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INTRODUCTION 


‘August  27,  1800,  Wednesday  .  .  .  Our  tame  Hawk  that 
we  had  so  long  in  the  Walled  Garden  fled  away  Yesterday 
and  hath  not  been  heard  of  since.  The  Lapwing  also  we 
had  so  long,  have  not  been  heard  of  some  Days.  Harvest 
quite  at  a  Stand  at  present.  .  .  .’  Reader  !  You  can  see  at 
once  that  Parson  Woodforde  casts  his  old  spell,  and  that 
in  this  last  volume  of  the  Diary  you  will  be  ‘listening  in’ 
to  Weston  Parsonage,  just  as  you  have  listened  to  Ansford, 
and  to  Oxford,  to  Castle  Cary,  and  Bath,  and  London, 
and  Norwich,  and  back  again  to  Weston  any  time  these 
forty-four  odd  years  from  1758  to  1802.  But  soon  there 
will  be  silence.  On  October  17,  1802,  you  will  hear  the 
familiar  voice  for  the  last  time.  Two-and-a-half  months 
of  great  weakness  and  weariness,  and  then  at  a  quarter 
past  ten  on  New  Year’s  Day,  1 803,  Parson  Woodforde  dies. 

Meanwhile  it  is  possible  to  enjoy  nearly  six  years  of  the 
Diary,  years  quite  as  full  of  atmosphere  and  colour — of 
the  Crome  school  of  painting — as  any  which  have  gone 
before.  From  the  standpoint  of  national  affairs  the  most 
interesting  references  are  those  to  the  great  victories  at  sea, 
interspersed  with  glimpses  of  the  harsher  aspects  of  the  pro¬ 
longed  struggle  with  revolutionary  France,  the  sufferings 
of  the  poor,  and  the  recurrent  anxiety  of  invasion.  The 
sharp  shadow  of  the  Mutiny  of  the  fleets  at  Spithead,  and 
the  Nore — England  has  never  before  or  since  passed 
through  such  a  fearful  crisis — is  characteristically  dis¬ 
missed  with  a  few  words:  Mr.  Custance  and  his  son 
William  spend  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  April  24, 
1797,  at  the  Rectory  and  we  can  guess  the  topic  of  con¬ 
versation  from  the  laconic  remark — ‘Rather  disagreeable 
News  at  present  going  abt.  of  a  Mutiny  of  the  Seamen  on 
board  his  Majesty’s  Fleet  now  at  Spithead.’  In  contrast 
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are  the  vivid  references  to  Briton  going  early  to  Norwich 
on  March  4th  of  this  year  (1797)  with  the  little  cart,  and 
returning  at  4  o’clock  bringing  ‘great  News  with  him’ 
of  the  victory  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  on  October  15th 
of  the  same  year  to  Admiral  Duncan’s  victory  over  the 
Dutch  at  Camperdown.  No  wonder  Mrs.  Custance  later 
on  gave  Nancy  a  Camperdown  bonnet. 

But  naturally  the  name  of  Nelson  emerges  most  trium¬ 
phantly  from  these  quiet  pages — ‘that  great  commander’ 
as  Pitt  described  him  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
December  3,  1798,  ‘whose  services  fill  every  bosom  with 
rapturous  emotion,  and  who  will  never  cease  to  derive  from 
the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen  the  tribute  of  his  worth.’ 1 
For  Nelson  was  a  Norfolk  man  to  the  backbone,  and  his 
grandfather,  his  father  and  his  brother  were  Norfolk 
country  parsons.  Nelson  was  born  and  spent  his  early 
boyhood  at  Burnham  Thorpe — alas !  that  the  old  Parson¬ 
age  is  no  longer  in  existence2 — and  lived  there  when  he 
was  on  half-pay  between  December  1787  and  January 
1793.  It  seems  almost  absurd  to  apologize  for  the  sleepy 
state  of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  eighteenth  or  any 
other  century  when  she  sent  Nelson  from  her  peaceful 
arms  to  save  Europe,  and  to  dazzle  posterity  with  his 
heroism  and  his  glory.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that 
the  line  of  Chatham  and  of  Pitt  traces  back  to  a  Dorset 
Parsonage,  and  that  from  Epworth  Rectory  in  Lincolnshire 
arose  the  greatest  religious  force  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  official  day  of  thanksgiving  in  England  for  the 
Battle  of  the  Nile  was  November  29,  1798,  and  so  in  the 
evening  ‘I  gave  my  Servants  after  Supper  some  strong-Beer 
and  some  Punch  to  drink  Admiral  Lord  Nelson’s  Health 

1  The  War  Speeches  of  William  Pitt,  selected  by  R.  Coupland,  published 
by  the  Clarendon  Press,  p.  238. 

2  A  charming  sketch  of  it  will  be  found  in  The  Nelsons  of  Burnham 
Thorpe,  by  M.  E.  Matcham,  p.  40. 
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on  his  late  grand  Victory  and  also  all  the  other  Officers  with 
him  and  all  the  brave  Sailors  with  them,  and  also  all  those 
brave  Admirals,  Officers  and  Sailors  that  have  gained  such 
great  and  noble  Victories  of  late  over  the  French  etc.,  etc.’ 

The  nearest  we  get  to  Nelson  himself  is  through  his 
clerical  first  cousins,  the  elegant  and  agreeable  Sucklings,1 
who  visit  Parson  Woodforde  quite  often;  indeed  Horace 
Suckling  was  on  the  point  of  becoming  curate  at  Weston 
in  succession  to  Mr.  Corbould  had  not  ‘a  very  good  Piece 
of  Preferment  and  an  excellent  House’  been  bestowed  on 
him  near  Beccles.  The  number  of  candidates,  indeed,  for 
the  Weston  curacy  almost  confuses  the  mind,  and  one  of 
the  most  amusing  entries  in  this  volume  is  the  magnificent 
sentence,  so  involved,  so  innocent  of  grammar,  and  yet  so 
clear  in  meaning,  which  will  be  found  under  date  Novem¬ 
ber  12,  1798.  Mr.  Corbould — whose  gift  of  ‘a  small 
Codling  about  half  a  Pound,  Value  about  3  pence’  was 
hardly  forgiven  by  Parson  Woodforde  and  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  his  readers — was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Cotman. 
Mr.  Cotman  was  a  grievously  slack  curate,  and  we  heave  a 
sigh  of  relief  when  he  is  followed  in  due  course  by  the  amiable 
Mr.  Dade,  nephew  of  the  Dean  of  Norwich,  Dr.  Turner. 

Of  clerical  neighbours  the  most  constant  visitors  and 
most  devoted  friends  in  these  last  years  of  the  Diarist’s  life 
are  Mr.  Maynard  of  Morston,  and  Mr.  Stoughton  of 
Sparham.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Maynard  on  one  occasion — 
July  14,  1801 — was  slightly  ‘disguised  in  Liquor’,  having 

1  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Suckling,  M.A.  (1768-1837),  Rector  of  Holt  and 
Plumstead,  Norfolk,  and  the  Rev.  Horace  Suckling  (1770-1828),  Rector  of 
Barsham,  Norfolk:  they  were  the  sons  of  William  Suckling  of  Banham 
Haugh,  Norfolk,  who  was  brother  of  Capt.  Maurice  Suckling,  R.N., 
Nelson’s  good  uncle,  and  of  Catherine  Suckling,  Nelson’s  mother.  We  also 
meet  in  the  Diary  (March  2,  1797)  Lieutenant  Maurice  Suckling  (1761— 
1820),  another  cousin,  who  served  under  Nelson  in  the  Agamemnon.  As 
we  should  expect  of  a  sailor  and  of  Nelson’s  cousin  ‘he  behaved  very  much 
as  a  gentleman’.  (For  the  Suckling  family  see  Burke’s  Landed  Gentry.) 
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been  unduly  plied  with  drink  by  Mr.  Mann,  whose  child 
he  had  been  naming.  It  was  unfortunate,  because  he  ran 
into  Mrs.  Custance  and  Lady  Bacon  just  after  they  had 
been  pursued  and  much  frightened  by  a  cow.  However, 
he  was  clearly  a  charming  man  who  brought  Nancy  the 
poems  of  one  Newton  of  Norwich,  the  learned  works  of 
Lavater,  the  Swiss  Physiognomist,  and,  on  yet  another 
occasion,  Junius’ s  Letters ,  ‘which  was  very  civil  and  oblig- 
ingof  him’.  Mr.  Stoughton, on  the  other  hand,  gaveNancy 
a  skep  of  Bees,  and  was  frequent  with  leashes  of  Partridges. 
Indeed  the  large  quantity  of  Game  which  found  its  way 
to  Weston  Parsonage  from  neighbours  lay  and  clerical 
testifies  to  Parson  Woodforde’s  and  Nancy’s  popularity, 
while  the  succulence  of  these  gifts  excites  our  unfeigned 
envy  and  admiration. 

One  of  the  chief  pleasures  of  these  last  six  years  to 
Parson  Woodforde  and  his  niece,  and  now  to  us,  is  the 
permanent  return  of  the  Custances  from  Bath.  The  whole 
family  came  back  at  five  o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday,  June  13th,  1797,  ‘in  a  new  Coach  and  four 
Horses  and  a  Post-Chaise  with  Servants  attending  on  the 
same’.  We  appreciate  to  the  full  the  ‘great  Rejoicings’  on 
the  occasion.  For  the  rest  of  the  time  the  interchange  of 
visits  between  Weston  House  and  Weston  Parsonage  is 
constant  and  delightful.  Mr.  Press  Custance,  too,  comes 
to  live  at  Hungate  Lodge  after  the  Corboulds  have  gone, 
and  showers  substantial  gifts,  including,  on  May  10,  1802, 
‘a  fine  Hen  Turkey  with  ten  of  her  Eggs  to  set  under  her’. 

Again  in  this  period  covered  by  the  Diary,  as  in  the  last 
volume,  we  experience  winters  of  awe-inspiring  severity. 
What  with  the  freezing  cold,  the  scarcity  of  food,  and  the 
famine  prices,  especially  those  of  the  winter  of  1 800-1 801 
when  wheat  rose  to  Jj  ior.  a  quarter,  we  marvel  that 
even  English  endurance  stood  the  strain.  Fortunately 
Nelson’s  miraculous  victory  of  Copenhagen — how  eagerly 
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Mrs.  Custance  and  her  two  daughters  must  have  hurried 
to  the  Rectory  with  the  news  on  that  morning  of  April 
16th,  1801 — brought  timely  relief  by  opening  up  the 
Baltic  again  to  British  trade.  A  good  harvest,  and  the 
blessed  making  of  peace  in  October  of  1801,  when  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  were  signed  in  London,  relieve  a  tension  which 
had  become  almost  intolerable. 

There  is  a  touching  tribute  to  the  patience  of  the  poor 
through  these  hard  times  (December  22,  1800),  and  a 
reference  of  historical  interest  (January  31,  1801)  showing 
how  the  policy  of  liberal  Parish  relief  alleviated  their 
sufferings.  In  that  time  of  crisis  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  for  the  much  condemned  Speenhamland  policy  of 
supplementing  wages  out  of  the  rates,  on  a  scale  sliding  up 
or  down  in  relation  to  the  price  of  bread.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  this  method  of  relief,  rough  and  ready  but 
effective,  it  is  more  than  doubtful  if  England  could  have 
survived  the  enormous  economic  strain  of  the  worst 
periods  of  the  Napoleonic  wars.  The  Woodforde  Diary 
throws  a  homely  shaft  of  light  on  this  problem.  Mean¬ 
while  it  must  be  accounted  to  Parson  Woodforde  for 
righteousness  that  he  did  not  advance  his  tithe,  though  the 
farmers  were  receiving  such  great  prices.  His  successor, 
Mr.  Dell,  was  evidently  a  man  of  business,  for  it  seems  that 
he  doubled  the  tithe  directly  he  was  appointed.1 

We  have  to  mourn  the  death  of  Sister  Pouncett  in 
December,  1798,  and  of  Brother  John  in  March  of  the 
following  year.  It  is  pleasant  to  have  met  Brother  John 
and  his  wife  at  Weston  Parsonage  from  May  20  to  October 
5th,  1797,  whither  they  had  hastened  on  receiving  news  of 
the  Diarist’s  great  illness,  from  which  he  happily  recovers. 
We  like  to  think  of  Brother  John  going  to  Lyng  in  the 
little  cart  to  see  ‘some  Crickett  Playing’  there  on  July  13, 
1797,  and  it  makes  us  ‘very  low’  when  they  leave.  How 
1  See  footnote  on  the  last  page  of  the  Diary. 
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melancholy  is  Parson  Woodforde’s  farewell  to  Somerset 
when  he  hears  on  April  18th,  1799,  that  Cole  Place  has 
been  let:  ‘Farewell!  adieu — S: — .  My  Nephew  Willm. 
Woodforde  will  I  hope  thrive  &  prosper  &  his  Family 
— Pray  God!  bless  them.’  But  there  has  been  no  final 
‘Farewell’,  for  it  was  in  Nephew  Bill’s  family  that  the 
Diary  was  preserved,  and  it  was  his  great  grandson, 
Dr.  R.  E.  H.  Woodforde,  who  owns  the  manuscript  and 
introduced  me  to  it  eight  years  ago. 

With  increasing  age  and  illness  the  Diarist  becomes  at 
times  very  depressed  and  suspicious.  We  shall  never  know 
what  he  had  ‘discovered’  on  April  2,  1800;  even  the  act  of 
discovery  is  disguised  in  Greek  ( EvprjKa ).  And  the  Latin 
laments  (January  31  and  February  28,  1802),  and  the 
Anglo-Greek  and  Latin  suspicions  of  Nancy’s  and  Betty 
Dade’s  activities  above  stairs  just  before  tea  on  February 
6,  1802,  need  not  be  taken  too  seriously.  Nancy  herself  is 
as  Nancyish  as  ever,  whether  making  much  admired 
Patch-work,  or  exciting  Mrs.  Custance’s  envy  over  her  new 
Bonnet  (‘by  name  Pick-Nick’),  or  ironing  in  the  Kitchen, 
or  making  currant  jelly,  or  being  simply  ‘very  saucy’. 

‘The  interest  and,  I  think,  affection  created  by  the  Diary 
has  been  wonderful,’  writes  the  present  Rector  of  Weston, 
the  Rev.  Edward  Clark,  who  further  tells  me  that  num¬ 
bers  of  people  have  visited  Weston  for  the  Diarist’s  sake, 
‘some  of  them  pilgrims  from  very  far  afield’. 

The  peace  which  breathes  from  Parson  Woodforde’s 
pages  is  a  permanent  possession.  In  them  is  enshrined  an 
illumination  of  village  life  in  England  at  a  time  when  the 
country  was  the  familiar  scene  for  the  great  majority  of 
people.  The  Weston  Purse  Club  no  longer  perambulates 
the  Parish  every  Whit-Tuesday  ‘with  Fife  and  Drum  and 
Flag  streaming’,  nor  the  children  come  for  their  pennies 
on  Valentine’s  Day,  nor  the  farmers  attend  the  tithe- 
audit,  nor  the  Parsonage  servants  and  the  Weston  House 
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servants  sup  together  on  occasion— for  Weston  House  has 
just  been  pulled  down,  and  the  Parsonage  was  rebuilt  in 
1840.  Nor  can  you  meet  John  Springle  carrying  on  his 
head  a  sleep  of  bees  tied  up  in  a  cloth,  walking  all  the  way 
from  Sparham,  nor  watch  Briton,  the  Diarist’s  servant, 
giving  Bread  to  the  Poor  at  Church  ‘from  Money  which 
he  had  received  for  that  Purpose  from  some  Person  who 
desired  that  it  may  not  be  known  from  whom  it  came’. 

Nevertheless  these  things  have  not  passed  away,  for 
Parson  Woodforde  has  kept  them  for  ever. 

JOHN  BERESFORD. 

Ashwell  End, 

Baldock,  Herts. 

February  23,  1931. 


In  the  preparation  of  this  volume  my  thanks  are  due  to 
my  wife,  but  for  whose  help  in  correcting  the  proofs  and 
in  other  ways  it  would  not  be  ready;  to  Miss  Phyllis  Jones, 
for  copying  the  manuscript  with  such  care;  to  Mr.  E.  M. 
Calvert,  of  Norwich,  for  much  information  relative  to  the 
Custance  family  and  Mr.  Corbould  (Parson  Woodforde’s 
first  curate) ;  to  Mrs.  Greenwood,  Whitsbury  House,  Salis¬ 
bury,  for  the  portraits  of  George  Beauchamp-Proctor1  and 
of  Neville  Custance ;  to  Sir  H.  B.  Bacon,  Bart.,  for  the  por¬ 
trait  of  Lady  Bacon.  To  Dr.  R.  E.  H.  Woodforde  I  am 
indebted  not  simply  for  so  freely  putting  the  manuscript 
at  my  disposal,  but  for  the  appendices,  the  pedigree,  the 
portrait  of  Samuel  Woodforde,  R.A.,  the  silhouette  of 
Betsy  Davy,  and  the  photograph  of  the  monument  in 
Weston  Church. 

1  Identified  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  W.  Y.  Baldry.  Librarian  of  the 
War  Office:  the  portrait  was  originally  thought  to  depict  Press  Custance, 
but  his  name  is  not  in  the  army  lists.  The  button-initials  revealed  the 
uniform.  The  Custance  family  portraits  are  described  in  Prince  Frederick 
Duleep  Singh’s  Portraits  in  Norfolk  Houses,  vol.  ii,  pp.  389-93.  The  Prince 
was  among  the  first  to  welcome  the  Diary. 
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Therefore  all  seasons  shall  be  sweet  to  thee , 

Whether  the  Slimmer  clothe  the  general  earth 
W ith  greenness ,  or  the  redbreast  sit  and  sing 
Betwixt  the  tufts  of  snow  on  the  bare  branch 
Of  mossy  affile-tree,  while  the  nigh  thatch 
Smokes  in  the  sun-thaw ;  whether  the  eave-drofis  fall 
Heard  only  in  the  trances  of  the  blast, 

Or  if  the  secret  ministry  of  frost 
Shall  hang  them  ufi  in  silent  icicles, 

Quietly  shining  to  the  quiet  Moon. 

coleridge,  Frost  at  Midnight. 

( February ,  1798.) 
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PART  II — ( continued ) 

WESTON  LONGEVILLE,  NORFOLK 
The  Diary 
— Anno  Domini,  1797 — 

Jan.  1,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at  home. 
Very  mild  to  day,  but  very  hazy  &  damp.  Mr.  Willins 
of  Norwich  did  Duty  for  Mr.  Corbould  at  Weston 
Church  this  afternoon.  We  were  not  at  Church  being 
very  dirty  and  hazy.  Mr.  Willins  sleeps  at  Hungate 
Lodge  where  he  is  to  spend  a  few  Days  with  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Corbould.  Dinner  to  day  Peas  Soup  &  a  fine 
Turkey  rosted. 

Jan.  2,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Corbould  &  young  Longdale  called  on  us 
this  morning  to  desire  me  to  sign  a  Certificate  of  Mr. 
Corbould’s  Wife  being  living,  with  respect  to  the 
receiving  some  Money  from  some  Tontine.1  Mrs. 
Corbould  with  Miss  Corbould  called  on  us  between  2. 
and  3.  o’clock,  but  did  not  stay  long.  They  came  walk¬ 
ing  and  by  themselves. 

Jan.  3,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  John  Spraggs,  a  poor  miserable  Object — 
o.  o.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Dubbin  of  Beef  rosted  &c. 
A  very  fine  day  considering  the  Season — tho’  colder. 

Jan.  4,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  with  my  little  Cart 
to  Norwich  this  morning  after  Fish  &c.  having  Com¬ 
pany  to  dine  with  us  on  Friday  next.  I  privately 
named  a  Child  of  Henry  Briggs  this  morning  at  my 
House,  by  name  Susannah.  Sent  by  Briton  a  very  fine 
1  See  foot-note,  vol.  iii,  pp.  282-3. 
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fat  Turkey-Cock  in  his  Feathers  to  Mr.  Webb — Tudor 
Street  No.  5  Black  Friars — London — to  be  put  into 
one  of  the  London  Coaches  this  afternoon  for  London 
which  will  get  there  to  morrow  by  noon.  The  Turkey 
weighed  twelve  Pounds.  Briton  returned  in  the 
evening  about  5.  o’clock,  and  brought  a  Letter  for 
Nancy  from  Js  Woodforde  of  Allhampton  in  Somerset¬ 
shire.  To  my  Carpenters  Will"1  Nelson  &  Tom  Allen, 
who  are  sawing  out  a  very  large  Oak  Tree  for  me — 
o.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day  fryed  Souse  &  a  Goose  rosted  &c. 
Poor  old  Mrs.  Brewster  is  dead,  died  yesterday.  My 
poor  old  Mare  Jenny,  was  shot  this  morning.  She  was 
so  old  as  not  able  to  eat  Hay,  therefore  thought  it 
greater  Charity  to  have  her  killed- — Mr.  Townshends 
Gamekeeper  John  Hutchins  shot  her.  Mr.  Girling 
Junr  brought  us  a  Leash  of  Partridges  this  morning. 

Jan.  5,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Corbould  called  on  us  this 
morning  as  he  went  to  Weston  Church  to  marry  a 
Couple  by  Banns — but  did  not  stay  much  above  5. 
Minutes.  About  3.  o’clock  we  walked  up  to  Hungate 
Lodge  and  dined  &  spent  the  afternoon  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Corbould,  Miss  Corbould,  and  a  Mr.  Willins  of 
Norwich,  a  young  Man  &  a  Clergyman.  We  had  for 
dinner,  Peas  Soup,  a  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers 
with  Greens  &c.  Afterwards  a  fine  rost  Turkey, 
Macaroni  &  Mince  Pies.  After  Coffee  &  Tea  we  got  to 
Whist,  Miss  Corbould  &  self  against  Mrs.  Corbould 
&  Mr.  Willins.  We  played  2.  Rubbers  &  we  won  both. 
Recd — o.  3.  6.  We  played  only  sixpenny  Whist.  After 
that  we  walked  back  to  the  Parsonage,  but  did  not  get 
home  till  after  10.  o’clock.  Upon  the  whole  we  spent 
a  very  agreeable  day.  We  found  it  very  good,  dry 
walking  indeed,  but  it  was  very  cold  in  the  evening. 

Jan.  6,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  morning 
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visit,  I  asked  him  to  dine  with  us  to  da y  to  meet  Mr. 
Corbould  &c.  but  he  declined  it.  He  eat  a  Cake  & 
drank  a  Glass  of  Mead,  but  did  not  stay  long.  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Corbould,  Miss  Corbould  &  Mr.  Willins  came  to 
us  about  3-  o’clock  in  their  close  Carriage  and  they 
dined,  spent  the  afternoon,  and  stayed  till  near  io. 
o’clock  with  us  &  then  returned  as  they  came,  it  turned 
out  a  dry  day  mostly  but  very  cold.  We  had  for  dinner, 
a  fine  Cods  Head  &  Shoulders  boiled  with  Shrimp 
Sauce  &  Anchovy  ditto,  Peas  Soup,  rost  Leg  of  Mutton, 
a  very  good  tender  Ham  &  a  Couple  of  Chicken  Boiled, 
Greens  &c.  Afterwards,  3. rosted  Partridges, Maccaroni, 
a  boiled  Damson  Pudding,  Mince  Pies  &  Rasberry  T. 
Poor  Desert,  only  dryed  Apples  &  common  Apples. 
After  Coffee  &  Tea  we  got  to  Whist  the  same  Parties 
together  as  yesterday,  that  is,  Miss  Corbould  and  self 
against  Mrs.  Corbould  &  Mr.  Willins.  We  played  2. 
Rubbers  &  we  lost  both  &  paid  o.  2.  6.  They  left  us 
rather  before  10.  o’clock  this  evening.  Recd  for  Butter 
at  si/id  per  Pint  o.  6.  6. 

Jan.  7,  Saturday.  .  .  .  To  one,  Cleveland,  an  invalid 
Marine,  who  says  that  he  is  going  to  his  home  at  Wells, 
gave  1.  o.  He  said  that  he  came  from  Norwich  last. 
Dinner  to  day,  Peas  Soup,  fryed  Beef  Sc  Cabbage  See. 
Bidewell’s  People  brought  our  Newspapers  to  day.  The 
French  lately  made  an  Attempt  on  Ireland  but  were 
soon  compelled  to  return  back.  The  Irish  showed 
great  Loyalty  being  almost  unanimous  in  defence  of 
their  Country.1  Poor  Mr.  Mann  of  this  Parish  is  very 

1  See  foot-note,  vol.  iv,  p.  305.  The  French  fleet  of  17  ships  of  the  line, 
13  frigates,  and  many  transports  carrying  15,000  men,  left  Brest  on  Dec.  15, 
1796,  but  through  bad  seamanship  only  half  the  armament  reached  Bantry 
Bay  on  Dec.  22.  Then  a  violent  wind  blew,  landing  was  impossible,  and 
at  length  after  various  vicissitudes — 8  vessels  being  lost — the  expedition 
returned  to  France.  The  loyalty  of  the  Catholic  peasants  of  Southern 
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dangerously  ill.  He  has  been  a  long  time  ill  in  a  bad 
cough.  My  nights  of  late  have  been  very  restless,  but 
little  sleep — tho’  very  well — more  inclined  to  sleep 
than  when  in  bed. 

Jan.  8,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Willins  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Morning  at  Weston  Church.  Miss  Woodforde 
went  to  Church — I  did  not,  being  very  cold.  None  of 
the  Corbould  family  at  Church.  Billy  Downing  that 
lately  lived  with  me  called  here  in  the  Afternoon,  and 
spent  about  an  Hour  with  our  folks  in  the  Kitchen. 
He  lives  at  present  with  the  Revd  Mr.  Suckling  of 
Aylsham,  an  unmarried  Man — has  2.  Livings.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  Couple  of  Rabbits  boiled  and  Onion  Sauce, 
and  a  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted. 

Janry.  9,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Ben  this  Morn  for  divers  things — o.  3.  10. 
Paid  Briton,  ditto — for  do.  2.  3 .7.  Paid  Betty,  ditto — 
for  do.  o.  12.  10.  Paid  my  Servants  this  Morning  their 
Wages.  To  my  Servant  Man,  Ben  Leggatt,  for  a 
Years  Wages,  due  Janry.  5,  1797 — pd.  10.  o.  o.  To  my 
Servant  Man  Bretingham  Scurl,  for  a  Years  Wages, 
due  Janry.  5,  1797 — pd.  8.  o.  o.  To  my  Servant  Maid, 
Eliz.  Dade,  for  a  Years  Wages,  due  Janry.  5th,  179 7 — 
pd.  5.  5.  o.  To  my  Servant  Maid,  Sally  Gunton,  for 
a  Years  Wages,  due  Janry.  5th,  1797 — pd.  5.  5.  o.  To 
my  Skip-Jack,  Boy,  Barnabas  Woodcock,  for  a  Qr.  of 
a  Years  Wages,  due  Janry.  5,  1797 — o.  10.  6.  Gave 
Miss  Woodforde  this  Morning — 10.  o.  o.  Dinner  to 
day  boiled  Pork  &  Potatoes,  hash-Mutton  and  a  Suet 
Pudding  &c. 

Jan.  10,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Poor  Mr.  Man  who  had  been  ill 

Ireland  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  features  of  the  whole  affair.  Only 
in  Protestant  Belfast  was  there  disaffection.  (See  Lecky’s  Ireland  in  the 
Eighteenth  Century,  vol.  iii,  ch.  viii,  pp.  527-48.) 
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about  io.  days  died  this  afternoon  about  2.  o’clock. 
He  died  of  a  bad  putrid  Fever.  May  he  be  happy,  & 
may  God  send  to  his  Widow  &  Son,  comfort  &  Health. 
Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Peas  &  a  Turkey  rosted  &c. 

Jan.  13,  Friday.  .  .  .  Very  hard  Frost  with  a  keen  cutting 
Wind  as  cold  almost  as  it  has  been  this  Winter.  Mr. 
Corbould  with  his  son  John  called  on  us  this  morning 
and  stayed  about  half  an  Hour.  Reed,  for  Butter  to 
day  at  Is/ id  per  Pint— o.  5.  6$.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Mann  is  to  be 
buried  to  Morrow  Morning. 

Jan.  14,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Corbould  buried  Mr.  Mann 
about  12.  o’clock  to  day  in  Weston  Church — aged  57. 
Years.  A  very  handsome  funeral  &  great  many  People 
attended.  Mr.  Corbould  had  a  black  silk  Hatband  & 
Gloves  &  a  pair  of  Gloves  for  his  Wife,  and  likewise 
half  a  Guinea,  as  an  acknowledgment  for  being  buried 
in  the  Church.  Dinner  to  day  Calfs-Fry  &  Bacon  and 
a  nice  Rabbit  rosted  &c.  Betty  Cary  brought  our  News 
to  day  and  also  a  Letter  for  me,  from  a  Revd.  Benj. 
Suckling  of  Aylsham,1  and  which  on  being  read,  I  found 
that  it  was  application  to  me  for  the  Curacy  of  Weston 
when  Mr.  Corbould  leaves  it,  having  a  Brother  that 
would  be  glad  to  have  the  same. 

Jan.  15,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  Sc  Preached  this 
afternoon  at  Weston-Church,  he  called  on  us  as  he 
went,  and  told  us  that  one  of  his  Pointer  Dogs,  by 
name  Tony,  was  gone  mad  and  had  got  out  in  the  Night 
when  confined  by  making  a  Hole  in  the  door,  after 
loosening  his  Chain,  and  went  over  great  part  of  the 

1  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Suckling  was  not  Vicar  of  Aylesham,  though  he 
appears  to  have  lived  there.  He  was  Rector  of  Matlask  from  1793  to  1837. 
(Dawson  Turner’s  List  of  Norfolk  Benefices.)  He  was  first  cousin  to  Nelson. 
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Parish  &  the  Parish  of  Ling,  biting  many  dogs,  Pigs,  &c. 
But  was  killed  this  Morning  at  Mr.  Corboulds,  as  he 
returned  home.  Mr.  Corbould  hung  all  his  Grey¬ 
hounds  &  other  Dogs  immediately,  except  a  favourite 
Pointer  by  name  Juno,  which  is  close  confined  &  Anti¬ 
dotes  given  her,  and  is  to  be  removed  to  Bracon,  soon. 
The  mischief  done  by  the  Dog,  as  known,  is  this,  2. 
Piggs  of  Mr.  Howletts,  Michael  Andrews  Yard  Dog, 
Mr.  Girlings  ditto.  2.  Pigs  of  Cases,  and  what  is  worse 
than  all,  is,  that  Jermyn’s  Son  was  bit  in  the  hand — so 
far  known,  but  what  other  Mischief  has  been  done,  God 
knows.  I  hope  we  shall  not  hear  of  much  more.  Mr. 
Corbould  is  very  uneasy  about  it.  We  did  not  go  to 
Church,  being  rather  dirty  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  rost 
Beef  &  a  Rabbit  boiled  &c. 

Janry.  16,  Monday.  .  .  .  Thos.  Rudd  who  lately  worked 
with  John  Piper,  Gardener,  came  here  this  Morning 
to  prune  my  Trees,  Willm.  Thorogold  who  used  to 
prune  them  being  totally  engaged  at  Mr.  Mellish’s  of 
East  Tuddenham.  John  Piper  sent  him  to  me.  Mr. 
Stoughton  of  Sparham  made  us  a  Morning  visit — as 
did  Mr.  Mellish  soon  after.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Beef  &  Calfs  Heart  broiled.  Mrs.  Mann  sent  me  by  the 
Widow  Greaves  a  black  silk  Hatband  &  a  pr.  of  grey 
Gloves,  for  the  Death  of  her  Husband  J§  Mann. 

Jan.  1 7,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  To  Mr.  Pile  of  Hockering,  a 
Master  Carpenter  paid  him  a  Bill  this  Morning  of 
3.  17.  3.  I  thought  his  Bill  rather  high,  charging  me  for 
his  Man,  Willm.  Nelson  2.  Shillings  per  day  besides  3. 
pence  per  day  for  Allowance  for  Beer.  Also  4.  Shillings 
per  hundred  foot  for  sawing  besides  3.  pence  per  day 
All.  for  Beer.  Dinner  to  day  Peas  Soup  &  Loin  of  Veal 
rosted. 

Jan.  18.  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Brewed  a  Barrell  of  Table  Beer 
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to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Beef&  a  Damson  Pudding. 
A  large  Winding  Sheet  in  the  Candle  to  night  which 
continued  a  very  long  time — Nancy  says  it  is  a  sure 
sign  of  a  burying  soon. 

Jan.  21,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  io.  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome. 
Sent  by  him  also  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Suckling  of  Aylsham 
in  answer  to  his  sent  me  last  Saturday.  Nancy  sent  a 
Letter  also  to  her  Brother  Willms.  Wife.  Ben  returned 
home  about  4.  this  Afternoon  &  brought  me  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Webb  of  London  announcing  the  safe  arrival 
of  the  Turkey  I  sent  him  the  4.  of  this  Month.  He 
brought  me  also  a  Note  from  Mr.  Bloome  of  the  Barley 
sent  him,  at  9/6  Per  Coomb  only,  which  ought  to  have 
been  at  least  10/6— and  as  such  I  intend  to  account 
with  him  for  it.  I  received  no  Cash  for  it,  only  a  Note 
of  Receipt.  Dinner  to  day,  Mutton  Soup  &  a  Goose 
rosted. 

Janry.  22,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston  Church.  He  called 
here  on  going  and  returning  from  Church.  We  did 
not  go  to  Church  neither  did  Mrs.  Corbould.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Neck  of  Mutton  &  a  Rabbit.  Dark  & 
cold,  but  dry  &  fine  for  the  Season.  Have  been  very 
sleepy  in  the  Day  time  lately,  a  good  deal  so  this 
evening  before  &  after  Supper. 

Janry.  23,  Monday.  ...  To  my  Butcher,  Willm. 
Stoughton,  sold  3.  Pigs  only  9.  Months  old  at  35/od. 
apiece, for  which  he  owes  me  5.5.0.  They  were  had  away 
to  day.  Nancy  spent  a  great  part  of  the  Morning  at 
Hungate  Lodge  with  Mrs.  Corbould,  she  returned 
home  to  dinner,  Betty  with  her  &  back.  .  .  . 

Jan.  25,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  fair  but  very  cold,  &  a  very 
hard  Frost.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Nancy  gave 

7 


1797 

Bowles’s  little  Girl,  a  little  Chip  Hat  this  Morning,  of 
which  she  was  highly  pleased  &  walked  home  with  it  on 
her  head. 

Janry.  29,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Willins  of  Norwich  did  Duty  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston  Church  for  Mr.  Corbould.  We  did 
not  go  being  very  dirty  under  foot.  We  dined  to  day 
at  half  past  3.  o’clock.  We  had  for  Dinner  a  Breast  of 
Veal  rosted  &c.  Tho’  a  dark  &  rainy  Morn’  it  turned 
out  fair  &  fine  all  the  rest  of  the  Day — but  cold. 

Janry.  30,  Monday.  .  .  .  To  Reynolds  of  Morning  sold 
two  Acres  &  half  of  Turnips  to  be  fed  off  for  which  he 
is  to  give  me — 2.  8.  3. 

Janry.  31,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  This  Adorning  about  4.  o’clock 
was  wakened  by  high  Winds,  and  about  5.  I  got  up,  but 
did  not  go  down  stairs,  and  did  not  leave  my  Chamber 
till  the  Maid  called  me  at  the  usual  time.  The  Wind 
indeed  was  very  high  from  WNW.  The  Wind  being 
mostly  Westerly  our  sitting  Room  smoked  very  much 
all  the  Morning,  but  in  the  Afternoon  the  Wind  abating 
it  was  better.  I  was  very  indifferent  all  the  day  long 
owing  to  the  high  Wind  this  Morning — very  low. 
Dinner  to  day,  Peas  Soup  &  a  Rabbit  rosted. 

Feb.  1,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  had  a  charming 
Night  of  Sleep,  last  Night.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c.  James  Knights  &  his  Wife,  supped 
Sec.  with  our  Folks  in  the  Kitchen.  He  brought  some 
Flower  Roots  for  our  Garden.  Mr.  Custance  expected 
home  next  week. 

Feb.  3,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  To  a  poor  French  emigrant  Woman,  very  short, 
who  came  to  my  House  this  Morning  to  ask  Charity, 
being  in  very  great  distress — gave  o.  1.  o.  and  also 
a  Mince  Pye  &  some  Beer.  She  told  me  as  far  as  I 
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understood  her  (as  she  talked  but  little  English)  that 
her  Husband  with  2.  or  3.  Children  were  killed  in  the 
late  Bloody  Commotions  in  France.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers  &c. 

Feb.  5,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  No  Service  at  Weston  Church  this  Morning, 
Mr.  Willins  of  Norwich  who  was  to  serve  it  for  Mr. 
Corbould,  being  ill.  Mr.  Courbould  having  Duty  to  do 
at  Honingham  &  Tuddenham,  could  not  officiate  at 
Weston — Mr.  Mellish  who  has  those  Churches  being 
gone  from  home.  N.B.  Mr.  Corbould  was  Curate  to 
Mr.  Mellish  before  he  had  the  Cure  of  Weston,  to 
serve  the  above  Churches  whenever  Mr.  Mellish  was 
from  home.  Mr.  Girling  sent  us  a  Hare — gave  his 
Servt.  o.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Steakes  &  a  Goose 
rosted  &c.  Briton  went  to  see  his  friends  at  Reepham 
to  day.  Returned  home  about  eight  o’clock.  It  has 
been  very  hazy  and  damp  all  Day  long. 

Feb.  6,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this 
Morning,  he  eat  a  Cake  &  drank  a  glass  of  Mead. 
Dinner  to  day,  Giblet  Soup,  boiled  Beef,  and  a  Rabbit 
rosted  & c.  Mr.  Howlett  very  poorly  indeed,  in  a  low 
way. 

Feb.  9,  Thursday.  ...  A  very  fine,  chearful  Day,  tho’ 
the  Air  is  cold.  Mr.  Maynard  dined  &  spent  the  After¬ 
noon  with  us,  stayed  till  after  7.  in  the  Evening.  We 
had  for  Dinner,  a  boiled  Chicken  &  a  Tongue,  a  piece 
of  boiled  Beef,  a  plain  batter  Pudding,  a  very  fine  Hare 
rosted  &  Rasberry  Puffs  &c.  Mr.  Maynard  still  boards 
at  Morton. 

Feb.  11,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  to  Norwich  this 
Morning  in  the  little  old  cart  after  News  & c.  By  him, 
sent  a  Letter  to  my  Brother.  .  .  . 

Feb.  12,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Hancock  of  Norwich  did  duty 
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this  Aft.  at  Weston-Church  for  Mr.  Corbould. 
Nancy  was  at  Church  and  liked  the  Preacher.  Mr. 
Hancock  has  the  Living  of  St.  Michael’s  at  Plea  at 
Norwich,  in  the  Gift  of  Sr.  Lambert  Blackwell.  Din¬ 
ner  to  day,  Skaite,  &  a  Goose  rosted. 

Feb.  13,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  &  Son  Willm.  came 
last  Night  to  Weston  House.  I  sent  to  enquire  for 
them  this  Morning  and  heard  that  they  were  well. 
Nancy  reed,  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  Custance.  Mr.  Cor¬ 
bould  called  on  us  this  Morning  and  made  us  a  long 
Visit — And  as  soon  as  Mr.  Corbould  was  gone,  Mr. 
Custance  &  Son  Willm.  made  us  a  Visit — very  genteel 
of  Mr.  Custance.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas  Soup,  a  Couple 
of  Rabbits  boiled  and  a  Neck  of  Veal  rosted. 

Feb.  14,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  This  being  Valentines  Day,  gave 
this  Morning  to  Children  under  15.  Yrs.  at  id.  each  82 
— 6.  10.  Dinner  to  day,  Veal  Soup  &  Neck  of  Mutton 
rosted.  Nancy  rather  low  to  day,  having  more  than 
usual  Pain  in  her  weak  Knee — owing  I  think  to  the 
Weather,  the  Air  &  wind  now  very  penetrating. 

Feb.  15,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  near  the  same  as  Yester¬ 
day,  not  worse.  Master  Willm.  Custance  called  on  us 
early  this  [morning]  to  borrow  some  Cotton  for  his  Ear, 
he  being  a  little  deaf  in  his  left  Ear.  Paid  Briton  this 
Morning  for  divers  things — 1.  1.  10-J.  Mr.  Corbould 
made  us  a  long  morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas 
Soup  &  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  and  Onion  Sauce 
&c.  Sent  Mr.  Custance  this  Evening,  some  dryed 
Apples,  and  some  little  sweet  Cakes. 

Feb.  16,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  John  Girling  Junr.  called  on 
me  this  Morn’  to  let  me  know  that  Matters  concerning 
the  supplementary  Militia  were  settled  Yesterday  at 
Reepham  by  the  Justices,  Bulwer.  Lloyd,  and  Elwin. 
More  Volunteers  offered  than  wanted,  and  every  Class 
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of  ten  Men,  to  subscribe  towards  Materials  to  such 
Volunteers.  Each  Subscriber  to  pay  two  Guineas.  I 
gave  him  for  myself  the  Sum  of  2.  2.  o.1  Reed,  for 
Butter  to  day  at  i/o| — o.  5.  8|.  Dinner  to  day, 
Mutton  Soup,  boiled  Beef,  and  a  Couple  of  Ducks 
rosted  & c. 

Feb.  18,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Nancy  thinks  that  she  is  better 
this  Morning.  Cheery  Weather  but  very  smart  Frost — 
Vegetation  very  backward — Scarce  any  buds  appear, 
Wall-fruit  Trees  no  blossoms  yet.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Rabbit,  hash  Mutton  &c.  Mrs.  Bidewell 
brought  our  News  from  Norwich.  Very  unfavourable 
Account  from  the  Continent.2 

Feb.  19,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Nancy  rather  better  this  Morning, 
but  weak.  Very  hard  Frost  this  Morning  but  Sunshine. 

1  On  Nov.  nth,  1796,  an  Act  had  been  passed  for  augmenting  or  supple¬ 
menting  the  Militia  forces.  Under  this  Act  (37  Geo.  Ill,  c.  3)  63,878  men 
had  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  in  case  of  necessity.  Norfolk’s 
share,  as  prescribed  by  the  Act,  was  1,992  men.  Each  parish  had  to  provide 
its  quota  by  ballot,  but  paid  substitutes  could  be  accepted,  or  volunteers 
enrolled:  if  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  were  enrolled  the  ballot 
could  be  suspended.  Overseers  could  offer  volunteers  up  to  four  guineas 
and  could  re-imburse  themselves  out  of  the  Poor  Rate.  The  Supplementary 
Militia  so  raised  were  to  be  called  out  for  twenty  days  training  in  the  year. 
The  duty  of  arming,  accoutring,  and  clothing  the  Militia  was  laid  on  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Deputy  Lieutenants,  or  rather  such  provision  might 
be  made  as  was  ‘deemed  necessary’  by  them.  Presumably  the  method  of 
supplying  the  volunteers  deemed  necessary  or  desirable  in  this  case  was  as 
described  by  the  Diarist.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  force  was  not 
to  be  embodied  or  called  out  except  in  case  of  emergency:  all  that  was 
normally  required  was  twenty  days  training.  (See  the  Act  above  named: 
also  Fortescue’s  The  British  Army  iy8y-i8o2,  p.  56.) 

2  Parson  Woodforde  presumably  refers  to  Bonaparte’s  triumphs  in 
Italy.  On  January  14th,  1797,  Alvintzi  was  routed  at  Rivoli,  and  two  days 
later  an  Austrian  army  corps  capitulated  at  Roverbella.  On  February  2 
Mantua  was  surrendered,  and  Bonaparte  was  master  of  northern  Italy. 
Less  than  a  year  had  passed  since  he  had  observed  to  Marmont  ‘In  our 
days  no  one  has  conceived  anything  great;  it  falls  to  me  to  give  the  example’. 
(See  Sir  John  Seeley’s  Short  History  of  Napoleon ,  ch.  ii.) 
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Mr.  Willins  of  Norwich,  did  duty  at  Weston  Church  for 
Mr.  Corbould.  Mr.  Custance  not  there,  but  his  Son 
Willm.  was  at  Church.  We  did  not  go  Nancy  being 
unable,  and  the  Cold  too  severe  for  me  to  go.  Dinner 
to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Drank  Tea  this  Evening  at  six 
o’clock  for  the  first  time  this  Year  without  a  Candle. 
Nancy  rather  worse  this  Evening,  going  to  bed  scarce 
able  to  get  up  Stairs  to  Night. 

Feb.  20,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  About  Noon  I  took  a  Walk  by  myself  to  Weston 
House,  but  neither  Mr.  Custance  or  William  were  at 
home,  being  gone  to  Mrs.  Greens.  Nancy  something 
better,  but  very,  very  little.  Dinner  to  day,  Calfs 
Head  boiled  &  Pork  &c.  Mrs.  Corbould  called  here  in 
her  Carriage  whilst  I  was  gone  to  Weston  House,  and 
took  Nancy  and  gave  her  an  Airing  to  Taverham  &c. 
&c.  I  was  very  poorly  &  low  after  I  returned  home. 

Feb.  21,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  rather  better  than  worse, 
near  the  same.  Mr.  Custance  and  Son  William  called 
on  us  this  Morning  &  made  us  a  long  Visit.  As  soon  as 
Mr.  Custance  was  gone  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbould  spent 
a  few  Minutes  with  us.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c.  Nancy’s  Knee  much  weaker  to¬ 
wards  bed  time. 

Feb.  22,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  To  Taylor  Cary,  altering  2. 
great  Coats,  pd.  o.  2.  o. 

Feb.  23,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Nancy  better  this  Morning,  she 
having  fasted  from  Meat  for  two  or  three  Days  by  my 
advice  and  bathed  her  Knee  with  cold  Water.  Reed, 
for  Butter  this  Morn’  at  1/0-J — o.  5  .2-J.  Dinner  to  day, 
Mutton  Soup  &  hash  Calfs  Head  &c.  Nancy  indifferent 
towards  bed  time. 

Feb.  24,  Friday.  .  .  .  The  old  Apparitor’s  Son,  Roberson, 
called  here  this  Morning  on  me,  concerning  a  public 
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Fast  on  Wednesday  March  8.  His  Father  he  tells  me 
is  85.  Years  of  Age  and  hearty  but  lame  having  a  bad 
Leg — The  Son  is  past  60.  I  asked  him  to  eat  and  drink 
at  my  House  which  he  did  very  hearty,  &  was  welcome. 

Feb.  25,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Nancy  rather  better  than  worse 
this  Morning.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morn’  to  Norwich 
with  10.  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome’s.  My  Maid, 
Sally  Gunton  went  to  Norwich  with  Ben,  to  see  her 
Brother  if  she  can  find  him.  He  is  spending  his  Money 
and  Time  there  in  a  very  idle  Manner — has  been  to 
London  & c.  Ben  &  Sally  returned  about  5.  o’clock  this 
Afternoon.  Barley  sold  for  little  or  nothing.  I  did  not 
receive  Cash  from  Mr.  Bloome  but  only  a  Note  for  the 
Sum  of  three  Pounds,  which  is  only  six  Shillings  per 
Coomb  for  my  Barley,  which  was  the  lowest  Price  for 
Barley  I  ever  knew.  The  Corn  Merchants  said  that  it 
was  at  present  such  a  glut  that  they  had  almost  as  soon 
not  have  it  as  have  it.  Very  little  Corn  indeed  at 
Market  to  day.  Mr.  Maynard  just  called  on  us  this 
Morning  but  did  not  come  within  doors.  Dinner  to 
day,  Rost  Beef  &  Water-Cresses  &c. 

Feb.  26,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  near  the  same  as  Yesterday.  Sent  Ben 
this  Morning  to  Dr.  Thorne’s  at  Mattishall  to  desire 
the  Dr.  to  come  to  Morrow  Morn  to  see  Nancy.  The 
Dr.  sent  Word  that  he  would  call  this  Afternoon.  Dr. 
Thorne  came  to  see  Nancy  this  Afternoon  about  three 
o’clock,  stayed  near  an  Hour  with  us,  I  asked  him  to 
dine  with  us,  but  he  could  not.  He  said,  that  her  com¬ 
plaint  proceeded  from  a  feverish  kind,  and  had  affected 
a  weak  part.  He  told  her  to  live  as  usual,  by  no  means 
lower,  to  poultice  her  Knee  by  Night  with  a  Milk 
Poultice,  and  to  keep  a  bandage  on  it  by  Day.  Not  to 
walk  on  it  but  little,  no  cold  Water  whatever  to  be 
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applied.  To  take  some  Camphor  &c.  Pills  some  of 
which  he  left  with  her,  io.  of  them  to  be  taken  at  2. 
different  times  between  5.  o’clock  this  Evening  and 
before  she  went  to  bed.  To  Morrow  he  said  he  should 
send  something  for  the  Knee  to  be  bathed  with.  He 
said  he  did  not  think  it  of  an y  great  consequence.  Mr. 
Willins  did  duty  again  at  Weston  Church  for  Mr.  Cor- 
bould.  Mr.  Custance  not  there.  I  did  not  go,  being 
very  damp,  Nancy  could  not.  Mrs.  Corbould  was  not 
at  Church  either.  Mr.  Corbould  sent  us  this  morning 
a  small  Codling  about  half  a  Pound — Value  about 
3.  pence.  We  did  not  dine  to  day  till  after  4.  o’clock. 
Dinner  to  day,  the  Codling  boiled  and  a  very  fat 
Turkey  Hen  rosted  &c. 

Feb.  27,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  called  on  us 
this  Morn’  to  have  from  me  for  his  Father,  a  copy  from 
the  Register  of  late  Mr.  Mann’s  Burial.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Corbould  made  a  Morning  Visit.  I  walked  back  with 
them  to  Hungate  Lodge  but  returned  home  to  dinner. 
We  were  but  just  sat  down  to  dinner,  when  Mr.  Taswell 
of  Aylsham  called  here  on  Horseback  and  he  dined  [and] 
spent  part  of  the  Afternoon  with  us.  He  behaved  very 
free  and  easy.  Left  us  about  5 .  o’clock  in  the  Evening — 
I  did  not  press  him  to  stay.  We  had  for  dinner  an  odd 
Piece  of  Beef  boiled,  some  beef  Steaks,  Mince  Pies  Sec. 
A  trimming  hard  Frost  this  Evening — very  cold. 

Feb.  28,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  my  Butcher  Willm. 
Stoughton,  a  Bill  for  Meat,  for  very  near  4.  Months, 
this  Morn’ — 14.  12.  o.  Reed,  of  him  for  3.  lean  Piggs 
only  9.  months  old  at  35/0  apiece  the  sum  of  5.  5.  o. 
Also  for  a  Horse’s  Hide  of  him  reed.  o.  8.  6.  which  I 
gave  to  my  Man  and  the  Boy.  Paid  Nancy  this  Morn¬ 
ing  for  a  Pig  sold  to  my  Butcher,  one  of  the  above 
3.  1.  15.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  and  Beef 
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Steaks  as  Yesterday,  &  being  Shrove-Tuesday,  had 
Fritters.  Dr.  Thorne  called  here  about  4.  o’clock  in 
the  Afternoon  to  see  Nancy,  who  is  rather  better. 

March  1,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Custance  with  his  Son  Willm.  made  us 
a  Morning  Visit,  informed  us,  that  a  Proclamation 
from  the  Privy  Council  had  been  issued,  to  stop  paying 
in  Cash  at  the  Bank  of  England  for  some  time,  fearing 
that  if  not  stopped,  there  would  not  be  soon  enough 
to  transact  necessary  &  urgent  business.  On  that 
Account,  All  Country  Banks  have  done  the  same,  and 
are  at  present  shut  up.1  Nancy  much  better  (thank 
God)  this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  Salt  Fish  &  Breast 
of  Mutton  rosted. 

March  2,  Thursday.  ...  A  Mr.  Suckling,  first  Lieutenant 
of  a  Man  of  War,  called  on  me  this  Morning  to  know  if 
I  wanted  a  Curate,  as  he  has  a  Brother  who  wished  to 
be  in  orders,  but  could  not  get  ordained  with1  having 
a  Title.  There  are  two  Livings  in  the  Family  Gift. 


1  The  banking  crisis  of  February  179 7  was  due  to  a  variety  of  causes : 
large  advances  to  finance  the  war,  made  by  the  Bank  of  England  to  the 
Government,  the  critical  state  of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad — on  Feb.  4 
news  reached  Pitt  of  Napoleon’s  victory  at  Rivoli — the  fear  of  invasion 
which  caused  farmers  and  others  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  specially 
on  the  coasts,  to  withdraw  their  money  from  the  banks  and  hoard  it.  There 
was  a  run  on  the  Newcastle  banks;  they  suspended  payment  in  specie,  and 
endeavoured  to  obtain  cash  from  London.  The  panic  spread  to  other  parts 
of  the  country,  and  finally  on  Feb.  26  Pitt  caused  an  Order  in  Council  to 
be  issued  authorizing  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  refuse  cash 
payments  till  Parliament  gave  further  orders.  As  the  Bank’s  position  was 
actually  exceedingly  sound  the  panic  passed  pretty  quickly.  The  Bank, 
moreover,  was  authorized  to  issue  notes  for  [z  and  £1  (hitherto  notes  for 
less  than  £5  had  not  been  issued).  The  new  paper  currency  was  soon  found 
to  be  convenient,  and  the  discretionary  power  to  refuse  cash  payments 
was  continued  as  a  safety-valve.  (See  Cunningham’s  English  Industry  and 
Commerce  in  Modern  Times,  vol.  iii,  pp.  692-5;  Flolland  Rose’s  William 
Pitt  and  the  Great  War,  pp.  308-9;  and  the  Annual  Register,  1797,  ch.  xi.) 
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I  could  not  promise  him.  He  behaved  very  much  as 
a  Gentleman.  He  gave  me  a  Book  relating  to  Naval 
Officers  to  Feb.  1797.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbould  soon 
after  made  us  a  long  Visit.  Whilst  they  were  here, 
Dr.  Thorne  called  here  &  saw  Nancy,  but  did  not  join 
us.  Reed,  for  Butter  to  day  at  i/of — o.  5.  2-J.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Tongue  &  Potatoes,  &  a  rost  Fowl. 
Nancy  still  mending  in  Health.  Butter  made  7.  Pints  -J. 

Mar.  3,  Friday.  .  .  .  Dr.  Thorne  has  very  well  hit  Nancys 
Case.  The  Bank  stopping  Payment  makes  great 
Grumblings. 

Mar.  4,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  still  getting  better  and  better.  Dr. 
Thorne  called  here  again  this  Morning,  found  Nancy 
so  well,  that  she  is  only  to  take  the  Pills  she  has  by  her 
&  use  up  the  present  Bottle  of  Embrocation  for  the 
Knee — and  so  finish.  Dinner  to  day,  hash  Mutton  and 
a  Pudding  &c.  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  the  little  Cart  after  News  &  other  little 
Jobbs.  He  returned  home  by  four  o’clock  this  After¬ 
noon  bringing  great  News  with  him,  of  Admiral  Sr 
John  Jervis,  having  had  an  Engagement  with  the 
Spanish  Fleet  (who  were  going  to  join  the  French 
Fleet)  and  had  obtained  a  complete  &  glorious  Victory 
over  them.  Four  very  large  Men  of  War  taken  & c.  two 
of  them  of  no.  Guns.1 

1  Sir  John  Jervis  (1735-1823)  had  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Mediterranean  Fleet  in  1795.  The  French  victories  in  Italy  in  1796  and 
the  combination  of  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  compelled  him  to  with¬ 
draw  from  the  Mediterranean,  and  it  now  became  essential  to  prevent  any 
junction  of  the  Mediterranean  French  and  Spanish  fleets  with  the  French 
fleet  at  Brest.  Accordingly  Jervis  stationed  himself  off  Cape  St.  Vincent 
early  in  February,  1797,  and  on  St.  Valentine’s  day  he  and  Nelson,  with 
fifteen  ships,  attacked  the  Spanish  fleet  of  twenty-seven.  The  Spaniards 
were  completely  defeated  and  four  of  their  ships  were  captured.  The 
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Mar.  5,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Willins  did  Duty  this  Morning 
at  Weston  Ch.  Mrs.  Corbould  and  with  her  a  Miss 
Sutliffe  from  Norwich  called  on  us  this  Morning  as 
they  walked  to  Church.  We  did  not  go  being  in¬ 
different.  Miss  Woodforde  continues  mending  daily. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Pike  &  rost  Beef  &c.  Mr. 
Custance  was  not  at  Church  this  Morning. 

Mar.  6,  Monday.  .  .  .  Dull  &  damp,  but  much  Milder 
than  Yesterday.  Nancy  near  the  same  as  Yesterday. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbould  &  Miss  Sutliffe  made  us  a 
morning  Visit.  Mr.  Corbould  but  indifferent.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  Pike  rosted  with  a  Pudding  in  his  belly,  and 
very  good  eating  it  was.  I  privately  baptized  a  Child  of 
Walkers  by  name,  Sarah,  this  Morning  at  my  House. 

Mar.  7,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  About  one  o’clock,  Mrs.  Bodham, 
with  her  sister  Mrs.  Balls,  and  Miss  Anne  Donne,  Mrs. 
Bodhams  Niece,  came  to  our  House  in  their  little 
Whiskey  to  take  a  Family  [dinner]  with  us,  which  they 
did  at  3.  o’clock — and  we  gave  them  for  Dinner,  a  Leg 
of  Mutton  rosted  &  a  plain  Pudding,  and  a  Couple  of 
Ducks  rosted  and  a  Damson  Pudding  &c.  They  did  not 
stay  to  drink  Tea  this  Afternoon,  but  left  us  about 
5.  o’  clock.  Their  old  Servant  Willm.  Ward  was  with 
them.  It  rather  puzzled  me  at  first  to  provide  a  Dinner 
for  them  having  ordered  a  Dinner  for  ourselves  only. 
There  was  however  just  time  sufficient  for  the  Leg  of 
Mutton  and  very  luckily  had  a  Couple  of  Ducks  fit  to 
dress. 

March  8,  Wednesday.  ...  Of  Willm.  Spraggs  for  two 
little  Piggs,  only  five  Months  and  2.  Weeks  old  at  21/0. 

victory,  news  of  which  reached  London  on  March  3,  had  a  profound  effect, 
coming  as  it  did  at  a  time  of  national  depression.  Jervis  was  given  a  pension 
of  £3,000  a  year,  and  created  Earl  St.  Vincent.  (See  notice  of  Jervis  in 

D.N.B.) 
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2.  2.  o.  This  Day  being  appointed  for  a  public  Fast  to 
be  observed,  there  were  Prayers  &  Sermon  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston  Church  by  Mr.  Willins  of  Norwich, 
who  served  it  for  Mr.  Corbould.  We  did  not  go,  being 
but  indifferent.  Mr.  Custance  nor  Son  at  Church. 
Mrs.  Corbould  and  Miss  Sutliffe  at  Church.  They  did 
not  call  either  going  or  coming  back.  Divine  Service 
was  in  Afternoon  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Tripe,  Pork 
&  Greens  &c.  Briton  very  poorly  to  day,  a  violent 
purging  which  he  is  subject  to  some  times.  I  gave  him 
some  Rhubarb,  going  to  bed. 

March  II,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  cold  again  this  Morning  but  very  cheery. 
Very  rough  NEE  Wind  colder  rather  than  Yesterday. 
No  appearance  at  all  scarce  to  be  seen  of  a  near 
approaching  Spring.  Nothing  grows.  Sent  Ben  this 
Morning  on  Elorseback  to  Norwich  after  Newspapers 
&c.  Ben  returned  about  four  o’clock  this  After.  New 
Bank  of  England  Notes  of  forty  &  twenty  Shillings, 
began  circulating  at  Norwich,  on  Thursday  last,  in¬ 
stead  of  Cash.1  The  disaffected  to  Government  very 
mad  at  it.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Fowl,  Pork  &  Greens 
&c.  Horace  Walpole  Earl  of  Orford  dead.2 

March  12,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Colder  than  ever.  Very  dry,  but 
piercing  cold  E.  Wind.  Mr.  Corbould  did  duty  at 
Weston  Church  this  Aft.  He  gave  us  a  Call  as  he 

1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  March  1st  preceding. 

2  Horace  Walpole,  4th  Earl  of  Orford,  died  in  his  eightieth  year  at  his 
house  in  Berkeley  Square  on  March  2,  1797.  He  was  buried  quietly  at  the 
ancestral  Houghton,  Norfolk.  ‘I  shall  be  quite  content  with  a  sprig  of 
rosemary  thrown  after  me,  when  the  parson  of  the  parish  commits  my  dust 
to  dust’  he  had  written  to  the  Countess  of  Upper  Ossory  on  January  15 
of  this  year — 1797.  (See  the  Paget  Toynbee  edition  of  the  Letters  of 
Horace  Walpole,  vol.  xv,  pp.  435-6;  also  the  foot-note  to  p.  316,  vol.  iii, 
of  the  present  Diary.) 
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walked  to  Church.  We  did  not  go,  the  Weather  being 
so  very  cold.  Neither  Mr.  Custance  nor  Mrs.  Cor- 
bould  at  Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Cod-Fish  &  Veal 
Collops  &c. 

Mar.  14,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  rather  uneasy,  fearing  she 
may  [be]  worse  again.  A  Mr.  Suckling,  a  young 
Clergyman,  Brother  to  Captain  Suckling  who  called  on 
me  last  Week,  waited  on  me  about  Noon  concerning 
the  Curacy  of  Weston,  which  he  would  be  glad  to  take. 
I  told  him  that  a  Cousin  of  his  had  already  applied  for 
it,  and  if  he  does  not  take  it,  that  he  should  have  the 
refusal.  He  seemed  a  very  good  kind  of  Man,  had  a 
blemish  in  his  right  eye.  I  believe  he  cannot  see  at  all 
with  it.  I  asked  him  to  stay  &  dine  with  us,  which  he 
did — on  a  piece  of  rost  Beef  &  a  Yorkshire  Pudding. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Suckling  came,  Mr.  Custance  joined  us 
and  spent  full  half  an  Hour  with  us.  Mr.  Suckling 
went  for  Norwich  about  5.  o’clock. 

Mar.  16,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Corbould  called  on  us  about 
Noon  and  took  out  Miss  Woodforde  an  Airing  in  her 
Chariot.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Neck  of  Veal  &  Pork 
&c.  There  being  little  or  no  Cash  stirring  and  the 
Country  Bank  Notes  being  refused  to  be  taken,  create 
great  Uneasiness  in  almost  all  People — fearful  what 
Consequences  may  follow.  Excise  Officers  refuse  taking 
Country  Notes  for  the  payment  of  the  several  Duties. 
Many  do  not  know  what  to  do  on  the  present  Occasion 
having  but  very  little  Cash  by  them.1 

Mar.  18,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Still  the  same  continued  dry  cold 
Weather.  Miss  W.  complains  a  good  deal  again  of  great 
pain  in  her  bad  Left  Leg.  It  makes  her  low.  Much  is 
owing  I  think  to  the  very  long  continued  dry  cold 
Weather  with  an  ENE  Wind  so  long.  Dinner  to  day 

1  For  the  bank  crisis  see  foot-note  to  entry  for  March  1st. 
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Fryed  Beef  See.  See.  Bidewells  People  brought  our 
Newspapers.  To  young  John  Grant  gave  this  Morn’ 
o.  o.  6. 

Mar.  19,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Corbould  did  duty  at  Weston 
Church  this  Morning.  He  with  his  Wife  called  on  us  as 
they  walked  to  Church,  but  not  returning.  Mr.  Cus- 
tance  at  Church  this  Morning,  we  were  not,  being 
rather  unwell,  both  of  us.  Dinner  to  day,  a  fine  Turkey 
rosted  Sec.  Still  very  cold  NE  Winds  prevail  but  very 
dry. 

Mar.  20,  Monday.  .  .  .  Nancy  complained  soon  after 
breakfast  of  very  great  coldness  about  her,  cold 
streams  running  down  her  legs  Se  arms  &c.  However 
she  was  much  stronger  and  could  walk  better  this 
Morning  than  for  a  long,  long  time.  Luckily  about 
1.  o’clock  Dr.  Thorne  accidently  called  to  enquire  after 
us,  and  we  were  talking  about  sending  for  him.  Happen¬ 
ing  to  have  some  Camphor  Pills  about  him,  he  left 
some  for  her  to  take  3.  times  a  Day,  and  to  drink  plenti¬ 
fully  of  Port  Wine,  at  least  a  Pint  in  a  day.  Dinner  to 
day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  Sec. 

Mar.  21,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Very  smart  Frost  all  last  Night. 
Much  Ice.  Nancy  a  small  matter  better  this  Morning. 
Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  To  an 
American  Man  with  a  Petition,  who  with  some  others 
were  shipwrecked  near  the  Yorkshire  Coast  gave  o.  2.  6. 
Dinner  to  day,  Peas-Soup  Se  rost  Beef.  Ben  having 
found  a  Hare  in  one  of  my  Closes  beyond  the  Cover, 
and  having  told  of  the  same  to  Emeris  &  Reynolds, 
their  Greyhound  coursed  her  and  killed  her,  and  gave 
her  to  me.  It  happened  whilst  we  were  at  Dinner, 
therefore  knew  nothing  of  it,  till  I  saw  the  Hare. 

Mar.  22,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  continues  still  to  get 
better  by  drinking  plentifully  of  Port  Wine,  at  least 
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I.  Pint  in  a  day.  Busy  in  brewing  of  strong  Beer 
Yesterday  &  to  day.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Corbould  made  us  a 
late  Morning  Visit.  .  .  . 

Mar.  23,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  finely  to  day,  getting  better  fastly.  I 
took  a  Walk  by  myself  this  Morning  to  Weston-House 
and  made  Mr.  Custance  a  long  Visit.  I  walked  about 
with  him  in  his  Gardens  and  Plantations  till  after  2. 
o’clock.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  Nancy  whilst  I  was  out 
and  was  glad  to  see  her  so  well.  I  met  the  Dr.  on  my 
return  home  just  by  my  great  Gate.  I  asked  him  to  go 
back  &.  dine  with  us  but  he  cd.  not.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Slip-Marrow  Bone  of  Beef  and  a  Suet  Pudding 
&c.  Reed,  for  Butter  to  day  at  i/oi — o.  3.  if.  I  was 
rather  tired  with  my  Walk  this  Morning. 

Mar.  24,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Miss  W.  finely  again  to  day,  still  getting  better. 
It  being  a  fine  and  mild  Morn’  I  was  very  busy  in 
pruning  some  Fir-Trees  in  my  Garden.  Dinner  to  day, 
Salt  Fish  &  Beef  Steaks  &c.  Went  up  to  Betty  Carys 
this  Evening  and  got  of  her  two  Spanish  Dollars,  having 
our  kings  Head  in  Miniature  stamped  on  the  Neck  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  alluding  to  the  great  Victory  over 
the  Spanish  Fleet,  lately,  by  Sr.  Jg,  Jervis.1  They  are 
made  current  now  in  England  and  go  for  4s/9d.  I  gave 
Betty  for  the  two  o.  9.  6.  When  I  returned  home  I  gave 
Nancy  one  of  them.  To  Widow  Cupper,  at  Carys  Shop, 
gave  o.  o.  6. 

Mar.  25,  Saturday.  . . .  Nancy  near  the  same  as  Yesterday. 
We  had  a  smart  Storm  of  Rain  about  2.  o’clock.  I  was 
out  in  part  of  it,  and  almost  wet  thro’.  Dinner  to  Day, 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Betty  Cary  brought  our 
News-Papers  &c.  but  very  late.  Had  a  Letter  from  my 
1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  March  4. 
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Brother — all  very  well.  Had  another  from  Richd. 
Colbourne1 — nothing  good. 

Mar.  27,  Monday.  .  .  .  Nancy  rather  better  to  day  if  any 
thing.  To  an  old  pensioned  East-India  Soldier  who  said 
he  had  served  in  that  Service  abroad  35.  Yrs.  He  was 
almost  blind  &  sadly  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  a 
Shell  I  gave  him  o.  1 . 0.  The  moment  after  he  asked  for 
Beer — I  gave  it  him.  Sent  Mr.  Custance  4.  Quart 
Bottles  of  Mead  made  last  Year.  Have  only  4.  left 
for  ourselves.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Tripe  &c. 

Mar.  28,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  finely  again  to  day  thank 
God!  Fine  Weather  for  sowing  the  Lent  Crop.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  very  fine,  fat  Cock-Turkey  weighed  near  15. 
Pounds  when  alive. 

Mar.  29,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Corbould  called  on  us  this 
Morning,  as  did  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham.  Mr. 
Thorne  came  to  see  Nancy  this  Morning.  He  strongly 
recommends  Port  Wine  and  to  drink  rather  More  than 
less.  She  drank  to  day  between  a  Pint  &  a  Quart  with¬ 
out  having  the  lest  effect  upon  the  Brain.  She  has  not 
drank  less  than  a  Pint  for  many  Days.  Dinner  to  day, 
Tripe  boiled  &  cold  Beef  &c.  Mr.  Stoughton  brought 
us  some  good  news.  That  we  had  taken  the  Island  of 
Trinidad  in  the  West  Indies  from  the  Spaniards,  had 
taken  some  of  their  Ships  &c.  Admiral  Harvey’s  Fleet 
gained  the  above  Victory.2  Nancy  continues  near  the 
same  as  Yesterday. 

Mar.  31,  Friday.  . .  .  Miss  W.  near  the  same  as  Yesterday. 
Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  sent  us  a  nice  Pike  this 

1  His  solicitor’s  clerk:  see  vol.  iv,  p.  53. 

2  Admiral  Sir  Henry  Harvey  (1737-1810)  in  collaboration  with  General 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  (1734-1801)  captured  Trinidad  from  the  Spaniards 
on  February  21,  179 7,  together  with  two  war-ships,  three  others  being 
burned  in  the  harbour  by  the  Spaniards  themselves.  (See  Annual  Register, 
1797,  chronicle  p.  8,  also  D.N.B.) 
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Morn’ — gave  his  Servt.  o.  i.  o.  To  Bowles’s  Wife,  for 
a  Leveret  gave  o.  I.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pike  & 
Breast  of  Mutton.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  Cucumber 
this  Evening  by  John  Knights — the  first  I  have  seen 
this  Season  and  I  think  very  early  indeed  considering 
the  cold  Weather  we  have  had  so  long.  Mr.  Custance 
is  at  Sr.  Edwd.  Bacon’s  but  gave  orders  to  Knights  to 
bring  us  the  same. 

April  1st,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with 
9.  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome.  Sent  by  him  a 
Letter  to  Mr.  Colborne  of  Pennard  in  Somerset  in 
answer  to  his  last  week.  I  privately  named  a  Child  of 
Willm.  Curzon’s  this  Morning  at  my  House,  by  name 
William.  My  Cow,  Polly  had  a  Bull  Calf  this  Morning. 
Ben  returned  home  soon  after  4.  o’clock  this  Af.  having 
sold  my  Barley  at  8/6  per  Coomb.  I  reed,  no  Cash  but 
only  a  Corn  Note.  Dinner  to  day,  Salt  Fish  and  rost 
Beef  &c.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester’s  Son,  Prince  Willm. 
Henry  arrived  at  Norwich  last  Night.1  Mr.  Thorne 
called  to  see  Miss  Woodforde  this  Morning. 

April  2,  Sunday.  . . .  Nancy  continues  still  getting  better. 
Mr.  Corbould  did  duty  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church, 
and  likewise  after  Service  buried  a  Child  of  Joseph 
Bowles  by  name  Benj.  aged  2.  Yrs.  Mr.  Custance  & 
Son  Willm.  at  Church  this  Morn’.  We  did  not  go  being 

1  Prince  William  Henry  (1743-1805)  was  himself  Duke  of  Gloucester 
and  brother  of  George  III.  The  Diarist  probably  means  Prince  William 
Frederick,  son  of  the  Duke  by  Maria,  illegitimate  daughter  of  Sir  Edward 
Walpole:  her  first  husband  was  the  Earl  of  Waldegrave,  and  her  sub¬ 
sequent  marriage  to  the  King’s  brother  in  17 66  had  caused  great  umbrage 
in  Court  circles.  Prince  William  Frederick  (1776-1834),  their  son,  sub¬ 
sequently  became  Duke  of  Gloucester.  He  married  a  daughter  of  George 
III,  and  though  (perhaps  because)  undistinguished,  seems  to  have  led  a 
very  happy,  useful,  and  philanthropic  life.  (See  D.N.B.  for  an  account  of 
these  two  Dukes  of  Gloucester.) 
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unwell  and  also  wet.  Dinner  to  da y,  Cod-Fish  boiled 
&  Shrimp  Sauce  and  a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Ben 
brought  the  Fish  Yesterday  from  Norwich. 

Ap.  3,  Monday.  .  .  .  Nancy  still  seems  to  get  better 
daily.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Mr.  Thorne’s  after 
more  Medicine  for  her  by  the  Doctor’s  Order.  She  is 
now  taking  Huxom’s  Tincture  with  a  decoction  of  Bark, 
&  some  mixed  Pills  of  Camphire  &c.  I  bottled  off  my 
Mead,  made  in  October  last,  this  Morning,  and  had  27. 
Bottles  in  the  whole.  Lost  one  however  of  the  27.  in 
the  corking  by  bursting  soon  after  corking  the  same. 
Dinner  to  day,  Mutton  Soup  and  a  Leveret  rosted. 
Soft  Rain  most  part  of  the  Day  and  very  cold. 

Ap.  4,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  near  the  same  as  Yesterday. 
Dr.  Thorne  called  again  on  Nancy  this  Morning. 
Whilst  Mr.  Thorne  was  here,  Mr.  Custance  and  Son 
William  made  us  a  long  Morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day, 
Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

April  7,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Corbould  with  Miss  Corbould 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  they  walked  from  Hungate. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beevor  from  Witchingham  dined  at 
Mr.  Corboulds  Yesterday,  we  were  asked,  but  could 
not  go,  Nancy  having  been  ill  &  not  well  yet,  still  under 
Medicine  3.  times  a  Day.  We  had  10  Goslings  from 
the  youngest  Goose.  Dinner  to  day,  Salt  Fish  &  a 
Piece  of  boiled  Beef. 

April  8,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with 
ten  Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome.  The  Revd.  Mr. 
Suckling  of  Aylsham  with  a  Servt.  in  livery  waited  on 
me  about  2.  o’clock  this  Afternoon,  respecting  Hungate- 
Lodge  and  the  Curacy  of  Weston  for  a  Brother  of  his 
by  name  Horace  now  with  his  Father  in  London.  He  is 
going  to  be  married  and  would  be  glad  of  a  House  & 
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a  Curacy  in  Norfolk  near  his  Brother.  I  walked  with 
him  to  see  the  House,  and  on  his  return,  eat  some  cold 
rost  Leg  of  Mutton  and  drank  a  Glass  or  two  of  Port- 
Wine — and  then  returned  home  to  Aylsham.  I  asked 
him  to  partake  of  a  warm  Dinner,  but  he  said  it  would 
make  it  too  late  for  him.  Dinner  to  day,  Calfs  Fry  & 
Heart  broiled.  Miss  W.  likes  Mr.  Suckling  very  much, 
he  is  very  neat,  sensible,  free  &  polite  Gentleman  about 
32.  Years  of  Age  and  a  Batchelor.  Ben  returned  home 
between  5.  and  6.  He  did  not  bring  me  Cash  for  my 
Wheat  but  only  a  Note.  Mr.  Bloome  is  to  give  me  at 
22/0. — 11.  o.  o.  Mr.  Thorne  called  here  whilst  Mr. 
Suckling  was  here  to  see  Miss  W.  who  went  to  meet  him 
in  the  great  Parlour,  being  engaged  with  Mr.  Suckling 
in  the  Study,  could  not  speak  with  the  Dr. 

April  10,  Monday.  .  .  .  Very  cold,  strong  E.  Wind  & 
cloudy — colder  a  great  deal  than  Yesterday,  the  Wind 
being  high.  Last  night  I  had  but  indifferent  Night  of 
Sleep,  having  very  hurrying  &  frightful  Dreams  at 
times.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas  Soup  &  some  Beef  Steaks. 

April  11,  Tuesday.  ...  Not  right  well,  Spirits  rather  low 
& c.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Corbould  called  on  us  this  Afternoon  and  drank 
Coffee  &  Tea  with  us. 

April  12,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning. 
Reed,  of  Reynolds  of  Morton  for  Turnips  3.  8.  3.  Miss 
W.  being  much  better,  we  walked  up  to  Weston  House 
this  Morning,  it  being  fine,  and  I  spent  upwards  of  a 
Hour  with  Mr.  Custance  and  his  Son  William.  Mr. 
Custance  walked  back  with  us  some  Way.  On  our 
return  home  we  found  Mr.  Thorne  at  our  House,  who 
stayed  with  us  near  an  Hour.  He  did  not  prescribe  any 
Medicine  for  my  Niece  as  she  is  at  present  so 
25 
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finely.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Calfs  Head  &  Pork  & 
Greens. 

April  14.  Good-Friday.  .  .  .  This  being  Good-Friday, 
Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  this  Morning  at  Weston 
Church.  He  did  not  call  on  us,  it  being  very  wet  all  the 
whole  Morning  which  prevented  our  Intentions  of 
going  to  Church  as  it  did  Mr.  Custance  &c.  Dinner  to 
day,  Veal  Soup,  Eggs,  Fritters  and  toasted  Cheese,  and 
Potatoes.  I  eat  only  some  Potatoes,  Fritters  &  toasted 
Cheese. 

April  15,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Miss  W.  being  finely,  left  off  taking  any  Medi¬ 
cine  whatever,  Yesterday  Afternoon,  she  having  finished 
all  the  Dr.  sent  to  her,  and  he  thinks  it  all  sufficient. 
Nancy  had  a  long  Letter  last  Night  from  Miss  Pounsett. 
It  came  by  Mr.  Custance’s  Servant,  Rising,  from 
Norwich,  he  having  been  sent  there  Yesterday.  The 
chief  Matter  of  it,  of  wishing  our  coming  soon.  We 
expected  the  Revd.  Benjn.  Suckling  of  Aylsham  this 
Day  to  Dinner,  he  having  partly  promised  me  and  after 
waiting  on  Mr.  Custance  in  the  Morning  concerning 
Hungate  Lodge  for  his  Brother  Horace.  But  he  neither 
came  to  my  House  or  Weston  House  being  (I  suppose) 
prevented  by  something  extraordinary.  I  had  provided 
a  Dinner  rather  extra  on  the  Occasion  and  we  waited 
full  half  an  Hour  after  our  Time.  Mr.  Custance  &  Son 
Willm.  drank  Coffee  and  Tea  with  us  this  Evening  and 
he  rather  expected  to  have  seen  Mr.  Suckling  at  my 
House.  Mr.  Custance  &  Son  left  us  about  8.  o’clock. 
Dinner  to  day,  hashed  Calfs  Head,  a  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted,  a  Pudding,  Rasberry  Puffs  & c.  Bidewells  People 
brought  our  Newspapers  to  day. 

April  16,  Easter  Day.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  &  administered 
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the  Holy  Sacrament  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church 
being  Easter-Day.  I  went  to  Church  this  Morning  and 
reed,  the  Holy  Sacrament  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cor- 
bould — and  which  gave  me  great  Satisfaction.  Mrs. 
Corbould  was  at  Church  and  at  the  H.  Sacrament — 
she  went  with  Mr.  Corbould  in  their  close  Carriage. 
There  was  a  respectable  number  of  Communicants. 
Mr.  Custance  was  not  at  Church.  His  Son  William 
was,  but  not  at  the  H.  Sacrament  being  too  young. 
Miss  W.  did  not  go,  being  very  dirty  walking.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Corbould  called  on  Miss  Woodforde  on  their 
return  home  but  did  not  stay  long.  Gave  for  an 
Offering  at  the  Altar  o.  2.  6.  It  being  Easter-Day  we 
had  a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  as  usual  on  this  Day,  & c.  My 
Clerk,  Thos.  Thurston,  dined  with  our  Folks.  I  thank 
God  Almighty  that  I  found  myself  better  this  Day 
than  I  have  done  some  time. 

April  18,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  Aldridge  called  here  this  Morning,  and  I 
bought  of  him  some  Jaccanant  Muslin.  3.  yds.  at  s6/od. 
18.0.  which  will  make  me  6.  Cravatts — 1  yrd  &  i  wide. 
I  bought  also  of  Aldridge  this  Morning  1.  yrd  and  J  of 
Cambric  Muslin  for  4.  Stocks  at  s5/od  per  Yard.  1  yrd 
■J  wide  paid  o.  6.  3.  Also  1.  Yard  more  of  the  above  for 
12.  Frills  o.  5.  o.  Paid  Aldridge  upon  the  whole  1. 9.  3. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Corbould  called  on  us  as  they  went  to  dine 
at  Mr.  Stoughtons  at  Sparham — they  made  but  a  short 
Stay.  Mrs.  C.  very  tasty  in  a  pretty  Garter  blue  Sattin 
Hat,  after  the  most  fashionable  rate.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

April  19,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Thorne  called  here  this  Morning  to  see 
Miss  W.  He  was  not  got  within  Door  before  Mrs.  Cor¬ 
bould  called  upon  her  in  her  carriage  to  take  her  to 
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Mattishall  to  see  Mrs.  Bodham,  by  appointment.  Soon 
after  they  were  gone,  Mr.  Corbould  walked  down  to  my 
House  and  spent  an  Hour  with  me.  Miss  W.  on  her 
return  from  Mattishall  to  Hungate  Lodge  stayed  & 
dined  with  Mrs.  Corbould  See.  I  walked  up  in  the 
Afternoon  to  Mr.  Corboulds  and  drank  Coffee  &  Tea 
with  him,  Mrs.  Corbould  and  Miss  Woodforde — we 
got  home  to  Supper.  I  had  for  my  Dinner  to  day  some 
Peas  Soup,  and  a  Breast  of  Mutton  rosted  See.  Mr. 
Corbould  pressed  me  much  to  dine  with  him  to  day,  as 
he  was  at  my  House. 

April  20,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  supped  &  slept 
again  at  home.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her  Aunt 
Ja  Woodforde.  It  came  from  Weston-House.  We  had 
quite  a  white  Frost  this  Morning.  We  dined  &  spent 
the  Afternoon  at  Mr.  Mellish’s  of  East  Tuddenham, 
with  him,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbould,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howman  of  Hockering.  Nancy  went  &  returned  in 
Mrs.  Corboulds  close  Carriage.  I  went  in  my  Cart.  It 
was  very  cheery  over  head  but  Air  very  cold  and  a 
cutting  N.E.  Wind.  Very  cold  it  was  on  my  return 
home  in  the  Evening.  We  had  for  Dinner  to  day,  some 
Haddocks  3.  one  boiled,  8e  two  fryed  with  Shrimp 
Sauce,  Sorrell  Soup,  a  boiled  Tongue  &  Veal  Cutlets, 
Beef-Steak  Patties  with  upright  Paste,  a  plain  Pudding 
and  a  Leg  of  Mutton.  The  Fish  removed  for  a  rost 
Turkey,  Trifle  in  place  of  the  Soup,  Rasberry  Jam  in 
Paste,  3.  small  Crabs  ready  dressed  in  Shells,  Leg  of 
Mutton  remaining.  It  would  have  been  much 
pleasanter  had  the  Wind  not  been  so  rough  and  so  cold. 
Great  alteration  indeed  since  Mr.  Du  Quesne’s  death. 
We  got  home  soon  after  8.  o’clock.  We  had  no  good 
Playing.  Mem:  The  old  Garden  (late  Du  Quesnes) 
quite  altered  now  in  regular  Slopes.  A  new  walled 
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garden  made  behind  the  House  some  distance.  Many 
Trees  cut  down. 

April  21,  Friday.  ...  A  very  cold  disagreeable  Day, 
cloudy  with  strong  ENE  Wind  and  no  sunshine.  Reed, 
for  Butter  this  Morning  at  iid.  o.  2.  9.  Nancy  is  some¬ 
thing  better.  She  is  again  taking  some  Pills  by  Dr. 
Thorne’s  advice.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas-Soup,  hash 
Mutton  &  Pudding  and  a  nice  little  Leveret  rosted. 

I  was  but  indifferent  all  Day — rather  low. 

April  22,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  10.  Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  Calfs  Fry  &c.  Ben 
returned  about  5.  this  Aft.  from  Norwich  with  News 
Papers  & c.  Wheat  s2o/o  Per  Coomb  only — reed,  in 
Cash  &  Bank  Notes  from  mine  10.  o.  o. 

April  23,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston  Church.  We  walked  to 
Church  to  day  being  fine  Weather.  Mr.  Custance  & 
Son  Willm.  at  Church,  as  were  Mrs.  Corbould,  Miss 
Corbould  &  young  Longdale.  They  all  called  at  our 
House  on  their  return.  Dinner  to  day,  Cod-Fish  & 
Shrimp  Sauce  and  a  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

April  24,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morning  1.  Qrs  Land-Tax 
and  half  a  Years  other  Taxes.  In  all  Pd.  8.  15.  4f. 
Mem:  It  was  s2 /6d  too  much.  It  should  have  been  no 
more  [than]  8.  12.  iof.  Soon  after  Js.  Pegg  was  gone, 
John  Girling  Junr.  called  on  me  for  the  Poor  Rate  at 
si/4d  in  the  Pd.  for  half  a  Year,  from  Michlms.  last  to 
Lady  Day  last  past,  for  which  I  paid  him  2.  o.  4.  I  am 
charged  to  the  Rate  at  ^30  s5  od.  Just  before  Dinner, 
Sudbury  of  Norwich  also  called  on  me  for  Orders,  but  I 
gave  him  none.  He  did  not  stay  long,  drank  a  Glass  of 
Wine  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Calfs  Head  &  Pork  &c. 
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In  the  Afternoon  Mr.  Custance  and  Son  Willm.  came 
to  our  House  &  drank  Coffee  &  Tea  with  us  in  a  friendly, 
neighbourly  way,  and  stayed  with  us  till  after  8.  in  the 
Evening.  Rather  disagreeable  News  at  present  going 
abt.  of  a  Mutiny  of  the  Seamen  on  board  his  Majesty’s 
Fleet  now  at  Spithead.1 

April  25,  Tuesday.  . . .  Js.  Pegg  called  on  me  this  Morning 
and  repaid  me  what  I  overpaid  him  Yesterday — being 
o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 
A  County  Meeting  to  day  at  Norwich  concerning  a 
Petition  for  removing  the  present  Ministry. 

April  26,  Wednesday.  ...  I  took  a  ride  in  my  little  Cart 
this  Morning  to  Sparham  and  made  Mr.  Stoughton  a 

1  The  mutiny  in  the  Channel  Fleet  at  Spithead  first  broke  out  on 
April  15  th.  It  was  due  to  the  disgraceful  conditions  under  which  sailors 
then  served.  Their  pay  had  remained  unchanged  since  the  time  of 
Charles  II,  despite  the  great  increase  in  prices — specially  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  Revolutionary  Wars.  Their  food  was  insufficient  and  bad,  and  the 
discipline  inordinately  brutal.  The  Admiralty  were  forced  to  concede  the 
Fleet’s  demands,  and  after  an  interval  of  nearly  ten  days  the  sailors  returned 
to  their  allegiance.  But  a  second  mutiny  broke  out  on  May  7th,  the  Fleet 
refused  to  sail  against  the  French  who  were  said  to  have  left  Brest,  and  a 
number  of  unpopular  officers  were  sent  ashore.  This  second  mutiny  was 
finally  settled  by  Admiral  Howe  on  May  14th,  certain  officers  being  super¬ 
seded.  But  meanwhile  another  and  more  dangerous  mutiny  broke  out 
in  the  ships  at  Sheerness,  and  spread  to  those  at  the  Nore.  This  mutiny 
was  almost  purely  revolutionary,  moreover  it  spread  to  the  northern  fleet 
at  sea  under  Admiral  Duncan,  then  blockading  the  Dutch  Fleet  in  the 
Texel.  The  mutiny  lasted  over  a  month— till  June  14,  when  it  was  finally 
stamped  out  through  the  energetic  measures  taken  by  the  Government  and 
Parliament.  The  mutinous  ships  were  cut  off  from  supplies,  all  intercourse 
with  the  land  was  stopped,  and  the  leading  mutineer  Parker  was  at  length 
arrested  and  hanged.  Meanwhile  Admiral  Duncan  with  two  loyal  ships 
deceived  the  Dutch  by  signalling  to  an  imaginary  force  in  support.  As 
Lord  Rosebery  says  in  his  Pitt,  this  year,  1797,  was  ‘the  darkest  and  most 
desperate  that  any  British  minister  has  ever  had  to  face’.  England’s  main 
and  almost  last  ally,  Austria,  had  made  peace  with  France  in  the  preliminary 
treaty  of  Leoben  (April  7),  and  Pitt  himself  a  little  later  in  the  year  was 
impelled  to  seek  for  peace — in  vain. 
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Morning  Visit  and  there  I  met  Mr.  Augustus  Beevor  of 
Witchingham,  and  with  him  a  Mr.  Blatch,  Brother  to 
Mrs.  Beevor.  Stayed  abt.  half  an  hour  and  then  drove 
to  Mr.  Anson’s  at  Lyng,  but  he  was  gone  to  Aylsham, 
I  left  a  Note  for  him  with  his  Housekeeper  Mrs.  Wood 
who  has  lived  in  the  Family  upwards  of  25.  Yrs.  I  got 
home  a  little  after  2.  o’clock.  It  begun  raining  just 
before  we  got  home  about  5.  minutes  and  continued  the 
whole  Day  &  Night  after.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of 
Mutton  rosted  & c. 

April  27,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  About  Noon,  Mr.  Suckling  of  Aylsham  with  his 
Brother  Horace  from  London,  came  to  my  House  in  a 
Post-Chaise  and  a  Servant  on  Horseback  and  they 
stayed  and  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  us.  They 
came  to  see  Hungate-Lodge  and  to  treat  with  Mr. 
Custance  about  the  same.  I  went  with  them  in  the 
Chaise  to  Hungate  and  immediately  after  to  Weston 
House,  but  Mr.  Custance  was  gone  to  his  Brothers  at 
Lyng.  We  saw  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  who  shewed  them 
some  of  the  Rooms.  I  left  Compts.  for  Mr.  C.  and 
should  be  glad  to  see  him  in  the  Afternoon.  We 
returned  home  by  3.  o’clock  to  dinner.  Dinner  a  Piece 
of  rost  Beef,  hashed  Calfs  Head,  a  plain  Pudding, 
Rasberry  Puffs  &c.  About  5.  o’clock  Mr.  Custance 
came  to  us  and  drank  Coffee  and  Tea  with  us.  A  little 
after  6.  Mr.  Suckling  &  Brother  went  for  Aylsham 
having  settled  all  Matters  with  Mr.  Custance  to  the 
Satisfaction  of  all  Parties.  Mr.  C.  stayed  with  us  after¬ 
wards  till  after  8.  o’clock.  He  approves  much  of  the 
Messrs.  Sucklings.  They  are  fashionable  young  Men, 
and  Horace  who  is  to  be  my  Curate,  appears  to  be  a 
good  natured,  sensible,  easy  Man — rather  fat  &  short. 
He  is  to  enter  on  my  Curacy  &  Hungate  Lodge  at 
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Michlms.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  half  a  dozen  young 
Pigeons  by  Knights.  Gave  him  o.  i.  o. 

April  28,  Friday.  ...  A  Meeting  of  the  County  to  day  at 
Norwich  in  opposition  to  the  Meeting  on  Tuesday  last. 

April  30,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Buckle  of  Norwich  did  duty  at 
Weston  Church  this  Morning.  We  were  not  there, 
being  rather  unwell.  Mr.  Custance  and  Son  Willm. 
were  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner  to  day  Breast  of  Veal 
rosted  &c. 

May  1st,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Anson  of  Lyng  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Pigeon 
Pye  See.  We  had  some  heavy  Thunder  Claps  this  After¬ 
noon  with  Lightning  &  some  Rain.  It  was  very  cold 
nevertheless  this  Evening.  Roberson,  our  old  Apparitor, 
called  here  in  the  Afternoon  to  inform  me  of  the  Arch¬ 
deacons  Visitation  at  Aylsham  on  the  19.  of  May. 

May  2nd,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  after  Fish  for  Dinner  to  day  having  Company. 
I  sent  by  him  a  Letter  to  my  Brother  at  Cary.  Ben 
returned  soon  after  12.  o’clock  with  a  Piece  of  very  fine 
fresh  Salmon,  the  head  Part,  about  5.  lb.  but  very  dear 
— si/6d  per  lb.  Mr.  Custance  &  Son  Willm.,  Mr.  Anson 
of  Lyng,  and  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham,  dined  & 
spent  the  Afternoon  with  us,  till  near  9.  in  the  Evening. 
We  gave  them  for  Dinner,  Salmon  &  Shrimp  Sauce, 
Ham  &  Couple  of  Nice  young  Chicken  boiled,  a  Saddle 
of  Mutton  rosted  &  plumb  Pudding,  Potatoes,  Colly- 
flower,  Brocoli,  Spinage  &  Cucumber.  After,  3.  rosted 
Pigeons  &  asparagus,  Damson  Tarts,  Tartlets  & 
Custards.  Desert,  Oranges,  Almonds  &  Raisins,  dryed 
Apples  &  others.  After  Coffee  &  Tea,  we  got  to  Cards 
to  limited  Loo  at  which,  Nancy  won  8/0.  and  I  won 
abt.  o.  5.  o.  Dr.  Thorne  called  here  this  Morning  to 
see  Miss  Woodforde.  Sold  Nancy  this  Morning  my 
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Putnam  Pig  by  the  youngest  of  my  Sows  about  a  Week 
old  only — for  the  Sum  of  o.  5.  o.  which  I  reed,  on  the 
Bargain  being  struck. 

May  4,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Had  a  Pig  killed  Yesterday. 
Weight  to  day  10  St.  -J-.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  this  Morn¬ 
ing  from  her  Brother  Willm.  at  Gallhampton  no  very 
great  News.  Cold  Rain  and  Wind  high  all  the  Morn¬ 
ing.  Dinner  to  day  a  rost  Chicken  &c.  Mr.  Custance 
Servant  j£  Knights,  brought  Miss  W.s  Letter  to  day. 
It  was  charged  only  8d  pd.  him  1.  o.  out  of  which  he 
owes  me  o.  4.  It  was  more  like  February  than  May  to 
day.  Very  rough  Wind  in  the  Afternoon  with  Rain. 
Reed,  for  Butter  to  day  at  nd.  o.  2.  3^-.  In  part  of 
Nancys  Brothers  Letter  to  her  to  day  he  does  not  say 
anything  promising  in  favour  of  Jenny  Pounsetts  in¬ 
tended  Husband,  Grove,  that  he  is  a  one  or  two  Bottle 
Hunter  and  a  little  of  the  Coxcomb  about  him. 

May  6,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  indifferent  with  regard  to  my  Cold,  it 
affected  me  inwardly  very  much,  made  me  low.  Mr. 
Custance  &  Son  Willm.  called  on  us  this  Morn’  and 
made  us  a  long  Visit,  which  we  took  very  kindly  indeed 
of  them,  as  they  leave  Weston  to  Morrow,  Mr.  Custance 
for  Bath,  and  his  Son  to  go  with  him  as  far  as  Thetford 
and  to  be  left  at  George  Beauchamps  near  Thetford, 
where  he  is  to  meet  his  Cousin  Bacon  and  from  thence 
to  go  with  his  Cousin  to  Sr.  Edmund  Bacons.  Mr. 
Custance  with  Mrs.  Custance  and  all  the  Family  are  to 
return  to  Weston  in  June,  therefore  Willm.  is  to  be  left 
in  Norfolk,  till  their  return.  Dinner  to  day,  Pigs  Fry, 
Pork  Steaks  &c.  Js.  Pegg  brought  our  Newspapers  for 
us  to  day. 

May  7,  Sunday.  ...  I  privately  baptized  a  Child  of  Willm. 
Wells  of  this  Parish,  this  Morn’  at  my  house,  by  name 
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Lettice.  Reed,  of  Knights  what  he  owed  me.  o.  o.  4 
having  given  a  Shilling  for  the  last  Letter  ins.  [instead] 
of  8.  Mrs.  Corbould  &  young  Longdale  called  on  us  just 
as  we  were  going  to  dinner  at  2.  o’clock,  there  being  no 
duty  at  Weston  Church  this  Afternoon  which  is  by  no 
means  handsome  of  Mr.  Corbould,  for  if  he  could  not 
serve  it  himself,  he  might  I  think  have  got  a  Substitute 
for  a  proper  Fee.  He  does  not  seem  to  me  to  have  taken 
any  Pains  abt.  this.  Mrs.  Corbould  &  Longdale  stayed 
but  a  little  time  with  us.  Dinner  to  day,  Fore  Qr.  of 
Lamb  rosted. 

May  8,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit.  About  two  o’clock  I  got  into  my  little  Cart  and 
drove  to  Mr.  Ansons  at  Lyng  and  there  dined  and  spent 
the  Afternoon  with  him,  Mr.  Stoughton,  Colonel 
Lloyd,  old  Mr.  Hammerton  of  Lyng,  and  one  Powel 
a  young  Farmer  of  Lyng  also.  We  had  for  Dinner, 
some  Rice  Soup,  boiled  Leg  of  Lamb,  with  the  Loin 
fryed  &  Spinnage,  baked  plumb  Pudding,  rost  Beef  &c. 
Then  Veal  Collops  a  Fowl  rosted  with  a  Pudding  in  its 
Breast,  Crabbs,  Custards,  Cheesecakes  &c.  Desert 
Apples  only. 

[The  next  eleven  lines  are  carefully  erased  either  by 
the  Diarist  or  by  some  other  hand;  if  the  later  com¬ 
ment  in  this  entry  on  the  boisterous  character  of 
Mr.  Anson’s  other  guests  is  any  guide,  the  deleted 
lines  may  refer  to  an  unseemly  carouse.] 

I  came  away  at  eight  o’clock,  one  Hour  later  than  I 
ordered,  owing  to  mine  or  other  Servants.  They  were 
only  just  going  to  Tea  when  I  set  out.  I  did  not  stay 
to  Tea  being  bad  in  a  Cold,  and  was  very  indifferent 
indeed  when  I  got  home.  It  was  extremely  cold  as  I 
returned  home,  which  was  very  unfortunately  very 
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severe  for  May.  The  other  part  of  the  Company  was  to 
sup  there.  I  was  sorry  for  Anson  as  he  appears  a  modest., 
sober,  good  kind  of  Man.  It  is  much  but  they  keep  him 
up  almost  all  Night,  being  pretty  good  ones  at  the 
Bottle.  Nancy  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at  home. 
She  could  not  go — there  being  no  Ladies. 

May  9,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  very  poorly  when  I  got  up,  having  had  but 
little  sleep  all  last  Night,  my  cold  so  very  troublesome. 
Quite  unwell  this  Morning,  but  thinking  that  I  should 
have  a  quiet  Day  to  day,  it  made  me  more  easy.  Very 
unexpectedly  however  a  Post  Chaise  with  a  Servant  in 
Livery  attending  on  it,  drove  up  to  my  Garden  Gate, 
with  two  Gentlemen  in  it,  the  two  Sucklings  from 
Aylsham,  about  n.  this  Morn’  and  they  stayed,  & 
dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  us.  They  walked  up 
before  Dinner  to  Hungate  Lodge  and  spent  an  Hour 
with  Mr.  Corbould  he  being  at  home  as  well  as  Mrs 
Corbould,  but  the  latter  did  not  make  her  Appearance. 
They  went  to  talk  with  Mr.  Corbould  about  Furniture 
that  they  would  take  of  him  on  his  leaving  the  House  at 
Michelmas.  Mr.  Corbould  asked  them  to  Dinner  but 
they  were  engaged  with  us.  After  they  left  Corboulds, 
they  walked  to  see  Weston-Church  which  they  liked 
much.  They  returned  to  Dinner  at  half  past  two 
o’clock.  I  did  not  go  with  them  being  much  indisposed. 
We  had  for  Dinner,  a  few  Pork  Steaks,  a  Loin  of  Veal 
rosted,  a  sweet  batter  Pudding  &  Currant  Jelly  See. 
We  drank  Coffee  &  Tea  at  five  o’clock,  and  soon  after 
six  they  got  into  their  Chaise  and  returned  for  Aylsham. 
About  8.  o’clock  it  begun  to  rain  pouring  with  high  E. 
Wind  and  so  continued  till  we  went  to  bed  &  after. 
My  cold  very  indifferent — felt  very  unpleasantly. 

May  io,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
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home.  Very  poorly  indeed  this  Morning,  coughed 
much.  Paid  Ben  this  Morning  for  many  things  5 .  13.3. 
Paid  Betty,  ditto  for  ditto  o.  16.  3.  Paid  Briton,  ditto 
for  do.  o.  4.  5.  Mr.  Corbould  gave  us  a  Call  this  Morn¬ 
ing  and  stayed  with  us  above  an  Hour.  Dinner  to  day, 
Blade  Bone  of  Pork  rosted  & c.  My  Cold  thank  God 
somewhat  better  this  Evening.  Uncommon  cold,  windy 
with  much  Rain  all  Day. 

May  11,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  a  very  good  nights  rest  last  Night,  cold 
much  better  this  Morning  and  in  good  Spirits,  but 
nevertheless  had  a  gouty  pain  in  my  right  Foot,  and 
swelled,  and  made  me  walk  rather  lame.  I  was  more 
pleased  than  uneasy  under  it,  As  I  am  much  better  in 
every  other  respect.  I  have  been  some  time  very  unwell, 
uncommon  Sensations  of  gouty  Wind  flying  about  me. 
Much  Rain  in  the  Night  and  early  this  Morning  but 
abated  about  8.  this  Morn’  &  was  much  milder.  Reed, 
for  Butter  this  Morning  at  iod.  o.  1.  8.  Dinner  to  day, 
Loin  of  Pork  boiled  &c. 

May  12,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  but  an  indifferent  night  of  Sleep  last 
Night.  My  cold  being  very  troublesome  wich  made  me 
cough.  Very  ill  indeed  towards  bed-time  &c. 

Memorandum 

Being  taking  extremely  ill  on  12th.  May  1797  declined 
entering  any  thing  in  this  Book. 

One  Hundred  Pages  of  detached  Pieces  of  Paper  con¬ 
tinuing  from  the  12th.  of  May  1797  to  the  23rd.  of 
October  1798  are  with  these,  added. 

-LLi-i.i  M  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  11  1  m  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  mr^n-TT 

[The  loose  pages  from  which  the  entries  which  follow 
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are  taken  correspond  in  size  with  the  small  M.S.  book¬ 
lets  in  which  the  Diarist  was  accustomed  to  write — 
booklets  which  I  have  learned  to  know  so  well  with 
their  marbled  board  sides,  and  decorous  leather  backs! 
Nor  is  it  immediately  apparent  why  he  abandoned  the 
booklets  for  the  loose  sheets.  The  only  explanation 
appears  to  be  that,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  reproduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Diary  page  given  in  Volume  II,  the 
Diarist  was  meticulously  neat  in  his  entries,  each  day 
ruled  off,  and  the  date  of  the  month  and  (after 
January  20,  1789)  day  of  the  week  inserted  within  a 
ruled  margin.  In  the  loose  sheets  the  ruled  margins 
and  ruled  entries  are  abandoned.  Otherwise  there  is 
little  difference,  except  that  the  hand-writing  always 
small,  becomes,  if  anything,  smaller,  and,  on  occasion 
tremulous.  The  striking  thing  is  that  through  this 
most  serious  illness,  with  its  prolonged  ups  and  downs, 
nothing  could  prevent  Parson  Woodforde  from  con¬ 
tinuing  his  beloved  Diary,  as  long  as  he  retained  con¬ 
sciousness.  He  does  not  return  to  his  booklet  entries 
again  till  October  23,  1798.] 

May  13,  Saturday.  Had  a  very  indifferent  Night  last 
night.  This  Morning  taken  very  ill,  could  scarce  get 
down  Stairs.  Sent  for  Mr.  Thorne,  who  ordered  me 
immediately  to  bed,  having  had  a  fit  in  the  last  Night 
and  there  I  laid  all  night  in  a  very  bad  State  scarce 
sensible  all  the  Night  long.  In  the  Night  had  a  Blister 
put  between  my  Shoulders  which  discharged  very 
much  indeed  in  the  night  and  which  made  me  soon 
better.  But  before  that  was  put  on  was  all  but  dead 
quite  senseless.  Nancy  &  Betty  up  with  me  most  part 
of  the  night. 

May  14,  Sunday.  In  the  Morning  thank  God!  a  little 
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better  but  very  weak.  In  the  Morning  Dr.  Thorne 
called  on  me  and  stayed  with  me  most  part  of  the 
Day — very  bad  indeed  yet.  Was  abed  the  whole  day 
and  very  poorly  indeed.  Nancy  &  Betty  sat  up  again 
with  me  to  night  by  turns.  Kept  my  Bed  the  whole 
day  long.  Very  sad  indeed  all  Day. 

May  15,  Monday.  This  Morning  somewhat  better  but 
very  weak  &  kept  my  bed  all  Day.  Dr.  Thorne  called 
on  me  again  this  Morning,  found  me  very  weak  but  a 
little  better.  The  Dr.  shaved  me  as  I  was  unable.  The 
Dr.  dined  again  with  Miss  Woodforde.  Ben  &  Sally 
sat  up  with  me  to  night. 

May  16,  Tuesday.  This  Morning  thank  God  somewhat 
better  having  had  a  tolerable  night  of  Rest— but  still 
very  poorly  &  very  weak.  Kept  my  Bed  again  all  the 
day  long.  Briton  &  Betty  sat  up  with  me  this  Night. 

May  17,  Wednesday.  This  Morning  somewhat  better 
but  much  hurried.  I  got  up  this  Morning  being  better 
and  got  below  Stairs  and  stayed  down  all  the  day  long. 
Dr.  Thorne  and  his  Wife  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon 
with  us  and  it  being  a  wet  Evening  Mrs.  Thorne  slept 
with  Miss  Woodforde — The  Dr.  went  home.  Ben  & 
Sally,  sat  up  with  me  to  night. 

May  18,  Thursday.  Had  a  tolerable  good  night  last 
Night  &  somewhat  better.  Dr.  Thorne  called  here 
again  this  Morning.  Betty  &  Briton  sat  up  with  me  to 
night.  Was  up  all  day  long  to  day. 

May  19,  Friday.  Had  a  good  night  thank  God  last  night 
&  pretty  well  but  very  weak  indeed  as  yet.  Dr.  Thorne 
here  again  to  day.  Ben  &  Sally  sat  up  with  me  to  night. 
Sally  a  bad  Sitter  up  indeed — very  restless  all  Night. 

May  20,  Saturday.  Had  a  good  Night  again  last  night 
thank  God  and  got  up  very  early.  N.B.  Sally  a  bad 
Sitter  up  at  Nights.  My  Brother  &  Wife  from  Somer- 
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sett,  came  to  us  just  before  Dinner  to  day,  and  they 
dined,  supped  &  slept  here.  They  were  much  fatigued 
indeed.  I  was  very  glad  to  see  them.  Nancy  had  very 
properly  informed  them  of  my  Illness.  Dr.  Thorne 
called  on  me  again  to  day,  found  me  better.  Briton  & 
Betty  sat  up  with  me  to  night. 

May  21,  Sunday.  Had  a  good  Night  again  last  Night. 
Got  up  this  Morning  much  better  thank  God — was 
below  stairs  very  early.  My  Brother  Se  Wife  break¬ 
fasted,  dined  &c.  here  again.  About  ii.  o’clock  this 
Morning  Willm.  Woodforde  of  Gallhampton  came  in 
a  Post  Chaise  to  my  House  from  Somersett  having 
heard  of  my  being  ill— -and  he  dined  &c.  here.  Ben 
&  Sally  sat  up  with  me  to  Night  but  an  indifferent 
night. 

May  22,  Monday.  We  breakfasted  &c.  again  at  home. 
My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  & c.  here 
again.  Somewhat  better  to  day  thank  God  had  a 
tolerable  night. 

Memorandum.  Ben  Leggatt  &  Sally  Gunton  sat  up 
with  me  last  Night. 

The  next  four  lines  are  crossed  out  but  are  just  de¬ 
cipherable  and  read  as  follows:  ‘N.B.  I  have  a  par¬ 
ticular  reason  for  making  this  remark1  which  made  me 
uneasy — not  to  sit  up  with  me  on  any  account.  Time 
will  shew  the  cause  of  my  Uneasiness  and  Suspicion.’ 
The  last  line  of  the  day’s  entry  is  not  scored  through 
and  simply  reads:  ‘Slept  but  very  indifferent  all  the 
night  long — rather  uneasy.’ 

May  23,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted  &c.  here  again 
as  did  Willm.  W.  Mr.  Thorne  called  here  again  this 

1  i.  e.  presumably  the  remark  about  Ben  and  Sally. 

39 


1797 

Morning.  Mattishall  gaunt  to  day.  Ben  went  to 
Mattishall  this  Afternoon  after  things  for  me  from 
Dr.  Thornes.  Dinner  to  day  I  know  not  being  but  ill, 
however  better.  Had  but  an  indifferent  Night  last 
Night.  Betty  sat  up  with  me  to  night. 

May  24,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife,  &  Will.  W.  breakfasted  &c. 
&c.  here  again.  Had  a  very  good  Night  thank  God!  last 
Night.  Mr.  Thorne  called  here  again  this  Morning. 
Nancy  sat  up  with  me  to  Night.  Had  a  very  good  Night 
the  last  Night. 

May  25,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  here 
again.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Nancys  Brother  Willm. 
breakfasted.  Dr.  Thorne  called  here  again  this  Morn¬ 
ing.  Had  a  very  good  Night  last  Night  &  thank  God 
am  better. 

May  26,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  breakfasted  dined 
&c.  again  here.  Had  a  very  good  Night  last  Night  & 
much  better.  Willm.  dined  &c.  at  Rackhams  at  Gaston 
Hall.  He  returned  home  to  Supper — went  on  foot. 
Had  no  one  to  sit  up  with  me  to  Night. 

May  27,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Will,  breakfasted  &c. 
here  again.  Much  better  thank  God  this  Morning  & 
continued  so  all  Day.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  me  again 
this  Morning.  Thank  God !  I  felt  myself  better  this 
Morn’  having  a  good  Night.  Had  no  one  to  sit  up 
again  to  night  with  me.  Had  a  Light  all  night  in  my 
bed  Room. 

May  28,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother,  Wife,  &  Will,  breakfasted,  dined 
See.  here  again.  Mr.  Willins  officiated  for  Mr.  Cor- 
bould  this  Morn’  at  Weston  Ch.  Thank  God  Almighty 
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had  a  good  night  of  rest  last  night  and  felt  myself  much 
better  this  Morn’ — tho  still  very  weak. 

May  29,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  breakfasted, 
dined  See.  here  again.  Mr.  Corbould  &  Mr.  Willins 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Thank  God  I  felt  myself 
somewhat  stronger  to  day. 

May  30,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  Sec  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  W.  breakfasted 
&c.  here  again.  Had  a  very  good  Night  last  Night,  and 
am  rather  stronger.  Paid  Harrison  this  Morning  for 
thatching  a  good  part  of  my  Barn— all  things  included 
as  per  Bill.  3.  4.  2.  Mr.  Thorne  made  us  a  long  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit.  Mr.  Maynard  of  Attlebridge  dined  &  spent 
the  Aft.  with  us.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbould  spent  the 
Afternoon  and  drank  Coffee  &  Tea  with  us.  After  Tea 
we  got  to  Cards.  Lost  o.  1.6. 

May  31,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife,  Se  Willm.  Woodforde 
breakfasted,  dined  &c.  here  again.  Somewhat  better, 
thank  God  this  Morning,  but  very  weak  yet.  I  find  by 
my  Niece  that  I  have  veen  very  dangerously  ill  indeed, 
quite  senseless  some  times.  I  have  been  blistered  and 
I  do  not  know  what  I  have  suffered.  Quite  senseless  at 
times,  and  in  very  great  danger  indeed.  Dr.  Thorne 
with  me  very  often  indeed  &  did  me  great  Service. 

June  1,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home,  My  Brother  &  Wife  and  Nephew  Will.  Wood, 
breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  here  again.  Better,  thank  God ! 
this  Morning. 

June  2,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  again  at  home. 
My  Brother  Se  Wife  &  Will.  W.  breakfasted,  dined  Sec. 
here  again.  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning  Visit. 
Butter  made  to  day — 9.  Pints  and  half.  My  Brother  & 
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Will.  W.  took  a  ride  to  Cossey-Hall  this  Morning  in  my 
little  Curricle  to  see  Sr.  Willm.  Jernegans.1  They  did 
not  return  till  Dinner  was  almost  over  past  4.  o’clock. 
Dr.  Thorne  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  us  by 
appointment.  It  vexed  me  therefore  that  they  did  not 
return  sooner  to  dinner  as  we  waited  near  an  Hour  for 
them.  It  hurt  me  much.  Dinner  to  day,  Tongue  & 
Chicken,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Not  so  well  to  day 
being  much  hurried. 

June  3,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife,  &  Nancys  Brother  Will, 
breakfasted  &c.  here  again.  Sent  Briton  early  this 
Morning  to  Norwich  after  divers  things.  He  returned 
about  3.  o’clock  as  before,  quite  wet  to  the  Skin — It 
having  rained  almost  the  whole  day  long.  I  gave  him 
a  good  dram  of  Rum  on  his  return  home — did  every 
message.  Thank  God!  I  seemed  much  better  to  day& 
much  stronger.  Mr.  Emeris  sent  us  some  fine  Peaches 
&c.  this  Evening.  It  was  exceeding  civil  and  obliging 
of  him. 

June  4,  Whit  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  W.  breakfasted 
dined  &c.  here  again.  Mrs.  Bodham  sent  a  note  to 
Nancy  this  Morning  to  enquire  after  us  and  that  she 
with  2.  young  Ladies  would  call  on  us  soon.  Somewhat 
better  thank  God  this  Morning,  having  a  good  Night. 
Mr.  Willins  did  duty  this  Afternoon  for  Mr.  Corbould 
at  Weston  Ch.  I  think  I  rather  gain  Strength  and  feel 
somewhat  better.  Dinner  to  Day,  Fish  &  a  Loin  of 
Veal  rosted. 

June  5,  Monday— Whit.  Thank  God!  found  myself 
rather  better  this  Morning.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
again  at  home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  W. 

1  See  foot-note  vol.  ii,  p.  49. 
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breakfasted,  dined  &c.  here  again.  Mrs.  Woodforde  & 
Nancy  walked  up  to  Weston  House  this  Morning  to 
see  Weston  House  before  the  Family  return  to  it 
which  is  expected  to  be  very  soon  from  Bath  for  good. 
During  their  absence,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Corbould  &  Mr. 
Willins  called  on  us  in  their  walk  &  stayed  with  us  till 
our  Ladies  returned  from  Weston  House  which  was 
about  2.  o’clock — Stayed  about  half  an  Hour  after  & 
then  they  walked  home.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Dish  of  Fish 
boiled  and  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted.  Merry  doings  at 
the  Heart  to  day  being  Whit-Monday. 

June  6,  Whit-Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Nancy’s  Brother  Willm. 
breakfasted,  &c.  again.  Thank  God  had  a  good  Night 
last  Night  &  feel  something  stronger.  My  Brother  & 
Wife,  and  Miss  W.  walked  up  to  Hungate-Lodge  this 
Morning  soon  after  breakfast  &  made  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cor¬ 
bould  a  Visit.  Nancy’s  Brother  stayed  at  home  with 
me.  Weston  Purse  Club  made  their  Annual  Perambu¬ 
lation  this  Morning  being  Whit-Tuesday.  I  gave  them 
as  usual  half  a  Guinea,  that  is  told  Betty  to  give  it  for 
me  to  them. 

June  7,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  Woodforde 
breakfasted  &c.  here  again.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morn¬ 
ing  to  Norwich  after  Wine  &c.  He  returned  home  with 
the  same  about  4.  o’clock  this  Aft.  Thank  God!  had 
a  good  Night  of  Rest,  last  Night,  and  found  myself 
stronger  and  better  this  Morning.  Dr.  Thorne  made 
us  a  long  Morning  Visit. 

June  8,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  W.  breakfasted, 
& c.  here  again.  Had  a  good  Night  again  last  Night  and 
found  myself  rather  stronger  this  Morning  thank  God ! 
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but  still  very  weak.  We  were  busy  this  Morning  in  un¬ 
packing  &  putting  away  my  Qr.  of  a  Pipe  of  Port-Wine 
and  some  Rum  from  Priests.  Mrs.  Bodham  with  Miss 
Anne  Donne  of  London  made  us  a  Visit  this  Morning 
&  they  stayed  &  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  us. 
After  Coffee  &  Tea  they  returned  home  to  Mattishall. 
It  was  rather  wet  when  they  set  out  but  did  not  last 
long.  We  had  for  Dinner,  some  Maccarel  &  Leg  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c. 

June  9,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at  home. 
My  Brother  See.  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  with  us. 
Had  a  good  Night  of  Rest  last  Night,  and  thank  God 
rather  stronger  this  Morning,  but  still  very  weak  in  all 
my  right  Side.  Dinner  to  day,  Fore  Qr.  of  very  fine 
Lamb  rosted  &c. 

June  10,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  Sec.  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  again 
with  us.  Thank  God!  Felt  myself  rather  stronger  this 
Morning  but  still  weak.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  the  great  Cart  with  empty  Bottles  & 
Hampers  and  two  Rum  Casks  for  Mr.  Priest  Wine 
M.  [Merchant]  Ben  returned  about  5.  o’clock  this 
afternoon  brought  a  Letter  to  Mrs.  Woodforde  from 
her  Sister  Patty  Clarke  and  another  for  Willm.  W. 
from  his  Wife  at  Gallhampton— All  Friends  well.  Ben 
brought  home  some  Maccarel.  Mr.  Priest  sent  me 
his  Account.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Calfs  Chaldon,  hash 
Mutton  &c.  Mrs.  Custances  Housekeeper,  Hetty 
Yallop,  came  to  Weston  House  Yesterday,  and  called 
on  us  this  Afternoon,  Nancy  and  self  had  her  into  the 
best  Parlour  by  ourselves  for  some  time  then  she 
returned  to  the  Kitchen  and  drank  Tea  with  our  Folks 
there — and  then  walked  home  to  Weston  House.  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Custance  &  Family  come  to  Weston  House 
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some  day  the  ensuing  Week.  Jeans  of  Allhampton  & 
Mrs.  Richd.  Clarke  are  talked  of  much  respecting  a 
Wedding  between  them  soon.  I  wonder  much  at  the 
Ladys  Choice — an  old  man  &  most  ordinary.  She  says 
not  a  Word  to  her  Sister  about  it — very  strange. 

June  ii,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife,  &  Nancys  Brother  Willm. 
breakfasted,  & c.  Mrs.  Woodforde,  Nancy  &  Brother 
walked  to  Weston  Church  this  Afternoon  and  heard 
Mr.  Eaton  of  Elsing  read  Prayers  &  Preach  for  Mr. 
Corbould  at  Weston  Church.  They  liked  him  very 
well.  We  did  not  dine  till  after  4.  o’clock  this  After¬ 
noon.  We  had  for  Dinner,  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

June  12,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  Woodforde, 
breakfasted,  &c.  here  again.  Dr.  Thorne  made  us  a 
long  Morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Beef 
rosted  &c.  I  thank  God!  I  find  myself  rather  stronger, 
my  Appetite  very  good  indeed,  but  still  daily  taking 
things  from  Dr.  Thornes  and  frequently  taken  good 
strengthning  things  with  Port  Wine.  Mr.  Custance 
with  Family  are  expected  home  to  dinner  to  Morrow 
having  left  Bath  some  time  last  Week. 

June  13,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Nephew  Willm.  break¬ 
fasted,  &c.  here  again.  Had  a  good  Night  last  Night  & 
rather  stronger  this  Morning.  My  Brother  &  Nephew 
went  this  Morning  in  my  little  Curricle  to  Mr. 
Thornes  at  Mattishall  where  they  dined  &  spent  the 
Afternoon  with  the  Dr.  and  Family,  and  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Howman.  They  returned  about  9.  o’clock  in  the 
Evening  in  very  good  time  &  order.  We  had  for  Dinner 
to  Day  Knuckle  of  Veal  &  Pork,  and  some  cold  Lamb 
&  Sallad.  Fore  Qr.  rosted  but  cold.  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

45 


1797 

Custance  with  all  their  Family  from  Bath  arrived  at 
Weston-House  about  5.  o’clock  this  Afternoon.  They 
went  by  our  House  in  a  new  Coach  &  four  Horses  and 
a  Post-Chaise  with  Servants  attending  on  the  same. 
Great  Rejoicings  on  their  Return  to  Weston  made  on 
the  occasion.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  about  Noon 
&  stayed  about  an  Hour  with  us.  He  brought  me  & 
Nancy  a  Couple  of  Books  which  we  subscribed  to  some 
time  back  of  Newtons  Poems  a  young  man  of  Norwich 
Son  to  Newton,  Minor  Canon  of  Norwich  C.  a  small 
affair — Mr.  Maynard  is  Curate  to  his  Father  at  Attle- 
bridge.  I  would  have  paid  for  both  Books  but  Mr. 
Maynard  would  not  take  for  Nancys  Book  as  he  in¬ 
tended  to  give  it  to  her.  So  that  I  paid  him  only  for 
one  Book  &  that  was  o.  3.  o.  Paid  him  also,  for  paying 
for  me  at  the  late  Generals  etc  o.  1.  o.  Mr.  Corbould 
gave  us  a  Call  this  Morning  but  did  not  stay  long. 
During  his  stay  with  us,  we  reed,  a  Letter  each  of 
us  from  Revd.  Ben.  Suckling  of  Aylsham,  respecting 
Furniture  at  Hungate  Lodge,  what  his  Brother  would 
chuse  to  take  at  Michelmas  See. 

June  14,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Nephew  Willm.  break¬ 
fasted  &c.  here  again.  Had  a  very  good  Night  last 
Night  &  feel  rather  stronger  to  day.  My  Brother  & 
Nephew  took  a  long  Walk  this  Morning  to  Attlebridge 
&c.— returned  home  to  dinner  at  3.  o’clock.  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit  but  did  not 
stay  long.  It  was  very  kind  of  them  to  visit  us  so  soon 
after  their  return  home.  My  Brother  &  Nephew  were 
not  at  home  when  they  came.  Dinner  to  day  a  rosting 
Pig  &  a  Neck  of  Mutton  boiled  &c. 

June  15,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Nephew  Will,  break- 
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fasted  & c.  here  again.  Mr.  Custance’s  eldest  Son, 
Hambleton,  and  Brother  Willm.  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit,  both  on  horse  back,  stayed  abt.  Hour.  Mr. 
Maynard  of  Attlebridge  made  us  a  short  Morning 
Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  Hind  Qr.  of  Lamb  rosted  &c. 
Mr.  Corbould  &  with  him  a  Mr.  Sutcliffe  made  us  a 
short  Visit  this  Ev. 

June  1 6,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Nephew  Willm.  break¬ 
fasted,  &c.  here  again.  To  poor  old  Widow  Carr  who 
formerly  lived  at  Weston  but  now  lives  with  her  Son  at 
Swannington  aged  upwards  of  80.  gave  o.  I.  o.  Had 
a  very  good  Night  of  Rest  last  Night  and  am  rather 
stronger.  Dinner  to  day,  Hash  Lamb,  Pork  & 
Greens  Sec. 

June  17,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  another  good  Night  last  Night  but  still  am 
very  weak.  My  Brother  Se  Wife  Se  Nephew  Willm. 
breakfasted,  Sec.  here  again.  Drew  my  Pond  this  Morn¬ 
ing,  found  very  few  Fish  indeed  and  those  mostly  Carp 
— but  small,  none  fit  to  kill  but  as  [  ?]  they  did  not  seem 
to  thrive — killed  most  of  them.  Dinner  to  day,  some 
small  Fish  fryed  and  a  Leg  of  Mutton  boiled  with 
Capers  and  a  green  Goose  rosted.  Betty  Cary  brought 
our  News  Sec.  from  Norwich  to  day.  My  Brother  had 
a  Letter  this  Evening  from  our  Niece  Jane  Pounsett. 
Thank  God!  had  a  very  good  Night  of  Rest  last  Night. 

June  18,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  Sec,  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  Se  Wife  Se  Nephew  Willm.  break¬ 
fasted,  Sec.  here  again.  I  still  thank  God!  seem  to  get 
stronger  but  still  very  weak.  My  Brothers  Wife  & 
Nancy  walked  to  Church  this  Afternoon  &  heard  Mr. 
Willins  read  Prayers  Sec.  for  Mr.  Corbould.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Custance  with  their  Children  at  home  were  all  at 
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Church  this  Afternoon — a  large  Congregation  this 
Afternoon  at  Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Green  Peas  for 
the  first  time  this  Season  &  Pork  and  a  Breast  of  Veal 
Rosted  See. 

June  19,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  My  Nephew  Willm. 
breakfasted  &c.  here  again.  Had  a  tolerable  good  Night 
last  Night.  After  breakfast  between  11.  and  12.  My 
Brother’s  Wife  &  Nancy  went  in  my  little  Curricle  or 
taxed  Cart  to  Weston  House,  My  Brother  &  Willm. 
walked  with  me  thither,  we  stayed  there  till  near  2. 
o’clock.  We  returned  as  we  went— saw  all  the  Family 
but  Mr.  George  who  is  in  the  E.  Indies.  All  the  young 
Folks  much  grown  and  much  altered  but  Emily  who  is 
just  the  same  but  much  grown.  On  our  return  home 
found  Mrs.  Thorne  &  daughter  Mary  Anne  at  my 
House,  had  been  there  some  time.  They  stayed  & 
dined  with  us  &  spent  the  Afternoon.  They  came  in  a 
one  horse  Chaise  a  Servant  Boy  driving  them.  A 
Mantua  Maker  from  Mattishall  Burgh  by  name  Bur¬ 
roughs  came  here  early  this  Morning,  and  she  break¬ 
fasted,  dined  &  stayed  the  Afternoon  at  Weston  Parson¬ 
age.  Miss  W.  by  desire  of  her  Aunt  sent  3.  Maccarel  to 
Weston-House  (having  bought  1.  doz.  this  Morning 
before  we  went  out)  before  our  return  home — Mrs. 
Custance  wishing  the  Man  had  called  there  also.  I  was 
quite  tired  out  almost  by  the  time  that  Dinner  came 
in.  Very  much  vexed  indeed  on  going  up  to  Weston  H. 
to  see  a  Clay  Pit  of  mine  in  the  Field  in  the  path  thro 
which  we  go  thither  (occupied  at  present  by  J?  Baker) 
so  much  Clay  having  been  of  late  taken  from  thence  by 
him  &  carried  away,  as  to  make  the  foot  path  very 
dangerous  indeed  for  Passengers,  in  some  places  the 
foot  path  entirely  taken  away.  I  sent  to  him  directly 
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to  leave  that  Glebe  at  Michelmas  next— It  greatly  hurt 
me.  In  Parlour  &  Kitchen  to  day  we  had  14.  People  at 
Dinner.  I  was  quite  tired  out  almost  before  I  got  to 
bed  to  Night.  Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel  &  fore  Qr.  of 
Lamb  rosted  & c. 

June  20,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  supped  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  W.  breakfasted, 
supped  &c.  again  here.  Had  a  very  good  Night  con¬ 
sidering  Yesterday’s  Hurry  &  fatigue.  Mr.  Corbould 
called  here  this  Morning  on  his  way  to  Weston  House 
where  he  was  going  to  pay  last  Years  Rent  &c.  He  did 
not  stay  long.  I  let  him  have  a  Ten  Pound  Note. 
10.  o.  o.  in  part  of  half  a  Years  Salary  for  Serving  Weston 
Church  due  May  22  last  past.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  us 
about  Noon  but  did  not  stay  long  as  we  were  going  to 
dine  at  Mr.  Corboulds.  Between  2.  and  3.  o’clock  this 
Afternoon  we  all  walked  to  Hungate  Lodge  and  there 
we  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cor¬ 
bould.  We  had  for  Dinner  some  boiled  Maccarel,  a 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted,  a  green  Goose  &  Peas  &c.  After 
Coffee  &  Tea  we  played  a  Pool  of  Commerce  at  wch 
lost  o.  1.  o.  Mrs.  Corbould  won  the  Pool.  Returned 
home  as  we  went  at  i  past  9. 

June  21,  Wednesday . In  the  Morning  soon  after 

breakfast,  Willm.  W.  took  a  Walk  to  Lyng  to  see  his 
good  old  Friend  Mr.  Hamerton  and  there  he  dined  & 
spent  the  Afternoon  &  part  of  the  Evening  returned 
home  between  9.  and  10.  They  were  very  glad  to  see 
[him]  .... 

June  22,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  sent  his  Servant  to 
invite  us  to  Tea  to  Morrow  in  the  Afternoon  but  it 
being  inclined  to  be  wet,  we  declined.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  rosting  Pig  & c.  I  think  that  I  am  gaining  Strength 
but  still  weak — App.  good. 
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June  24,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  as  did  my 
Brother  & c.  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning  to  Nor¬ 
wich  in  my  little  Cart  after  divers  things.  He  returned 
home  before  Dinner  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Eels. 
Calfs  Head  boiled  with  Pork  &c.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance 
with  their  Daughters,  Fanny  &  Emily,  drank  Coffee  & 
Tea  with  us  in  the  Afternoon.  My  Brother  had  a  Letter 
this  Evening  from  our  Niece  J.  Pounsett.  Mr.  Cor- 
bould  called  on  us  just  as  we  had  supped  to  let  me 
know  that  he  could  not  get  any  one  to  officiate  for  him 
at  Weston  to  Morrow — Mr.  Mellishnot  being  returned 
yet.  Thank  God!  I  seem  much  better  than  I  was.  I 
left  off  taking  any  thing  from  the  Drs.  some  little  time. 
The  only  things  I  take  now  is  one  Glass  of  Port  Wine 
about  Noon  &  a  small  Piece  of  common  plain  plumb- 
Cake. 

June  25,  Sunday.  .  .  .  My  Brother  &  Nephew  took  a  Walk 
in  the  Afternoon  to  Michael  Andrews  and  there  stayed 
till  near  8.  in  the  Even’.  They  behaved  exceedingly 
civil  &  genteel  to  them.  Dinner  to  day,  some  Maccarel 
&  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

June  26,  Monday.  .  .  .  To  a  Man  of  N.  1  uddenham  with 
a  Petition  gave  o.  2.  6.  having  lately  lost  a  Leg  in  falling 
from  a  Waggon. 

June  27,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Nephew  breakfasted  &c 
here  again.  Dr.  Thorne  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  To 
Aldridge  who  called  here  this  Morning  for  Cotton  for 
a  Morning  Gown  for  myself  at  2 s/6d.  paid  o.  17.  6. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Corbould  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon 
with  us.  We  had  for  Dinner  some  boiled  Maccarel, 
Ham  &  3.  boiled  Chicken,  a  small  Saddle  of  IVfutton 
rosted,  Beans  for  the  first  this  Season.  2,  Course, 
green  Goose  &  Peas,  batter  Pudding  with  Jelly  Goose- 
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berry  Pye  and  Norfolk  Dumplins  &c.  After  Coffee  & 
Tea  we  played  a  Pool  of  Commerce  which  my  Nephew 
won.  I  lost  at  it  o.  i.  6.  Our  Company  left  us  about 
9.  in  the  Evening,  rather  after.  Mr.  Stoughton  of 
Sparham  made  us  a  Morning  Visit. 

June  28,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  my  Butcher  for  Tallow 
at  4V  o.  5.  o.  Mr.  Corbould  called  here  this  Morning 
to  borrow  a  Horse — his  eldest  boy  was  with  him.  Cor¬ 
bould  was  quite  lame.  Gave  my  Nephew,  Willm. 
Woodforde,  this  Morning  5.  5.  o.  a  Steel  Watch- 
Chain,  Pensils  &  1.  stick  of  superfine  Sealing  Wax. 
About  2.  o’clock  this  Aft.  we  had  some  Rain  with 
Thunder  and  some  Lightning — but  not  much  of  it. 
Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel  boiled,  hash  Mutton  &c. 

July  2,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at  home. 
My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  W.  breakfasted,  &c.  here 
again.  Had  a  Letter  this  Morning  from  Robt.  Wood¬ 
forde1  dated  from  Norman  Cross  near  Stilton  but  says 
no  County.  He  says  that  he  is  an  Assistant  Surgeon  to 

1  Robert  Woodforde  was  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Woodforde,  Rector  of 
North  Curry,  Somerset,  and  brother  of  Dr.  Thomas  Woodforde,  for  whom 
see  foot-note  to  p.  315,  vol.  iv.  Robert  was  appointed  Surgeon’s  Mate  to 
the  Hussar  frigate  in  1 765.  In  1772  he  married  Sarah  Wright,  described  by 
the  Diarist  as  ‘nothing  very  great  with  regard  to  family  but  seems  to  be  a 
very  good  motherly  kind  of  woman  about  thirty’  and  as  ‘a  kind  of  nurse’  at 
the  Hospital  at  Winchester.  How  long  Robert  was  Assistant  Surgeon  to 
the  French  prisoners  at  Norman  Cross  is  not  known.  He  died  at  Bath  in 
1825.  His  only  son  John  was  also  a  surgeon  (M.R.C.S.)  and  practised  at 
Bridgewater  in  Somerset,  having  served  his  apprenticeship  with  his  uncle, 
Dr.  Thomas  Woodforde,  at  Taunton.  He  married  at  Elworthy  Harriet, 
daughter  of  Henry  Carter,  and  had  one  son  and  five  daughters.  He  died 
in  1842.  His  son — also  John  and  also  a  surgeon — went  to  Australia  as 
surgeon  to  the  brig  Rapid ,  dispatched  in  1836  to  convey  Col.  Light  to 
survey  South  Australia  and  fix  a  site  for  the  new  capital.  He  settled  in 
Australia,  practising  there  till  he  died.  His  descendants  are  still  living  in 
Australia.  This  note  is  based  on  information  kindly  given  to  me  by  my 
friend  Dr.  R.  E.  H.  Woodforde. 
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the  French  Prisoners.  He  petitions  me  to  send  him 
some  Money  at  the  above  Place.  Mr.  Beevor  of 
Witchingham  did  duty  this  Morning  at  Weston  for 
Mr.  Corbould — was  liked  very  much  at  Church.  My 
Brothers  Wife,  Nancy  &  her  Brother  were  at  Church, 
as  were  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  and  most  of  their  Family. 
Dinner  to  day,  Beans  &  Pork,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 
Mrs.  Corbould  called  on  us  in  her  return  from  Church. 
In  the  Evening  we  all  walked  up  to  Weston  House  and 
there  drank  Coffee  and  Tea  &  stayed  till  8.  in  the 
Evening. 

July  4,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Will.  W.  breakfasted,  &c. 
here  again.  To  my  Butcher  Willm.  Stoughton  sold  8. 
small  Pigs  this  Morning  at  8/0  each  for  which  he  owes 
me  3.  4.0.  I  took  a  Walk  this  Morning  with  my  Brother 
&  Nephew  to  Oldham  Green,  round  by  Mr.  Corboulds 
at  Hungate  Lodge  where  we  called,  &  saw  Mr.  Cor¬ 
bould  &  his  Father.  We  did  not  see  Mrs.  Corbould  as 
she  [was]  dressing,  being  to  dine  out  to  day  at  Witching- 
ham  at  Mr.  Beevors.  We  got  home  by  3.  Dinner  to 
day,  Pork  &  Greens  &  Leg  of  Mutton  boiled  &  Capers 
&c.  Washing  Week.  Weather  rather  unfavourable  for 
it,  as  well  as  for  Haymaking.  Rain  almost  every  Day. 

July  6,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Corbould’s  Father  made  us 
a  Morning  Visit — he  walked  here.  My  Butcher  took 
away  the  8.  Pigs  (I  lately  sold  him)  this  Morn’.  Dinner 
to  day,  Peas  &  Pork  &c.  N.B.  My  Butcher  did  not  pay 
me  for  the  Pigs  to  day. 

July  7,  Friday.  ...  To  a  travelling  Woman  from  Norwich 
with  odd  things  to  sell  for  some  trifles  of  her  paid 
o.  1.  o.  .  .  . 

July  8,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c,  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  W.  breakfasted, 
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&c.  here  again.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  &  Brother 
Willm.  dined  and  spent  the  Afternoon  with  us.  We 
had  for  Dinner,  Peas  &  Beans,  Bacon,  a  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  and  a  Gooseberry  Pye  & c.  Rasberries  &  Straw¬ 
berries,  with  some  Currants  for  a  Desert.  The  young 
Gentleman  left  us  between  8.  and  9.  this  Evening.  To 
Taylor  Cary  for  mending  a  Waistcoat  &  a  Pr.  of 
Breeches  pd.  1.  8.  No  Letters  at  all  to  day  only  News¬ 
papers  which  by  a  late  Act  passed  this  Session  are  rose 
to  6  pence  each  Newspaper.1  Betty  Cary  brought  our 
Newspapers  for  us  to  day — No  Letters. 

July  9,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at  home. 
My  Brother  &  Wife  &  Willm.  W.  breakfasted,  &c.  here 
again.  Divine  Service  was  performed  at  Weston 
Church  in  the  Afternoon  by  Mr.  Willins  of  Norwich 
for  Mr.  Corbould.  My  Brothers  Wife  and  Nancy 
walked  to  Weston  Church — a  large  Congregation  at 
Church,  Mrs.  Custance  &  her  Children  and  with  them 
the  Master  of  Rugby  School  in  Warwickshire  by  name 
Ingliss  were  there.2  Mr.  Custance  was  not  at  Church 
nor  us  Men.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted, 
hash  Mutton  &c. 

1  Under  the  Stamp  Act  passed  on  June  22,  1797  (37  Geo.  Ill,  c.  90), 
the  stamp  duty  on  each  newspaper  was  increased  by  1  id.  as  from  July  5. 
In  order  to  compensate  newspaper  proprietors  who  did  not  advance  the 
price  of  their  newspapers  beyond  the  amount  of  the  extra  duty  a  discount 
of  16  per  cent,  on  every  £10  of  total  duty  was  to  be  allowed  in  respect  of 
newspapers  whose  price  did  not  exceed  6d.  apiece.  (See  ss.  2  and  33-6  of 
the  Act.) 

2  The  Rev.  Henry  Ingles,  D.D.  (1749-1826),  was  Head  master  of  Rugby 
from  1794-1806.  He  was  educated  at  Eton  and  King’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  was  master  of  Macclesfield  School  from  1774-90.  He  died  at 
Easton,  Hants,  of  which  parish  he  had  been  Rector  since  1815.  Both 
Hambleton  Custance  and  his  brother  George  had  been  at  Rugby,  having 
entered  the  school  in  January  1793,  hence  the  visit  of  Dr.  Ingles  to  Weston 
House.  (See  Rugby  School  Register,  vol.  i,  pp.  xv  and  113.) 
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July  io,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
here  again.  Nancy’s  Brother  Willm.  breakfasted  with 
us  and  soon  after  breakfast,  he  set  off  for  Somersett. 
My  Brother  went  with  him  in  my  little  Cart  so  far  as 
Norwich  and  returned  to  us  in  the  Evening,  having  seen 
Willm.  set  off  from  Norwich  on  the  Mail  Coach  about 
4.  this  Afternoon.  They  dined  together  at  the  Kings 
Head  at  Norwich.  My  Brother  returned  to  us  in  the 
Evening  about  6.  o’clock— in  very  good  time.  I  hope 
my  Nephew  will  have  a  good  Journey  into  Somersett 
and  will  find  all  Friends  in  Somersett  well  on  his  return. 
Dinner  to  day  Hash  Mutton  and  a  Pudding  & c.  The 
Weather  seems  to  promise  for  fair  Weather. 

July  11,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home,  My  Brother  &  Wife,  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  here 
again.  We  took  a  Walk  before  Dinner  to  Odham  Green 
to  Chambers  Shop  and  there  bought  some  Cheese  at 
6f  per  lb.  o.  2.  3h.  Paid  also  for  some  black  Ribband 
o.  1.6.  For  a  Wash-hand  Bason  also  paid  o.  o.  8.  We 
got  home  sooner  than  we  intended  being  rather  afraid 
of  being  overtaken  with  a  Thunder  Storm.  Dinner  to 
day,  fore  Qr.  of  Lamb  rosted  &c. 

July  13,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
here  again.  My  Brother  took  a  ride  by  himself  this 
Morn’  in  my  little  Cart  to  Lyng  to  see  some  Crickett 
Playing  there,  returned  home  to  dinner.  Dinner  to 
day,  boiled  Pork  &  a  Goose  rosted.  Mr.  Custance  made 
us  a  Morn’  Visit — during  my  Brothers  Absence. 

July  16,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  here 
again.  Mr.  Beevor  of  Witchingham  officiated  at  Weston 
Church  this  Morning  for  Mr.  Corbould.  Mr.  Custance 
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at  Church  but  not  Mrs.  Several  of  their  Children  there. 
My  Brother’s  Wife  and  Nancy  at  Church  also.  A 
strange  Man,  rather  deranged,  made  some  little  Stir  at 
Church  but  was  soon  put  out  by  the  People.  Dinner 
to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Corbould 
gave  us  a  Call  just  before  Supper. 

July  17,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
here  again.  Mr.  Corbould  called  on  us  this  Morning 
after  marrying  a  Couple  at  Weston  Church,  Nanny 
Ward  8c  John  Whisson.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Austin  Bulwer 
called  on  me  concerning  the  Curacy  of  Weston.  Soon 
after  Mr.  Bulwer  left  us,  Mr.  Anson  Sc  a  Brother  of  his 
made  us  a  Visit,  and  stayed  about  half  an  Hour  with  us 
and  drank  a  Glass  of  Wine  with  us  whilst  Mr.  Corbould 
was  here.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  beef  See.  In  the 
Evening,  between  six  and  seven,  Mrs.  Custance  with 
Miss  Custance  and  her  Sister  Emily  and  their  Brother 
Willm.  with  Sr.  Edmd.  Bacon’s  eldest  Son  by  name 
Edward  called  on  us  and  stayed  near  an  Hour  with  us 
and  then  walked  back  again  to  Weston  House.  We 
walked  part  of  the  way  back  with  them.  They  had 
drank  Tea,  but  they  eat  a  bit  of  cake  and  drank  a  Glass 
of  Mead  with  us.  This  has  been  quite  a  Levee  Day  at 
Weston  Parsonage. 

July  19,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sc c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  Sc  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  See.  here 
again.  My  Brothers  Wife  Sc  Nancy  got  up  early  this 
Morning  and  drove  over  to  Mattishall  with  Briton,  to 
breakfast  with  Mrs.  Bodham  and  dine  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thorne  and  to  return  home  in  the  Evening  to 
Supper.  Dinner  to  day  fryed  Beef  and  Cabbage  See. 
Hambleton  Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  in  the 
Evening.  Mrs.  Woodforde  &  Nancy  returned  home 
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to  Supper  by  9.  o’  clock.  They  spent  a  very  agreeable 
Day  indeed — all  at  home. 

July  20,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c,  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  and  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
here  again.  I  find  myself  rather  getting  strength  but 
very  slow  indeed.  Have  at  times  uncommon  sinkings 
within  me — tho’  I  constantly  take  Cake  and  a  Glass  of 
Port  Wine  every  Morn’  about  1 1.  o’clock  and  strength- 
ing  Cordial  twice  a  Day  the  first  thing  before  break¬ 
fast  and  at  2.  in  the  Afternoon  being  an  Hour  before 
Dinner — which  I  have  constantly  been  taken  for  the 
last  Month  if  not  longer.  Finished  my  last  Dose  this 
Afternoon  and  now  am  to  drop  it.  Dinner  to  day, 
fryed  Soals  and  boiled  Beef  &c. 

July  21,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  here 
again.  A  Mr.  Cotman  a  young  Man  &  a  Clergyman 
(Son  also  of  a  Mr.  Cotman  well  known  by  late  Mr.  Du 
Quesne)  called  on  me  this  Morning  concerning  the 
Curacy  of  Weston  in  case  Mr.  Suckling  does  not  take  it 
after  Mr.  Corbould  at  Michelmas  next  &  I  cannot  get 
a  resident  Curate.  He  did  not  stay  long  with  me, 
would  not  walk  in.  Dinner  to  day  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Sent  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Fookes  in  answer  to 
his  lately  reed,  directed  to  him  at  Shepton  Mallet, 
Somersett.  I  sent  it  by  Briton  this  Evening  to  Billy 
Bidewell,  to  be  carried  by  some  of  them  to  Morrow  to 
Norwich  who  go  to  Norwich  Market. 

July  22,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  supped  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted  &c,  here  again. 
Mr.  Willm.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Mrs. 
Woodforde,  Nancy  &  self  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon 
at  Weston  House  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance,  &  all 
their  Children  but  Mr.  George  who  is  in  the  East 
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Indies.  My  Brother  did  not  go,  being  very  unwell  to 
day.  Mrs.  Woodforde  &  Nancy,  went  in  Mr.  Custances 
Coach  to  Weston  House.  I  walked  by  myself  thither 
being  fine  Weather.  We  had  for  Dinner  green  Peas 
Soup,  a  Couple  of  boiled  Chicken  &  a  Tongue,  Loin  of 
Mutton  nicely  stewed,  a  Fillet  of  Veal  rosted,  &c. 
2  Course.  Turkey  Poult  rosted,  &c.  &c.  It  being  a  fine 
Evening  we  walked  back  to  Weston  Parsonage  and 
Mr.  Custance  &  2.  of  his  Sons  Willm.  &  Neville  walked 
back  with  us  as  far  as  Bidewells  House  in  Church  Street. 
We  got  home  about  9.  o’clock  after  a  very  pleasant 
Walk.  We  spent  upon  the  whole  a  very  pleasant  & 
agreeable  Day.  Mrs.  Woodforde  had  a  Letter  from  her 
Sister  this  Evening  rather  an  unpleasant  Letter  re¬ 
specting  Willm.  W.  &  Wife.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  also 
from  her  Brother  William. 

July  25,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  See.  here 
again.  Settled  with  my  People  this  Morning  their 
weekly  Accounts  from  May  10th  to  July  24th  1797. 
To  Ben  therefore  for  things  during  that  time  paid 
2.  13.  6.  To  Betty — ditto — ditto — paid  4.  6.  9.  To 
Briton — ditto — ditto — paid  3.  9.  4.  Paid  Miss  Wood¬ 
forde  this  Morning,  she  having  paid  Dr.  Lubbock,1 
Physician  at  Norwich,  his  fee  for  coming  over  to  me, 
once,  soon  after  being  attacked  in  my  late  very 
dangerous  illness,  of  which  I  knew  nothing  the  Sum  of 

1  Richard  Lubbock,  M.D.,  was  born  at  Norwich  in  1759  and  educated 
at  the  Free  Grammar  School.  He  took  his  medical  degree  at  Edinburgh 
University  and  subsequently  practised  in  his  native  city.  He  married 
Bridget,  daughter  of  Jehosophat  Postle.  He  died  Sept.  1,  1808,  and  was 
buried  at  Earlham  Church.  He  had  a  son,  Edward,  who  was  also  a  doctor, 
and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Bridget,  who  married  Sir  Thomas  Beevor,  3rd 
Bt.  (See  Bayne’s  History  of  Norwich,  p.  3x1,  and  Rye’s  Norfolk  Families, 
pp.  504-5.) 
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3.  3-  o.  Paid  Nancy  also,  what  I  had  borrowed  of  her 
o.  5.  o.  Also  for  a  small  Pig  paid  her  o.  8.  o.  Reed,  of 
Betty  for  Butter  sold  during  my  illness  and  to  this  Day, 
from  May  23,  1797.1.18.9.  To  Ben  this  Morning  gave 
9s/od  it  being  the  Money  that  my  late  Mare  Phyllis’s 
Skin  sold  for,  she  died  during  my  late  Illness  in  hurrying 
about  from  place  to  place  &c.  Dinner  to  day  Neck  of 
Mutton  rosted  See. 

July  26,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  and  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
here  again.  To  James  Pegg  this  Morn’  paid  a  Qrs. 
Land  Tax  3.  o.  o.  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit.  To  Zachariah  Bunn  (an  Apprentice  of  Wm. 
Chambers  Shopkeeper  at  Ling)  for  1.  yd.  £  Flannell  at 
2id  pd.  o.  2.  7L  To  ditto — for  3.  lb.  of  Loaf  Sugar  at 
1 s/ 2d  o.  3.  6.  Dinner  to  day  boiled  Beef  Sec.  Mr. 
Custance  called  on  us  this  Evening  about  7.  o’clock  and 
stayed  near  an  Hour  with  us. 

July  27,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
here  again.  My  Brother  drove  Mrs.  Woodforde  this 
Morning  over  Sparham  Heath  in  my  little  Cart  and 
returned  home  thro’  Lyng  &c.  Dinner  to  day.  Peas 
&  Pork  and  a  green  Goose  rosted  &c.  I  felt  myself  not 
quite  so  well  this  Afternoon  soon  after  dinner  as  I  could 
wish,  rather  fluttered  and  faintish. 

July  29,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  Se  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  here 
again.  Mr.  Ben.  Suckling  with  his  Brother  Horace 
both  Clergymen  from  Aylsham  came  here  this  Morn¬ 
ing  in  a  Post  Chaise  &  they  dined  &  spent  the  After¬ 
noon  with  us.  They  came  to  inform  me  that  Horace 
Suckling  had  been  presented  with  a  good  Living  near 
Beccles  by  name  Basham  vacated  lately  by  Mr.  Holden, 
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and  therefore  was  obliged  to  decline  taking  upon  him 
the  Curacy  of  Weston  at  Michelmas  next.  It  is  a  very 
good  Piece  of  Preferment  &  an  excellent  House.  The 
two  Miss  Custances  with  their  Cousin  Miss  Maria 
Bacon  made  us  a  short  morning  Visit — They  were  on 
foot.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  also  soon  after  made  us 
a  short  Morn’  Visit.  Mrs.  Woodforde  &  Nancy  drank 
Tea  &c.  at  Weston  House  this  Evening,  they  went  up 
in  Mr.  Suckling’s  Chaise,  but  returned  home  on  foot. 
Mr.  Custance  walked  almost  the  whole  way  with  them 
as  they  returned  home.  After  Tea  the  Sucklings  left  us 
about  7.  o’clock.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef,  hash 
Mutton  &  a  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  and  a  Currant  Pye  &c. 
Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  after  Coal  &c. 

July  30,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
here  again.  Mr.  Corbould  did  duty  at  Weston  Church 
this  Morning — Mr.  Mellish  of  Tuddenham  being 
returned  home.  We  had  a  Tempest  this  Morning  about 
7.  o’clock,  much  Lightning  but  little  Thunder  with 
little  Rain.  None  of  us  went  to  Church  this  Morning, 
neither  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Custance  there,  their  Children 
were  most  of  them  there.  Mr.  Corbould  gave  us  a 
Call  as  he  went  &  as  he  returned.  Dinner  to  day  a  fore 
Qr.  of  Lamb  rosted  &c. 

August  3,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  and  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
here  again.  Thunder  Storms  almost  every  day  for  some 
time  last  past  but  thank  God!  it  has  not  been  very 
tremendous  with  us.  In  many  places  it  hath  been  very 
dreadful  indeed,  many  lives  lost  and  much  damage 
done.  Almost  every  day  for  the  last  3.  Weeks  we  have 
had  Tempests.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Peas  &  a  Couple 
of  Ducks  rosted  &c.  Lenewade  Races  this  Afternoon — 
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Rain  against  it  rather.  Ben  went  but  came  home  very 
early — Very  poor  Races  indeed. 

August  6,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  here 
again.  Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  My  Brothers  Wife  & 
Nancy  at  Church  as  were  Mrs.  Custance  &  most  of  her 
Children— Mrs.  Corbould  also  there.  Dinner  to  day, 
Peas  &  Pork  and  a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Corbould  called  upon  us  in  the  Evening  on  foot,  eat 
a  Bit  of  Cake  &  drank  a  Glass  of  Mead  with  us. 

August  7,  Monday.  .  .  .  Washing  Week — Washers  Down¬ 
ing  &  Richmond. 

August  8,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  drank  Tea  with  us  in  the  Afternoon.  They 
came  walking  &  returned  as  they  came.  We  walked 
back  with  them  quite  across  Weston  Field. 

August  io,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
here  again.  I  still  remain  very  weak,  cannot  get  any 
forwarder  at  all.  Sometimes  I  feel  as  if  I  was  getting 
weaker,  but  thank  God  my  Appetite  is  very  good — 
better  at  times.  Dinner  to  day  Peas  &  Pork,  hash 
Mutton  & c.  Mrs.  Woodforde  and  Nancy  walked  to 
Weston  House  in  the  Afternoon  and  drank  Tea  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbould 
called  on  us  in  the  Evening  whilst  Mrs.  Woodforde  and 
Nancy  were  at  Mr.  Custance’s.  They  did  not  stay  long 
as  the  Ladies  were  not  at  home. 

August  12,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  My  Brother  &  wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
here  again.  Sent  Ben  to  Norwich  this  Morning  after 
Coal  &c.  Holland  the  Chimney  Sweeper,  swept  my 
Study  Chimney,  Parlour  ditto — and  their  Chamber 
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Chimneys,  with  Kitchen  and  Back-Kitchen  ditto — in 
all  six.  He  had  a  new  Boy  with  him  who  had  likely  to 
have  lost  his  Life  this  Morning  at  Weston  House  in 
sticking  in  one  [of]  their  Chimnies.  I  gave  the  poor  Boy 
a  Shilling.1  Dinner  Shoulder  of  Lamb  rosted  &c. 

Aug.  14,  Monday.  .  .  .  Begun  Shearing  Wheat  to  day. 
I  was  taking  very  poorly  this  Evening  soon  after  walk¬ 
ing  out. 

Aug.  16,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham 
sent  us  a  Leveret  this  Morning — very  kind  of  him. 
Sent  his  Servant  for  bringing  it  1.  o.  .  .  . 

Aug.  1 7,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
here  again.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  made  us  a  short 
Morning  Visit.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morn¬ 
ing  and  promised  to  take  a  Family  Dinner  with  us  to 

1  Jonas  Hanway  had  called  attention  to  the  ‘wretched  condition’  of  the 
young  apprentices  of  chimney  sweepers  in  1773,  but  though  an  Act  was 
passed  in  1788  attempting  to  regulate  the  trade  little  seems  to  have 
resulted  from  it.  In  1816-17  a  Parliamentary  Committee  inquired  into 
the  question  and  produced  evidence  of  unspeakable  suffering.  However, 
nothing  was  done.  Writing  in  the  Edinburgh  Review  in  1819  Sydney 
Smith  feelingly  called  attention  to  this  evidence,  but  concluded  his  article 
as  follows :  ‘After  all,  we  must  own  that  it  was  quite  right  to  throw  out  the 
Bill  for  prohibiting  the  sweeping  of  chimneys  by  boys — because  humanity 
is  a  modern  invention;  and  there  are  many  chimneys  in  old  houses  which 
cannot  possibly  be  swept  in  any  other  manner.  But  the  construction  of 
chimneys  should  be  attended  to  in  some  new  building  act;  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  boys  watched  over  with  the  most  severe  jealousy  of  the  law.’  The 
‘complete  abolition  of  climbing  boys’  was  impracticable  ‘without  great 
injury  to  property,  and  great  increased  risk  of  fire’.  Not  until  1834,  how¬ 
ever,  werestringent  rules  introduced  by  an  Actpassed  in  that  year.  Further 
Acts  passed  in  1840,  1864,  and  1875  wholly  prevented  the  employment  of 
children  for  this  purpose.  (See  Cunningham’s  Growth  of  English  Industry 
and  Commerce,  vol.  iii,  pp.  630  and  675-6;  Sydney  Smith’s  Works,  vol.  i, 
pp.  347-61 ;  and  Chambers  Encyclopaedia  under  Chimney.)  Kingsley’s 
Water  Babies  had  appeared  in  1863  and  doubtless  influenced  the  legislation 
passed  in  the  following  year  (27  and  28  Vic.  c.  37). 
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day.  Soon  after  Mr.  Maynard  left  us  Mr.  Townshends 
eldest  Son  Charles  Townshend  called  on  us,  spent 
about  Half  an  Hour  with  us  and  after  half  an  Hour’s 
chatting  and  eating  a  bit  of  Cake,  he  rode  home  with 
Mr.  Townshends  Butler,  Mr.  Griffiths.  Mr.  Maynard 
dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  us.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  Couple  of  Chicken  boiled  &  Bacon,  rosted  Leveret  &c. 
Mr.  Maynard  stayed  with  us  till  near  8. 

Aug.  1 8,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  here 
again.  To  a  soldier  that  travels  about  the  Country  to 
get  a  penny  in  an  honest  way  (having  a  furlow  for  some 
time)  by  selling  some  small  Articles  such  as  Thread  &c. 
paid  him  for  some  nice  french  thread  o.  4.  6.  Mr. 
Custance’s  eldest  Son,  Hambleton,  dined,  &c  with  us 
to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted,  some 
nice  Pork  Steaks,  a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted  &  a  batter 
Pudding  See.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  are  gone  to  Sr. 
Edmund  Bacons.  Hambleton  sent  us  a  nice  Melon  this 
morning.  I  asked  him  to  bring  his  Brother  Willm.  to 
dine  with  us,  but  he  could  not. 

Aug.  19,  Saturday.  .  .  .  To  Emeris’s  Harvest  Men  in  find¬ 
ing  one  of  My  Turkey’s  Hens  Nest  and  her  on  it  sitting 
on  several  Eggs  gave  o.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Pork 
&c.  Our  Papers  brought  by  Bidewells  People. 

Aug.  20,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  here 
again.  To  poor  lame  John  Spraggs  this  Morning  gave 
o.  o.  6.  Service  performed  at  Weston  Church  in  the 
After,  by  Mr.  Corbould.  Dinner  to  day  rost  Pork  and 
fryed  Souse  &c.  Was  poorly  all  day,  little  or  no 
Appetite,  &  feel  very  weak.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Corbould  gave 
us  a  Call  in  the  Evening  on  foot. 

Aug.  21,  Monday.  .  .  .  Very  poorly  again  this  Morning 
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rather  weaker.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted 
&c.  Rather  ticklish  Weather  for  the  Harvest — Rain 
almost  every  Day.  Betty’s  Father  here  again — a  cun¬ 
ning  long-headed  Man. 

Aug.  23,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  We  all  took  a  long  Walk  this 
Morning  thro’  Weston  great  Field  down  almost  to 
Mr.  Girlings  near  Lenewade  Bridge.  I  bore  the  Walk 
pretty  well  considering  my  being  rather  weak.  Dinner 
to  day,  Leg  of  Pork  boiled  &c. 

Aug.  25,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  &c.  here  again. 
Mrs.  Custance  called  on  our  Ladies  this  Morning  and 
took  them  out  an  Airing  in  their  Coach.  Soon  after 
they  were  gone,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Townshend  of  Honing- 
ham  called  on  us  but  did  not  come  in  our  Ladies  being 
just  gone  out.  I  was  at  our  Gate  when  they  came — 
taking  me  so  upon  a  surprise  that  hurried  me  a  good 
deal  at  first  did  not  know  them.  I  was  in  my  Morning 
Gown  &  old  shabby  hat.  Mrs.  Woodforde  &  Nancy  did 
not  return  home  to  dinner  but  dined  at  Weston- 
House — returned  home  to  Supper.  Mr.  Mellish  drank 
Tea  with  me  &  my  Brother  in  the  Evening.  Dinner  to 
Day,  some  fryed  Eels  and  a  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
Mr.  Foster  of  Lenewade  Bridge  sent  us  the  Eels. 

August  29,  Tuesday.  ...  I  seem  to  be  getting  rather 
weaker  again  I  think — Appetite  not  quite  so  good  as  it 
has  been  of  late — Wind  oppressive. 

Sept.  2,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  in  my  little  Cart  after  News  &  Letters  and 
many  other  odd  Matters.  He  returned  home  before 
Dinner,  bringing  some  Soals  with  him.  Dinner  to  day, 
some  fryed  Soals  and  Neck  of  Pork  rosted  &c.  Very 
indifferent  to  day  again,  find  myself  getting  rather 
weaker. 
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Sep.  3,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  here 
again.  My  Brother  had  a  Letter  from  our  Sister  Poun- 
sett  this  Morn’.  It  came  by  a  Norwich  Carrier  to 
Taylor  Cary’s.  All  Friends  tolerably  well  in  Somersett 
—upon  the  whole  a  pleasing  Letter.  Mr.  Corbould 
read  Prayers  &  Preached  at  Weston  Ch.  this  Afternoon. 
Mrs.  Woodforde  and  Nancy  were  at  Church  to  day. 
Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Soals  again  and  Pigs  Fry  &c. 
Not  quite  so  well  again  to  day — very  much  blown  up. 

Sept.  4,  Monday.  .  .  .  But  indifferent  night.  Cramp  in 
my  Leg  very  early,  got  up  soon.  Eat  a  very  hearty 
dinner  upon  a  Piece  of  rost  Beef.  Mrs.  Custance  with 
Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  and  his  two  Sisters  drank 
Tea  &  Coffee  with  us  in  the  Evening  as  did  Mr.  Mellish 
of  Tuddenham  who  came  by  chance.  Dinner  to  day 
rost  Beef  and  a  Yorkshire  Pudding. 

Sept.  5,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  John  Reave,  Farrier,  &  also 
Landlord  at  Weston  Heart  for  Physic  &c.  for  my  late 
Mare  Phyllis — pd.  o.  12.  6.  Also  paid  him  for  two 
Gallons  of  Rum  1.  11.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  leg  of  Mutton 
boiled  &  Capers  Sac.  My  Brother  made  Mr.  John  Buck 
a  Morning  Visit.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Corbould  drank  Tea  with 
us  this  Evening. 

September  7,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Priest  Senr.  of  Norwich 
with  the  Revd.  Mr.  Foyerman  of  Loddon,  called  here 
in  a  Post  Chaise  about  2.  o’clock — Stayed  about  half 
an  Hour  with  us  and  then  went  to  Weston-House  and 
dined  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance.  .  .  . 

Sepbr.  8,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  that  is  (my  Brother 
and  self),  dined  & c.  at  home.  Mrs.  Woodforde  and 
Nancy  breakfasted  at  Weston  House  at  8.  o’clock  and 
immediately  after  breakfast  they  went  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Custance  to  Norwich  in  their  Coach  and  returned 
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home  to  dinner  about  4.  o’clock  highly  pleased  with 
their  Excursion.  They  were  much  pleased  with  their 
Excursion  but  rather  tired  by  going  about  Norwich 
a  shopping.  I  gave  our  Ladies  a  Guinea  apiece  to  spend 
a  shopping — 2.  2.  o.  They  went  up  to  Weston-House  in 
my  little  Cart.  Whilst  they  were  out  Mr.  and  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Priest  of  Reepham  called  on  us,  stayed  about  an 
Hour  with  me  and  then  returned  home  to  dinner — 
Mr.  Priest  seems  to  break  fast.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed 
Souce  and  some  hash-Mutton  See. 

Sepbr.  9,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  and  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
here  again.  Bidewells  People  brought  our  News- 
Papers  & c.  Mrs.  Woodforde  had  a  Letter  from  her 
Sister,  Nancy,  had  one  also  from  her  Brother  Willm., 
and  I  had  one  from  Mr.  Fookes  of  Shepton-Mallett 
about  the  late  Mr.  Pounsetts  Will  again  which  made 
me  uneasy,  it  being  likely  to  put  me  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  and  uneasiness.  Mrs.  Richd.  Clarke  and  Jeans 
of  Allhampton  are  shortly  to  be  married — I  wonder  at 
Mrs.  Clarke’s  Taste.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  &  a 
Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  See. 

Sep.  13,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  and  Wife  breakfasted,  & c.  again 
here.  To  Peter,  my  Butchers,  Stoughton’s  Lad  for 
bringing  me  some  Eels  from  Lyng  this  Morning  gave 
o.  1.  o.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Priest  of  Reepham  with  Mr. 
Priest  of  Norwich  his  Brother,  dined  and  spent  the 
Afternoon  with  us.  It  was  but  an  indifferent  Day,  they 
came  in  Mr.  Priests  Carriage.  Paid  Mr.  Priest  of  Nor¬ 
wich  a  Bill  for  Wine  &c.  31.14.6.  We  had  for  Dinner 
3.  boiled  Chicken  and  part  of  a  Ham,  broad  Windsor 
Beans,  a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted,  a  Couple  of  Ducks 
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rosted,  a  Codlin  Tart  &c.  They  left  us  soon  after 
Coffee  and  Tea  about  7.  o’clock. 

Sep.  14,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Shooting  Game  New  Act  took 
Place  this  Morning.1 

Sep.  19,  Tuesday.  I  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at  home. 
My  Brother  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  again  here.  Soon 
after  breakfast  Mrs.  Woodforde  and  Nancy  drove  over 
to  Mattishall  to  Mrs.  Bodham’s  and  there  stayed  & 
dined,  supped  and  slept  there — It  turning  out  very 
wet  in  the  Aft.  Dinner  to  day  Knuckle  of  Veal  &  Pork, 
&  some  boiled  Beef  Sec.  Briton  went  with  our  People 
to  Mattishall  but  returned  at  Night.  I  was  very  busy 
the  whole  Morning  in  taking  a  Copy  of  the  Registers 
belonging  to  our  Parish  against  Friday  next,  being  a  Day 
appointed  for  the  Arch-Deacons  Visitation  at  Aylsham. 

Sep.  20,  Wednesday.  I  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  here  again. 
Soon  after  breakfast  this  Morning,  I  made  my  Brother 
a  Present  of  a  twenty  Pound  Bank  of  England  Note 
20.  o.  o.  I  also  desired  him  to  accept  of  a  ten  Pound 
Bank  of  England  note  for  Mrs.  Woodforde  to  spend  in 
Town  10.  o.  o.  Sent  Briton  as  soon  as  he  had  break¬ 
fasted  after  our  Ladies  at  Mattishall  to  bring  them 
home.  They  returned  home  to  dinner  highly  pleased 
with  Mrs.  Bodham,  for  her  very  kind  attention  towards 
them.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers 
Sec.  I  put  on  a  flannel  Waistcoat  under  my  other,  for 
the  first  time  during  my  Life — and  hope  it  will  do  me 
good. 

1  The  Act  (36  Geo.  Ill,  c.  39)  here  referred  to  by  Parson  Woodforde 
was  passed  on  March  24,  1796.  It  amended  the  Game  Act  of  1762  by 
prohibiting  the  taking  or  shooting  of  partridges  before  September  14:  ‘the 
searching  for,  taking,  and  killing  of  Partridges  so  early  in  the  Year  as  the 
first  Day  of  September’  having  been  found  to  be  ‘very  prejudicial  to  the 
Corn  then  growing  or  uncut,  or  cut  and  not  carried’. 
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Sep.  22,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  here 
again.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  sent  us  a  Leash  of 
Partridges.  Mr.  Cotman,  called  on  me  this  Afternoon 
soon  after  dinner  to  talk  with  me  about  being  my 
Curate — I  soon  settled  with  him — That  is,  he  is  to 
have  it  and  enter  upon  it  when  Mr.  Corbould  leaves  it 
which  will  be  in  November.  He  did  not  stay  long  with 
me  having  2.  Ladies  with  him  at  ye  Gate.  Dinner  to 
day,  fryed  Eels,  Calfs  Pluck  or  Fry  &c. 

Sepbr.  23,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  See.  here 
again.  Bidewells  People  brought  our  News-papers — 
No  Letters.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Couple  of  Chicken  boiled 
&  Pork,  &  Leg  Mutton  rosted.  My  Brother  but  in¬ 
different,  Inflammation  in  one  of  his  Eyes  and  much 
of  the  flying  Gout  in  his  Constitution.  Since  I  have 
taken  to  the  Flannel  Waistcoat,  think  myself  better  & 
stronger  for  so  doing.  No  good  Neves.  Less  appearance 
of  Peace  than  ever.  Lord  Malmesbury  sent  home  in 
a  hurry  from  France.1 

Sep.  27,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at 

1  In  the  middle  of  June  the  Cabinet,  under  Pitt’s  influence,  decided 
that  a  further  effort  must  be  made  to  obtain  peace.  From  early  in  July  to 
the  middle  of  September  Lord  Malmesbury  (for  whose  previous  negotiation 
see  the  foot-note  to  p.  326,  vol.  iv),  negotiated  at  Lille  with  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Directory.  Pitt  was  prepared  to  recognize  all  the  French 
conquests  in  Europe,  including  Belgium,  while  French  dominance 
in  Holland  and  Italy  was  acknowledged.  Out  of  the  naval  conquests 
front  France  and  her  allies  only  the  Cape,  Ceylon,  and  Trinidad  would  be 
retained.  But  finally  the  French  Directory,  from  which  the  moderate 
elements  were  expelled  by  the  coup  d’etat  of  the  18th  Fructidor  (Sept.  4), 
insisted  on  an  absolute  restoration  of  all  the  English  conquests  whatsoever : 
on  Lord  Malmsebury’s  refusal  he  was  ordered,  Sept.  17,  to  quit  France 
within  24  hours.  (See  Holland  Rose’s  William  Pitt  and  the  Great  W ar, 
pp.  321-6  and  Lecky’s  Ireland  in  the  Eighteenth  Century ,  vol.  iv,  pp.  149— 
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home.  My  Brother  and  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
here  again.  Was  taken  very  ill  this  morning  in  bed 
about  an  Hour  before  I  got  up,  which  brought  on  a 
violent  Perspiration  and  attended  also  with  some 
Cramp  Pains  in  my  Legs.  A  Mr.  Brown,  from  Norwich, 
lately  ordained,  called  on  me  this  Morning  about 
Weston-Curacy— but  it  being  already  promised  to 
Cotman,  could  only  inform  him  of  the  same.  Mr. 
Browne  is  a  very  genteel  nice  young  Man  and  quite  the 
Gentleman.  His  Father  lives  in  Kings  Street  Norwich 
and  is  a  Corn  Merchant.  Could  eat  but  very  little 
Meat  indeed  to  day  tho’  we  had  Mutton.  Dinner  to 
day  hashed  Calfs  Head  &  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted. 

Sepbr.  28,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
here  again.  My  Brother  went  in  my  little  Cart  with 
Briton  this  Morning  to  Norwich  rather  early  before 
I  was  down  Stairs.  Paid  Taylor  Cary  this  Morning  a 
Bill  for  Work  &c.  o.  9.  10.  My  Brother  returned  home 
to  dinner  in  very  good  time.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Spar- 
ham  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  with  us.  Dinner  to 
day,  fryed  Eels,  boiled  Pork  &  Greens,  hashed  Calfs 
Head,  a  Couple  of  Chicken  boiled  &  Apple  Dumplins. 
After  Coffee  and  Tea  we  got  to  Cards,  Loo,  at  which 
I  won  1.  o.  Mr.  Stoughton  left  us  about  half  past 
8  o’clock  this  Evening.  Very  poorly  to  day,  rather 
better  than  Yesterday  however. 

October  1,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  here 
again.  No  Duty  at  Weston  Church  this  Afternoon, 
Mr.  Corboulds  Wife’s  Father  being  dead — the  Revd. 
Mr.  Warren  of  Talconeston.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef 
and  Apple  Dumplins  &c.  Sent  Ben  about  Noon  down 
to  Lenewade  Bridge  with  a  Note  and  in  it  a  Bill  of 
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^io.  for  Mr.  Henry  Francis  of  Norwich  Deputy 
Steward  to  New  College,  who  sent  me  a  Note  of  his 
being  there  this  Day.  Out  of  which  .£10.  Note  I  owed 
Mr.  Francis  for  Pension  to  College  & c.  &c.  8.  13.  7. 
after  which  being  paid  I  was  to  receive  on  balance 
1.  6.  5.  but  which  I  did  not  receive  on  Bens  return, 
therefore  Mr.  Francis  owes  me  the  above  which  he 
promised  to  send  me.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  an  After¬ 
noon  Visit  but  did  not  stay  to  drink  Tea  having  a  bad 
cold.  He  came  to  take  leave  of  my  Brother  &  Wife  as 
they  go  on  Thursday  next.  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  are  at 
Sr.  Edmund  Bacons. 

October  2,  Monday.  .  .  .  About  Noon  Mrs.  Bodham  and 
Niece  Miss  Anne  Donne  in  their  little  low  Curricle 
called  on  us  and  they  stayed,  dined,  and  spent  the 
Afternoon  with  us.  They  left  us  abt.  7.  in  the  Evening. 
We  had  for  Dinner,  a  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers, 
some  Peas  &  Pork,  a  brace  of  Partridges  rosted,  hashed 
Hare  &  Puffs  & c.  I  feel  something  to  day  better  than 
I  have  done  of  late.  Mr.  Mellish  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit — did  not  stay  long. 

October  4,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c,  again 
at  home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
here  again.  My  Brother  &c.  very  busy  this  morning  in 
packing  up  as  they  leave  Weston  Parsonage  to  Morrow 
Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  and  Greens  &  a 
rost  Goose  &c.  Very  dull  to  day  as  our  Friends  leave  us 
to  Morrow.  Gave  my  Brother  two  new  white  Hand¬ 
kerchiefs  this  Aft. 

October  5,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Brother  &  Wife  breakfasted  with  us  and 
about  10.  o’clock  set  off  in  one  of  the  Kings  Head 
Chaises  from  Norwich  (wh.  came  here  about  8.  o’clock 
this  Morning)  for  their  return  into  Somersett.  About 

69 


1797 

4.  this  Afternoon  they  take  one  of  the  Mail  Coaches 
from  Norwich  and  set  off  for  London.  Pray  God!  they 
may  have  a  good  and  safe  Journey  to  Castle-Cary. 
They  are  to  spend  a  few  days  in  Town  with  Mrs. 
Goujon  in  Newgate  Street  whose  Maiden  Name  was 
Pope  of  Shepton  Mallett.  It  made  us  very  low  indeed 
on  leaving  them.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton 
boiled  &c. 

October  7,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
after  divers  things.  Briton  returned  from  Norwich 
about  5.  o’clock  this  Aft.  He  brought  a  Letter  to  me 
from  my  Brother  informing  us  that  they  got  safe  and 
well  to  London  on  Friday  Morn’  last,  and  were  at  Mr. 
Goujons  in  Newgate  Street  where  they  are  to  spend 
a  few  Days  before  they  go  into  Somersett.  Dinner  to 
day,  Beef  Steaks  &c.  Thank  God!  that  our  Friends  got 
safe  to  London. 

October  8,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morn’  at  Weston  Ch.  He  called  here  on  his  return 
from  Church.  Mr.  Corbould’s  Father  dined  &  spent 
the  Afternoon  with  us.  Reed,  a  Letter  from  young 
Henry  Francis  of  Norwich  and  in  it  the  change  of  my 
late  Note  of  £10  being  1.  6.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed 
Herrings  &  Eels  &  some  rost  Beef  &c.  Old  Mr.  Cor¬ 
bould  left  us  soon  after  Tea.  I  sent  my  Boy  with  him 
to  Hungate-Lodge  as  he  came  by  himself  in  a  little 
Cart— tho’  78.  Years  of  Age.  He  eat  very  hearty  for 
dinner.  Rather  weak  to  day.  Appetite  very  indifferent 
— not  well  at  all. 

October  9,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Beevor  of  Witchingham 
with  a  Mrs.  Whalley  an  agreeable  Married  Lady  from 
Colchester  made  us  a  Morning  Visit — very  pleasing 
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agreeable  Ladies.  They  eat  some  Cake  and  drank  a 
Glass  of  our  Mead.  Dinner  to  day  fryed  Eels  and  heat¬ 
ups — in  short  odds.  Very  weak  and  poorly  to  day. 
Appetite  very  bad. 

October  io,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Dinner  to  day  boiled  Fowl  &  Pork  Sec. 
Brewed  a  Barrel  of  Table  Beer  to  day.  Very  weak 
indeed  to  day.  No  Appetite  whatever.  Unless  I  get 
better  soon  I  cannot  long  survive  it.  Pray  God!  have 
mercy  on  me  a  poor,  weak  Creature.  Lent  Mr.  Cor- 
bould  my  common  Cart  with  harness  for  2.  Horses, 
Waggon  Line  &c.  to  go  to  Norwich  with  Goods. 

October  11,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec. 
again  at  home.  Mr.  Mellish  sent  us  about  12.  lb.  of 
Honey — rather  old.  Paid  young  Mr.  Girling  for  his 
Father  for  a  half  yrs.  poor  Rate  at  1 1 d.  1 .  1 3 .  2-f.  Dinner 
to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  boiled  Se  Capers  &c.  Very 
poorly  Se  very  weak  all  the  whole  day.  Mr.  Corbould 
sent  home  the  Cart  &c.  this  Afternoon.  Mr.  Corbould 
carried  away  every  thing  from  Hungate  Lodge  that 
could  be,  every  Nail  &  every  Vegetable  in  the  Garden. 

Octob.  12,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit.  Very  indifferent  indeed,  all  the  whole  Day.  Had 
two  Letters  brought  by  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  this 
Morn’  one  from  my  Niece  Jane  Pounsett  Se  a  very  im¬ 
pertinent  one  from  Rob1  Woodforde  at  Norman  Cross 
near  Stilton  Huntingdonshire  now  attending  the 
French  Prisoners  at  that  Place  as  a  Surgeon  &  Apothe¬ 
cary.1  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Turkey  Se  Shrimp  Sauce 

1  For  Robert  Woodforde  see  foot-note  to  p.  51  preceding.  Readers  of 
Lavengro  will  remember  the  description  of  Norman  Cross  which  Borrow 
visited  ( c .  1 8 1 1)  as  a  boy:  ‘What  a  strange  appearance  had  those  mighty 
casernes,  with  their  blank  blind  walls,  without  windows  or  grating,  and 
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Sec.  Very  unwell  indeed — No  appetite  whatever  and 
excessive  restless  and  flighty. 

Octob.  13,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Had  a  very  bad  Night  indeed  last  Night,  flighty 
and  rather  light-headed  great  part  of  the  night.  Very 
indifferent  and  restless  all  the  day  long.  Mrs.  Custance 
with  her  two  Daughters  made  us  a  Morning  A  isit 
very  kind  indeed  of  them.  Reed,  a  Letter  to  day  from 
Mr.  Fooks  of  Shepton  Mallett  respecting  my  Niece 
Pounsetts  Business. 

October  14,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  poorly  indeed  again  all  Day — so  restless 
Sec.  Appetite  quite  gone  from  all  kinds  of  Meat.  Mr. 
Thorne  being  here  yesterday  to  see  me,  I  sent  Ben  over 
this  Morning  to  him  for  things  to  take.  Mr.  Custance 
very  kindly  called  on  me  this  Afternoon.  Dinner  to  day 
Beef  Steaks  &c. — could  not  touch  them. 

October  15,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Weaker  this  Morning  than  I  have  been  yet. 
Scarce  able  to  make  a  Walk  of  it  to  day.  No  Appetite 
still.  Mr.  Corbould  did  duty  this  Afternoon  at  Weston 
Church.  He  made  us  a  Visit  on  his  return  from  Church. 
He  went  to  Norwich  afterwards,  they  having  left 
Hungate-Lodge.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &  Plumb 
Pudding  &c.  I  eat  some  plumb  Pudding  for  Dinner 
but  nothing  else.  In  the  Evening  thought  Myself  a 
little  better.  The  Medicine  that  Mr.  Thorne  sent  me 
seem  to  do  good.  For  the  last  two  days  I  have  been 
very  bad  indeed  not  able  to  put  on  some  of  my  Cloaths 
or  pull  them  off.  Great  News  on  the  public  Papers, 

their  slanting  roofs,  out  of  which,  through  orifices  where  the  tiles  had  been 
removed,  would  be  protruded  dozens  of  grim  heads,  feasting  their  prison- 
sick  eyes  on  the  wide  expanse  of  country  unfolded  from  that  airy  height.’ 
( Lavengro ,  ch.  iv.) 
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Admiral  Duncan  having  completely  beaten  a  large 
Fleet  of  the  Dutch.1 

October  16,  Monday.  .  .  .  Was  very  weak  when  I  got  up 
this  Morning,  but  soon  after  being  down  Stairs,  I  got 
much  better,  and  after  breakfast  was  able  to  go  round 
the  Garden  Pond  by  Myself  with  the  help  of  a  Stick — - 
could  eat  but  little.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 
Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  fine  Cock  Pheasant  this  Evening. 
Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning. 

October  17,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Was  very  restless  most  part  of 
last  Night  till  after  12.  then  began  to  be  more  com¬ 
posed  &  soon  went  to  sleep.  But  this  Morning  got  up 
thank  God  much  stronger  with  a  smart  pain  of  the 
Gout  in  my  right  foot.  Had  very  little  assistance  in 
getting  up  this  Morning  and  came  down  Stairs  by  my¬ 
self  pretty  strong.  Appetite  much  better  and  Spirits 
higher — able  to  travel  about  by  myself  without  the  use 
of  a  Stick.  Mr.  Thorne  called  on  me  this  Morning. 
Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit — glad  to  find 
me  better.  I  eat  for  my  dinner  to  day  cold  rost  Beef  & 
enjoyed  it.  Dinner  to  day,  cold  rost  Beef  &  a  batter 
Pudding.  St.  Faith’s  Fair  to  day,  most  of  Mr.  Cus- 
tance’s  Family  there. 


1  From  the  beginning  of  July  all  had  been  in  readiness  for  a  renewed 
invasion  of  Ireland  by  the  French  convoyed  by  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  Texel. 
The  Dutch  fleet  at  that  time  were  superior  in  power  to  Duncan’s — which 
moreover  had  only  just  passed  through  the  Nore  mutiny.  But  the  Dutch 
fleet  could  only  move  with  favourable  wind  and  tide,  and  both  were  con¬ 
trary  for  six  weeks  on  end.  Meanwhile  Duncan’s  fleet  was  reinforced.  At 
last,  on  Oct.  8,  the  Dutch  fleet  put  out  to  sea  under  Admiral  de  Winter. 
On  Oct.  1 1  was  fought  the  stubborn  battle  of  Camperdown  between  equal 
English  and  Dutch  forces.  Finally  Duncan  shattered  the  Dutch  fleet, 
capturing  nine  ships  of  the  line.  (See  Lecky’s  Ireland  in  the  Eighteenth 
Century,  vol.  iv,  pp.  173-81,  for  a  brilliant  description  of  the  events  leading 
up  to  Camperdown.)  Admiral  Duncan  (1731-1804)  was  created  a  Viscount 
for  the  victory. 
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October  18,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Not  so  well  to  day  as 
Yesterday — more  of  the  Gout  in  me.  Mr.  Hambleton 
Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Made  Yesterday 
some  nice  Mead  about  5.  Gallons  from  about  22.  lb.  of 
Honey  which  we  put  into  Barrel  this  Morning  soon 
after  breakfast — there  to  stand  till  next  Spring,  and 
then  to  be  bottled  off.  Lord  &  Lady  Bayning  (late  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Townshend)1  sent  this  Morning  to  enquire 
after  us,  had  been  to  Weston-House.  Dinner  to  day, 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

October  19,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Had  a  very  good  Night  and 
found  myself  stronger  rather  this  Morning  but  ex¬ 
cessive  weak  on  stooping.  To  a  poor  man  of  Ringland, 
by  Loss  thro’  fire  gave  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day  boiled 
Beef  &  a  Goose  rosted  &c.  Appetite  I  think  a  little 
better  for  the  last  2.  Days. 

Octbr.  21,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  had  a  very  good 
nights  rest  last  Night.  Got  up  much  refreshed  and 
pretty  strong,  but  when  I  stoop  down  in  a  morning 
to  wash  My  Head,  have  a  very  hard  matter  to  stand,  my 
Legs  bending  under  me,  but  the  moment  I  rise  get 
the  better  of  that  weakness — Every  act  of  stooping  is 
attended  by  weakness.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Tongue 
&  mashed  Potatoes  & c.  Bidewells  brought  our  News- 
Papers,  no  Letters. 

Oct.  22,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  another  good  Night  thank  God !  last  Night. 
Mr.  Sutcliffe  of  Norwich  did  Duty  at  Weston  Church 
this  Morning,  and  also  administered  the  H.  Sacrament. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  at  Church  to  day.  Mr. 
Sutcliffe  called  at  my  house  as  he  went  to  Church.  I 

1  See  footnote  to  vol.  i,  p.  21 1.  According  to  the  inscription  on  the 
portrait  (facing  p.  296,  vol.  iii)  the  actual  date  of  creation  as  Lord  Bayning 
was  two  days  later — October  20. 
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asked  him  to  take  a  Family  Dinner  after  his  Duty  but 
could  not  being  obliged  to  do  duty  elsewhere.  Mr. 
Custance  called  on  us  on  his  return  from  Church.  My 
Man,  Ben,  taken  very  lame,  Yesterday,  in  his  right  Leg, 
scarce  able  to  walk — something  rheumatic.  Dinner  to 
day,  a  rosting  Pig  &c. 

Oct.  23,  Monday.  .  .  .  Thank  God  I  got  up  strong  and 
well,  without  any  help.  Seem  to  be  much  better  and 
stronger  came  down  alone.  George  Brand  of  Mattis- 
hall  and  Amelia  Norton  of  Weston  were  married  this 
Morning  by  Banns  at  Weston  Church  by  Mr.  Maynard 
of  Attlebridge,  who  called  on  me  after.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thorne  called  on  us  about  Noon  and  stayed  till  after 
2.  o’clock.  They  came  in  their  Chaise.  Mr.  Thorne 
left  Mrs.  Thorne  with  us  about  an  Hour  whilst  he 
went  to  see  a  Patient  of  his  near  us.  I  did  not  ask  them 
to  dinner  having  a  plain  dinner  and  also  Washing  Week 
with  us.  My  Servant  Ben  Leggatt  rode  over  to  Dr. 
Thornes  this  Morning  for  his  Advice.  I  would  have  had 
him  gone  before.  He  did  not  Work  again  to  day  nor 
could  not.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  and  a  Suet 
Pudding  &c.  I  made  a  very  hearty  dinner  and  am 
much  stronger.  I  did  not  go  to  bed  to  night  till  my 
old  time  before  I  was  ill- — I  was  last  up,  walked  my 
rounds  as  usual  and  was  last  up — Went  to  bed  without 
any  help  whatever  either  going  to  bed  or  after,  & 
lock’d  my  Door  &c. 

Octbr.  24,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  I  had  a  good  Night 
of  rest  last  Night  and  found  myself  pretty  strong  & 
hearty  this  Morning  without  any  Assistance  or  Atten¬ 
dance  whatever  I  got  up.  Dinner  to  day  fryed  Beef  & 
Potatoes  &  a  rost  Chicken. 

Oct.  25,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  called  on 
us  this  Morning.  Brave  again  to  day  and  a  good 
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Appetite.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Herrings  &  a  boiled 
Chicken  &c.  Mrs.  Woodhouse  (late  Miss  Norris)  com¬ 
ing  now  of  Age  a  public  Dinner  &c.  was  given  this  Day 
at  Lenewade  Bridge  to  all  her  Tenants  &c.  and  to  every 
poor  Person  in  the  whole  Parish  of  Witchingham — 
Feast  to  begin  at  12.  at  Noon  and  to  continue  till  12.  at 
Night.  A  Meeting  of  the  County  at  Norwich  to  day  to 
nominate  a  Person  to  succeed  late  Sr.  John  Wodehouse 
(now  Lord  Wodehouse)  as  Member  for  the  County  of 
Norfolk.1 

Oct.  26,  Thursday.  .  . .  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  gave  us 
a  Call  this  Morning,  but  did  not  stay  any  time  scarce 
with  us,  being  a  shooting.  He  was  Yesterday  at  the 
county  Meeting  at  Norwich,  Business  soon  finished, 
Jacob  Astley2  proposed  and  him  only — The  Meeting 
was  very  soon  over.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c. 

Oct.  28,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Priest  called  on  us  this  morn¬ 
ing  in  his  Way,  home,  from  Mr.  Townshends  (alias 
Lord  Baynings)  of  Honingham  he  having  been  there 
for  a  Day  or  two  getting  a  Chaplainship  for  his  Son  Sl 
John,  of  Lord  Bayning  &  which  he  is  promised.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  boiled  Chicken,  Pork  &  greens  &c.  Nancy  had 
a  Box  this  Evening  from  her  Aunt  J§  Woodforde  from 
London  with  divers  things  and  also  a  Letter  from  her. 
They  were  to  leave  London  the  21st.  of  October  &  go 
for  Bath. 

Oct.  30,  Monday.  .  .  .  Jeremiah  Lillystone  and  Eliz. 
Bushell  were  married  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church 
by  Banns,  and  by  Mr.  Maynard.  Mr.  Mellish  made  us 


1  See  footnote  p.  125,  vol.  ii. 

2  Sir  Jacob  Astley  (1756-1817)  succeeded  his  father  Sir  Edward  as  5th 
Baronet  in  1802.  He  represented  Norfolk  in  Parliament  for  twenty  years — 
from  1797  to  his  death. 
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a  Morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  See. 
I  don’t  seem  quite  so  well  again  as  I  have  lately  been. 
Appetite  begins  to  fail  me  again  &  feel  weaker  rather. 

Oct.  31,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  Man,  Ben  Leggatt,  is  got 
finely  again,  Dr.  Thorne  set  him  up.  .  .  . 

Nov.  1,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  2.  Daughters  made  us 
a  Morn’  Visit.  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morn’  for  Land  Tax 
&  other  Taxes  &c.  8.  17.  3-J.  Dinner  to  day,  some 
boiled  Beef  and  a  Turkey  rosted  &c.  Old  Mr.  Robert¬ 
son  the  Apparitor  upwards  of  80.  years  of  Age  came  to 
my  House  this  Morning  by  himself  on  horseback  with 
a  Form  of  Prayer  and  Thanksgiving  for  the  late  very 
great  Naval  Victory  of  Admiral  Duncan  over  the  Dutch 
Fleet  near  their  own  coasts.1  Robertson  eat  and  drank 
what  he  would  at  my  House. 

Novbr.  2,  Thursday.  .  .  .  My  Back-Kitchen  began  to  be 
repaired  towards  the  South — All  that  Side  being  much 
decayed  in  the  Wood-work  See.  Pyle  my  old  Carpenter 
disappointing  me  by  not  coming  twice  or  thrice,  and 
promising  again  to  come  to  day,  sent  me  word  again 
last  Night  that  he  could  not  come  till  next  Monday. 
I  sent  therefore  immediately  on  hearing  it  last  Night 
down  to  Harry  Baker,  Carpenter,  a  little  beyond 
Weston  Church  to  come  to  me  to  Morrow.  Pyle  there¬ 
fore  will  not  be  employed  very  soon  for  me  again. 
Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Beef  &  Potatoes  &  a  Goose 
rosted  &c. 

Novbr.  3,  Friday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  my  Butcher  for  Tallow  at 
4-J.  o.  3.0.  My  Back-Kitchen  towards  the  South  almost 
all  taken  down  of  the  Stud  and  Plaister  Work  and  laid 
quite  open  and  so  it  must  remain  all  this  whole  Day  & 
Night.  We  have  had  (thank  God)  a  good  Day  for  the 

1  See  footnotes  to  entry  for  Oct.  15  preceding,  and  Dec.  19  succeeding. 
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Work  and  I  hope  the  Night  will  turn  out  favourable 
and  safe  to  us — Willm. Hardy,  Mason,  and  Harry  Baker, 
Carpenter,  being  all  day  at  the  above  work  with  their 
Assistants.  To  Morrow  I  hope  we  shall  get  it  pretty 
well  secured  in.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Tolerable  good  Weather  for  our  Work  I 
may  say  very  good  considering  the  time  of  the  Year  and 
Harry  Baker  is  very  cleaver  in  his  Work — -works  very 
securely  indeed. 

Nov.  4,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  with 
9.  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome’s  at  Norwich — he 
returned  about  five  in  the  Evening.  Bloome,  sent  me 
a  Note  of  the  Barley,  but  no  Cash.  He  gives  me  only 
i2s/od  per  Coomb  for  it.  He  also  sent  Word  that  he 
could  not  give  more  than  ios/od  per  Comb  for  the 
Vetches  sent  him  some  time  back.  Dinner  to  day, 
Giblet-Soup  and  some  Beef  Steaks  &c.  Nancy  had  a 
Letter  this  Evening  by  Ben  from  Miss  Pounsett. 

Nov.  5,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church.  He  called 
on  us  as  he  went  &  as  he  returned.  He  put  his  Horse  in 
my  Stable  and  so  walked  to  Church.  Mr.  Custance 
came  with  him  from  Church  on  foot  and  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit,  stayed  with  us  very  kindly  some  time. 
Mr.  Corbould  set  off  for  his  other  Church  soon  after 
his  return.  Dinner  to  day,  some  boiled  Skaite,  Giblet 
Soup  &c.  Plummer’s  Wife  of  Ringland  (whose  Maiden 
Name  was  Thacker  and  which  Family  formerly  be¬ 
longed  to  Weston)  was  buried  this  Afternoon  in 
Weston-Church  Yard  by  Mr.  Maynard  having  had  my 
leave  first  for  so  doing — aged  32.  Years.  Briton  spent 
the  Day  with  his  Friends  at  Reepham. 

Novbr.  7,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham 
called  on  us  this  Morning  and  brought  us  a  fine  Hare. 
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He  had  no  Servant  with  him.  It  was  extremely  kind  of 
him  indeed,  I  asked  him  to  dine  with  us  but  he  could 
not,  as  he  was  going  to  his  Fathers.  To  Obadiah 
Rayner  for  some  Skaite  at  3d  per  Pd.  pd.  o.  2.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  Peas  Soup  &a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted&c. 

Novbr.  8,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Robert  Downing  Junr.  and 
Eliz.  Knights  both  of  this  Parish  were  married  this 
Morning  at  Weston-Church  by  Banns  and  by  Mr. 
Maynard  of  Morton.  .  .  . 

Novbr.  11,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Dinner  to  day,  Calfs’  Chaldon  &  a  broiled 
Bullocks  Kidneys.  Betty  went  to  see  her  Friends  at 
Mattishall  for  the  Night.  Betty  Cary  brought  our 
Newspapers  &c.  from  Norwich.  Nancy  had  a  long 
Letter  from  her  Aunt  J.  Woodforde.  Very  find  Day 
indeed  for  the  Season  of  the  Year.  My  Brother  &  Wife 
are  got  to  their  home  in  Somersett.  My  Brother  was 
but  very  indifferent  when  he  got  home. 

Novbr.  13,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  made  us  a  long 
Morning  Visit.  Very  poorly  indeed  to  day,  No  Appe¬ 
tite  whatever.  Betty  assisted  me  in  getting  up  this 
Morning  being  very  weak  and  was  of  great  help  &c.  to 
me.  Dinner  to  day,  Skaite  boiled  &  a  rost  Turkey  &c. 
Young  Harry  Andrews  and  Sarah  Spragg  were  married 
this  Morning  at  Weston  Church  by  Banns,  by  Mr. 
Maynard  of  Morton,  who  did  it  for  Mr.  Corbould  he 
being  at  Norwich. 

Novbr.  14,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 
Mr.  Thorne  at  Mattishall  being  very  poorly  indeed. 
He  sent  me  something  to  take  and  came  himself  to  see 
me  between  2.  and  3.  o’clock  this  Aft.  Hambleton 
Custance  being  on  a  shooting  Excursion  made  us  a 
Visit  this  Morning  &  drank  2.  Glasses  of  Port  Wine  and 
eat  a  Piece  of  Cake  with  us.  He  had  not  killed  any 
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thing.  .  .  .  Could  not  eat  an y  thing  solid  for  Dinner, 
only  batter  Pudding.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  and 
Mr.  Maynard  were  to  have  dined  with  me  to  day,  but 
was  obliged  to  put  them  off  being  so  very  unwell  to  day. 
No  Appetite  &  very  weak. 

Novbr.  15,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  poorly  and  very  weak. 
No  Appetite  at  all  whatever.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Skaite  &  a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  I  eat  a  very  little 
bit  of  Skaite  with  some  Oysters — nothing  else.  Brewed 
a  Barrel  of  common  Beer  to  day.  Election  of  a  Member 
for  the  County  this  Day  at  Norwich  in  Lord  Wode- 
house’s  Place — Jacob  Astley  only  talked  of. 

Novbr.  16,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Was  taken  very  ill  soon  after 
getting  down  Stairs  this  Morning  in  a  kind  of  fainting 
Fit  tho’  I  did  not  faint  but  it  brought  on  me  a  very 
profuse  Perspiration  all  over  me  which  soon  made  me 
feel  better.  Dr.  Thorne  called  soon  after.  In  the 
Evening  better  &  eat  some  rosted  Oysters  for  Supper. 

Novbr.  17,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Thank  God!  found  myself  rather  better  this 
Morn’  not  so  bewildered  or  so  weak  as  Yesterday,  Senses 
better  &  stronger — still  however  very,  very  poorly. 
Appetite  better,  made  a  very  good  Dinner  considering 
what  I  have  done  of  late.  Eat  pretty  hearty  of  a  fresh 
boiled  Tongue  &  mash  Potatoes.  Smoaked  my  Pipe 
this  Afternoon  better  than  of  late.  Paid  my  Black¬ 
smith  John  Buck  his  Annual  Bill — 3.  8.  6. 

Novbr.  18,  Saturday.-  .  .  .  Not  so  well  this  Morning, 
having  had  but  a  baddish  Night.  Little  Sleep,  fright¬ 
ful  Dreams  &  very  restless  all  last  Night.  Mr.  Thorne 
very  luckily  called  on  me  this  Morning.  Paid  Willm. 
Pile,  Carpenter,  for  Work  late  done  for  me  in  Sep¬ 
tember  last. — paid  him  this  Morning  by  Betty  o.  8.  3. 
Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  called  on  us  this  Morning. 
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Betty’s  Father  here  to  day,  asked  to  Dinner,  but  had 
dined.  Bidewells  People  brought  our  News  to  day — 
No  Letters.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  & 
Capers  &c.  eat  a  very  little  for  dinner,  but  enjoyed 
some  rosted  Oysters  at  Supper  and  seemed  better  after 
eating  of  them. 

Nov.  19,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  a  better  Night  of  rest  last  Night  than  I  ex¬ 
pected  it  being  a  cold  rough  windy  Night  with  Wind 
&  Hail  &c.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Mr.  Thornes 
after  Medicine.  Very  rough  Morning  with  Storms  at 
times  of  Hail,  Snow  & c.  Mr.  Corbould  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church  for  the  last 
time  of  his  serving  it,  his  Year  being  expired  after  this 
Sunday,  his  having  left  Hungate  Lodge,  rendering  it 
inconvenient  to  serve  it.  He  eat  some  Soup  at  my 
House  on  his  return  from  Church  and  soon  after  re¬ 
turned  home  to  Norwich  from  whence  he  came.  I  was 
sorry  it  proved  so  rough  a  day  for  him.1  Mr.  Custance 
was  so  kind  as  to  call  on  us  this  Morning  tho’  not  at 
Church,  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Corbould  was  here 
and  stayed  with  us  some  time  after  Mr.  Corbould  left 
us.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Couple  of  boiled  Chicken  & c.  I 

1  Mr.  Corbould — the  Rev.  John  Corbould— now  fades  from  our  view. 
But  the  reader  may  like  to  know  that  he  became  Rector  of  Bawdeswell  in 
1807,  and  of  Eccles-next-the-sea  in  1808,  both  livings  being  presented  to 
him  by  Sir  John  Lombe.  He  died  in  1810  at  the  age  of  42,  and  was  buried 
at  Braconash  where  he  was  then  residing.  He  had  seven  children,  of  whom 
two — William  and  Thomas — became  in  succession  Rectors  of  Tacolneston, 
William  from  1836-58,  Thomas  from  1858-69.  His  wife  lived  till  1852, 
being  82  years  of  age  when  she  died.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  add 
that  Mr.  Corbould — doubtless  assisted  by  his  wealthy  father,  John  Cor¬ 
bould,  the  Norwich  hatter — had,  prior  to  his  marriage,  acquired  the 
patronage  of  the  living  of  Strumpshaw,  but  the  incumbent,  the  Rev. 
William  Nelson,  outlived  Mr.  Corbould  by  two  years,  dying  at  the  age 
of  81. 
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eat  pretty  well  considering  to  da y  at  Dinner.  I  still 
continue  very  weak  indeed,  tho’  a  little  better. 

Novbr.  20,  Monday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  found  myself 
something  better  this  Morning  having  had  a  very  good 
Night  of  rest  last  Night.  Had  a  fat  Pig  killed  this  Morn¬ 
ing — weight  ii.  Stone.  Dinner  to  day,  part  of  a  Rump 
of  Beef  boiled,  of  which  I  made  a  better  dinner  than 
for  many  Days  last  past.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us 
this  Morning,  did  not  stay  long.  Rather  a  small  Pain  in 
my  Bowels  this  Morning. 

Novbr.  21,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Had  a  good  Night  last  Night, 
but  soon  after  getting  up,  had  something  of  the  same 
kind  of  Pain  in  my  Bowels  as  Yesterday,  but  of  short 
duration.  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  to  Cawston  to 
Mr.  Cotman’s  to  desire  him  to  enter  upon  the  Curacy 
of  Weston  on  Sunday  next  by  doing  duty  on  Sunday 
next  in  the  Aft.  Briton  returned  home  time  enough  to 
wait  at  dinner  with  a  Note  from  Mr.  Cotman  of  com¬ 
plying  with  my  request.  Mr.  Thorne  called  on  me  this 
Morning,  and  I  told  him  of  my  complaint  in  my 
Bowels.  He  gave  me  a  Pill  to  take  immediately  and 
left  a  few  more  of  them  with  me.  Dinner  to  day,  Pigs 
Fry  &c.  I  eat  very  hearty  indeed  for  Dinner  to  day 
thank  God.  I  was  upon  my  Legs  a  good  deal  to  day  in 
the  Morning. 

Novbr.  23,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Found  myself  stronger  this 
Morning  after  a  good  Nights  Rest  than  for  many  days 
last  past— Appetite  good.  Paid  old  Gould  the  Farrier 
this  Morning  for  farriery  for  the  last  Year  for  my 
Horses  &c.  o.  12.  6.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  2. 
Daughters  made  us  a  Morn’  Visit.  Dinner  to  day, 
Pork  broiled  &  a  fine  Goose  rosted  &c. 

Novembr.  24,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home,  Very  smart  Frost  this  Morning  which  pinched 
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me  much  but  got  up  this  Morning  quite  bonny  thank 
God  for  it.  Soon  after  breakfast  found  myself  rather 
indifferent  with  cholickly  Pains  within  me  attended 
rather  by  a  purging  but  not  much,  having  but  2. 
Motions  all  the  Day.  My  Head  quite  free  from  Pain 
but  feel  weaker  in  Body  since  the  Morning — tho’  I 
made  a  tolerable  good  dinner  to  day  on  a  rost  Loin  of 
Pork  &c.  About  2.  o’clock  this  Aft.  Captain  Sucklings 
Brother  and  Wife  from  Norwich,  a  Clergyman  &  lately 
married  called  on  us,  but  did  not  stay  long,  he  never 
said  what  he  came  for,  but  I  apprehend  it  was  about 
the  Curacy  of  Weston — I  told  him  that  it  was  engaged 
to  a  Mr.  Cotman,  but  if  I  could  get  a  resident  Curate 
I  should  prefer  it.  And  that  I  had  acquainted  Mr. 
Cotman  that  if  such  an  one  should  offer,  that  he  must 
not  expect  to  continue  it  after  proper  notice.  Mr. 
Suckling  then  talked  about  Hungate  lodge,  but  said 
that  the  Rent  was  much  too  high  for  him.  I  asked  them 
to  have  some  refreshment  but  they  refused.  They 
came  from  Norwich  in  a  single  Horse  Chaise.  Dinner 
to  day,  Loin  of  Pork  rosted  &c. 

Novbr.  26,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Quite  mild  this  Morning  with 
some  Rain.  Found  myself  better  to  day,  but  still  can¬ 
not  gain  strength.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Loin  of  Pork 
boiled  &  a  Hare  rosted  & c.  My  Appetite  is  pretty  good, 
Made  a  very  good  dinner.  Mr.  Cotman  entered  upon 
the  Curacy  of  Weston  this  Day  and  therefore  read 
Prayers  &  Preached  here  this  Afternoon.  None  of  Mr. 
Custance’s  Family  at  Church  to  day  being  wet.  Mr. 
Custance’s  People  have  taken  up  some  Poachers  that 
were  found  in  ipso  facto  on  his  Premises. 

Nov.  29,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Finely  again  this  Morning,  but  very  weak  at 
times.  Sent  Briton  in  my  little  Cart  to  Norwich  early 
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this  Morn’  after  divers  things  against  my  Audit  on 
Tuesday  next.  Cold  and  dark  with  a  good  deal  of  Snow 
this  Morning — Snow  almost  all  day  long  tho’  the 
Glasses  were  high.  Briton  had  a  terrible  Journey  to  & 
back  from  Norwich  did  not  return  till  near  six  o’clock 
in  the  Evening  almost  shrammed  with  cold  and  Snow 
together.  He  brought  all  his  things  home  very  well  and 
safe.  Dinner  to  day,  Cod-Fish  &  a  rost  Chicken  &c. 
Lemons,  Raisins  &  Currants  exceeding  dear  indeed 
owing  to  the  Spanish  War — Lemons  3  pence  apiece  & c. 
No  Letters  whatever  from  Norwich  &c. 

Nov.  30,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  had  a  good  night 
last  Night  and  got  up  this  Morning  rather  stronger  than 
for  some  days  past.  Much  Snow  during  last  Night  and 
cold — much  milder  to  day.  Hambleton  Custance 
called  here  this  Morning,  being  out  with  his  Gun, 
stayed  with  us  half  an  Hour  &  had  some  Wine  &c. 
Dinner  to  day,  some  fryed  Eels  &  a  boiled  Neck  of 
Pork  &c. 

Decbr.  1,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Suckling  who  called  on  me  the 
other  Day,  called  again  upon  me  this  Morning  con¬ 
cerning  Weston  Curacy,  he  went  from  my  House  to 
Weston  House  concerning  Hungate  Lodge.  His  Father 
was  with  him  but  did  not  come  in,  I  knew  nothing  of 
his  being  with  him.  They  went  from  my  House  to 
Weston  House  concerning  Hungate  Lodge  which  if  he 
could  get  on  moderate  terms  he  would  take.  Mrs. 
Custance  with  her  two  Daughters  made  us  a  Morn’ 
Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Tongue  &  a  rost  Fowl. 

Decbr.  3,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  did  duty  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  Custance  and  his  eldest 
Son,  called  on  us  this  Morn’  after  Divine  Service — 
They  had  been  at  Church.  A  smart  Frost  this  Morn¬ 
ing  which  rather  affected  me,  but  upon  the  whole  think 
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myself  rather  stronger  than  of  late.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Veal  rosted  & c.  The  present  times  seem  to 
prognosticate  e’er  long  very  alarming  circumstances. 
No  appearance  of  Peace,  but  on  the  contrary  the  French 
reject  every  Proposition  to  it  and  so  inveterate  are  they 
against  our  Government,  that  they  are  determined  to 
make  a  descent  on  England  &  the  Taxes  therefore  on 
the  above  account  are  talked  of  being  raised  trebly  to 
what  they  were  last  Year.1 

Decbr.  4,  Monday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  had  a  good  Night 
last  Night  and  I  hope  am  somewhat  stronger— but  still 
feel  very  weak  inwardly.  Hurried  rather  to  day  in  pre¬ 
paring  things  for  my  Tithe  Audit  to  Morrow,  which  in 
my  weak  state  will  be  a  great  Undertaking,  but  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  get  thro’  it.  Dinner  to  day,  Souse 
fryed  &  a  rost  Fowl  &c. 

Decbr.  5,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  a  very  good  Night  last  Night,  and  feel 
tolerably  well.  This  being  my  Tithe-Audit-Day,  the 

1  On  Oct.  26,  1797,  the  Directory  had  named  ‘Citizen  General  Bona¬ 
parte’  commander-in-chief  of  the  ‘Army  of  England’,  and  the  troops  al¬ 
ready  assembled  on  the  western  coasts  of  France  were  to  be  supplemented 
by  reinforcements  from  the  Army  of  Italy.  Admiral  Duncan’s  victory  had, 
in  fact,  rendered  an  invasion  impracticable  for  the  time  being,  but  the 
Directory  did  not  relax  their  preparatory  efforts,  and  far  into  the  spring  of 
1798  appeared  to  be  concentrating  all  attention  on  England  when,  in 
reality,  they  were  latterly  preparing  for  Bonaparte’s  Egyptian  expedition. 
(See  Wheeler  and  Broadley’s  Napoleon  and  the  Invasion  of  England,  vol.  i, 
ch.  iii).  As  regards  taxation,  Parson  Woodforde’s  reference  is  to  Pitt’s 
proposal  put  forward  at  the  end  of  November,  179 7,  and  carried  into 
legislative  effect  in  January,  1798,  of  a  trebling  of  the  assessed  taxes — 
those  on  houses,  windows,  servants,  horses,  &c.,  &c. — so  that  virtually  an 
income  tax  up  to  10  per  cent,  was  intended.  The  proposals  were  immensely 
unpopular,  the  results  disappointing,  and  a  year  later  Pitt  was  compelled 
to  introduce  a  thorough-going  income  tax.  (See  Dowell’s  History  of  Taxa¬ 
tion,  vol.  iii,  pp.  87  and  15 7,  and  Holland  Rose’s  Pitt  and  the  Great  War, 
pp.  328-9.) 
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following  Farmers  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  & 
Evening  at  my  House.  Robt.  Emeris,  Mich.  Andrews, 
Stephen  Andrews,  Henry  Case,  James  Jermyn,  Js.  Pegg, 
Jg  Norton,  John  Buck  Junr.,  Thos.  Reynold’s  Son  for 
his  Father,  Willm.  Bidewell,  J§  Girling,  Willm.  How- 
lett,  Jg  Mann,  Jg  Baker,  Barnard  Dunnell,  Charles 
Hardy,  Andrew  Spraggs,  Charles  Cary,  Jg  Heavers  and 
John  Hubbard.  I  gave  them  for  Dinner,  two  boiled 
Legs  of  Mutton  and  Capers,  a  very  fine  Surloin  of  Beef 
rosted,  Salt  Fish  with  plenty  of  plumb  Puddings  &c. 
Punch.  Port  Wine  &  strong  Beer.  A  very  pleasing 
Tithe  Frolic  indeed,  and  all  left  me  by  ten  in  the  Even¬ 
ing— very  well  pleased  with  their  Frolic.  Every  thing 
went  off  very  harmonious  &  no  Noise. 

[The  entries  for  December  6th  to  16th  are  unfortu¬ 
nately  missing.] 

Decmbr.  17,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  I  found  myself  rather  weaker  to  day  than  of 
late;  but  very  little.  I  can  eat  pretty  well  and  thank 
God  sleep  very  well.  Mr.  Cotman  did  duty  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  It  grieves  me  much  that 
I  am  rendered  unable  to  do  it  myself  or  to  attend  at 
Church  being  so  very  infirm.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder 
of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Very  windy  all  the  Day,  obliged  to 
be  in  the  Parlour  as  our  Study  smoaked  so  very  much. 
Wind  W.N.W.  Ben  went  to  Crownthorp  on  my  Horse 
to  day,  returned  in  very  good  time  in  the  Evening. 

Decbr.  18,  Monday.  .  .  .  My  Appetite  rather  failed  me 
to  day  and  rather  weaker.  To  a  Fisherman  for  a  Pike 
paid  this  Morn’  o.  1.  6.  It  turned  out  but  very  in¬ 
different  at  dinner.  Dinner  to  day  a  boiled  Pike  &  a 
rost  Chicken  &c.  But  poorly  when  I  went  to  bed. 

Decbr.  19,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  This  Day  being  a  public  of  Thanksgiving  to 
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Almighty  God  for  our  late  and  great  Victories 
obtained  over  our  Enemies  both  by  Sea  &  Land,  public 
Prayers  being  to  be  read  on  the  Occasion  in  all 
Churches  &c.  in  the  Kingdom  Mr.  Cotman  read 
Prayers  this  Morn’  at  Weston  Church  but  did  not 
preach.  Mr.  Custance  &  Sons  at  Church  and  am  glad 
to  say  that  there  was  a  pretty  full  Congregation.  I 
should  have  been  happy  to  have  done  the  duty  myself 
or  to  have  attended  at  it — but  quite  unable  to  do 
either  being  so  very  infirm  and  so  very  weak  at  the  pre¬ 
sent.  Miss  Woodforde  did  not  go  It  being  very  dirty. 
Thank  God!  it  proved  a  very  fine  Day  which  I  was 
very  glad  of,  especially  as  the  King,  Queen  &  Royal 
Family  go  in  State  to  St.  Paul’s  this  Day  to  return 
thanks,  the  Peers  See.  attending  him  on  the  Occasion.1 
Pray  God  preserve  him  &  protect  him  Sec.  at  these 


1  ‘The  19th  of  December  being  the  day  appointed  for  a  General  Thanks¬ 
giving,  for  the  three  great  naval  victories  obtained  by  His  Majesty’s  Fleets, 
under  the  command  of  Lords  Howe,  St.  Vincent,  and  Duncan,  a  grand 
procession  to  St.  Paul’s,  by  the  Royal  Family  and  the  two  houses  of 
parliament,  took  place.’  Thus  begins  the  account  in  the  Annual  Register, 
IJ9J  (chronicle,  p.  80).  The  Bishop  of  Lincoln  preached  from  Samuel  ii, 
ch.  22,  vv.  I,  2,  and  3.  ‘And  David  spake  unto  the  Lord  the  words  of  this 
song  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  had  delivered  him  out  of  the  hand  of  all  his 
enemies,  and  out  of  the  hand  of  Saul:  and  he  said  the  Lord  is  my  rock,  and 
my  fortress,  and  my  deliverer;  the  God  of  my  rock;  in  him  will  I  trust:  he 
is  my  shield,  and  the  horn  of  my  salvation,  my  high  tower,  and  my  refuge, 
my  saviour,  thou  savest  me  from  violence.’  We  are  informed  in  the 
Annual  Register  that  ‘the  King  appeared  in  blue  and  gold;  the  Queen  in 
mazarine  blue,  with  a  diamond  head-dress;  the  Princesses  in  the  same 
coloured  vests,  with  chained  head-dresses,  of  gold  and  white  feathers.  .  .  . 
The  gallant  Lord  Duncan  was  greeted  with  rapturous  and  repeated 
plaudits’.  On  the  other  hand  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas  ‘were  received 
much  more  favourably  within  the  church  than  they  had  been  in  their 
passage  to  it!’  In  fact  ‘Mr.  Pitt  was  grossly  insulted  by  the  populace  on 
his  way  to  the  Cathedral’,  so  that  he  stopped  to  dine  in  Doctors  Commons, 
instead  of  returning  in  his  own  carriage,  being  escorted  home  in  the 
evening  by  a  party  of  the  London  light  horse. 
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critical  times.  Mr.  Custance  with  his  2.  Sons,  Hamble- 
ton  and  Willm.  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  immediately 
after  Church.  To  Obadiah  Rayner  for  Fish  this  Morn¬ 
ing  paid  o.  4.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Haddock  boiled  & 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted.  We  have  been  almost  a  Week 
in  the  great  Parlour  as  the  Study  being  subject  to 
smoak  all  the  time.  It  is  much  more  unpleasant  to  us 
than  the  Study.  Ben  wishing  to  go  to  Norwich  to 
Morrow  for  the  Election  of  a  Coroner  I  gave  him 
leave  in  behalf  of  Bringlor. 

Dec.  20,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Rather  weaker — Appetite  very 
poorly  again.  Paid  Betty  this  Morning  a  Bill  for  divers 
things  from  Oct.  20th  to  Decbr.  18th  the  Sum  of 
2.  14.  8.  Paid  Briton  for  ditto  from  ditto  4.  5.  2-J. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  fryed  Haddock  &  a  Fowl  rosted  &c. 
Ben  returned  in  very  good  time  from  Norwich,  the 
Election  not  over  when  he  came  away.  Bringlor  much 
a  majority.  Mr.  Custance’s  Tenant,  Girling,  went  in 
favour  of  Royal.  Mr.  Custance  never  mentioned  to  me 
a  word  of  either.  The  Election  it  is  supposed  will  con¬ 
tinue  till  to  Morrow  if  not  longer.  It  is  likely  to  be 
strongly  contested.  No  News  of  any  consequence  at 
Norwich  to  day. 

Dec.  21,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  weak  again  to  day  about 
Noon  time.  Paid  Ben  this  Morning  for  divers  things 
from  October  20th.  to  Decbr.  18th.  on  the  whole  the 
Sum  of  7.  18.  ji.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  to  Decbr. 
17th.  2.  11.  8.  Gave  her  also  a  new  Silver  Table  Spoon 
for  sitting  up  with  me  when  I  was  so  very  ill,  and  which 
her  Father  got  for  her  at  Norwich — paid  her  wdiat  it 
cost  o.  17.  o.  Gave  to  the  Poor  of  Weston  against 
Christmas  this  being  St.  Thomas’s  Day  at  6d.  each  Per¬ 
son  1.  6.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Appetite  very 
weak  indeed. 
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Dec.  22,  Friday.  .  .  .  Something  better  to  day  thank  God 
having  had  a  good  Night  after  making  a  good  Supper 
last  Night  on  rosted  Oysters.  Mr.  Mellish  made  us 
a  Morning  Visit — by  him  we  learnt  that  the  Royal 
Family  attended  Divine  Service  at  St.  Paul’s  on  Tues¬ 
day  last  with  his  Peers  &  Commons  in  full  State  being 
a  Day  appointed  for  a  general  Thanksgiving  to 
Almighty  God  for  our  late  signal  Victories  over  our 
Foes.  Everything  passed  exceedingly  well  on  the  Occa¬ 
sion  and  their  Majesties  & c.  well  Se  handsomely  reed, 
by  the  City.  Everything  passed  off  exceedingly  well, 
Mr.  Mellish  said.  The  Election  of  a  Coroner  for  this 
Division  is  finished  and  Bringlor  the  Man  elected  by 
a  very  great  Majority.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c. 

Decbr.  24,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  did  duty  at  Weston  Church  this 
Morning  at  10.  o’clock,  this  Hour  being  unusual  was 
neither  pleasing  to  me  or  to  my  Parishioners— notice  to 
be  taken  of  it.  Weak  and  poorly  to  day  especially  about 
Noon-time.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Goose  rosted  and  some 
Tripe. 

Decbr.  25,  Monday.  Christmas  Day.  We  breakfasted, 
dined,  See.  again  at  home.  This  being  Christmas-Day, 
Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  and  administered  the  Holy- 
Sacrament  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church  at  the  old 
usual  seasonable  time.  Neither  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Custance 
at  Church  this  Morning.  I  should  have  been  glad  to 
have  been  there,  but  was  not  able.  Miss  Woodforde 
did  not  attend  either.  It  was  (thank  God)  a  very  fine 
Day  indeed.  The  following  poor  old  People  dined  at 
my  House  to  day  being  Christmas  Day  as  usual.  Eliz. 
Case  a  poor  old  Widow,  Christ.  Dunnell,  Edwd.  Howes, 
Thos.  Atterton  Senr.,  Robt.  Downing,  and  Thos. 
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Thurston  my  Clark.  They  had  a  good  Piece  of  rost 
Beef  &  plumb  Pudding  strong  Beer  &c.  and  on  their 
going  away  gave  each  of  them  is/od.  o.  6.  o.  I  continue 
very  weak — Appetite  very  poorly  yet.  I  was  glad  to 
hear  the  old  People  speak  so  well  of  my  Curate  Mr. 
Cotman,  of  whom  I  enquired. 

Decbr.  26,  Tuesday.  ...  I  still  remain  very  weak,  rather 
weaker  I  think.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters 
&  two  Sons  John  and  Neville  made  us  a  friendly  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit.  Gave  my  Blacksmiths  Man,  Charles  Wibley 
Xmas  Box  1.  o.  Gave  to  Willm.  Mason  of  Sparham 
with  his  Bell  Harp  do.  1.  6.  Gave  to  Weston  Ringers 
a  Xmas  Gift  of  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  cold  rost  Beef 
&c. 

Decbr.  27,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit  from  Mr.  Mellish’s.  For  Fish,  Oysters 
to  day  at  2s/od  per  Score  pd.  o.  4.  o.  To  Christmas 
Boxes  to  day  gave  o.  2.  o.  To  Nancy  Spraggs,  late  a 
Servant  Maid  of  mine  and  very  lately  brought  to  bed 
sent  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  and  a  Suet 
Pudding  &c. 

Deer.  28,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  in  my  little  Cart  with  two  fat  Turkies  to  be 
sent  by  the  Mail  Coach  this  Afternoon  to  London — 
one  to  Mr.  Coujon  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Webb,  the 
former  in  Newgate  Street,  the  other  Black  friars. 
Briton  returned  from  Norwich  about  4.  this  Afternoon. 
He  brought  no  Letters  whatever  for  us  or  Weston 
House.  Paid  my  Shoemaker  this  Morning  a  Bill  of 
1.  1.  4.  Paid  also  (this  morning)  to  John  Reeve  of  the 
Heart  Inn  of  this  Parish  for  Wine  &c.  a  Bill  of  3.  4.  o. 
Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  called  on  us  this  Morning 
and  very  kindly  brought  us  a  fine  Hen-Pheasant.  I 
asked  him  to  dine  with  us  but  he  declined  it.  Dinner 
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to  day  a  fresh-Tongue  boiled  &  mashed  Potatoes  &c. 
To  Christmas  Gifts  to  day  gave  o.  2.  o.  Mr.  Rising 
(Mr.  Custance’s  Butler)  with  Knights  &  his  Wife, 
Knights  being  Gardner  to  Mr.  Custance,  drank  Tea 
and  spent  the  Evening  till  after  10.  o’clock  with  our 
Servants. 

Decbr.  29,  Friday.  .  .  .  Let  my  Butcher,  Billy  Stoughton, 
have  a  Couple  small  Piggs,  about  4.  months  old  for 
which  he  is  to  give  me  what  he  thinks  they  are  really 
worth  as  I  leave  it  to  him.  Mr.  Maynard  of  Morton 
called  on  us  this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  Eels,  and 
a  Piece  of  boiled  Beef  &c.  Very  poorly  to  day,  Appetite 
very  indifferent  indeed.  I  find  myself  much  weaker  of 
late  days. 

Decbr.  30,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Very  poorly  indeed  to  day, 
little  or  no  Appetite.  Paid  Harry  Baker  for  Work 
lately  done  for  me  in  the  Carpenter  Way,  many  odd 
jobbs,  this  Morn’  3.  7.  o.  Betty’s  Father  here  this 
Morn’,  stayed  a  long  time.  I  did  not  go  to  him, 
neither  did  Miss  Woodforde.  Johnny  Reeves  of  the 
Heart  brought  me  two  dozen  of  Port-Wine  this  Morn¬ 
ing  for  which  I  owe  him.  He  charges  me  .£1  12s  od.  per 
doz.  13.  Bottles  to  the  dozen.  Harry  Baker  dined  with 
our  People  in  the  Kitchen  to  day  as  he  did  a  little  Job 
to  our  new  Beas  [  ?]  House.  Bidewells  People  brought 
our  News  from  Norwich — No  Letters. 

Decbr.  31,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church — Divine 
Service  began  about  2.  o’clock.  I  thank  God!  that  I 
found  myself  rather  better  to  day.  Appetite  rather 
improved — but  still  very  weak  in  body.  Dinner  to  day, 
some  Tripe  &  a  fine  Turkey  rosted  & c.  To  my  Miller’s 
Man  J§  Shorter  a  Xmas  Gift  o.  1.  o. 
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January  1,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  a  Person  of  Costesly — having  lost  a  Cow — 
gave  o.  1.  o.  Very  weak  inwardly,  and  also  very  totter¬ 
ing  on  my  Legs.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Breast  of  Veal 
rosted  &c.  A  very  fine  New-Years  Day.  Pray  God! 
before  the  End  of  it  we  might  have  better  times  than 
the  present. 

Janry.  3,  Wednesday.  ...  A  smart  Frost  this  Morning, 
fair  and  cold.  To  Obadiah  Rayner  for  Oysters  at  2s/od 
per  Score  pd.  o.  3.  o.  Miss  Custance  and  Sister  Emily, 
with  their  Brothers  John  and  Neville  being  a  fine 
Morning  and  a  Frost  called  on  us  this  Morning.  They 
came  walking — stayed  an  Hour  with  us.  Dinner  to  day 
some  boiled  Beef  &c. 

Janry.  4,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Weather  altered,  no  Frost,  but 
cold  and  hazy  &  unpleasant.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Spar- 
ham  sent  Miss  Woodforde  to  day  a  Skep  of  Bees  by  his 
farming  Man  Jg  Springle  who  brought  them  all  the 
Way  on  foot  and  upon  his  Head  tyed  up  in  a  Cloth.  He 
was  4.  Hours  almost  coming  from  Sparham.  I  gave  the 
Man  a  good  Dinner,  some  strong  Beer,  and  made  him 
a  Present  besides  of  half  a  Guinea  in  Gold.  10.  6. 
Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef,  Tripe  &c.  Pd.  Briton  o.  15.  1. 

Janry.  5,  Friday.  .  .  .  To  Jg  Harrison,  Thatcher  for 
thatching  Wood-House  &c.  pd.  19.  o.  Reed,  of 
Harrison  for  3.  Bushls  of  grey  Peas  at  3s/ 3d-  9.  9.  .  .  . 

Janry.  6,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Bidewells  People  brought  only 
one  Newspaper  for  us  from  Norwich  and  that  was  the 
Ipswich — Crouse’s  Norwich  Paper  which  we  used  to 
take,  did  not  arrive. 

Janry.  9,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Very  cold,  dark  Morning  and 
sharp  black  Frost  very  cold.  To  a  poor  oldish  Man 
quite  dumb  that  some  times  calls  here  with  Matches 
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gave  some  Victuals  &  Drink  and  a  Sixpence.  To 
Obadiah  Rayner  for  Oysters  at  2s/od  per  Score  pd. 
o.  5-  6.  The  cold  Weather  makes  me  very  sleepy  being 
weak.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  See. 

Janry.  io,  Wednesday.  ...  Fair  mostly,  but  very  cold  and 
a  smart  Frost.  Miss  Emily  Custance  with  her  two 
Brothers,  John  and  Neville,  called  on  us  this  Morning, 
they  came  walking.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  and 
Greens  &c. 

Janry.  n.  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  cold  still  but  not  so  cold 
or  so  sharp  a  Frost  as  it  was  Yesterday,  tho’  very  pinch¬ 
ing  to  such  Invalids  as  myself.  I  bear  the  Cold  much 
better  than  I  expected.  Dinner  to  day,  hash  Mutton 
and  a  Suet  Pudding  &c. 

Janry.  12,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  When  I  waked  this  Adorning  I  found  that  a 
gouty  Pain  had  seized  the  little  Toe  of  my  left  Foot 
but  not  bad.  It  made  me  walk  very  hobling,  but  it 
might  be  better  for  me.  Perhaps  it  might  proceed 
from  eating  pretty  freely  last  Night  for  Supper — on 
some  very  fine  rosted  Oysters  &c.  Mr.  Custance  made 
us  a  kind  morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  a  fresh  Tongue 
boiled  &  Potatoes  &c.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her 
Cousin  Miss  Pounsett  of  Cole  brought  by  Mr.  Cus- 
tance’s  Servant  Yesterday  from  Norwich.  She  is  not 
married  yet  but  will  very  soon  take  place. 

Janry.  13,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Something  better  this  Morning, 
very  little  Pain  in  my  foot,  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
for  me  if  my  Constitution  was  strong  enough  to  admit 
a  severer  fit  of  the  Gout,  but  my  Appetite  at  present  is 
so  exceeding  weak,  that  I  can  scarce  relish  any  food 
whatever,  particularly  Poultry,  Beef  &c.  Dinner  to  day 
boiled  Beef  and  a  rosted  Fowl.  Betty  Cary  brought 
our  Newspapers  from  Norwich  for  us. 
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Jamy.  14,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  and  his 
Brother  William  made  us  a  kind  Morning  Visit,  they 
walked  to  my  House.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church  at  the 
usual  time — half  past  2.  o’clock.  .  .  . 

Janry.  15,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  After  breakfast  I  paid  my  Servants  their  Year’s 
Wages  due  Janry.  5th.  1798  as  follows. 

To  Benj.  Leggatt,  my  farming  Man  pd.  10.  o.  o 
To  Bretingham  Scurl  my  Footman  pd.  8.  o.  o 
To  Betty  Dade,  my  House-Maid  pd.  5.  5.  o 
To  Sally  Gunton,  my  Cook  &  Dairy  Maid  pd.  5.  5.  ° 
To  Barnabas  Woodcock  my  Yard-Boy  pd.  2.  2.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Fowl  &  Pork,  &  Beef-Steaks  &c. 
To  a  poor  Man,  lately  a  Marine,  by  name  Cleveland, 
gave  1.  o.  Sally  Gunton’s  Brother,  Billy  Gunton,  a 
Grenadier  and  Corporal  in  the  Norfolk  Militia,  a  very 
fine  looking  young  Man,  called  here  in  the  Evening  to 
take  leave  of  his  Sister  to  join  his  Regiment  at  Colchester 
on  Wednesday  next  or  Thursday  without  fail  having 
been  absent  near  3.  Weeks.  I  gave  him  on  his  going 
away  o.  2.  6.  Nancy  sent  a  Letter  by  him  to  Norwich, 
to  Miss  Pounsett. 

Janry.  16,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Something  better  than  of  late — 
Appetite  somewhat  mended.  Mrs.  Custance  called 
here  this  Morning  in  her  Coach  and  took  Nancy  with 
her  into  it  and  gave  her  an  Airing,  and  returned  within 
an  Hour.  Mrs.  Custance  on  her  return  spent  near  two 
hours  with  us — but  returned  home  to  dinner.  Old 
Mr.  Risings  Son  of  Ling  called  here  this  Morning  and 
paid  me  for  his  Lather  for  Tithe  for  1797  1.  3.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  fine  Turkey  rosted  See. 

Janry.  17,  Wednesday.  .  .  . 

Paid  Sc  gave  to  my  Servant,  Ben  Leggatt  o.  6.  9 
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Paid  &  gave  to  ditto  Briton  o.  5.  8 
Paid  &  gave  to  do.  Betty  1.  4.  8-J. 

Gave  to  Sally  Gunton,  Cook,  her  Audit  Gift  of  o.  2.  6 
Gave  also  to  my  Skip-Jack,  B.  Woodcock  ditto  o.  1.  o 
Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  2.  o.  1.  Mr.  H.  Custance 
called  on  us  this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Neck  of 
Mutton  boiled  &c. 

Janry.  20,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Bidewells  People  brought  our 
Newspapers  to  day — No  Letters,  I  hope  that  I  am 
getting  rather  better — a  little  stronger  tho’  still 
amazing  weak  inwardly  &  very  much  in  walking. 

Janry.  21,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston.  Billy  Bidewell  sent  us 
this  Morning  by  his  Son  a  fine  Pike.  Gave  his  Son  John, 
for  bringing  it  o.  1 .  o.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Goose  rosted  & 
cold  boiled  Beef  &c. 

Janry.  23,  Tuesday.  ...  A  fine  clear  Morning  but  cold 
Afternoon — rather  dull.  Miss  Custance  with  her 
Sister  made  us  a  long  Morn’  Visit.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cus¬ 
tance  Sec.  were  gone  to  Norwich.  About  2.  o’clock 
Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  called  on  us  and  partook  of 
a  Family  dinner  with  us.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef 
and  a  rost  Duck  Sec.  To  Obadiah  Rayner  for  Oysters — 
three  Score— paid  him  o.  5.  6. 

Janry.  25,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Beef  Se 
Cabbage  Se  a  Couple  of  Chicken  rosted.  Am  somewhat 
better  I  hope  than  I  have  been  of  late,  Appetite  rather 
improved,  but  still  weak  very  weak  inwardly — and  also 
find  myself  rather  weaker  than  stronger  in  walking. 
My  Legs  fail  me,  I  think,  a  good  deal  of  late — so  weak. 
My  Spirits  however  (thank  God)  are  tolerably  good 
as  yet. 

Janry.  27,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Hambleton  Custance  and  his 
Brother  Willm.  called  on  us  this  Morning  and  stayed 
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near  an  Hour  with  us.  They  came  walking — eat  a  small 
Cake  apiece.  .  .  . 

Janry.  29,  Monday.  .  .  .  Dark,  dull  Morning,  very  cold 
Winds  but  no  Frost.  The  cold  Winds  affected  me  a 
good  deal  to  day  for  the  Worse.  Had  a  Pig  killed  this 
Morning,  weight  9.  Stone  7.  lb.  .  .  . 

Janry.  30,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Fair  &  fine  this  Morn’  but  very  cold  tho’  no 
Frost.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  stayed 
abt.  an  Hour.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork-Steaks  &  Fry  &c. 
Sent  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  this  Evening  abt.  40. 
dryed  Apples.  I  cannot  gain  strength,  but  if  any  thing, 
rather  getting  weaker.  It  might  be  owing  perhaps  to 
the  cold  Weather — so  bad  for  me. 

Janry.  31,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  To  James  Pegg  this  Morn’ 
paid  a  Qrs.  Land  Tax  3.  o.  o.  Ben  drove  Betty  to 
Mattishall  in  my  little  Cart  to  see  her  Parents.  Mr. 
Emeris  &  Billy  Bidewell  brought  us  a  Hare  this  Morn’. 
Dinner  to  day  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted.  & c. 

Febry.  1,  Thursday.  .  .  .  To  a  man  this  Morning  from 
Norwich  carrying  about  wire  Goods  paid  him  for  a 
Bottle-Cleaner  of  Wire  &c.  o.  o.  6.  Dinner  today,  Pork 
broiled  &c.  Betty  returned  home  this  Evening  before 
7.  o’clock. 

Febry.  3,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  to  Norwich  in  my 
old  Cart  after  many  things.  He  returned  home  about 
4.  in  the  After,  brought  a  Letter  to  Nancy  from  her 
Aunt  J5  Woodforde  announcing  the  Marriage  between 
my  Niece  Jane  Pounsett  and  the  Revd.  Frederick 
Grove  to  have  taken  place  on  Thursday  the  25th.  Day 
of  January  last  past,  at  Pitcomb  Church  in  Somersett. 
Immediately  after  the  Ceremony  they  set  off  for  Bath 
with  my  Sister  Pounsett  and  Mary  Woodforde  of 
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Taunton  who  was  bride-Maid  where  they  are  to  spend 
some  Days.  '  Mrs.  Woodforde’s  Letter  also  mentions 
that  the  Settlement  on  Jane  Pounsett  is  a  very  bad  one 
&  a  very  cunning  one  for  in  case  she  dies  without  Issue, 
every  thing  whatever  goes  to  Grove  immediately  on 
her  demise.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Pork  &c. 

Febry.  4,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston  C.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  with  their  two 
Daughters  made  us  a  Morning  Visit  after  their  return 
from  Church  and  stayed  with  us  about  half  an  Hour. 
The  young  Ladies  brought  Nancy  a  Present  of  a  paper 
Stand  for  Flowers  with  very  pretty  Devices  on  the 
Panels  drawn  by  the  young  Ladies.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Pork  &  a  nice  Hare  rosted  &c. 

Febry.  7,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Brewed  a  Barrell  of  common 
Beer  to  day.  Fair  and  fine  Weather  to  day,  but  Air 
cold  &  a  small  Frost.  Dinner  to  day  a  boiled  Rabbit  & 
Neck  of  Pork  rosted  See.  My  Appetite  very  indifferent, 
and  continue  very  weak,  I  do  not  find  that  I  get  any 
stronger  at  all,  but  (thank  God)  I  am  as  well  as  I  am. 
Lord!  make  me  thankful  for  it. 

Febry.  8,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit  as  did  Mr.  Maynard  of  Morton — no  good  News 
going.  Between  2.  and  3.  o’clock  this  Afternoon,  old 
Carpenter  of  Tuddenham  brought  me  a  Parcel  from 
Norwich  done  up  in  brown  Paper  &  sealed  directed  to 
me  for  which  I  paid  him  o.  3.  o.  It  proved  to  be  a 
Parcel  for  Nancy,  of  a  Piece  of  Muslin  for  a  Gown  for 
Nancy  of  Muslin  &  other  things  from  Bath  from  her 
Cousin  (late  Miss  Pounsett  but  now  Mrs.  Grove)  who 
went  there  immediately  after  being  married.  A  very 
handsome  Present  I  think  it  was  of  her.  Dinner  to  day, 
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boiled  Pork  &  a  small  Turkey  rosted  &c.  I  am  very 
poorly  indeed,  scarce  any  Appetite  whatever.  I  seem 
to  have  no  inclination  whatever  to  any  kind  of  Meat. 
I  continue  very  weak  &  must  expect  e’er  long  to  be 
more  so.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  &  a  small  Turkey 
rosted  See. 

Feby.  n,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Very  poorly  indeed  to  day,  very  little  relish  for 
any  food.  Dinner  to  day,  a  very  fine  Turkey  rosted, 
but  my  Appetite  so  bad  &  not  fond  of  it,  that  I  could 
not  relish  one  bit  of  it.  I  only  eat  one  small  bit  of  it 
and  that  with  difficulty.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston  Ch.  Very  fine  Weather 
indeed  for  the  Season — Barometer  very  high.  Thermo¬ 
meter  still  higher,  up  to  30  and  had  been  for  some  days 
— Vegetation  very  forward. 

Febry.  12,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  unwell,  tho’  not  very  bad,  Appetite  still 
bad,  having  no  kind  of  relish  for  any  solid  Food  what¬ 
ever.  My  Spirits  however,  are  I  thank  God!  tolerably 
good.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Pike  &  Neck  of  Pork 
boiled  also.  Washing  Week — and  a  fine  day  indeed  for 
it.  Both  Thermometer  &  Barometer  remarkably  high 
for  this  time  of  the  year.  Thermometer  in  our  keeping 
Parlour  or  Study  up  to  70.  Barometer  up  to  30. 

Febry.  13,  Tuesday.  ...  I  still  remain  very  unwell  and 
very  little  Appetite.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  stayed  with  us 
about  half  an  Hour.  To  Obadiah  Rayner  for  Oysters 
&c.  pd.  o.  5.6.  Dinner  to  day  a  boiled  Fowl  &  Pork  & 
beef  Steaks  &c.  N.B.  little  or  no  fish  any  more  from 
Rayner  as  I  think  he  imposed  on  me  very  much  this 
day,  charging  me  2.  Shillings  a  Score  for  Oysters,  and 
for  3.  Haddocks  2 s/6d. 
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Febry.  14,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  This  being  Valentine’s  Day, 
gave  to  Children  in  my  Parish  under  the  Age  of  14  one 
penny  each  o.  7.  6.  Made  Nancy  this  Morning  a  Pre¬ 
sent  of  10.  o.  o.  Old  Robertson,  the  Apparitor,  brought 
a  form  of  Prayer  for  a  general  Fast  to  be  observed  on 
Wednesday  the  7th.  of  March  next  in  all  Churches  & 
Chapels.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Haddocks  &  cold  Beef 
Steaks  &c.  Still  weak  and  poorly.  Appetite  still  very 
bad. 

Febry.  16,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  John  Reeve  for  2.  doz.  of  Port  Wine 
3.  6.  o.  13.  Quart  Bottles  to  the  Dozen — an  amazing 
Price  indeed,  33s/od  per  Dozen.1  In  the  Year  1774  we 
had  Port  Wine  at  New-College  at  is/6d  per  Qt.  Bottle. 
A  Pipe  of  Wine  then  to  be  had  at  about  .£30.  pr.  Pipe. 
Now  it  cannot  be  had  under  near  £ 70 .  Dinner  to  day 
boiled  Pork  &  a  rost  Rabbit  See. 

Febry.  17,  Saturday.  ...  I  continue  still  very  weak,  can¬ 
not  gain  Strength.  Had  2.  dozen  Qrt.  Bottles  (13.  to 
the  doz.)  of  Port-Wine  from  Johnny  Reeves  this  Morn¬ 
ing,  brought  by  himself  and  for  which  I  owe  him  at 
present.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Pork  boiled  &  Peas 
Pudding  &c.  News-papers  brought  by  Bidewells 
People. 

Febry.  18,  Sunday.  .  .  .  There  was  no  Service  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston  Church — Mr.  Cotman  not  coming 
which  is  not  pleasing  (at  all)  to  me.  Miss  Woodforde 
had  a  Letter  this  Morning  from  Mrs.  Grove  by  one  of 
the  Morton  Carriers — dated  8th.  Instant.  Dinner  to 
day,  a  Turkey  rosted  & c. 

Febry.  19,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 

1  In  1795  and  179 6  Pitt  more  than  doubled  the  wine  duties,  so  that  the 
increased  price  is  easily  accounted  for.  (See  Dowell’s  History  of  Taxation, 
vol.  iv,  pp.  129-30.) 
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home.  Paid  Briton  this  Morning  for  divers  things 
i.  II.  o.  Paid  Betty  ditto  for  ditto  o.  19.  6.  Reed,  of 
Betty  for  Butter  sold  1.  18.  9J.  Michael  Andrew’s 
Wife  called  on  me  this  Morning  upon  Mrs.  Mann’s 
Account  she  being  dangerously  ill  and  informed  me 
that  she  was  desirous  of  having  the  Sacrament  ad¬ 
ministered  to  her  on  Wednesday  next.  I  sent  to  Mr. 
Maynard  directly  to  desire  him  to  do  it.  A  more 
officious,  busy-bodied,  Woman  in  all  Cases  relating  to 
other  People’s  Concerns  I  know  not.  More  particu¬ 
larly  when  ill — a  true  Jobish  Friend.  Dinner  to  day, 
fryed  Pork  &  Potatoes  &c.  Sent  Mrs.  Mann  to  day,  she 
having  Company  at  her  house  a  Couple  of  ready  trussed 
Chicken,  a  nice  Duck  and  three  Mince  Pies — by  my 
Maid  Betty.  Poor  Woman  she  now  keeps  her  bed  I  am 
afraid  she  cannot  last  long.  The  only  Company  I  hear 
that  is  at  Mrs.  Manns  is  only  Johnny  Rose’s  Wife,  late 
Miss  Temple,  whose  Father  marry’d  Johnny  Rose’s 
Mother  who  formerly  lived  here. 

Febry.  21,  Ash-Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  dined  & 
spent  the  Afternoon  with  us,  he  administered  the 
Sacrament  this  Morning  to  poor  Mrs.  Mann  of  my 
Parish  who  is  now  very  dangerously  ill  and  keeps  her 
Bed.  Mrs.  Mann  has  been  in  a  declining  state  ever 
since  the  Death  of  her  late  Husband,  having  lived  so 
happy  together.  Pray  God!  comfort  and  assist  her  in 
her  present  distress.  She  keeps  her  bed,  is  exceeding 
weak,  very  much  emaciated  and  at  times  much  de¬ 
ranged  in  mind.  Dinner  to  day,  Salt-fish,  a  Turkey 
rosted  &  fritters.  Mr.  Maynard  left  us  soon  after  Tea 
this  Evening. 

Febry.  22,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  He  was  going  to  Sr.  John 
Lombe’s  to  Dinner.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Neck  of 
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Mutton  &c.  Briton  was  at  Reepham  to  see  his  Friends 
all  the  Morning. 

Feb.  24,  Saturday.  I  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  breakfasted,  supped  &c.  again  at  home. 
Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Sister  Lady  Bacon  called  on  us 
this  Morning  and  stayed  with  us  about  half  an  Flour, 
they  took  Miss  Woodforde  with  them  to  Weston  House 
to  dinner.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
with  3.  Coomb  of  Wheat  and  5.  Coomb  of  grey  Peas  to 
Mr.  Bloome.  He  returned  about  5.  o’clock  this  After¬ 
noon,  brought  me  a  Note  with  the  Price  of  the  Grain 
but  no  Cash.  Wheat  at  2is/od.  Grey  Peas  at  iy/od. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  &  Greens  &c. 

Febry.  25,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston  Ch.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
boiled  Calfs-Head  and  a  Hare  rosted  &c.  Poor  Mrs. 
Mann  prayed  for  at  Church  to  day — very  bad  indeed. 
She  has  not  been  well  since  the  death  of  her  Husband. 

Febry.  27,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  &  his  Son  Willm. 
with  Sr.  Edmund  Bacon  and  eldest  Son  Edmund,  made 
us  a  Morning  Visit.  Young  Bacon  came  in  his  military 
uniform  being  in  the  Norfolk  Militia  and  a  Lieutenant 
in  Lord  Woodhouse’s  Div.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of 
Veal  rosted  &c.  Sr.  Edmd.  Bacon  looked  remarkably 
well,  and  I  believe  a  better  kind  of  Man,  more  open, 
more  generous  or  more  charitable — Lady  Bacon  the 
same  in  every  respect — they  are  worthy  People  & 
worthy  of  Praise  from  every  one. 

Febry.  28,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Hambleton  Custance  made 
us  a  short  Morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  Knuckle  of 
Veal  boiled  &  Pork  & c.  My  poor  Dog  Rover,  a  Most 
sagacious  &  sensible  Dog  as  I  ever  had,  was  found  dead 
this  Morning  near  his  kennel,  supposed  to  be  poisoned, 
as  at  this  time  of  the  Year,  Farmers  lay  Poison,  on 
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Account  of  their  Lambs.  It  vexed  me  much,  he  being 
a  favourite  of  my  Dairy  Maid,  Sally  Gunton,  she  could 
not  help  crying  for  him — she  was  very  fond  of  him.  He 
was  as  sensible  a  Dog  if  not  more  so,  than  I  ever  had. 

March  i,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  poorly  and  weak  to  day,  no 
Appetite  at  all,  scarce.  Dinner  to  day  hashed  calfs- 
Head  &c.  Hambleton  Custance  drank  Tea  with  us 
this  Afternoon  and  stayed  till  near  8.  o’clock. 

March  2,  Friday.  .  .  .  Very  weak  indeed,  weaker  & 
weaker  daily.  No  Appetite  at  all.  Dinner  to  day, 
Souce  fryed  &  a  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

March  3,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Being  a  very  fine,  mild  Morning,  I  was  in  my 
Garden  giving  orders  respecting  the  pruning  my  Apple- 
Trees  rather  too  long,  being  so  long  on  my  feet  in  my 
weak  State  of  Health— No  Appetite  whatever  for 
dinner.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  &  Greens  &  a  Co.  of 
boiled  Rabbits.  Betty  Cary  brought  our  Newspapers 
to  day,  but  rather  later.  Began  taking  in  Grose’s 
Antiquities  of  England  in  Numbers  Weekly  at  is/od 
each,  to  be  completed  in  40.  The  first  No.  we  received 
this  Evening  &  promises  fairly.1 

March  4,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston  C.  and  likewise  gave 
notice  of  a  public  Fast-Day  on  Wednesday  next  to  be 
observed  in  all  Churches  &c.  Mr.  Custance  with  his 
eldest  Son  and  two  Daughters  called  on  us  after  Divine 
Service  this  Morning — they  came  walking  being  a  fine 
&  pleasant  Day.  I  was  very  poorly  indeed  all  the  Day, 

1  Francis  Grose  (1731-91),  antiquary  and  artist,  published  his  first 
number  of  the  Antiquities  of  England  and  TV  ales  in  1773,  and  completed 
the  work  in  1787.  A  new  edition  in  8  vols.  appeared  in  1797.  His  literary 
output  was  large  and  diverse.  ‘Grose  has  been  described’,  says  the  author 
of  the  notice  of  him  in  the  D.N.B.,  ‘as  a  sort  of  antiquarian  Falstaff.’  He 
was  a  friend  of  Burns,  who  wrote  some  verses  about  him. 
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very  weak  with  little  or  no  Appetite  whatever  and  very 
poor  Spirits.  Dinner  to  day,  Bullocks  Cheek  stewed 
and  Soup  See.  I  was  very  poorly  last  Night — went  to 
bed  first. 

March  6,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Aldridge  called  here  this  Morning 
with  Cotton  &c.  Goods.  I  bought  of  him,  six  Yards  of 
Callico,  for  a  lining  to  a  Cotton  Gown  at  is/3d,  per 
Yard  for  which  I  paid  him  J.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck 
of  Pork  rosted  &c.  Very  poorly  again  to  day,  Piles  still 
continue,  Spirits  better  owing  I  suppose  to  the  above 
continuing  on  me.  I  eat  a  little  rost  Pork  to  day  for 
Dinner  but  very  trifling.  Weather  very  fine  (thank 
God)  for  the  Season,  and  has  been  remarkably  mild  the 
last  five  Months.  Very  little  severe  Weather  the  Whole 
Winter  as  yet. 

March  7,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  This  Day  being  a  Fast-Day,  appointed  by 
his  Majesty,  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  at  Weston 
Church  this  Morning,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  &  Family 
were  at  Church.  Miss  Woodforde  also  was  at  Church 
this  Morning.  A  very  fine  Day  indeed  it  was — quite 
pleasant.  Very  poorly  &  weak  indeed  to  day,  eat  little 
at  all  to  day.  The  bleeding  Piles  still  continue  on  me. 
Spirits  very  low,  very  nervous  indeed  to  day.  Dinner 
Salt-Fish  &  Eggs  and  Apple-Fritters  &c. 

March  8,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  made  us  a  short  Morning  Visit — Mr.  Cus¬ 
tance  was  gone  to  Norwich.  I  feel  better  to  day,  than 
for  Many  lately,  tho’  the  Piles  still  continue  on  me, 
rather  more  strong  than  weaker.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers  &c.  and  I  made  a  better 
dinner  to  day  than  of  many  lately.  Brewed  a  Barrell  of 
common  Beer  to  day. 

March  9,  Friday.  .  .  .  Pretty  well  again  this  Morn’  when 
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I  got  up  but  still  very  weak  indeed,  very  soon  tired 
after  walking  only  a  short  time.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Piece 
of  rost  Beef,  of  which  I  eat  more  than  I  thought  I 
should,  and  rather  relished  it.  The  bleeding  Piles  still 
continue  on  me. 

March  io,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Better  and  stronger  I  think  my¬ 
self  to  day  than  of  late.  Eat  more  a  great  deal  more  for 
dinner  to  day  than  of  late.  Dinner  to  day  a  Shoulder 
of  Mutton  rosted  & c.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  n.  Comb  of  Barley  to  Bloomes  for 
which  I  reed,  in  Cash  6.  i.  o  at  iis/od  per  Coomb, 
which  I  think  a  very  fair  Price.  Ben  returned  soon  after 
4.  o’clock  this  Afternoon.  He  brought  our  News¬ 
papers  but  no  Letters  whatever.  Little  or  no  News 
whatever  at  present  stirring. 

March  1 1,  Sunday.  . . .  Very  cold  to  day  with  some  Snow 
but  not  much.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Aft.  at  Weston  Church.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Loin 
of  Veal  rosted  &c.  I  flatter  myself  that  I  am  getting 
rather  better,  my  Appetite  better — made  a  very  good 
Dinner  on  the  Veal  to  day,  much  better  than  for 
weeks  past. 

March  12,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit,  as  did  Mr.  Custance,  soon  after  Mr.  May¬ 
nard  was  gone.  It  being  a  fine  Day  tho’  cold,  being  a 
smart  Frost  last  Night,  I  was  most  of  the  Morning  in 
my  little  Orchard,  seeing  my  Apple-Trees  pruned,  the 
last  time  this  Season.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  I  saw 
this  Morning,  whilst  I  was  in  my  Garden,  did  not 
know  him  at  first,  being  at  some  distance  and  upon 
a  strange  Horse,  I  went  &  spoke  to  him  &  desired  him 
to  come  in,  but  as  he  was  going  to  Sr.  John  Lombe’s, 
he  could  not.  Dinner  to  day,  some  Skaite  boiled,  and 
a  rost  Fowl  &c.  Thank  God!  found  myself  rather 
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better  to  day,  and  I  hope  somewhat  stronger,  Appetite 
better,  but  still  very  weak. 

March  13,  Tuesday.  ...  I  made  a  very  good  dinner  to 
day  considering  my  State.  Poor  Mrs.  Mann,  is  very 
near  departing  this  Life,  being  scarce  able  to  move  or 
eat  any  thing  whatever,  she  is  reduced  (I  hear)  almost 
to  nothing — yet  has  her  Senses.  Pray  God!  give  her 
an  easy  transition  from  this  world  to  one  more  happy 
and  eternal.  She  died  this  Aft. 

March  14,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Rather  better  to  day  &  stronger  I  think  than 
of  late,  my  Appetite  somewhat  better,  but  still  remain 
very  weak.  Mr.  Mellish  made  us  a  Morning  Visit — 
looked  at  my  Roller.  Dinner  to  day,  odds  and  ends  & c. 
Js.  Pegg  called  on  me  this  Morning  and  left  me  an 
account  of  the  new  additional  Taxes  per  annum  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  old,  which  amount  to  my  Share  25.  5.  6. 
Very  heavy  indeed  are  the  new  Taxes  on  the  Clergy  in 
short.  How  the  new  taxes  will  go  down  with  the  People 
in  general  I  know  not,  I  hope  they  will  not  create  more 
new  Taxes  after  these,  tho’  at  present  are  talked  of.1 

March  15,  Thursday.  ...  I  feel  myself  rather  stronger  to 
day  I  think  than  of  late.  My  Appetite  a  little  better 
for  a  few  days  past.  Paid  John  Reeve  of  the  Heart-Inn 
for  Wine  &c.  this  Morning  at  my  House  a  Bill  of 
4.  18.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  hashed  Calfs  Head  & c.  Large 
Limbs  of  Trees  in  my  Garden  adjoining  to  Clarke’s 
Garden  have  been  very  lately  taken  down  &  carried  off. 

March  16,  Friday.  ...  I  found  out  this  Morning  by 
Clarke’s  Wife  who  it  was  that  cut  my  Trees  in  the 
Garden,  she  told  me  it  was  her  Husband,  and  hoped 
that  I  would  not  be  angry  at  it.  I  told  her  that  so  far 

1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  Dec.  3  preceding  and  for  April  24  succeed- 
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from  it,  that  I  should  have  him  before  Mr.  Custance  as 
a  Magistrate,  and  likewise  forbid  her  or  any  of  her 
Family  coming  into  my  Yard  after  Water.  It  is  most 
ungrateful  indeed  in  him  after  receiving  so  many 
favours  and  for  so  many  Years  together.  Dinner  to 
day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 

March  17,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Poor  Mrs.  Mann  was  buried 
this  Morning  in  Weston-Church  by  Mr.  Maynard  of 
Attlebridge  at  about  eleven  o’clock.  She  was  67  Years 
of  Age.  It  was  an  handsome  Funeral  and  many  People 
at  it.  A  Hearse  &  Mourning  Coach  on  the  Occasion. 
She  was  much  liked  by  the  Poor.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Pork  &  Greens  &  a  rost  Duck  &c.  Bidewells 
People  brought  our  Newspapers  to  day,  No  Letters. 
Thunder  this  Afternoon  about  5.  o’clock  from  the 
North  tho’  very  cold  indeed  all  the  Day  and  some 
Hail. 

March  18,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston  C.  Mr.  Cotman  called 
on  me  before  he  went  to  Church.  Miss  Woodforde 
walked  to  Church  being  dry  &  good  walking.  Mrs. 
Custance  brought  her  home  in  her  Coach,  and  she 
with  her  two  Daughters  &  Son  Willm.  spent  near 
an  Hour  with  us.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a 
Turkey  rosted  &c.  Betty’s  Father  here  to  day  &  dined 
with  our  Servants.  Young  Mr.  John  Mann  sent  me  to 
day,  a  black-silk  Hatband  and  a  pair  of  beaver  Gloves 
for  poor  Mrs.  Mann. 

March  19,  Monday.  .  .  .  John  Clarke  called  on  me  this 
Morning  and  hoped  that  I  would  not  proceed  against 
him  for  cutting  my  Wood,  that  he  never  would  do  so 
again  nor  let  any  of  his  Family.  I  so  far  forgave  him, 
that  if  neither  himself  or  any  of  his  Family  were  guilty 
any  more  of  stealing  Wood  from  me  that  I  would  then 
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take  [no]  notice  of  what  he  has  already  done.  Washing 
Week.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &  a  Skimmer  Cake. 

March  23,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Thorne  called  on  us  to  day 
and  partook  of  a  family  Dinner  but  did  not  stay  to  Tea 
in  the  Evening.  I  paid  the  Doctor  a  long  Bill  of 
20.  17.  o — for  my  Niece,  for  myself,  and  Servants  from 
Janry.  1797.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Fowl  with  Pork  & 
Greens,  cold  rost  Beef,  Norfolk  Dumplins  & c.  I  made 
a  very  hearty  Dinner  to  day  on  cold  rost  Beef  & c. 

March  24,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Bidewells  People  brought  our 
Newspapers  and  a  Letter  from  my  Brother  John  con¬ 
cerning  my  Sister  Clarke.  No  other  News  whatever 
from  Somersett  or  elsewhere. 

March  25,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  & 
Cucumber  &c.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Aft.  at  Weston  C.  I  hope  that  my  strength  is 
returning  in  some  degree,  my  Appetite  much  better 
within  these  few  Days — made  a  very  great  Dinner  to 
day  on  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  &c.  Am  rather  afraid  I 
eat  too  much  to  day  for  Dinner. 

March  26,  Monday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  I  found  myself 
rather  stronger  &  better  to  day.  Was  out  in  my  garden 
almost  the  whole  Morning.  Took  a  little  Rhubarb  last 
Night  before  I  went  to  bed.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Veal  &  Pork  &  Greens  &c. 

March  27,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Gave  my  Maid,  Sally  Gunton, 
for  sitting  up  with  me  when  ill,  2.  Yards  of  black  Silk, 
being  a  hat-band  sent  me  by  John  Mann  on  the  Death 
of  his  Mother.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  & c. 
Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  this 
Evening. 

March  28,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  made  us  a  Morning  Visit  and  stayed  with  us 

107 


1798 

about  2.  Hours. — they  brought  their  Work  with  them. 
It  was  very  friendly  indeed  of  them.  Mr.  Custance 
made  us  also  a  Visit  on  foot  about  half  an  Hour  before 
they  went  and  he  returned  with  them  in  the  Coach. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Leg  of  Pork  boiled  &  a  Peas  Pudding 
&c.  I  made  a  very  hearty  Dinner  to  day  indeed,  not  too 
great  I  hope.  I  find  myself  very  weak  indeed,  much 
weaker  than  usual  owing  I  apprehend  to  a  late  great 
failure  of  Appetite,  but  I  hope,  as  that  is  in  a  great 
measure  restored,  hope  that  I  shall  soon  get  more 
Strength.  At  present  very  tottering.  Miss  Woodforde’s 
new  Patch-Work  very  much  admired.  Mrs.  Custance 
brought  us  a  small  Pike  and  a  Cucumber. 

March  29,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Had  a  Letter  from  the  Official 
Mr.  Baker  of  Norwich  respecting  a  fee  of  6/8  respecting 
the  late  Mr.  Pounsetts  Will  in  Somersett — but  for  what 
I  know  not  .  .  . 

March  31,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  with 
ten  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome’s  at  Norwich.  He 
returned  about  5.  o’clock  in  the  Afternoon.  By  him 
reed,  a  Note  from  Bloome  for  my  Barley,  but  no  Cash, 
at  1 2s/od  per  Coomb.  6.  o.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of 
Mutton  rosted  & c.  Very  cold,  winterly  Weather  with 
Snow  and  cold  N.  Wind.  I  am  very  weak  indeed  rather 
weaker  than  usual  tho’  my  Appetite  of  late  is  much 
better — God  help  me. 

April  1,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morn’  at  Weston  C.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  called 
on  us  this  Morning  after  Divine  Service  and  spent  near 
an  Hour  with  us.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted 
&c.  Very  cold  indeed  to  day  &  severe  Frost — very  un¬ 
usual.  By  the  publick  Papers,  every  thing  in  them 
appears  very  distressing  &  alarming.  French  Invasion 
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daily  expected.1  Made  a  very  good  dinner  to  day,  but 
cannot  gain  Strength. 

April  4,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Wind  to  day  in  the  WSW 
which  obliged  us  to  remove  from  the  Study  to  the 
Parlour  in  the  evening.  It  did  not  smoke  however  near 
so  much  when  the  Cellar  Door  was  open  and  every 

1  The  entries  for  this  date,  for  April  12,  23,  25,  26,  and  27  bring  out 
vividly  how  deep  was  the  anxiety  in  England  in  the  spring  of  1798. 
Preparations  for  an  invasion  were  being  pushed  on  with  great  activity  in 
France,  and  an  English  spy  met  Bonaparte  between  Furnes  and  Dunkirk 
on  Feb.  13  ‘going  to  Ostend  to  inspect  the  port,  and  make  contracts  for 
building  fiat-bottom  boats  for  the  descent’.  Though  the  Directory  had 
for  the  moment  abandoned  the  idea  of  an  immediate  invasion  of  England, 
and  were  preparing  for  Bonaparte’s  expedition  to  Egypt,  they  never  lost 
sight  of  the  original  plan  and,  in  fact,  an  attempt  on  Ireland  was  made 
later  in  the  year.  Moreover,  the  English  Ministry  were  quite  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  intention  of  the  French  preparations  at  Toulon  right  up  to  the  date 
of  Bonaparte’s  departure  with  his  armament  for  Egypt  on  May  19,  and  it 
was  supposed  that  either  England  or  Ireland  was  the  real  objective. 
Accordingly  Pitt  and  his  colleagues  pushed  on  vigorously  with  schemes  of 
national  defence.  On  April  5  an  Act  was  passed  ‘to  enable  His  Majesty 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  Realm 
during  the  present  War’  (38  Geo.  Ill,  c.  27).  The  object  of  the  Act  was  to 
facilitate  the  raising  of  volunteer  associations  and  companies,  the  removal 
of  the  infirm  in  case  of  danger,  the  utilization  of  all  forms  of  transport, 
and  the  destruction  of  any  material  in  case  of  emergency  which  might  be 
useful  to  the  enemy.  A  return  of  all  persons  between  the  ages  of  1 5  and  60 
was  to  be  made,  and  a  sort  of  census  of  all  available  resources  taken.  Parson 
Woodforde’s  fears  of  the  disaffected  (April  23)  were  not  absent  from  the 
minds  of  the  Ministers,  but  as  Dundas  pointed  out  in  the  House  on  May  6, 
the  risk  of  giving  arms  to  such  persons  was  nothing  to  the  risk  if  an  invasion 
took  place  and  no  means  of  defence  were  available.  Actually  the  spirit  of 
loyalty  left  little  to  be  desired.  Funds  poured  in  by  subscription,  volunteer 
companies  donning  a  vast  variety  of  brilliant  uniforms  were  raised,  and, 
among  numberless  cartoons  of  all  sorts  and  kinds,  John  Bull  was  depicted, 
fat  and  martial,  eyeing  a  thin  and  tattered  French  soldier  and  muttering 
‘I  declare  it  would  be  a  charity  to  give  the  poor  fellow  a  meal  before  I 
fight  him’,  while  the  Frenchman  with  chattering  teeth  says,  ‘Begar  me  no 
like  de  look  of  dat  Jean  Bool’.  (See  Wheeler  and  Broadley’s  Napoleon  and 
the  Invasion  of  England,  vol.  i,  the  Act  Geo.  Ill,  c.  27,  and  Holland  Rose’s 
William  Pitt  and  the  Great  War,  passim.) 
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other  Door  above  and  below,  were  shut,  except  the 
Study  Door.  We  however  got  into  the  Parlour  at  Tea 
&  there  bid.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  & 
Cucumber  &c. 

April  5,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit;  he  having  been  lately  at  Norwich,  and  paying 
for  me  to  the  Official  Mr.  Baker  there,  a  fee  for  what 
I  know  it  [not  ?]  respecting  the  late  Mr.  Pounsetts  Will 
in  Somersett  the  Sum  of  o.  6.  8.  Which  Sum  I  repaid 
him  with  thanks  for  the  same.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Bullock’s  Tongue  boiled  &  Potatoes.  Mr.  Hambleton 
Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening. 

April  6,  Good-Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
at  home.  My  Parishioners  were  much  disappointed  in 
not  having  Divine  Service  this  Morning  at  Church  as 
usual  on  G.  Friday.  Mr.  Cotman  promised  me  that  he 
would  attend  this  Day  and  declared  the  same  last 
Sunday  at  Church.  Mr.  Custance  with  most  of  the 
Family  with  a  great  many  of  my  Parishioners  were  at 
Church,  and  much  displeased.  It  vexed  me  a  great  deal, 
as  I  told  him  of  having  Divine  Service  in  the  Morning 
of  Good-Friday  as  usual  on  this  Day.  It  hurt  me  very 
much  to  hear  of  it  in  my  Weak  State.  Young  Mr.  Gir¬ 
ling  brought  us  a  small  Pike  this  Morning.  Dinner  to 
day,  Salt  Fish,  Eggs,  &  Fritters  See.  Between  one  thing 
and  another  was  made  very  uneasy. 

April  7,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Billy  Bidewells  People  brought 
our  Newspapers  to  day.  I  was  quite  ill  &  weak  to  day, 
being  much  vexed  on  there  being  no  Duty  at  Weston  - 
Church  Yesterday.  Dinner  to  day,  a  rosted  Pike  &  a 
Beef  Steak  Pye  &c. 

April  8,  Easter-Day.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  administered  the 
Holy-Sacrament  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church  be- 
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ing  Easter-Day.  Neither  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Custance  at 
Church  to  day  being  I  apprehend  much  disobliged  in 
not  having  Divine  Service  at  Church  on  Good-Friday 
as  usual.  I  sent  a  Note  to  Mr.  Cotman  this  Morning  on 
that  Account.  Dinner  to  day  a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 
I  was  quite  ill  and  weak  to  day,  being  very  uneasy.  My 
Clerk  (Tom  Thurston)  dined  with  our  Folks  in  Kitchen. 
Very  uneasy,  very  weak,  and  very  unwell  indeed.  One 
thing  and  another  made  me  quite  miserable. 

April  9,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  They  came  walk¬ 
ing,  and  we  met  them  as  we  were  walking  into  Weston- 
Field.  I  was  rather  hurried  on  meeting  them  all  at 
once.  They  spent  an  Hour  with  us,  eat  some  Cake  & 
drank  Mead.  Paid  my  Butcher,  Willm.  Stoughton, 
for  Meat,  from  Decbr.  7,  1797  to  April  9th.  1 798, 
12.  9.  o.  ReCd.  of  him  for  2.  Piggs  at  12/0  each  1.  4.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Reed, 
another  Packet  of  Writings  from  Somersett  respecting 
the  late  Mr.  Pounsetts  Will  for  me  to  sign  concerning 
more  Land  to  be  sold  as  represented  by  Mr.  John 
Foukes — Mr.  Custance’s  Servant,  Downing,  brought 
them.  The  Postage  of  them  amounted  to  4/6.  To  my 
Clerk  (Tom  Thurston)  his  Easter-Gift  of  o.  2.  6. 

April  10,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Something  better  to  day,  but 
rather  weaker  than  stronger.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a 
Cucumber  &  some  Coliflowers.  Dinner  to  day,  a  fryed 
Pike  and  a  Bullocks  Heart  rosted. 

April  12,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Ham.  Custance  called  on  us 
this  Morning.  Bottled  off  my  last  Mead  this  Morning, 
it  filled  twenty  six  Quart-Bottles — not  so  clear  as  I 
could  wish.  We  were  rather  too  late  this  Year  in 
bottling  it  off.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Pork  rosted,  &c. 
By  the  publick  Papers  every  thing  appears  on  them 
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most  alarming  not  only  respecting  Great  Briton  but 
every  other  State  in  Europe,  and  beyond  it — Oh 
Tempora  oh  Mores.  I  hope  my  Strength  is  increasing 
as  I  feel  better  to  day. 

April  13,  Friday.  ...  We  walked  up  to  Cary’s  this 
Morning  and  during  our  being  out  Mr.  Custance  came 
to  the  Parsonage  and  finding  us  not  at  home  returned 
to  Weston  House.  Mr.  Buck  Senr.  sent  us  some  Smelts 
and  a  fine  Lobster  this  Afternoon  by  his  Daughter  in 
Law — Lizzy  Bowles.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas-Soup  and 
a  Piece  of  boiled  Beef  &c. 

April  14,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Nor¬ 
wich  with  7.  Coomb  of  Barley.  By  him  also  sent  a 
Letter  to  my  Brother  in  answer  to  his  last.  Betty  Cary 
and  my  Servant  Maid  Sally  Gunton  went  with  him. 
Had  a  dozen  Bottles  of  Port  Wine  13.  to  the  Dozen 
from  J5  Reeve  at  the  Heart  this  Morning.  I  did  not 
pay  for  it.  Ben  returned  home  with  Sally  about  6. 
o’clock  this  Aft.  He  brought  me  Cash  for  my  Barley  at 
1 2s/od.  4.  4.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas  Soup,  fryed  Smelts 
&  a  Lobster.  Sent  by  Ben  also  this  Morning,  a  Paper 
Parcel  of  Writings  to  Mr.  Fooks  Attorney  at  Shepton- 
Mallett  Somersett  to  be  sent  by  the  Mail  Coach  this 
Day  from  Norwich.  I  told  him  to  have  it  entered  in 
the  Mail-Coach  book. 

April  15,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  He  called  on  us  before 
he  went  to  Church,  but  my  being  above  Stairs  at  the 
time  in  dressing,  could  not  give  him  a  Meeting.  He 
came  to  apologize  for  his  not  being  at  Church  on  Good- 
Friday.  I  find  myself  rather  stronger,  but  still  weak, 
the  Piles  still  continuing  on  me.  Appetite  much  better 
indeed.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 
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Nancy  &  self  walking  in  the  Garden  this  Afternoon 
saw  a  Swallow  for  the  first  time  this  Season. 

April  1 6,  Monday.  .  .  .  My  oldest  Sow  had  16.  young 
Piggs  this  Morning.  .  .  . 

April  17,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  youngest  Sow,  had  11.  young 
Pigs.  My  Cow  Polly  had  a  Bull-Calf.  To  John  Mann 
this  Morning  paid  1.  10.  5f.  being  a  Poor  Rate  at  nd 
in  the  Pound  from  Michaelmas  last  past  to  Lady  Day 
last  at  33.  5.  o.  per  Annum.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Beef  &c.  Mr.  Custance  with  his  eldest  Son  called  on  us 
this  Even’  &  drank  Tea  with  us.  Mrs.  C.  and  Daughters 
gone  to  Sr.  Ed.  Bacons. 

April  19,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Beef  & 
Potatoes  & c.  Reed,  this  Evening  from  Mr.  Webb  of 
London  a  fine  fore  Qr.  of  Lamb,  but  having  been  up¬ 
wards  of  a  Week  in  reaching  us  it  was  good  for  nothing 
— a  great  pity  indeed.  He  likewise  sent  us  a  Couple 
Doz.  of  sweet  Oranges.  Bidewells  People  brought  us 
the  above  & c.  Had  a  Note  from  Mr.  Webb  inclosed  in 
the  above. 

April  20,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  The  Lamb  which  I  mentioned  Yesterday  was 
wrong.  I  forgot  the  Day  being  much  indisposed,  and 
when  I  shall  [be]  better  God  only  knows — I  am  very 
weak  indeed. 

[The  next  two  entries,  in  an  unusually  shaky  hand, 
indicate  how  unwell  Parson  Woodforde  was,  but  they 
contain  nothing  worthy  of  record.] 

April  23,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Washing  Week — Richmond  &  Downing, 
Washers.  Very  fine  Weather  indeed  to  day.  A  great 
Meeting  at  Reepham  to  day,  respecting  all  People  arm¬ 
ing  themselves  &c.  against  an  Invasion  of  this  Country 
from  the  French  & c.  which  is  much  talked  of  at  present 
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by  all  kinds  of  People  especially  the  poor.  Pray  God 
preserve  us  from  our  private  Enemies  at  home.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  The  Apparitors  Son 
called  on  me  this  Morning  to  let  me  know  that  Arch- 
Deacons  Visitation  will  be  held  at  Reepham  on  Friday 
the  nth.  of  May  next.  His  old  Father  is  still  alive  but 
now  too  old  to  do  it.  The  Son  had  both  Victuals  and 
drink. 

April  24,  Tuesday.  .  .  . 

Paid  Js.  Pegg,  this  Morning,  for  old  Taxes  8.  17.  3V 
Ditto — do — for  Clock  &  Watches  1.  n.  0-J.1 
Do.  new  assessed  Taxes  4.  4.  3. 

Do. — Cavalry  1.  o.  9. 2 

In  all  paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morning  15.  19.  4. 

Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  made  us  a  long  Morn’ 
Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
Very  fine,  pleasant  and  agreeable  Weather  all  the  Day. 
The  present  Taxes  are  beyond  any  thing  distressing. 

April  25,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  walked  to  Betty  Cary’s  this  Morning  by 
myself  and  at  her  shop  for  half  a  Pd.  of  Tobacco  paid 
her  o.  2.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Knuckle  of  Veal  boiled  & 
Bacon  &c.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  with  their  two 
Daughters  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening,  They  came 

1  Pitt  taxed  clocks  and  watches  in  1797  by  the  Act  37  Geo.  Ill,  c.  108. 
Clocks  paid  5 s.  each,  and  watches  ion  and  2s.  6d.  according  as  they  were 
gold  or  silver.  The  tax  was  a  disastrous  failure:  its  yield  was  far  less  than 
expected,  and  it  nearly  ruined  the  manufacturers,  causing  widespread  un¬ 
employment.  Accordingly  it  was  speedily  repealed  in  April,  1798  by  38 
Geo.  Ill,  c.  40.  Parson  Woodforde  is  paying  retrospectively.  (See 
Dowell’s  History  of  Taxation,  vol.  iii,  pp.  273-5.) 

2  By  37  Geo.  Ill,  c.  6,  passed  on  Nov.  II,  1796,  ‘a  provisional  Force  of 
Cavalry  to  be  embodied,  in  case  of  necessity,  for  the  defence  of  these 
kingdoms’  was  to  be  raised.  Persons  already  charged  to  the  duties  on 
horses  (see  vol.  ii,  p.  208  foot-note)  were  to  be  further  assessed  so  as  to 
provide  for  expenses  incurred  under  this  Act  (see  ss.  39  and  40). 
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very  early  and  walking.  They  returned  home  in  their 
Coach  soon  after  8.  o’clock.  Nothing  talked  of  at  pre¬ 
sent  but  an  Invasion  of  England  by  the  French.  Great 
Preparations  making  all  over  England  &c.  against  the 
said  intended  Invasion,  especially  all  along  the  Sea 
Coasts  every  where. 

April  2 6,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Js.  Pegg  called  on  me  again  this 
Morning  with  more  Papers  respecting  an  Invasion,  the 
Names  of  all  People  in  the  Parish  between  15.  and  63. 1 
Years  of  Age  &c.  &c.  Dinner  to  day — Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  drank  Tea  with 
us  this  Aft. 

April  27,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day,  hash  Mutton  and  a  Suet  Pudd¬ 
ing,  I  made  a  very  great  Dinner  to  day  indeed,  was 
rather  afraid  I  had  eat  too  much  but  I  reed,  no  Incon¬ 
venience  from  it.  A  Meeting  of  the  Parish  this  After¬ 
noon  at  the  Heart,  respecting  a  sudden  Invasion  from 
the  French  &c.  what  was  necessary  and  proper  to  be 
done  on  a  sudden  attack.  Mr.  Custance  attended  as 
did  most  of  the  Parish— I  could  not. 

April  29,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  this 
Morn’  at  Weston-Church — no  Sermon  he  having  none 
with  him.  Miss  Woodforde  was  there  this  Morn’.  Mr. 
Willm.  Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Afternoon.  .  .  . 

April  30,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home. 

To  my  Servant  Man,  Ben  Leggatt,  for  divers  things 
laid  out  on  my  Account,  paid  this  Morning  1.  13.  if. 
To  my  Servt.  Maid,  Betty  Dade  for  ditto  pd.  o.  14.  8-L 
To  my  Servt.  Man,  B.  Scurl  paid  this  Morn’  for  do. 
o.  1 7.  9. 


1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  April  1st;  Parson  Woodforde  makes  a  slip 
over  the  age — it  was  60. 
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Reed,  of  my  Maid,  Betty  Dade,  for  Butter  sold  i.  2.  of. 
About  2.  o’clock  this  Afternoon,  a  disturbed  Clergy¬ 
man,  by  Name,  Price,  called  on  me.  He  formerly  be¬ 
longed  to  Jesus  College  in  Oxford.  He  is  a  very  stout, 
tall  Man,  wears  his  own  Hair,  but  rather  meanly 
dressed.  He  eat  and  drank  in  the  Kitchen  &  begged 
some  bread  &  Cheese  to  carry  with  him.  I  gave  him  be¬ 
sides  on  his  going  away  in  Silver  o.  io.  o.  He  stayed 
about  an  Hour  with  me  in  the  Kitchen.  Miss  Wood- 
.  forde  stayed  in  Study  all  the  Time.  It  rather  agitated 
me  to  see  him  and  hear  him.  He  said  that  he  was  going 
on  for  Ely  in  Cambridgeshire.  He  knew  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  New-College  People  abt.  my  Time.  He  told  me 
one  thing  which  I  never  knew  before  that  my  Con¬ 
temporary,  Robt.  Holmes  D.D.  was  made  Canon  of 
C.  Church  in  the  Room  of  Dr.  Bathurst  who  is  gone 
to  Durham  as  Canon.  A  very  lucky  thing  indeed  for 
Holmes,  his  Wife  &  Sister.1  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork 
&  Greens,  hash  Mutton  &c. 

May  2,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  walked  up  to  Weston- 
House  this  Morning  and  there  stayed  all  the  Morn’  but 
returned  home  to  dinner.  Our  Maid  Betty  attended 
her  there  and  back.  Mr.  Simonds  of  Reepham  came  to 
my  House  this  Morning  and  cleaned  my  Clock  for  me. 
I  likewise  let  him  have  my  Watch  to  carry  home  to 

1  Robert  Holmes,  D.D.,  F.R.S.  (1748-1805),  was  educated  at  Winchester 
and  New  College.  He  was  Professor  of  Poetry  at  Oxford,  but  his  main 
contribution  to  learning  was  his  collation  of  the  Septuagint  Manuscripts, 
which  occupied  him  from  1788  till  his  death.  Altogether  Holmes  deposited 
in  the  Bodleian  142  volumes  of  collations  culled  from  Libraries  throughout 
Europe.  Publication  by  the  Clarendon  Press  began  in  1798  and  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1827,  after  his  death.  Meanwhile  the  loaves  and  fishes  were  not 
wholly  lacking — Prebendary  of  Salisbury,  1790,  Prebendary  of  Hereford, 
1791,  Prebendary  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  1795,  finally  Dean  of  Win¬ 
chester  1804.  1  base  this  account  of  Parson  Woodforde’s  old  friend  on  the 
D.N.B.  notice  of  him. 
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clean  and  regulate  it.  He  dined  here.  Mr.  Maynard 
called  on  us  this  Morning  but  did  not  stay  long.  Dinner 
to  day — rost-Beef  &c. 

May  3>  Thursday.  ...  A  very  great  drought  prevails  at 
present,  Rain  much  wanted.  Dinner  to  day,  cold  rost 
Beef  &  a  Michelmas  Turkey  rosted.  I  cannot  gain 
Strength,  tho’  my  Appetite  is  pretty  good.  I  still  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  same  weak  State  and  my  Complaint  of  the 
bleeding  Piles  or  somewhat  of  that  nature  still  con¬ 
tinues  on  me.  Our  Bees  very  busy  to  day. 

May  5,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  with  9. 
Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome  at  Trowse  Mill  near 
Norwich.  Nancy  sent  a  Letter  by  him  to  her  Cousin 
Mrs.  Grove  at  Cole.  Dinner  to  day  a  Calfs-Gin  boiled 
and  a  Beef-Steak  Pye.  Ben  returned  home  about  5. 
o’clock  this  Afternoon — brought  no  Cash,  only  a  Note 
at  24s/od  per  Coomb. 

May  9,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  with  his  Sister  made 
us  a  Morning  Visit — they  came  on  horseback  and 
stayed  with  us  at  least  an  Hour.  They  had  Cake  and 
Mead.  I  asked  them  to  dine  with  us,  but  were  engaged 
at  Colonel  Lloyds  of  Bawdeswell  an  adjoining  Parish  to 
Sparham.  Dinner  to  day,  a  fine  large  Eel  stewed  &  a 
small  Turkey  rosted. 

May  10,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Stephen  Andrews  Senr.  for  a  Copy  of 
the  Registers  to  be  carried  to  the  Arch-Deacons  Visita¬ 
tion  to  Morrow  at  Reepham,  My  usual  Fee  of  o.  2.  6. 
Dinner  to  day  a  fryed  Eel  and  some  boiled  Beef  See. 
I  thank  God!  that  I  feel  myself  better  &  stronger  than 
I  was  but  still  very  weak.  My  nerves  however  still 
remain  weak. 

May  12,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this 
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Morning,  but  Mr.  Custance  coming  soon  after,  Mr. 
Maynard  went  away  before  the  Squire  came  in,  tho’  we 
did  not  see  Mr.  Custance  before  he  had  passed  by  the 
Study-Window.  Mr.  C.  stayed  an  Hour.  Bidewells 
People  brought  our  Newspapers  &c.  No  Letters.  Paid 
Mr.  Maynard  what  he  paid  for  me  at  the  Generals, 
o.  i.  o. 

May  14,  Monday.  .  .  .  Sent  a  very  nice  rosting  Pig  this 
Morning  to  Weston-House.  Sent  another  also  to  Mr. 
Stoughton  of  Sparham.  I  hope  that  I  am  now  getting 
more  strength — Appetite  good.  .  .  . 

May  15,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  Maid  Betty  Dade  went  to 
Mattishall  Gant  to  day.  Ben  carried  her  in  my  little 
old  Cart.  She  is  to  come  to  Morrow.  The  Weather 
turned  out  favourable.  .  .  . 

May  18,  Friday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  that  I  feel  better  and 
stronger  than  lately. 

May  19,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  in 
my  little  old  Market  Cart  after  many  things  which  we 
wanted.  To  a  travelling  Man  in  distress  who  said  that 
he  came  from  Devonshire  gave  1.  o.  I  rather  suspect 
that  he  is  an  Impostor  but  too  late.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Veal  &  Pork  and  a  rost  Chicken  &c.  Briton  re¬ 
turned  home  about  5.  o’clock  in  the  Afternoon.  Mrs. 
Custance  with  her  Daughter  Emily  drank  Tea  with  us 
this  Afternoon,  they  came  about  5.  o’clock  and  on  foot. 

May  21,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  Couple 
Maccarel  the  first  we  have  seen  this  Season — they 
brought  them  from  Dereham  having  been  to  make 
Lady  Fenn  a  Morning  Visit.1  I  walked  to  Weston- 
Church  this  Morning  with  Nancy.  Dinner  to  day. 
Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

1  See  vol.  ii,  pp.  311-12  foot-note. 
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May  22,  Tuesday.  ...  A  Fisherman  by  name  (Want) 
called  here  this  Morning  with  some  Maccarel — we 
bought  6.  of  them  at  5d.  apiece.  Had  the  Cramp  in 
both  Legs  &  feet  last  Night,  owing  to  my  eating  green 
Gooseberries  stewTed,  with  our  last  Qr.  of  Lamb. 

May  23,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel  and  a 
Turkey  rosted  See.  Better  and  stronger  to  day,  eat  no 
Gooseberries  with  Maccarel. 

May  24,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Sold  to  my  Butcher  Willm. 
Stoughton  10.  small  Pigs  5.  Weeks  old  only,  at  five 
Shillings  apiece,  had  away  to  day  for  which  he  owes 
me  2.  10.  o.  .  .  . 

May  27,  Whit-Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  and  administered 
the  H.  Sacrament  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church. 
Mrs.  Custance  was  at  Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Corbould 
from  Norwich  dined  &c.  with  us  to  day.  It  was  con¬ 
venient  for  him  as  at  present  he  does  duty  for  Mr. 
Mellish  at  Tuddenham  &  Honingham  Churches. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Fore-Quarter  of  Lamb  rosted  &c. 
Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  with  his  Brother  William 
drank  Tea  with  us  in  the  Evening  as  did  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Corbould. 

May  28,  Monday.  ...  I  continue  (thank  God)  finely,  and 
rather  stronger.  Sally  Gunton  my  Cook,  went  to  see 
her  Friends  at  Hockering  with  her  Aunt  Buck  & 
Daughter  and  stayed  out  all  Night.  Merry  doings  at 
Weston-Heart  being  Whit-Monday.  Dinner  to  day, 
some  Tench  fryed  &  cold  Lamb  &c.  The  Tench  were 
sent  us  by  Mr.  Emeris  Yesterday. 

May  29,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  The  Weston  Purse-Club  made  the 
Annual  Perambulation  with  Flag  &  Drum.1  I  gave 
them  o.  10.  6.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  2.  Daughters, 
1  See  vol.  iii,  p.  192  foot-note. 
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drank  Tea  with  us  this  Aft.  They  came  walking  and 
returned  as  they  came  about  8.  o’clock. 

May  30,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day,  green-Peas  and 
Pork  See.  Mem.  The  first  time  of  our  gathering  Peas  & 
indeed  very  early  even  Mr.  Custances  Gardner  had  not 
gathered  Peas  yet.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this 
Morning. 

June  1,  Friday.  .  .  .  We  thought  that  our  Bees  were  going 
to  swarm  this  Morn’  it  being  a  very  fine  warm  Morn¬ 
ing,  but  we  were  disappointed.  Breeze  brought  us  a 
nice  Pike  this  Afternoon.  At  Betty  Cary’s  this  Morn’ 
for  Tobacco  &  Snuff  pd.  o.  1.6. 

June  5,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Our  Bees  about  Noon  were  after  swarming  upon 
the  top  of  the  Study  Chimney — was  obliged  to  drive 
them  away  by  lighting  a  fire  in  the  Study,  and  the 
Chamber  over  it.  The  Smoke  soon  drove  them  away. 
It  was  a  very  uncommon  Circumstance.  It  made  me 
rather  uneasy.  Dinner  to  day,  some  Maccarel  and  cold 
Lamb  See. 

June  6,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Case’s  People  having  a  flight  of 
Bees  this  day  about  Noon  Miss  Woodforde  went  to  see 
the  Process  of  hiving  them.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  & 
Peas,  Knuckle  of  Veal  boiled  &  a  young  Rabbit  rosted. 
Nancy  highly  pleased  with  her  walk  to  Cases.  Our 
Bees  I  believe  will  swarm  soon. 

June  8,  Friday.  ...  I  began  Yesterday  Morning  drinking 
Sage-Tea  quite  cold  the  first  thing  in  the  Morning 
immediately  on  coming  down  a  Quarter  of  a  Pint.  It 
is  made  pretty  Strong,  no  Sugar.  .  .  . 

June  10,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Ham.  Custance  &  Brother 
Willm.  Custance,  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening  and 
stayed  till  near  8.  o’clock. 

June  11,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
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home.  Master  Neville  Custance  called  on  us  this  Morn¬ 
ing  being  very  lately  come  home  from  School  for  the 
Summer  Vacation.  Mrs.  Green  of  Elsing  is  said  to 
have  died  Yesterday  Morning.  She  has  never  been  at 
all  well  since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lobb.  Dinner  to  day, 
Leg  of  Lamb  rosted  &c.  During  the  time  of  our  dining 
our  Bees  flighted,  it  was  about  half  past  three  o’clock  in 
the  Afternoon,  not  above  15.  Yards  from  the  Hive,  in  an 
old  Pollard  Elm  Tree.  We  soon  sent  for  Will.  Wood¬ 
cock  to  come  and  Hive  them  which  he  did  in  about 
half  an  Hour.  And  in  the  Evening  about  half  past 
8.  o’clock  he  came  again  and  placed  ym  [them]  in  their 
proper  places  where  they  are  to  stand.  I  gave  Wood¬ 
cock  Victuals  and  Drink  and  also  o.  1.  o.  He  also  supped 
with  our  Folks  in  the  Kitchen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance 
with  Miss  Emily  Custance  and  her  Br.  Master  John 
Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening.  They  came 
about  5.  o’clock.  Before  Tea  Mrs.  Custance  took 
Nancy  with  her  in  the  Coach  to  look  at  Hungate- 
Lodge.  The  Apparitor’s  Son  Roberson,  called  here 
about  2.  o’clock  to  let  me  know  that  the  Arch  Deacon 
on  Wednesday  the  20th  June  will  be  at  Weston  to 
survey  Weston-Church  &c. 

June  12,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Our  new  flight  of  Bees  does  ex¬ 
tremely  well  and  quite  easy.  Gave  my  Yard  Boy, 
Barnard,  for  his  attention  and  assistance  to  our  flight 
of  Bees  Yesterday  o.  1.  o.  .  .  . 

June  13,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  My  Maid  Betty  Dade  went  to 
Weston-House  this  Aft.  to  make  Cakes. 

June  17,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Aft. 
at  Weston  Church.  Miss  Woodforde  was  at  Church 
this  Afternoon.  Dinner  to  day,  fore-Quarter  of  Lamb 
rosted  &c.  Ham.  Custance  &  Brother  Willm.  Custance 
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drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening,  as  did  Colonel  Lloyd, 
who  came  to  speak  with  Mr.  Ham.  Custance,  concern¬ 
ing  raising  a  Volunteer-Company.1 

June  1 8,  Monday.  ...  To  a  poor  old  Fisherman  by  name 
(Want)  called  here  this  Morning,  on  foot,  having  lately 
lost  his  Horse,  to  ask  some  Charity  to  enable  him  to  get 
another.  I  gave  him  o.  2.  6.  .  .  . 

June  20,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  We  got  up  rather  sooner  than  usual  this 
Morning  expecting  the  Arch-Deacon  &  his  Company 
to  breakfast,  this  being  the  Day  of  his  visiting  Weston- 
Church  at  10.  o’clock  this  Morn’.  We  got  every  thing 
fit  for  breakfast  and  waited  till  almost  eleven  o’clock, 
no  Arch-Deacon  making  his  Appearance  I  then  sent 
Briton  to  Weston-Church  to  enquire  the  reason  of  it; 
on  his  return  which  was  very  soon,  he  informed  me 
that  the  Arch-Deacon  had  been  at  Weston  Church  and 
was  just  gone.  The  Arch-Deacon  however  said  that  he 
had  informed  me  by  Letter  that  he  could  not  breakfast 
with  me — but  no  Letter  came  from  him  to  me  as  yet 
only  one  from  Mr.  Morphew.  Coffee  and  Tea  & c.  all 
in  grand  Order  and  in  the  Parlour.  Our  People  busy  to 
day  in  hay-making,  got  up  some  Cocks  in  very  good 
Order  before  Dinner  but  in  the  midst  of  their  After¬ 
noon  Work  when  very  busy,  we  had  some  Thunder  & 
Rain  after  which  I  put  a  stop  to  our  Work.  It  was  just 
fit  to  cock.  Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel  &  a  Couple  of 
Ducks  rosted  &c. 

June  21,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morning  for  six  Weeks  new- 
assessed  Taxes  at  25.  o.  o.  Pd.  per  Annum  the  Sum  of 
4.  4.  3.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Tench  and  a  Shoulder  of 

1  For  the  impulse  given  to  the  volunteer  movement  by  the  Act  recently 
passed  see  the  foot-note  to  entry  for  April  1st  preceding. 
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Mutton  rosted  &c.  Thunder  with  Rain  again  this 
Afternoon — bad  for  Haymaking  but  delightful  weather 
for  every  kind  of  Grain  & c.  after  so  long  a  Continuance 
of  dry  Weather  which  we  have  had  for  so  long  time. 

June  22,  Friday.  .  . .  Mrs.  Custance  with  Lady  Beauchamp 
&c.  called  at  Weston  Parsonage  this  Morning,  I  was 
walked  out  and  Nancy  would  not  see  them.  They  left 
Compts  for  us  and  desired  our  Company  to  Morrow  or 
Sunday  to  Dinner.  Nancy  dont  like  to  go,  as  for  my 
going  it  is  quite  out  of  the  Question.  .  .  . 

June  23,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning  and  spent  an  hour  with  us — he  was  on  foot. 
We  were  coming  from  Betty  Cary’s  Shop  where  we  had 
been  after  some  Sugar.  For  1.  lb  of  Sugar  at  iod.  and 
Snuff  2d.  paid  o.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Piggs  Face  & 
Beans  &  a  Couple  of  Chicken — one  boiled  the  other 
rosted — &  Gooseberry  Pye. 

June  24,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  called  on  me  this  Morning  by  my 
desire  and  I  paid  him  for  half  a  yrs.  Curacy  due  May  26, 
98 — 15.  o.  o.  From  my  House  he  went  to  Weston- 
Church  where  he  read  Prayers  &  Preached  at  11. 
o’clock  this  Morning.  I  paid  Mr.  Cotman  with  Norwich 
Notes  of  five  Pounds  each.  He  is  going  to  Morrow  for 
London  and  from  thence  to  a  Living  which  he  has  in 
Kent — does  not  return  till  next  Week.  Dinner  to  day, 
fore  Quarter  of  Lamb  rosted  &c. 

June  25,  Monday.  I  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Johnny  Reeves  for  1.  Doz.  of  Port  Wine 
1.  13.  o.  Paid  ditto  for  4.  Gallons  of  Rum  at  i6s/od 
3.  4.  o.  In  all  paid  him  this  Morning  the  Sum  of 4. 17.  o. 
We  are  busy  to  day  making  hay,  very  fine  Weather  for 
it.  Nancy  dined  at  Weston-House  and  there  spent  the 
Afternoon  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance,  Sr.  Thos.  & 
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Lady  Beauchamp  &  Children.  Mrs.  Custance  sent  her 
Coach  after  Nancy  and  brought  her  back  in  it.  Sr. 
Thos.  Beauchamp  sent  home  my  little  Cart,  having  had 
it  ever  since  Saturday  Morning  last — It  has  been  pretty 
well  used  since  that  morning.  It  went  to  Scottow  I. 
Day  with  Sr.  Thos.,  Mr.  Hambleton  &  Willm.  Cus¬ 
tance,  carried  them  to  Sr.  Thos.  Durrant’s.  I  had  for 
my  Dinner,  cold  Beans  &  Ham,  &  cold  Lamb  &c. 
Nancy  returned  home  about  9.  o’clock  this  Evening. 
Sr.  Thos.  &  Lady  Beauchamp  &c.  go  home  to  Langley 
to  Morrow.  They  have  been  almost  a  whole  Week  at 
Weston  House. 

June  28,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Busy  finishing  carrying  Hay  my 
People  have  been  at  all  day  long.  Finished  this  Even¬ 
ing  and  very  fine  Weather  we  have  had  for  the  last 
ten  Days,  and  very  hot  indeed  to  day.  Our  Hay  has 
been  little  or  nothing  at  all  hurt  by  the  Rain  which 
fell  on  it  one  Day  when  we  had  some  Thunder  with 
it.  .  .  . 

June  29,  Friday.  .  .  .  Very  hot  indeed  and  sultry  with 
Thunder-Storms  almost  all  around  us  particularly  from 
the  West  to  the  North  East.  We  had  very  little  of  it, 
we  heard  it  thunder  at  a  distance  and  had  some  few 
drops  of  Rain  but  nothing  to  alarm  us  much.  In  the 
Evening  the  Air  was  cooler  and  about  10.  at  Night  we 
had  a  fine  soft  Rain  which  was  quite  reviving  to  us.  A 
most  gracious  refreshing  [Rain]  (thank  God)  to  every 
kind  of  Vegetation.  .  .  . 

June  30,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  with  their 
two  Daughters,  and  their  Son  John  drank  Tea  with  us 
this  Afternoon,  they  came  in  their  Coach  and  returned 
home  in  the  same  about  8.  this  Evening.  Bidewell’s 
Folks  brought  our  News-Papers.  No  Letters  by  them 
but  in  the  Evening,  one  from  Mrs.  Grove  of  Cole- 
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Place,  came  by  a  Carrier  to  Taylor  Carys  and  Cary 
brought  it  to  us  this  Evening. 

July  I,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Danl.  Breeze  brought  a  very  fine  Leveret  to 
my  House  this  Morning,  desiring  my  acceptance  of  it, 
but  I  declined  it,  having  some  time  back  been  made 
uneasy,  by  receiving  such  from  Bowles  of  this  Parish, 
who  hires  Mr.  Townshends  Rabbitts  in  Honingham  & 
Ringland  & c.  My  Name  having  been  mentioned  to 
Mr.  Townshend  (as  I  have  been  informed  by  Bowles 
himself)  by  some  Person  or  Persons  unknown.  I  gave 
Breeze  however  for  his  trouble  and  after  o.  i.  o.  There 
was  no  Service  at  Weston-Church  to  day,  Mr.  Cotman 
being  gone  to  a  Living  of  his  in  Kent  which  he  has 
scarce  seen  yet.  Dinner  to  day,  hind  Qr.  of  Lamb,  not 
good  tho’  so  lately  reed. 

July  2,  Monday.  .  .  .  Flying  Showers  of  Rain,  very 
acceptable  indeed  after  so  long  a  Drought — blessed  be 
God!  for  the  same.  Had  a  small  fat  Pig  killed  by  Tom 
Thurston  this  Morning,  it  weighed  only  thirty  one 
Pound.  The  smallest  we  ever  had  but  small  Pigs  being 
very  cheap  thought  it  best  to  fat  it  for  ourselves.  Pig 
Meat  now  is  but  of  little  value  to  what  it  has  been. 
Dinner  to  day,  Beans  and  boiled  Pork  &c. 

July  3,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Master  John  Custance  called  on  us 
this  Morning,  he  came  with  Hetty  Yallup’s  Brother  of 
Norwich  who  keeps  a  Shop  there  in  the  Market  Place, 
of  all  kinds  in  Haberdashery  &c.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cus¬ 
tance  and  their  two  Daughters  are  gone  this  Morning 
for  a  few  Days  to  Lady  Durrants  at  Scottow.  .  .  . 

July  4,  Wednesday.  ...  I  measured  a  Scotch  Fir  Tree  of 
my  Planting  in  the  Shrubbery  near  the  Pond  by  me 
about  twenty  Years  ago,  and  it  was  fifty  four  inches  in 
Circumference  at  the  largest  Girt.  Dinner  to  day, 
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a  fore-Quarter  of  a  small  Pig  rosted  &c.  Busy  in  plow¬ 
ing  and  sowing  Turnip-Seed. 

July  7,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  gave  us  a  Call  this 
Morn’,  stayed  abt.  i  Hour.  The  Dog  days  make  me 
very  faint  and  weak  &  comical.  .  .  . 

July  8,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morn’  at  Weston-C.  My  Niece  was  at  Church,  as 
were  Mr.  Custance  and  many  of  their  Children.  Mr. 
Custance  brought  Miss  Woodforde  from  Church 
(some  Rain  falling  at  the  time)  in  his  Coach.  Dinner 
to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  & c.  I  eat  very  little 
indeed  for  dinner  to  day,  being  very  poorly.  Cloudy, 
hot,  with  Thunder  Storms  flying  about.  Mr.  Custance 
did  not  get  out  of  his  Coach  at  Weston-Parsonage. 

July  io,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Mellish  of  E.  Tuddenham 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  He  had  been  to  Weston 
House,  but  the  Family  were  gone  to  Norwich.  To  a 
poor  dumb  Man  gave  this  Morning  o.  o.  6.  .  .  . 

July  ii,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  but 
did  not  stay  long.  Dinner  to  day,  a  very  small  Leg  of 
Pork  boiled  &c.  I  made  a  pretty  good  dinner,  but 
nevertheless  have  every  Symptom  of  an  inward  Fever, 
which  I  fear,  gains  daily  on  me  as  I  find  myself  daily, 
weaker  &  weaker,  inwardly.  Pray  God!  direct  me  for 
the  best — and  not  my  Will  or  wish. 

July  12,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters  and 
Son  Neville  made  us  a  morning  Visit  and  stayed  up¬ 
wards  of  an  Hour  with  us.  They  came  in  their  Coach, 
and  a  heavy  Storm  of  Rain  happened  about  a  Quarter 
of  a  Mile  from  our  House  but  did  not  last  long.  Mr. 
Custance  also  met  them  at  my  House.  He  was  on  foot, 
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but  returned  home  with  them  in  the  Coach.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  fine  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Drew  my 
Pond  in  my  Garden  this  Morning.  Some  fish  mostly 
Carp  we  caught,  but  none  of  any  size  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected.  I  put  therefore  what  I  caught  into  a  Pond 
near  C.  Carys  House. 

July  15,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Briton  went  to  see  his  Friends 
at  Reepham,  came  home  drunk.  Mr.  Cotman  neglected 
doing  duty  at  Weston-Church  this  Aft.  Many  People 
displeased  at  it  &  it  made  me  quite  uneasy.  .  .  . 

July  16,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  One  Harris  of  Walsingham  who  formerly  lived 
at  Foulsham  when  Mrs.  Davy  also  lived  there  and  was 
well  known  to  her  called  on  me  this  Morning  for  a 
Copy  of  Weston  Marriage  Register  (respecting  his 
Daughter’s  Marriage  with  one  Knights)  he  having  been 
Married  by  me  before  at  Weston  Church  by  Licence  to 
a  Mary  Perkins  in  1778  and  his  Wife  now  living.  I  did 
not  take  anything  for  the  Copy  of  the  Register  but  he 
left  sixpence  for  the  Clerk.  Dinner  to  day  Mutton 
boiled  &c.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning  and 
stayed  near  an  Hour  with  us,  during  which  time,  Ben 
went  unknown  to  me  with  my  large  Net  to  Hungate 
and  drew  that  great  Pond  which  made  me  very  uneasy 
indeed  as  I  would  not  have  had  it  done  on  any  Account. 
Caught  5.  small  Pike  and  a  few  flat  Fish. 

July  17,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  made  us  a  morning 
Visit  and  stayed  with  us  about  an  Hour,  I  asked  him  to 
dinner  but  he  did  not.  He  also  told  us  that  he  was  soon 
coming  with  Press  Custance  to  Weston  on  a  fishing 
excursion  and  to  drag  Hungate-Pond  which  Ben  did 
yesterday  unknown  to  me,  which  still  made  me  more 
uneasy  than  it  had  made  me  before,  however  I 
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acquainted  Mr.  Stoughton  of  it  and  done  unknown 
to  me.  I  would  not  have  drawn  upon  any  account 
whatever.  Dinner  to  day,  Pike  boiled  &  fryed,  &  a 
Couple  of  Ducks  rosted. 

July  1 8,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Had  another  little  Pig  killed  Yesterday 
weight  51.  lb.  Mr.  Maynard  with  a  Mrs.  Howell  & 
Daughter  from  London  with  Miss  Green  of  Attle- 
bridge  and  a  Miss  [name  omitted]  desired  the  Liberty 
of  taking  a  Walk  round  my  Garden  this  Morning, 
which  after  they  had  done,  I  desired  them  to  walk  into 
my  Parlour  and  have  some  Refreshment  which  they 
did — some  hollow  Cakes  buttered  See.  and  a  Glass  of 
Mead.  Dinner  to  day,  Pigs-Fry  and  Pork-Steaks  & c. 

July  20,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters  &  Son 
John  called  here  this  Morning  and  stayed  near  an  Hour 
with  us.  They  took  Miss  Woodforde  back  with  them 
to  Weston-House  to  spend  the  Day  with  them.  The 
young  Ladies  looked  but  poorly  as  did  Master  John— 
they  have  been  too  free  with  fruit  I  shd.  suspect.  They 
looked  dull  and  pale — by  no  means  Well.  Dinner  to 
day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  See.  I  made  a  tolerable 
good  Dinner  tho’  by  myself.  Miss  W.  returned  home 
about  8.  o’clock  this  Evening.  She  was  brought  back 
in  their  Coach.  A  Mr.  Whitbread  from  Suffolk  &  Mr. 
Press  Custance  dined  there.  Mr.  Whitbread  is  a  very 
old  Acquaintance  of  Mr.  Custance.  It  rained  again  to 
day  and  so  it  has  more  or  less  on  the  Day  of  St.  Swithin 
and  every  day  since. 

July  23,  Monday.  .  .  .  The  Miss  Custances  with  their 
Brother  John  spent  most  of  the  Morning  with  us  to 
day,  in  seeing  my  Microscope.  .  .  . 

July  24,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Yesterday  Morning  I  sent  Briton 
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on  foot  to  Mr.  Stoughtons  at  Sparham  and  to  Colonel 
Lloyds  at  Bargewell,  with,  some  of  our  Pheasant 
Chicken  as  a  present  to  each  of  them.  A  Cock  and  two 
Hens  to  each  House.  Poor  Martin  Goose  of  this  Parish 
who  was  turned  out  of  Norwich  Hospital  who  died  a 
few  Days  ago,  was  buried  at  Weston  to  day  by  Mr. 
Maynard  of  Morton.  He  was  turned  out  of  the 
Hospital  as  incurable.  He  was  only  25.  Years  of  Age. 
His  case  was  consumption. 

July  25,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Sons, 
Hambleton  &  William  called  on  us  this  Morning — did 
not  make  a  very  long  Visit.  Mrs.  Custance  gave  Miss 
Woodforde  a  Camperdown  Bonnett.1  Dinner  to  day, 
Pork  and  Peas  &  cold  rost  Beef  &c.  Lenewade  Races 
this  Afternoon,  a  great  deal  of  Company  there. 

July  29,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance 
with  most  of  her  Family  were  at  Church,  and  with 
them  a  young  Gentleman  by  name  Strickland,  Son  of 
Sir  George  Strickland  in  Yorkshire — Acquaintance  of 
Mr.  Ham.  Custance  contracted  when  at  School.2  They 
live  at  Boynton  in  Yorkshire.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of 
Veal  rosted  & c. 

July  31,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morn’  a 
Quarter’s  Land  Tax  3.  o.  o.  Sent  a  Baskett  of  Codlins 
this  Morning  to  Weston-House.  Briton  drove  Miss 
Woodforde  this  Morning  in  my  little  Cart  to  Mrs. 
Bodhams  at  Mattishall,  where  she  dined  and  spent  the 

1  See  the  entry  for  Oct.  15,  1797,  and  foot-note,  also  entry  for  Dec.  19 
and  foot-note.  It  is  pleasant  to  think  that  Admiral  Duncan’s  great  victory 
re-acted  even  on  Nancy’s  bonnets. 

2  Sir  Geo.  Strickland,  5th  Bt.  of  Boynton,  Yorkshire  (1729-1808).  High 
Sheriff  of  Yorkshire  1768-9  (see  Cokayne’s  Baronetage,  vol.  ii,  p.  115). 
Hambleton  Custance  and  his  friend — the  son  of  Sir  George  Strickland — 
were  at  Rugby  (see  entry  for  July  9,  1797,  and  foot-note). 
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Afternoon,  and  returned  home  to  Supper.  Mr.  Cus- 
tance  made  me  a  Morning  Visit  about  12.  o  clock  and 
stayed  with  me  some  time — He  was  very  unwell.  Tom 
Baker,  Son  of  John  Baker,  and  Eliz.  Bush  Daughter  of 
Hugh  Bush,  were  married  this  Morning  by  Licence  at 
Weston-Church,  and  by  the  Revd.  Mr.  Maynard  of 
Morton.  I  dined  by  myself  on  a  Knuckle  of  Veal 
boiled  and  Pork  &c.  Miss  Woodforde  had  for  Dinner 
at  Mrs.  Bodhams  also  a  Knuckle  of  Veal  boiled  and 
Bacon,  boiled  Beans  and  a  currant  Pudding  with 
Cabbage  only  for  Garden  Stuff. 

August  1,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  My  Patty-Cow,  had  two  dead 
Calves  Yesterday  Morning  and  is  very  poorly  this 
Morning,  sent  for  Johnny  Reeves  to  her.  He  says, 
she  is  tail-shotten,  &  hath  something  of  the  Gargut 
attended  with  very  feverish  Symptoms — She  is  in 
danger.  .  .  . 

August  2,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Ham.  Custance  with  his 
two  Sisters,  and  their  Cousins  Miss  Bacon  and  Miss 
Maria  Bacon,  gave  us  a  flying  Visit  this  Evening — very 
taciturn  young  Ladies  indeed.1 

August  3,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Bodham  with  Mrs.  Thorne 
both  from  Mattishall  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  and 
stayed  with  us  till  after  2.  o’clock.  We  gave  them  by 
way  of  a  Sandwich  or  refreshment  some  cold  rost 
Goose  See.  with  some  fruit  after  it  Sec.  Dinner  to  day, 
Peas  Se  Pork,  Giblet-Soup,  &c.  Miss  Woodforde 
walked  up  to  Weston-House  this  Afternoon  by  Invita¬ 
tion  and  drank  Tea  there  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance, 
Lady  Bacon  Se  2.  Daughters  Sec.  returned  to  Supper  as 
she  went.  Our  Maid  Betty  went  with  her  and  back. 

August  4,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning 
to  Norwich  in  my  little  Cart  after  many  things  wanted 
1  Their  father,  on  the  other  hand,  was  ‘very  chatty’  (see  vol.  iv,  p.  1 12). 

I30 


1798 

from  thence  in  the  House-keeping  Way.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Beef  and  a  hot  Mutton  Pye  &c.  Briton  returned 
home  about  5.  o’clock  this  Evening — No  Letters.  It 
was  rather  late  before  I  got  to  bed,  near  12.  o’clock, 
our  Cow  Patty  being  very  bad  and  Reeves  her  Doctor, 
being  so  late  before  he  came  to  give  her  a  proper  drink 
and  Physick  fit  for  her  which  were  to  be  made  after  he 
came  here,  near  9.  in  the  Even’.  I  went  &  saw  her,  and 
she  appeared  to  me  rather  worse  than  better,  at  lest 
not  getting  better  or  stronger  at  all.  It  hurried  me  a 
good  deal,  on  Reeves  coming  so  late  to  her — Every¬ 
thing  being  to  be  got  ready  after  he  came  here. 

Aug.  6,  Monday.  .  .  .  Begun  Harvest  this  Morning,  in 
cutting  Oats ;  In  the  Afternoon  or  rather  Evening  we 
began  shearing  Wheat,  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Eels  &  a 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  & c.  Mrs.  Custance,  with  Lady 
Bacon,  and  some  of  the  young  Folks,  set  off  for  Yar¬ 
mouth  to  spend  a  few  Days  there  for  Pleasure. 

Aug.  7,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  poor  Cow  is  a  good  deal  better 
to  day,  Put  her  in  my  Garden.  The  old  Gander  very 
weak  and  lame  and  very  poor  indeed,  had  him  into  the 
Garden  and  gave  him  plenty  of  Barley.  .  .  . 

Aug.  1 1,  Saturday.  . . .  Mrs.  Bidewell  brought  our  News- 
Papers  & c.  from  Norwich.  Miss  Gillman  sent  me  her 
Bill  for  Tea  &c.  without  being  sealed.  Very  hot  to  day 
indeed  which  makes  me  very  weak  &  faint. 

Aug.  14,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  low  &  nervous,  Appetite  very  indifferent 
again.  Mr.  Thorne  called  here  about  Noon  to  invite 
Miss  W.  to  dinner  to  meet  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Shrimpton  late 
Betsy  Davy,  to  Morrow  at  the  Doctors— but  my  [being] 
at  present  very  poorly,  and  very  low,  she  declined  it. 
I  am  not  well  enough  by  any  means  to  be  left  alone  at 
this  present  time.  The  Doctor  stayed  with  us  some 
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time.  I  am  to  be  under  his  care  again,  and  to  begin 
taking  some  Medicine  to  Morrow  Morning,  something 
similar  to  what  I  took  of  him  when  in  my  last  Illness. 
Dinner  to  da y,  Leg  of  Pork  boiled  &  Greens  &c.  I 
could  eat  but  very  little  for  Dinner  indeed  to  day. 
Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  this 
Afternoon. 

Aug.  15,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morn’  to 
Mr.  Thornes  at  Mattishall  after  some  Medicines  for 
me  [to]  take  &  to  begin  this  Morning.  Master  Towns- 
hend  Lord  Bainings  eldest  Son  called  on  us  this  Morn¬ 
ing,  but  did  not  dismount  from  his  Horse.  Very  poorly 
indeed  this  Morning  having  had  little  or  no  Sleep  the 
whole  of  last  Night,  the  Cramp  in  both  Legs  being  so 
troublesome  all  the  whole  Night  almost.  Ben  returned 
from  Dr.  Thornes  before  I  was  down  Stairs.  I  begun 
with  my  Medicine  this  Morn’  at  11.  o’clock.  I  am  to 
take  it  three  times  a  Day  for  some  days.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Beef  &  a  fine  Leveret  rosted  See. 

Aug.  16,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Had  but  an  indifferent  Night  of 
Sleep  last  Night  tho’  better  than  the  Night  before. 
The  Physick  I  took  three  times  Yesterday  affected  my 
Head  very  much  in  the  Night — quite  flighty.  The 
Medicine  however  I  perceive  already  has  done  me  good 
tho’  too  strong  Doses  for  my  Constitution  and  too 
often  in  a  Day  as  three  times;  I  intend  therefore  to  take 
only  2.  Doses  in  a  Day  at  11.  in  the  Morn’  and  five  in 
the  Afternoon.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  and  Greens,  a  rost 
Duck,  &  a  plumb  Pudding.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her 
two  Daughters  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening- 
stayed  about  2.  Hours.  I  drank  more  Port  Wine  to  day 
on  taking  my  Medicine  but  twice  instead  of  thrice  to 
day. 

Aug.  18,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Slept  very  well  again  last  Night 
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and  think  myself  better,  but  am  very  weak,  and  every 
time  that  I  take  my  Medicine  it  flies  to  my  Head  and 
makes  me  for  a  time  very  queerly. 

Aug.  20,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Something  stronger  I  think  myself  to  day  and 
better.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  very  fine  Melon  this 
Morning.  Of  a  Man  and  Woman  carrying  about 
Earthen  Ware  bought  of  them  as  follows,  five  Oval 
Dishes  middle-size  pd.  5.6.  12.  Cups,  &  Saucers,  12 
also  blue  &  white  pd.  4.  6.  Bason  6d.  2  half  Pints  & 
Cream-Mug  is/od.  Paid  in  the  whole  to  them  for  the 
above  11.  o.  Miss  Woodforde  would  also  buy  a  large 
light  brown  Tea  Pot,  very  handsome  &  prettily  orna¬ 
mented  pd.  only  for  it  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef 
&c.  still  very  fine  Weather. 

Aug.  21,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  Js.  Pegg  new  assessed  Taxes  for  6  Weeks  pd. 
4.  4.  3.  Mr.  John  Buck  Senr.  called  on  us  this  Morn¬ 
ing  about  my  Maid  Sally  Gunton  who  is  some  Relation 
to  him,  concerning  her  Br.  Billy  Gunton  who  is  now  at 
Colchester  in  the  Hospital  there  in  a  very  bad  state  of 
Health,  supposed  in  a  deep  Consumption.  Mr.  Buck 
had  been  to  Ld.  Bainings  just  before  he  came  here  to 
have  his  Advice,  concerning  Billy  Guntons  Affairs  in 
case  he  should  die,  whether  in  case  he  dies  without  a 
Will,  his  Sister  would  not  come  in  for  the  little  Estate 
he  has,  having  no  other  Sister  or  Brother.  Ld.  Baining 
thought  she  would  but  he  would  enquire  further  con¬ 
cerning  it  &  let  him  know.  Dinner  boiled  Veal,  Pork  & 
Greens,  cold  rost  Beef  &c.  Not  so  well  to  day,  the 
Heat  of  the  Weather  makes  me  very  languid. 

Aug.  23,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  hot  indeed  this  Morning, 
it  was  very  hot  Yesterday,  but  if  anything,  hotter  this 
day,  about  11.  o’clock  the  forenoon.  The  Wasps  and 
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Hornets,  very  great  in  number  this  Year,  plague  us 
much,  they  devour  our  plumbs,  figs  &c.  before  they  are 
near  ripe.  We  destroy  a  great  many  of  them  by  hang¬ 
ing  up  Vials  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted 
&c.  Mr.  Custance  spent  an  Hour  with  us  this  Evening, 
he  came  just  as  we  were  going  to  our  Tea.  He  did  not 
join  us  in  Tea  having  left  off  drinking  Tea  at  all — he 
came  walking. 

Aug.  24,  Friday.  .  .  .  Delightful  Harvest-Weather  still 
continues;  blessed  be  God! 

Aug.  25,  Saturday.  ...  We  completely  finished  all  our 
Harvest  this  Afternoon,  and  all  our  Corn  safely  lodged 
in  the  Barn,  thank  God  for  the  same.  The  finest  and 
shortest  Harvest  I  ever  remembered  I  think.  Only  be¬ 
gun  Aug.  6th.  and  finished  this  Day.  In  all  20  Acres. 
Bidewells  People  brought  our  Newspapers  from  Nor¬ 
wich  for  us. 

Aug.  28,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  To  Largesses  to  day,  gave  o.  3.  o. 

Aug.  29,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Anson  of  Lyng,  with  two 
of  his  Brothers,  Frederic  &  [name  omitted]  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  They  had  been  to  Weston-House. 
Dinner  to  day,  part  of  a  Neck  of  Mutton  boiled  &  a 
Chicken  rosted.  To  Largesses  to  day  gave  o.  2.  o. 
Miss  Woodforde  had  three  Letters  this  Evening 
brought  from  Norwich  by  Mr.  Custance’s  Servant,  one 
from  Miss  Hussey  in  London,  one  from  her  Brother 
Willm.,  and  another  from  her  Brother  Samuel. 

Sepbr.  1,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Bidewells  People  brought  our 
Newspapers  &c.  To  only  one  Largess  to  day  gave 
o.  1.  o.  Lord  Wodehouse  and  Lady  & c.  Lord  Baining 
&  Lady  &c.  dined  at  Weston-House  to  day. 

Sepbr.  2,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  &c. 
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at  Chmch  as  was  Miss  Woodforde.  Mrs.  Custance 
brought  Nancy  home  in  her  Coach.  Mr.  Custance 
with  his  eldest  Son  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Hamble- 
ton  has  got  a  Captains  Commission  in  the  Norfolk 
Militia,  given  him  by  Lord  Wodehouse  very  lately  and 
he  sets  off  to  join  the  Regiment  at  Ipswich  on  Tuesday 
next.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c. 

Sepbr.  3,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Beeston  of  Tuddenham 
made  us  a  Present  Yesterday  Morn  of  a  frizzled  Cock 
and  Hen,  and  we  returned  her  Present  by  our  send¬ 
ing  her  a  Pheasant  Cock  &  Hen,  which  pleased  her 
much. 

Sepr.  4,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  my  Butcher,  Wm.  Stoughton  this  Morn¬ 
ing  a  Bill  for  Meat  from  April  12,  1798  to  Sepbr.  1st. 
1798.  12.  15.  6.  Wm.  Stoughton  also  paid  me  for  Pigs 
6.  4.  5.  On  balance  of  accounts  paid  him  in  Cash 
6.  1 1.  o.  Paid  Miss  Woodforde  for  a  Pig  she  sold  to  my 
Butcher  some  time  back  &  wh.  I  reed,  of  him  now  for 
the  same  1.  6.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef,  Apple- 
Dumplins  &c.  There  was  some  small  Rain  this  After¬ 
noon,  but  did  not  last  long.  Never  was  known  scarce 
ever  so  fine  a  Harvest  Season.  Lord!  make  us  truly 
thankful  &  grateful  for  the  same. 

Sepbr.  7,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Bodham  of  Mattishall  dined 
&  spent  part  of  the  Afternoon  with  us.  She  came  in  her 
Curricle,  her  Servant  Man  (Willm.  Ward)  driving.  She 
brought  us  some  Grapes  and  some  Mullberries,  but  the 
latter  were  not  quite  ripe.  We  had  for  Dinner,  a  Leg 
of  Mutton  rosted  &  Apple-Dumplins.  Mrs.  Bodham 
left  us  before  Tea-time  this  Afternoon.  We  gave  her 
to  carry  home  a  Cock  &  Hen  of  the  Pheasant  Breed. 
To  1.  Largess  to  day  gave  o.  1.  o. 

Sepbr.  8,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day.  Beef-Steaks  &  a 
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rost  duck  &c.  Mr.  Thorne  called  here  whilst  we  were 
at  dinner,  but  did  not  come  in.  Betty  Cary  brought 
our  Papers  &c.  To  one  Largess  to  day  gave  o.  i.  o. 
Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Mrs.  Bodhams  at 
Mattishall  after  a  Dog,  & c.  He  returned  to  breakfast 
with  the  Dog.  I  gave  him  the  name  of  Fido,  a  very 
pretty  spaniel.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Steaks  &  a  rost 
Duck  &c.  Briton  went  to  Willm.  Bidewells  this  Even¬ 
ing  to  a  Frolic. 

Sep.  9,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Thorne  called  on  us  this  Morn¬ 
ing,  stayed  abt.  an  Hour.  Young  Mr.  Addison  of 
Saxthorpe  did  Duty  at  Weston-Church  this  Afternoon 
for  Mr.  Cotman,  he  being  from  home.  Miss  Woodforde 
was  at  Church,  as  were  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  .  .  . 

Sepbr.  io,  Monday.  .  .  .  To  Billy  Bidewells  Daughter  for 
some  Damsons  gave  I.  o.  The  old  Apparitor,  Thos. 
Roberson,  upwards  of  8o.  Years  of  Age  called  on  me 
this  Morning,  to  give  me  notice  of  the  Arch-Deacon’s 
Visitation  at  Aylsham  on  Sep.  28th.  Revd.  Mr.  Anson, 
appointed  Preacher  on  that  day.  .  .  . 

Sepbr.  1 1,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Alldridge  called  here  this  Morn¬ 
ing  and  I  bought  of  him  7.  yrds  of  a  Yellowish  Colour 
Cotton  at  2s/3d  for  wch.  I  paid  o.  15.  o.  and  another 
7.  yrds.  of  a  Purple  Cotton  at  2s/2d  ditto  o.  15.  2.  Sent 
Ben  this  Morning  to  Symonds  of  Reepham  after  my 
Watch,  which  he  has  had  some  time  for  to  clean.  He 
returned  with  the  same  about  2.  o’clock  this  Afternoon. 
Dinner  to  day,  Part  of  a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

Sepbr.  12,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Our  Maid  Betty  Dade  went  this  Morning 
for  Dereham  to  see  her  Brother  who  is  Governor  of  the 
House  of  Industry  there.1  She  is  to  return  home  to 
Weston  to  Morrow  in  the  Afternoon.  Brewed  a  Barr  ell 

1  See  foot-note  vol.  iii,  p.  383. 
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of  common  Beer  to  day.  Dinner  to  day  a  small  Leg  of 
Pork  boiled  & c.  Lord  &  Lady  Baining  with  Mrs.  Corn¬ 
wallis  (Lady  of  the  late  Arch-Bishop)  sent  their  Servant 
this  Morn’  to  enquire  after  me. 

Sepbr.  13,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Betty  returned  home  this 
Evening  from  Dereham.  Sudden  Autumnal  Storms  of 
Rain  almost  all  the  Day  long.  Most  delightfull  Weather 
for  all  things.  Lord  make  us  thankful.  Had  a  large  Fir- 
Tree  cut  down  to  day  in  my  Garden. 

Sepbr.  14,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit,  he  came  on  foot.  To  one  Largess  to  day, 
Emeris’s  Men  gave  o.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Pigs  Fry  & 
Pork  Steaks  & c.  I  fancy  myself  rather  stronger  of  a  few 
days  past  than  of  late  tho’  at  times  I  feel  myself  rather 
hurried  and  alarmed.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  sent  us  a 
brace  of  Partridges,  which  was  very  kind  of  him,  this 
being  the  first  Day  of  shooting  Partridges.  Great  News 
said  to  be  reed,  from  London,  concerning  Ireland;  viz. 
that  the  French  who  had  landed  there,  had  been  de¬ 
feated,  and  that  the  Irish  were  in  a  fair  Way,  of  being 
made  quiet. 

Sep.  15,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Briton  went  to  Norwich  this 
Morn’  with  Mrs.  Bidewell.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of 
Pork  rosted  &c.  Briton  returned  home  from  Norwich 
about  6.  this  Evening.  The  Rebellion  in  Ireland  much 
abated.  The  French  that  have  landed  there  have  been 
defeated  and  the  rest  surrendered.  The  rebel  Irish  have 
most  of  them  surrendered,  and  great  discoveries  made 
respecting  the  Rebellion  there.  It  has  been  plotting  & 
planning  Schemes  with  the  French  for  the  last  five 
Years,  the  Irish  having  so  long  been  under  French 
Principles.1 

1  The  rebellion  planned  b y  the  United  Irishmen  to  coincide  with  the 
arrival  of  a  French  fleet  had  broken  out  on  May  23,  though  the  French 
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Sep.  1 6,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston  Ch.  Miss  Woodforde 
was  at  Church  as  was  Mr.  Custance  See.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Sally  my  Servant  Maid  had 
a  Letter  from  her  Brother  at  Colchester.  He  is  got 
finely  to  what  he  was,  wch.  we  are  glad  to  hear. 

Sepbr.  17,  Monday.  . . .  Very  fine  Weather  still  continues, 
scarce  ever  known  such  a  long  continuance  of  so  re¬ 
markable  fine  Weather — thanks  to  God.  Mr.  May¬ 
nard  called  on  us  this  Morn’  made  us  a  short  Visit. 

Sepbr.  20,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Paid  John  Reeve  for  Wine  &c, 
this  Morning  7.  o.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  a  fore-Qr.  of 
Harridan,  neither  Mutton  or  Lamb.  Very  poor,  in¬ 
sipid  eating  indeed — No  more  of  such  kind. 

Sepbr.  21,  Friday.  ...  I  walked  this  Morning  with  Miss 
W.  to  Weston-Church,  but  was  so  fatigued  by  being 

at  that  time  failed  the  conspirators.  Indeed  the  latter’s  plots  had  already 
been  discovered,  and  the  principal  plotters  arrested  before  the  outbreaks 
in  Kildare,  Wexford,  Wicklow,  and  Carlow.  The  rebels — some  30,000 
strong — were  defeated  at  New  Ross  (June  5th),  and  decisively  at  Vinegar 
Hill  (June  21st).  In  Ulster,  where  the  United  Irish  movement  had  ori¬ 
ginally  been  most  vigorous,  and  where  ever  since  the  American  Revolution 
Republicanism  had  been  rampant,  small  outbreaks  in  Down  and  Antrim 
were  speedily  suppressed:  the  shrewd  Presbyterians  had,  indeed,  begun  to 
realize  that  the  soldiers  of  France  might  bring  revolution  but  they  did  not 
bring  liberty.  At  last  on  August  22  the  long  expected  French  expedition 
arrived  at  Killala  Bay  under  General  Humbert.  Despite  the  smallness  of 
his  force  (little  over  1,000)  Humbert  was  triumphant  at  first — ‘the  Castlebar 
races’  Aug.  27 ;  but  the  concentration  of  force  against  him  was  too  great, 
and  he  surrendered  on  Sept.  8  at  Ballinamuk.  For  the  further  effort  of  the 
French  see  the  entry  for  Oct.  25  and  foot-note.  Long  afterwards  at  St. 
Helena  Napoleon  exclaimed  ‘On  what  do  the  destinies  of  Empires  hang.  .  .  . 
If,  instead  of  the  expedition  of  Egypt,  I  had  made  that  of  Ireland,  if  slight 
deranging  circumstances  had  not  thrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my 
Boulogne  enterprise — what  would  England  have  been  to-day  ?  and  the 
Continent?  and  the  political  world?’  (See  Lecky’s  Ireland  in  the  18 th 
Century,  vols.  iv  and  v,  chs.  x  and  xi,  and  Holland  Rose’s  William  Pitt, 
ch.  xvi.) 
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upon  my  Legs  so  long  a  time  that  it  made  me  quite  ill 
after  it — so  very  much  fatigued.  .  .  . 

Sepbr.  23,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Very  weak  indeed  to  day, 
Appetite  very  bad  indeed.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers 
&  Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston  C.  Miss  Woodforde 
at  Church  as  was  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Goose  rested  &c.  Could  not  eat  a  bit  of  Goose — only 
eat  half  a  Norfolk  Dumplin. 

Sepbr.  24,  Monday.  .  .  .  Rather  weaker  than  Yesterday, 
very  poorly  indeed.  To  Nanny  Spraggs  this  Morning 
for  Honey,  23  lb  f  at  6.  pd.  12.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  rest 
Beef  &  a  Damson  Pudding  &c.  I  could  eat  but  very 
little  indeed  for  Dinner,  very  poor  Appetite.  I  find 
daily  that  I  get  rather  weaker — Spirits  very  low. 

Sepbr.  25,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Very  ill  about  Dinner  time  to 
day,  very  weak  &  very  fainty.  Afraid  to  move  about 
by  myself.  Afternoon  rather  better.  .  .  . 

Sepbr.  26,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  weak  &  bad  this  Morning  when  I  got 
up,  very  feverish  and  had  much  of  the  Cramp  for  a 
long  time  before  I  got  up.  Very  unwell  indeed  to  day, 
little  or  no  Appetite,  some  time  very  hot  and  soon 
after  altogether  as  cold.  A  great  deal  of  Fever  about 
me  and  very  weak  and  bad  Spirits.  Mrs.  Custance 
with  her  Daughter  Miss  Emily  spent  upwards  of  an 
Hour  with  us  this  Morning,  they  came  walking.  They 
eat  some  Cake  and  drank  a  Glass  of  our  Mead-Wine. 
Dinner  to  day,  some  boiled  Beef  &  Apple  Dumplins 
&c.  I  eat  nothing  for  Dinner  except  part  of  a  Marrow 
Toast.  In  the  Evening  seemed  somewhat  better  & 
rather  stronger. 

Sepbr.  27,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  was  rather  better  this  Morning,  had  a 
better  Night  than  the  Night  before,  but  had  the 
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Cramp  a  little  last  Night.  We  made  some  Mead-Wine 
this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  a  fine  Leg  of  Mutton 
boiled  &  Capers  &c.  I  made  thank  God!  a  good- 
Dinner,  and  feel  more  comfortable  to  day  and  rather 
stronger,  than  some  Days  past  which  I  contribute  in 
a  great  measure  to  my  taking  some  Rhubarb  lately.  It 
rained  a  good  deal  this  Afternoon  and  Evening,  the 
Autumnal  Rains  seem  now  coming  on.  For  the  last 
four  Months  we  have  had  the  finest  and  fairest 
Weather  that  I  ever  knew  in  my  life  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge. 

Sepbr.  28,  Friday.  .  .  .  Had  a  very  good  Night  last  Night 
and  feel  better  this  Morn’  but  still  very  weak,  and 
querely  at  times.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  &  hash- 
Mutton  &  a  Suet  Pudding  &c.  Mr.  Emeris  sent  us 
this  Afternoon  a  nice  Leveret  &  some  Pears.  It  was 
exceeding  kind  of  him  &  his  Sister  I  must  confess,  they 
have  been  very  obliging  to  me  and  friendly,  since  I 
was  first  taken  ill  in  May  1797.  In  the  Afternoon  was 
poorly  again,  very  low-spirited  &c.  I  eat,  nevertheless, 
a  better  dinner,  than  I  expected  to  have  done.  In  the 
Evening  rather  better  and  stronger. 

Sepbr.  30,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morning  at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance, 
as  was  my  Niece  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
fine  boiled  Eel  &  a  nice  Leveret  rosted  & c. 

[The  next  four  loose  pages,  containing  entries  for 
October  1st  to  October  22nd  are  unfortunately  miseing. 
On  October  23rd,  however,  Parson  Woodforde  is 
able  to  return  to  his  old  method  of  keeping  his 
Diary  in  a  book.  He  opens  his  book  entries  with  a 
flourish:] 
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Anno  Domini  1798.  Diary  continued  from  Octbr.  22nd 
1798.  Soli  Deo  Gratias ! 

Oct.  23,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Thank  God  I  found  myself  better  to  day.  I 
still  remain  however  very  weak.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg 
of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

Oct  24,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  cut  two  of  my  fingers  on  my  left  Hand 
this  Morning  by  a  Razor  in  shaving  my  Head,  being 
rather  hurried  at  the  latter  part  of  doing  it.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Tongue  &  Potatoes  &c.  I  was  stung 
this  Morning  in  the  Leg  by  one  of  our  Bees  but  apply¬ 
ing  sweet  Oil  almost  immediately  to  the  Part,  it  soon 
eased  it  and  prevented  it  swelling. 

Oct  25.  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  To  James  Pegg  this  Morning  paid  him  the 
new  assessed  Taxes  for  six  Weeks  the  Sum  of  4.4.3. 
Had  a  very  good  Night  of  Sleep  last  Night.  Dinner  to 
day,  hash  Mutton  &  a  Suet-Pudding  &c.  Mr.  Emeris 
sent  us  a  nice  Hare  to  day.  Great  News  almost  every 
Week  from  the  signal  Victories  of  our  Fleets  over  the 
French,  Spaniards,  and  Dutch  Fleets  of  the  first 
Degree.  Admiral  Sr.  James  Borlace  Warren  have  taken 
and  destroyed  the  whole  of  the  Brest-Fleet  that  were 
going  to  Ireland  with  Troops  to  assist  the  rebellious 
Irish  &  invade  England.  Thanks  to  the  Almighty  for 
this  and  all  other  of  his  blessings  to  us,  and  may  he 
continue  his  goodness  to  us,  and  make  us  all  truly 
thankful  for  the  same.  The  French  seem  now  to  lose 
Ground.  May  we  e’er  long  once  more  enjoy  Peace.1 

1  Parson  Woodforde’s  reference  to  ‘signal  victories’  is  doubtless  mainly 
to  Nelson’s  destruction  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile  on 
Aug.  1st.  The  news  of  this  victory  did  not  reach  London  till  Oct.  2,  and 
unfortunately  the  loss  of  the  Diary  for  the  early  part  of  October  prevents 
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Octbr.  27,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  fine 
Cock  Pheasant.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Greens  &  a 
Couple  of  Chicken.  Betty  Dade’s  Father  &  Mother 
fram  Mattishall  drank  Tea,  supped  &  spent  the  Even¬ 
ing  with  our  Folks  in  the  Kitchen,  It  being  very  wet 
in  the  Evening  and  likely  to  be  so,  I  would  have  had 
[them]  stay  all  Night,  but  they  could  not.  It  did  not 
rain  much  when  they  went  away  nor  for  some  time. 
Bidewells  People  brought  our  Newspapers. 

Mem:  My  Orchard  was  last  Night  or  early  this  Morn¬ 
ing  robbed  of  almost  all  my  choice  Nonpareil  Apples 
by  some  worthless  People.  I  have  strong  Suspicion  of 
Willm.  [indecipherable]. 

Octbr.  28,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr  Cotman  omitted  doing  Duty  this  Morning 
at  Weston-Church — I  suppose  owing  to  its  being  very 
wet  all  the  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  a  rosting  Pig  & c. 
Reed,  a  Letter  this  Morning  from  my  Cousin  Thos. 
Woodforde1  of  Taunton,  which  Mr.  Mann  reed  Yester- 

our  knowing  exactly  how  the  first  triumphant  tidings  re-acted  on  the 
Rectory.  However  the  entry  for  Nov.  29th  (see  foot-note  thereto)  still 
thrills  with  the  name  of  Nelson.  The  Diarist’s  addition  of  victories  over  the 
Spanish  and  Dutch  fleets  is  not  strictly  accurate,  unless  his  memory  is 
going  back  to  the  preceding  year — the  victories  of  Cape  St.  Vincent  and 
Camperdown.  In  1798  the  Spanish  fleet  was  cooped  up  in  Cadiz,  and  the 
Dutch  fleet  in  the  Texel.  The  capture  of  Minorca  from  Spain  had  not 
yet  taken  place — Nov.  15.  (See  James’s  Nav al History, vol.ii.)  Thefurther 
attempt  of  the  French  on  Ireland — to  which  the  Diarist  here  refers — 
was  made  by  a  squadron  under  Admiral  Bompard  which  left  Brest  on 
Sept.  14  with  some  3,000  men  on  board  under  General  Hardy  and  Wolfe 
Tone.  After  a  voyage  of  over  three  weeks  the  squadron  reached  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lough  Swilly,  and  was  practically  annihilated  by 
Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren  (1753-1822)  on  Oct.  12.  Warren — who 
had  had  an  unconventional  early  career  for  a  sailor  having  been  educated 
at  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge- — received  the  thanks  of  Parliament  for 
his  victory.  (See  Lecky’s  Ireland  in  the  i%th  Century,  vol.  v,  ch.  xi;  also 
the  D.N.B .)  1  See  foot-note  vol.  iv,  p.  315. 
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day  at  Norwich  at  Mr.  Brittinghams  whose  nephew 
the  Revd.  A.  Freston  lives  at  Taunton  in  Somerset¬ 
shire  with  a  Wife  &  several  Children — A  fine  Seal — 
Nil  ultra — During  my  living  in  Norfolk  this  is  the 
first.  Mr.  Freston  generally  makes  his  Uncle  a  Visit 
about  once  in  two  Years — I  never  saw  him.  In  the 
shooting  Season  is  his  usual  time. 

Oct  30,  Tuesday.  .  . .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
after  a  Quarter  of  a  Pipe  of  Port-Wine  from  Mr. 
Priest’s.  He  went  before  I  was  up,  or  else  I  would 
have  prevented  his  going,  being  a  very  wet  Morning. 
Paid  Briton,  this  Morn’  for  divers  things  1.18.7.  Paid 
Betty,  this  Morn’  for  ditto  1.2.1.  Reed,  of  Betty,  for 
Butter  0.18.3!-.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Cock  Pheasant  rosted 
&c.  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morning  for  Land-Tax  and 
other  Taxes  9.3.4.  Ben  returned  home  about  5.  o’clock. 
The  Weather  was  favourable  on  his  return,  and  all 
things  came  home  very  well — thank  God!  for  it.  He 
brought  us  some  fresh  Herrings. 

Oct.  31,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  very  busy  all  the  Morning 
almost  in  putting  my  Wine  into  my  Wine  Cellar  & c.  I 
was  upon  my  Legs  a  good  deal  to  day  and  was  rather 
the  better  for  it  I  think.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed 
Herrings  and  a  very  old  Cock-Pheasant  rosted,  which 
Mr.  Custance  sent  us. 

Nov.  1,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  brace  of  Partridges 
this  Morn’  and  before  the  Servant  was  out  of  the 
Yard,  Mr.  Collison  of  Dereham  sent  his  Tenant  Hugh 
Bush,  with  a  fine  Hen  Pheasant  and  a  Leash  of  Par¬ 
tridges — very  handsome  indeed.  Paid  my  farming 
Man,  Ben  Leggatt  for  divers  things  this  Morning 
3.17.4.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Partridge  &  a  Goose 
rosted. 
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Nov.  2,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Emeris  sent  us  a  Hare,  found  in 
our  6.  Acres.  I  hope  that  I  am  a  little  stronger  than 
I  was.  Appetite  a  little  better  &  not  quite  so  nervous. 
I  am  however  at  present  very  weak  and  totter  as  I 
walk,  tho’  not  very  much. 

Nov.  3.  Saturday.  ....  Sent  Ben  to  Norwich  to  Mr. 
Priest’s  with  13  Dozen  of  empty  Quart  Bottles. 
Dinner  to  day,  Turkey  rosted  &c.  Ben  returned  from 
Norwich  abt.  4.  o’clock  this  Aft:  He  brought  us  72. 
fresh  Herrings  for  0.1.6.  I  gave  most  of  them  to  my 
poor  Neighbours. 

Nov.  6,  Tuesday.  . . .  James  Pegg  called  on  me  this  Morn’ 
to  inform  me  that  I  did  not  pay  him  enough  for  the 
late  Taxes,  respecting  my  little  Cart  by  0.6.0.  which 
finding  it  to  be  true  paid  the  above.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  very  nice  Hare  rosted  &c.  I  was  rather  poorly  to 
day — little  Appetite. 

Nov.  7,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Dr.  Bakers  Son  of  Cawston, 
applied  to  me  for  the  Curacy  of  Weston,  as  he  heard 
that  Mr.  Cotman  was  going  to  leave  it.  .  .  . 

Nov.  8,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  poorly  and  very  weak  this 
Morning  as  I  was  taken  in  a  kind  of  fainting  Fit,  getting 
into  bed,  last  Night.  I  had  just  time  to  open  my  Bed- 
Room  Door  before  I  fell  down,  wch.  Miss  Woodforde 
hearing,  came  to  my  assistance  and  our  Betty  also  came 
soon  after.  I  fell  down  and  being  so  extremely  weak 
could  not  get  off  my  Breeches  or  get  on  my  Legs. 
Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Mr.  Custance  made  us 
a  Morning  Visit,  he  had  been  to  Mr.  Townshend,  alias, 
Lrd.  Baynings. 

Nov.  10,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  with 
9.  Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome  at  Norwich,  he 
returned  home  about  5.  o’clock  this  Afternoon,  he 
brought  me  the  Money  for  the  Wheat  only  at  20s/od. 
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9-0.0.  I  was  very  poorly  &  very  weak  indeed  to  day. 
Dinner  to  day,  fore  Qr.  of  my  little  Pig  rosted. 

Nov.  II,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Getting  up  this  Morning  I  was  taken  very  ill, 
with  a  giddiness  in  my  Head,  could  not  get  down 
Stairs  without  Assistance  (after  some  little  time  I  got 
better) — owing  to  great  Weakness  &  relaxation.  Mr. 
Cotman  being  gone  into  Kent  to  a  Living  that  he  has 
got  there,  Weston  Church  was  not  served  this  Morn’ 
as  it  ought  to  have  been.  Mr.  Cotman  should  have 
got  a  Substitute.  It  is  not  using  me  well  by  neglecting 
it.  Dinner  to  day,  the  other  fore  Qr.  of  Pork  rosted  &c. 
Miss  Woodforde  had  a  Letter  last  Night  from  her  Aunt 
John  Woodforde  from  Bath,  informing  us  that  they 
had  left  Castle-Cary  and  had  gone  to  Bath  to  live,  him¬ 
self  and  Wife— Her  Sister  Patty  Clarke  having  married 
Jean’s.  They  left  Castle-Cary,  the  third  of  October. 
They  have  hired  Lodgings  in  Chatham-Row  No.  8 — 
at  a  Widows  House  with  only  a  Servant.  They  carried 
with  them,  a  Girl  only  as  a  servant.  I  cannot  say  that 
I  approve  of  their  living  there. 

Nov.  12,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Very  poorly,  very  giddy  &  weak  again  this 
Morn’.  Mrs.  Bodham  sent  a  Note  by  her  Man,  Willm. 
Ward,  to  enquire  after  us,  and  also  respecting  the 
Curacy  of  Weston  for  a  Young  Man  by  name  Dade, 
Nephew  of  the  Dean  of  Norwich,  but  tho’  I  had 
partly  promised  him  before,  but  recollecting  that  Dr. 
Baker’s  Son  of  Cawston  had  applied  prior  to  him,  in 
case  one  by  name  Brown  of  Norwich  refuses  it — wch 
I  had  entirely  forgot  to  mention  to  her  here — I  desired 
Nancy  to  acquaint  her  of  the  same.  Mr.  Maynard  also 
called  this  Morning,  and  he  had  scarce  left  us,  before 
Mrs.  Custance  and  her  two  Daughters  called  on  us  in 
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a  Walk  and  stayed  upwards  of  an  Hour  with  us.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers  &c. 

Nov.  13,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  A  little  better  this  Morn’,  which  I  think  is 
owing  to  my  Making  a  pretty  good  Dinner  Yesterday 
and  taking  a  little  Rhubarb  last  Night  &c.  I  had  how¬ 
ever  but  a  very  indifferent  Night  of  Sleep  indeed, 
almost  all  Night  awake.  Willm.  Aldridge,  called  here 
this  Morning  with  Cottons  & c.  and  I  paid  him  for 
the  12.  Yards  of  white  Cotton  that  he  sent  me  in 
September  for  linings  to  Gowns  at  Is/ 3d — 0.15.0.  Paid 
him  also  for  the  ten  Yards  of  blue  and  white  Cotton 
for  a  Gown  for  Nancy  at  2 s/6d — 1.3.4.  an<^  which  I 
made  her  a  Present  of.  I  was  very  giddy  &  weak  again 
to  day  about  Noon,  after  Dinner  much  better.  Dinner 
to  day  Mutton  Soup  and  a  Leg  of  my  small  Pig  rosted 
&c.  The  Leg,  I  dare  say,  did  not  weigh  above  3.1b. 

Nov.  14,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  of  Morton  called  on  me  this 
Morn’  and  told  me  that  he  was  at  Norwich  Yesterday 
on  foot,  and  according  to  my  request  had  called  on  a 
Mr.  Brown  who  some  time  back  applied  for  the  Curacy 
of  Weston  at  my  House  to  inform  him  from  me  that 
the  Curacy  was  expected  to  be  soon  vacant  and  at  his 
Acceptance  whenever  that  should  happen,  Mr. Maynard 
said  that  he  did  not  see  Mr.  Brown,  but  his  Brother 
who  acquainted  him  that  his  Brother  was  otherwise 
engaged  now,  having  engaged  in  the  private  Tuition 
of  a  young  Gentleman  some  way  off  and  that  Mr. 
Brown  lives  there.  Soon  after  Mr.  Maynard  was  gone, 
Mrs.  Custance  called  here  in  her  way  to  Lord  Bayn- 
ings.  Soon  after  Mrs.  Custance  was  gone,  Mr.  Cus¬ 
tance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit  on  foot,  and  stayed 
near  an  Hour  with  us.  I  was  rather  fluttered  being 
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with  a  long  Beard  & c.  not  fit  for  Company.  Dinner  to 
day,  Harrico  of  Mutton  &c.  Very  poorly  this  Day  a 
little  better  before  Dinner,  tho’  I  felt  poorly  soon  after 
Noon  time  again. 

Nov.  15,  Thursday.  .  .  .  To  a  Fisherman  byname  Tim: 
Newman  formerly  a  Waiter  at  the  Kings  Head  in 
Norwich,  and  whom  I  had  often  seen  there  in  that 
Capacity  called  at  my  House  this  Morning  with  some 
Whitings  and  Oysters.  The  Whitings  were  rather 
small,  the  Oysters  very  fine  &  fresh.  For  half  a  Dozen 
Whitings  I  gave  him  0.1.0.  For  a  Score  of  Oysters 
paid  him  0.1.6.  Dinner  to  day,  Whiting  &  boiled 
Beef  &c. 

Nov.  17,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Very  smart  Frost,  Ice  on  the 
Pond  quite  thick.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Ham  &  a  fine 
large  Fowl  of  this  Year,  boiled  also  with  Stuffing  in 
his  Breast.  Mrs.  Bidewell  brought  our  News-Papers 
to  day. 

Nov.  19,  Monday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  I  continue  finely  to 
what  I  have  been  of  late,  and  Appetite  very  good,  I 
hope  that  I  don’t  eat  too  much — am  rather  afraid  of  it, 
having  a  little  Head-Ach  this  Afternoon.  Dinner  to 
day,  Sr.  Loin  of  Beef  rosted  &c.  Reed,  of  John  Clarke 
for  2.  small  Piggs  9.  Weeks  old  at  three  Shillings  & 
Sixpence  each  only  0.7.0. 

Nov.  20,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  called  on  me  this 
Morning  to  sign  a  Petition  to  the  general  Post-Office 
for  bringing  a  bye-Post  from  Norwich  to  Haydon  by 
Lenewade  Bridge  &c.  which  I  signed.  Soon  after  Mr. 
Custance  left  us,  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  but  did 
not  stay  long.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Pork  &c. 

Novbr.  22,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Rather  giddy  to  day,  I  am 
afraid  I  eat  too  much.  My  Appetite  being  perhaps  too 
great  for  Health. 
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Novbr.  23,  Friday.  .  .  .  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  us  this 
Morning  and  stayed  with  us  near  an  Hour.  Very  cold 
indeed  to  day,  it  pinched  me  much.  Dinner  to  day,  Cod¬ 
fish  &  a  Couple  of  Rabbits  rosted.  Not  quite  so  well 
again  for  the  last  few  Days.  Head  rather  affected  with 
giddiness  on  first  rising  up  from  my  Chair  after  sitting. 

Novbr.  24,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning 
to  Norwich  with  ten  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloomes. 
He  returned  home  about  5.  o’clock  this  Aft:.  Bloome 
sent  me  Cash  for  the  Barley  at  12 s/6d — 6.5.6.  Paid 
John  Buck,  Blacksmith,  for  divers  odd  Jobbs  for  the 
Year  1798  the  Sum  of  2. 14. 10.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg 
of  Pork  boiled  &  Beef  Steaks  &c. 

Novbr.  25  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  cold  this  Morning  and  a  smart  Frost.  Mr. 
Cotman  neglected  coming  to  Weston-Church  owing 
I  suppose  to  the  Weather— Snow  having  fallen  in  the 
Night  &  a  hard  Frost  after.  Mr.  Maynard  however 
read  Prayers  for  him  but  there  was  no  Sermon.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  Calfs  Ginn  &  some  Veal  Cutlets  &c.  My  cow 
Nance  very  bad  in  the  black  Gargutt.  Sent  for  John 
Reeves,  to  come  &  see  her  directly.  She  appears  to  be 
in  a  very  dangerous  way. 

Novbr.  27,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  The  first  thing  I  heard  when  I  came  down 
Stairs  was  the  death  of  my  poor  Cow  Nance — my  best 
Cow.  She  was  worth  as  times  go  at  present  twelve 
Pounds.  Her  Complaint  was  a  fever  in  her  Bowels. 
On  Saturday  last  she  appeared  very  well  indeed. 
Jonny  Reeves  opened  her  &  found  her  Stomach  full 
of  dry,  undigested  food,  all  in  layers.  Young  Stephen 
Andrews  fleaed  her.  I  was  very  sorry  for  the  poor 
Creature.  Dinner  to  day,  Nuckle  of  Veal  &  Pigs  Fry 
&c.  Brewed  a  Barrel  of  common  Beer. 
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Novbr.  28,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c. 
again  at  home.  Had  a  largish  Pig  killed  by  Thos. 
Thurston  this  Morning — Weight  7.  Stone.  Mr.  May¬ 
nard  called  here  this  Morning  and  he  brought  me  a 
Note  from  Mr.  Cotman  whom  he  went  to  Yesterday 
on  my  account,  very  civil  of  him.  Mr.  Cotman  promised 
faithfully  to  be  more  attentive  to  his  Duty  at  Weston 
Church  for  the  future.  Mrs.  Custance  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  She  brought  us  a  brace  of  Partridges. 
Dinner  to  day,  Rost-Pork  &c.  Miss  Woodforde  com¬ 
plained  of  being  unwell  to  day,  which  I  think  proceeds, 
from  her  drinking  some  time  back,  Water-Cyder, 
which  we  made. 

Novbr.  29,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Great  Rejoicings  at  Norwich  to  day  on  Lord 
Nelsons  late  great  &  noble  Victory  over  the  French 
near  Alexandria  in  Egypt.  An  Ox  rosted  whole  in  the 
Market-Place  &c.  This  being  a  day  of  general  Thanks¬ 
giving  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  this  Morning  at 
Weston-Church,  proper  on  the  Occasion.  Dinner  to 
day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  I  gave  my  Servants  this 
Evening  after  Supper  some  strong-Beer  and  some 
Punch  to  drink  Admiral  Lord  Nelson’s  Health  on  his 
late  grand  Victory  and  also  all  the  other  Officers  with 
him  and  all  the  brave  Sailors  with  them,  and  also  all 
those  brave  Admirals,  Officers  and  Sailors  that  have 
gained  such  great  &  noble  Victories  of  late  over  the 
French  &c.  &cd  Miss  Woodforde  reed,  a  Letter  this 

1  It  was  natural  that  Norwich  and  Norfolk  men  generally  should  rejoice 
specially  over  the  Battle  of  the  Nile.  Nelson  had  been  born  in  1758  at 
Burnham  Thorpe  of  which  his  father  was  still  Rector,  and  had  been 
educated  at  Norwich  Grammar  School  and  at  North  Walsham.  Moreover 
between  Dec.  1787  and  January  1793,  when  he  was  on  half  pay,  he  and 
his  wife  had  spent  nearly  the  whole  time  at  Burnham  Thorpe  Parsonage. 
Nelson  had  thrown  himself  into  country  pursuits  with  the  same  ardour 
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Morning  from  Richardson  &  Goodluck  in  London, 
informing  her  of  her  having  a  Prize  in  the  Irish  Lot¬ 
tery  which  was  entirely  done  unknown  to  me.1  It  was 
a  16th.  Share  in  the  Irish  Lottery  of  a  nine  Pound 
Prize.  She  paid  for  the  Share  elevn  Shillings  &  six¬ 
pence  and  she  will  receive  for  her  Share  only  II. 
Shillings  and  3.  pence,  by  which  Prize,  she  will  be  out 
of  Pocket  3d.  if  not  more  when  it  is  received.  No 
rejoicings  at  all  at  Weston.  I  should  have  been  very 
glad  to  have  contributed  towards  some,  if  Mr.  Cus- 
tance  had  come  forward. 

Novbr.  30,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day,  Pigs  Fry  again  &c.  It  was  re¬ 
ported  here  to  day,  that  the  Rejoicings  Yesterday  at 
Norwich  were  very  great  indeed.  The  Illuminations 
in  the  Evening  very  good.  Several  People  from  Weston 
were  at  it. 

Decbr.  2,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  We  reed,  this  Morning  a  very  fine  Quarter  of 
London  Lamb  sent  us  by  Mr.  Webb  of  Tudor  Street, 
Black  Friars,  London,  perfectly  good  and  sweet.  It 

that  he  fought  his  battles:  he  coursed  with  Coke  of  Norfolk’s  harriers, 
birds-nested  with  his  wife,  and  shot  partridges  by  himself  being  too 
dangerous  for  his  companions  as  ‘he  let  fly,  without  ever  putting  the 
fowling-piece  to  his  shoulder’.  The  completeness  of  his  victory — only 
four  ships  escaped  out  of  seventeen — took  the  world  by  storm.  Gold  and 
diamond  presents  from  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  Sultan  of  Turkey, 
pensions  from  Parliament,  and  £10,000  from  the  East  India  Company, 
gold  boxes  and  swords  of  honour  poured  in  upon  him.  He  was  made 
Baron  Nelson  of  the  Nile  and  of  Burnham  Thorpe,  and  when  this  honour 
was  criticized  as  inadequate  Pitt  made  the  memorable  answer  ‘Admiral 
Nelson’s  fame  would  be  co-equal  with  the  British  name;  and  it  would  be 
remembered  that  he  had  obtained  the  greatest  naval  victory  on  record, 
when  no  man  would  think  of  asking  whether  he  had  been  created  a  baron, 
a  viscount,  or  an  earl’.  (See  Southey’s  Life  of  Nelson,  edited  by  Professor 
G.  Callander;  also  Laughton’s  Nelson-,  Pitt’s  Speeches  passim,  &c.) 

1  See  for  lotteries,  vol.  i,  p.  89. 
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came  from  Norwich  to  Weston  House  last  Night  in 
Mr.  Custance’s  Coach,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  &c. 
being  there  Yesterday.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Aft:  at  Weston-Church.  He  called  on 
me  afterwards  and  I  paid  him  the  Sum  of  15.0.0.  for 
half  a  Years  Curacy  due  Novbr,  27th.  1798.  He  called 
on  us  as  soon  as  we  had  dined,  and  I  would  have  had 
him  dined  here  but  he  did  not — he  drank  a  Glass  or 
two  of  Wine  with  us  and  stayed  till  it  was  near  dark. 
We  had  for  Dinner,  the  fore-Qr.  of  Lamb  rosted  and 
exceeding  good  it  was  indeed.  We  eat  very  hearty  of 
it,  &  drank  the  Donors  of  the  same. 

Decbr.  4,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  J5  Heavers  for  3.  small 
Pigs  at  3 s/6d.  10.6.  Reed,  of  John  Norton,  for  Glebe 
0.4.6.  his  thinking  that  this  was  my  Tithe  Audit  Day 
I  sent  by  him  out  of  it  for  his  poor  Wife  0.2.6.  Sold 
to  Richmonds  Wife  a  small  Pig  to  day  for  which  she 
owes  me  0.4.6.  .  .  . 

Decbr.  5,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  dark,  cold,  wet,  black, 
and  true  old  November  Day — very  seasonable  however. 
Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Souce  &  a  Rabbit  rosted.  I  con¬ 
tinue,  thank  God !  pretty  tolerable,  my  Appetite  pretty 
good  again  &  rather  stronger. 

Decbr.  6,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning,  and  stayed  near  an  Hour  with  us.  He  was 
going  to  call  on  Mr.  Mellish  of  E.  Tuddenham.  To 
Tim:  Newman,  Fisherman,  for  two  Score  of  Oysters 
at  is/6d  per  Score  pd.  0.3.0.  Dinner  to  day,  very  large 
but  fat  Shir,  of  Mutton.  My  Butcher  had  the  Sheep 
from  Mr.  Eaton’s.  It  was  very  fine  flavoured,  but  too 
large  &  fat.  With  Currant  Jelly  it  was  much  better 
in  eating. 

Decbr.  8,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Miss  Woodforde  sent  by  Betty 
Cary  to  Norwich  two  Letters  this  Morning,  one  to 
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Mrs.  J5  Woodforde  at  Bath,  the  other  to  Mrs.  Grove 
at  Cole,  Somersett.  Betty  brought  our  News-Papers 
also  for  us.  Dinner  to  day,  Cod-Fish  &  Beef  Steaks  &c. 
I  thank  God  that  I  continue  tolerably  well,  Appetite 
very  good  at  present  &  am  stronger.  Dark  and  damp 
&  hazy,  and  cold  to  day. 

Decbr.  9,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church.  Only 
Willm.  Custance  at  Church  from  Weston-House  tho’ 
a  very  fine  Day.  Am  truly  sorry  that  I  cannot  attend 
at  Church  but  am  so  terribly  nervous,  that  I  am  afraid 
to  go,  for  fear  of  being  unable  to  undertake  it.  .  .  . 

Decbr.  10,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Ben  this  Morning  for  divers  things.  15.8. 
Paid  Briton  ditto  for  ditto  6.1.  Paid  Betty  ditto  for 
ditto  1.10.4F.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  sold  from 
Oct:  31st.  to  Decembr.  8th.  at  is/ofd  per  Pint  1.13.4. 
Reed,  for  2.  little  Piggs  at  3 s/6d.  0.7.0.  sold  to  Willm. 
Large.  Dinner  to  day,  Souce  &  Beef  Steaks  &c.  Very 
cold  but  fair,  the  cold  pinches  me  much  tho’  I  thank 
God!  feel  myself  stronger,  tho’  very  weak  at  the  best 
— get  but  very  little  strength. 

Decbr.  12,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  The  first  thing  I  heard  this  Morning 
when  I  came  down  Stairs,  was  the  Death  of  my  poor 
Clerk  Thos.  Thurston,  He  was  out  and  at  Work  on 
Monday  at  Mr.  Custances.  His  Death  was  occasioned 
by  a  sudden  &  rapid  Swelling  in  his  Throat  which 
suffocated  him,  something  of  the  Quinsey.  His  Death 
was  very  sudden  indeed.  Poor  Tom  Thurston  was  at 
Church  on  Sunday  and  did  his  Duty  as  Clerk  as  usual. 
He  was  an  harmless,  industrious  working  Man  as  any 
in  the  Parish  and  very  serviceable.  Dinner  to  day  a 
fresh  Tongue  boiled  &  a  Duck  & c.  Bitter  cold  indeed 
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to  day  with  rough  NEE  Wind  which  pinches  me  in 
the  extreme.  Willm.  Large  applied  for  the  Clerkship 
this  Morning  &  I  appointed  him  to  the  same. 

Dec.  13,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  in  my  little  Cart  to 
Norwich  after  many  things  for  my  Tithe  Audit  & c. 
which  is  designed  to  be  on  Tuesday  next.  He  returned 
soon  after  five  o’clock.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham 
with  a  little  Boy  by  name  Collison,  Nephew  of  Mr. 
Stoughton’s  called  on  us  this  Morning  and  stayed 
upwards  of  an  Hour  with  us.  He  brought  us  3. 
Partridges.  William  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit. 
Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  boiled  & c.  Colder 
than  Yesterday,  with  rough  Easterly  Wind.  It  froze 
very  sharp  within  doors  &  above  Stairs. 

Dec.  14,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  he 
came  to  desire  me  to  let  Willm.  Large  have  John 
Heavers’s  House  &  Land  if  he  leaves  the  same  as  Mr. 
C.  would  wish  to  have  him  live  nearer  Weston-House 
as  he  works  continually  there  and  to  live  where  poor 
Tom  Thurston  did.  Dinner  to  day,  a  small  Cod-Fish 
&  a  Duck  rosted.  Sent  Ben  round  this  Morning  to  all 
that  pay  Tithe  tome  that  on  Thursday  next  they  would 
wait  on  me  at  the  Parsonage  House  &  pay  their  due. 

Dec.  16,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  had  two  Letters  this  Morning  brought 
from  Weston  House  by  Briton,  which  they  brought 
Yesterday  from  Norwich,  some  of  the  Family  being 
at  Norwich  then.  Both  very  melancholy  ones  indeed, 
One  was  from  Cole  from  Mrs.  Grove  at  Cole,  the 
other  from  Nancys  Brother  William.  The  former 
giving  us  the  dismal  Account  of  the  Death  of  my  dear 
Sister  Pounsett  on  Tuesday  last  in  the  Afternoon  of 
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a  putrid  Fever  at  her  House  at  Ansford.  Nancys 
Brother  did  not  mention  her  Death  only  that  she  was 
very  dangerously  ill.  The  melancholy  News  of  the 
Death  of  poor  dear  Sister  Pounsett  made  me  very 
miserable  indeed.  It  is  our  great  Loss— but  to  her  I 
hope  great  Gain.  We  thought  her  quite  well  and 
happy  at  her  little  Palace  at  Ansford — and  we  were 
informed  in  a  late  Letter  from  Miss  Hussey,  that  her 
Aunt  Mrs  Webb  had  been  very  lately  into  Somersett 
and  at  my  Sister  Pounsett’s — and  that  my  Sister 
Pounsett  with  her  Aunt  talked  of  going  to  Bath  and 
also  to  London  together  very  soon  .  I  don’t  know  after 
all  things  considered  whether  it  is  not  happier  for  her, 
her  Son  in  Law,  Grove,  having  of  late  behaved  to  her 
rather  unkind  on  all  accounts — Oh!  Tempora  quo 
modo  mutantur! — In  his  Temporibus,  Quid  desi- 
derandum!  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted  etc. 

Decbr.  1 8,  Tuesday.  Tithe  Audit.  We  breakfasted, 
dined  &c.  again  at  home.  Had  my  Tithe  Audit  to  day 
at  my  House  when  the  following  Farmers  &c.  paid  me 
their  respective  Dues  for  Tithes  for  the  last  Year  due 
Michelmas  last  past.  Messieurs  Girling,  Howlett, 
Baker,  Jermyn,  Buck,  Case,  Emeris,  M.  Andrews, 
Mann,  Pegg,  Bush,  Bidewell,  Norton,  Reynolds,  Cul- 
ley,  Hardy,  Pratt,  Rising,  Cary,  Hubbard,  Heavers, 
Spraggs,  &  St.  Andrews.  They  all  dined  at  my  House 
and  stayed  till  about  ii.  o’clock  at  Night,  very  well 
pleased  with  their  Frolick  and  all  went  off  very  well. 
Bush’s  Daughter,  Mary,  a  little  Girl  about  7.  Years 
old  Bush  brought  with  him  &  she  din’d  here  also.  I 
gave  them  for  Dinner,  a  fine  large  Surloin  of  Beef 
rosted,  two  Legs  of  Mutton  boiled,  some  Salt-fish, 
and  plenty  of  very  good  Plumb  Puddings.  Also  Plenty 
of  Punch,  Wine  &  strong  Beer  to  drink.  Plenty  of 
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Apples  after  for  a  Desert.  They  drank  only  two  Bowls 
of  Punch  &  four  Bottles  of  Port-Wine  which  Howlett 
chiefly  drank.  I  received  to  day  for  Tithe  about 
[amount  omitted].  Paid  Step:  Andrews  for  Carriage 
of  Coal,  four  Chaldron  at  5s/od  per  Chldrn.  i.o.o. 
Paid  him  also  for  2.  Years  Church  Rate  at  2d.  2.8, 
Paid  John  Mann,  for  Carr,  of  1.  Chid,  of  Coal  0.5.0. 
I  thank  God !  made  a  very  good  Dinner  and  bore  the 
fatigue  &  Noise  of  the  Day,  very  well  indeed. 

Decbr.  19,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morning,  for 
6.  Weeks  assessed  Taxes  4.4.3.  Reed,  of  Barnard  Dun- 
nell,  for  Tithe  this  Morn’  2.14.0.  Mr.  Maynard  called 
on  me  this  Morning  respecting  the  burying  of  one 
Mrs.  Pearson  (late  Fox)  who  was  brought  this  Morn¬ 
ing  from  Norwich  to  be  buried  at  Weston,  having  my 
consent  to  be  buried  here.  She  was  own  Sister  to 
Betty  England  of  E.  Tuddenham.  Mr.  Maynard 
stayed  but  a  little  time  with  me  as  he  went  from  my 
House  to  bury  the  above  deceased.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  boiled  Fowl,  Pork  &  Greens  &c. 

Dec.  20,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Daugh¬ 
ters,  and  their  two  youngest  Brothers,  John  &  Neville, 
made  us  a  long  Morning  Visit.  They  all  looked  very 
well  .  .  . 

Decbr.  22,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Betty  Dades  Father  called  here  this  Morn¬ 
ing.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Rabbit  &  Beef  Steaks  &c. 
Nancy  had  a  Letter  this  Evening  from  her  Brother 
William  at  Gallhampton  confirming  the  bad  News  of 
my  dear  Sister  Pounsetts  Death  and  the  unfeeling  be¬ 
haviour  of  her  Son  in  Law,  Grove  respecting  the  burial 
of  my  poor  Sister,  none  of  her  Relations  invited  to 
attend  her  to  her  last  home.  No  Pall-Bearers  & 
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also  even  a  Pall  partly  refused.  From  such  unfeeling 
&  base  Hearts  which  Grove  hath  shewn  to  so  deserving 
a  Woman  may  we  never  more  hear  of  such.  What  a 
miserable  Prospect  has  my  Niece  his  Wife  before  her! 
She  would  have  him,  and  every  device  from  her 
Friends  respecting  a  proper  Marriage-Settlement  was 
thrown  away  upon  her,  So  that  Grove  had  everything 
not  only  all  Jane’s  but  her  Mothers  also — which  now 
comes  to  him,  every  thing  of  my  late  poor  Sister 
Pounsetts. 

Decbr.  23,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  Very 
cold  &  raw  tho’  but  very  slight  Frost.  Afternoon 
rather  hazy  &  cloudy  but  very  cold.  I  think  we  shall 
have  Snow  e’er  long.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted 
&c.  The  cold  Weather  makes  me  stronger,  but  pinches 
me. 

Dec.  25,  Tuesday.  Xmas  Day.  We  breakfasted,  dined, 
&c.  again  at  home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  and 
administered  the  Holy  Sacrament  this  Morning  at 
Weston-Church  being  Christmas-Day.  Many  People 
there,  tho’  none  of  Mr.  Custance’s  Family  were  there. 
The  following  poor  People  dined  at  my  House,  the 
Clerk,  Willm.  Large  lately  made  so  by  me  in  the  place 
of  the  late  Thos.  Thurston,  Thos.  Atterton  Senr., 
poor  old  Mother  Case,  old  Chris.  Dunnell,  Robt. 
Downing,  and  poor  old  Ned  Howes  who  had  his 
Dinner  sent  him  (being  ill)  and  also  0.1.0.  Gave  each 
of  the  others  also  is/od.  0.5.0.  To  my  Millers  Man, 
J5  Shorter,  Xmas  Gift  0.1.0.  Dinner  to  day,  Surloin 
of  Beef  rosted,  plumb  Puddings  and  Mince  Pies  &c. 
I  gave  the  poor  Folks  after  Dinner  some  old  Beer. 
Very  cold  indeed  to  day  with  some  Snow,  it  froze 
very  sharply  &  shortly  within  Doors. 
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Decbr.  26,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec. 
again  at  home.  Very  hard  Frost  indeed,  with  some 
Snow,  extreme  cold  indeed,  froze  very  sharp  and  very 
soon  within  doors  all  the  last  Night  and  all  the  whole 
Day  long— piercing  cold  indeed.  To  Weston-Ringers 
this  Morn’  gave  0.2.6.  To  Thos.  Short,  Wheel¬ 
wrights  Son  0.1.0.  To  Jos.  Edwards,  Malsters  Man 
0.1.0.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  To  Charles 
Wibley,  Blacksmiths  Man  0.1.0.  N.B.  We  have  not 
had  so  severe  cold  Weather  as  we  now  have  for  some 
Years  past.  In  my  present  State  of  Health  it  greatly 
affects  me.  Sally  at  her  Uncle  Bucks  all  Night. 

Decbr.  27,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Harder  Frost  than  Yesterday  &  more  piercing 
cold.  It  froze  sharply,  even  in  the  Kitchen  and  above 
Stairs,  even  under  the  beds.  Mr.  Maynard  made  us 
a  Morning  Visit,  I  made  him  a  Present  of  2.  Mince 
Pies.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
The  poor  Poultry  scarce  able  to  withstand  the  severe 
cold  Weather,  can  scarce  stand.  We  have  not  had  so 
severe  Weather  for  Years.  I  can  scarce  live  in  it — No 
Beds  warmed  either. 

Decbr.  28,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Frost  last  Night  &  this  Morning  &  all  the  Day 
intense — it  froze  in  every  part  of  the  House  even  in 
the  Kitchen.  Milk  &  Cream  tho’  kept  in  the  Kitchen 
all  froze.  Meat  like  blocks  of  Wood.  It  froze  in 
Kitchen  even  by  the  fire  in  a  very  few  Minutes.  So 
severe  Weather  I  think  I  never  felt  before.  Even  the 
Meat  in  our  Pantry  all  froze  &  also  our  Bread.  I 
think  the  Cold  was  never  more  severe  in  my  Life. 
Giblett  Soup  &  Piggs  Fry  for  Dinner  to  day  Sec.  This 
Evening,  if  anything,  Frost  more  severe. 

Decbr.  29,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
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home.  The  Weather  still  very  severe  indeed.  Sent 
Briton  this  Morning  to  Norwich  in  the  little  Cart 
with  a  small  Baskett  in  which  was  packed  up,  a  fine 
fat  Turkey  &  a  Goose,  with  some  dried  Apples,  to  Mr. 
Webb,  London  to  go  by  the  Mail  Coach  this  Aft. 
from  Norwich.  I  likewise  sent  a  Letter  by  him  to  my 
Nephew  Willm.  Woodforde  at  Gallhampton,  Somer- 
sett  to  desire  him  to  take  care  of  the  few  things  that 
my  late  Sister  Pounsett  had  of  mine.  Nancy  sent  a 
Letter  to  her  Cousin  Mrs.  Grove  and  another  to  Mrs. 
Webbs  Neice,  Miss  Hussey.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Pork 
&c.  Briton  returned  in  very  good  time,  but  had  a 
cold  Journey  of  it,  but  he  did  not  mind  it.  The  very 
severe  cold  affects  me  much  indeed  tho’  we  have  not 
our  beds  warmed  at  all  yet. 

Decbr.  31,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  The  cold  sharp  Weather  still  continues. 
Paid  Briton  this  Morn’  for  things  0.4.6.  Sally’s 
Brother  Billy  Gunton,  Serjeant  in  the  Norfolk  Militia 
called  here  to  see  her  this  Morn’  and  he  breakfasted 
with  our  Folks.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted 
&c.  Mr.  Thorne  of  Mattishall  sent  me  a  Note,  by 
Widow  Pratts  Son  of  this  Parish  who  had  been  there 
concerning  [his  ?]  Brother  who  is  lately  returned  home 
very  ill  to  know  if  I  wanted  any  boiling  Peas  very  good, 
as  he  had  some  to  sell  of  a  very  good  Quality  indeed. 

Anno  Domini  1799 — Soli  Deo  Gratias  &c. 

January  1,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  severe  Weather  still  &  freeze  sharp 
within  Doors  yet,  &  the  Wind  cuts  like  a  knife  almost. 
Dinner  to  day,  Boiled  Leg  of  Pork  &c.  The  present 
severe  Weather  seems  likely  to  continue. 

Janry.  2,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Foster  of  Lenewade 
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Bridge  called  on  me  this  morning  and  I  paid  him  a 
Bill  for  Flour  and  grinding  Corn  for  me  for  the  last 
Year  6.0.4.  To  Ditto  a  Years  Rent  for  Coil-Land 
16.0.0.  .  .  . 

Janry.  3,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at 
home.  My  Butcher,  Billy  Stoughton,  called  on  me 
this  Morning  by  my  desire  to  be  paid  his  Bill  &c. 
Paid  him  for  Meat  from  Sepbr.  6th  1798  to  Janry.  1st. 
1799.  the  Sum  of  11.13.4.  Paid  him  also  for  a  Cow  & 
Calf  which  he  got  for  me  by  my  desire  10.10.0.  Gave 
him  also  for  getting  the  same  0.5.0.  Reed,  of  him  for 
Hide  &  Tallow  of  the  poor  Nantz-Cow  that  died 
1. 10.8.  Paid  my  Malster,  Thos.  Palmer  of  Morton, 
his  Bill  for  Malt  &c.  for  the  last  Year  17. 14.0.  Willm. 
Custance  called  on  us  this  Morning  being  out  shooting 
&  brought  us  a  fine  Hare.  Dinner  to  day,  hash  Mutton 
and  some  Tripe.  Reed,  an  impudent  Letter  this 
Morning  from  one  Parkinson  of  Norwich  respecting 
a  Debt  due  to  the  Widow  of  Burroughs’s  the  Breeches- 
Maker  for  a  Pr.  of  Breeches  for  Briton  about  a  twelve 
month  ago,  an  Account  of  which  I  never  had  before, 
threatning  me  if  I  did  not  pay  it  soon,  that  I  should 
be  put  to  trouble  for  the  same.  Poor  Burroughs  was 
a  very  quiet  inoffensive  Man,  and  have  had  dealings 
with  him  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  County  of 
Norfolk.  Very  sharp  and  cold  Weather  still  continues. 

Janry,  5,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  here  this 
Morning,  having  married  a  Couple  at  Weston  Church 
by  Licence,  Philip  Chapman  &  Bridget  Dunnell — 
forced.1  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters  and 
Son  John  made  us  a  long  Morning  Visit.  Sent  Briton 
this  Morning  to  Norwich  early  after  news  &c.  and  to 
settle  the  Widow  Boroughs  Acct.  He  went  on  foot 
1  For  compulsory  marriages  see  foot-note,  pp.  297-9,  v°k  k. 
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being  frosty  and  returned  so.  James  Pegg  went  & 
returned  with  him.  Briton  did  all  his  business  ex¬ 
tremely  well.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas-Soup,  a  boiled 
Fowl  &c. 

Janry.  6,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  None  from 
Weston-House  there  .  .  . 

Janry.  7,  Monday.  .  .  .  Very  hard  Frost,  froze  sharp 
within  Doors  last  Night  and  this  Morning — bitter 
cold.  Washing  Week — rather  indifferent  Weather  for 
it.  .  .  . 

Janry.  8,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Briton  for  divers  things 
1.  18.  8.  Dinner  to  day.  Neck  of  Pork  rosted  &c.  Dull 
&  sleepy  in  the  Afternoon  about  Tea  time  of  late  days 
— Eating  perhaps  too  much  for  Dinner.  Bad  Day  for 
drying  our  Cloaths — not  hung  out. 

Janry.  11,  Friday.  .  .  .  Some  slight  touches  of  the  Gout 
in  my  Week  Leg.  A  good  fit  of  the  Gout  would 
perhaps  do  good.  My  Head  is  always  better  when  a 
pain  in  my  foot. 

Janry.  12,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Peachman  being  at  Weston 
called  on  me  in  the  Afternoon  &  smoked  a  Pipe  with 
me  .  .  . 

Janry.  14,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Betty  for  divers  things  this  Morn’ 
o.  15.  i-J.  Gave  her  also,  for  her  Tithe-Audit  Gift, 
o.  2.  6.  Gave  my  Cook  Maid,  Sally  Gunton  for  do. 
0.2.6.  Gave  Briton  also,  for  ditto  o.  2.  6.  Gave  to  Ben, 
also  for  ditto  o.  1.  o.  Gave  the  Boy  also,  Barnard,  for 
ditto  o.  1.  o.  Reed,  of  Betty,  for  Butter  sold  o.  8.  5^. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  &  a  rost  Duck  &c. 

Janry.  15,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Paid  my  Servants  this  Morning  their  Years 
Wages  due  Janry.  5th.  1799  as  under,  viz,  To  my 
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farming  Man,  Ben.  Leggatt  io,  o.  o.  To  my  Footman, 
Bretingham  Scurl  8.  o.  o.  To  my  House-Maid,  Betty 
Dade  5.  5.  o.  To  my  Cook-Maid,  Sally  Gunton5.  5.  o. 
To  my  Yard-Boy  Barn:  Woodcock  2.  2.  o.  To  Stephen 
Hubbard,  Glazier,  a  Bill  of  o.  1 1. 4.  Made  Miss  Wood- 
forde  a  Present  of  10.  o.  o.  Mr.  Aldridge  called  here 
this  Morning  with  divers  kinds  of  Cotton,  Lace  & 
other  Goods.  I  paid  him,  for  53  Yards  of  Hemp- 
Sheeting  at  is/6d  per  Yard  3.  19.  6.  To  2.  Silk  Hand¬ 
kerchiefs  also  pd.  o.  11.  o.  To  2.  Yards  &  f  of  coarse 
flannel  pd.  o.  6.  3*  Miss  Woodforde  bought  a  very 
handsome  Scarf-Shawl  of  Aldridge,  late  Miss  Stone’s 
as  good  as  New — 3.  yrds  i  long,  and  a  Yard  wide 
which  cost  at  first  three  Guineas  &  which  Miss  W. 
bought  of  Aldridge  for  1.  1 1.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  Souce 
fryed,  &  a  Turkey  rosted.  Reed  of  Richmond  for  a 
small  Pig  o.  3.  6.  I  thought  we  should  have  had  a  quiet 
easy  Day,  but  between  one  thing  &  another  was 
engaged  the  whole  Morning  long.  Mr.  Custance’s 
Servant  also  in  the  Morning  called. 

January  16,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  and  with  him 
young  Sr.  Thomas  Durrant 1  of  Scottow,  called  here 
this  Morning  and  spent  near  an  Hour  with  me.  They 
came  walking.  Miss  Woodforde  did  not  make  her 
Appearance.  .  .  . 

Janry.  18,  Friday.  .  .  .  Very  sharp  Frost  indeed  this 
Morn’  bitter  cold.  Paid  Johnny  Reeves  a  Bill  for 

1  For  the  Custance  and  Durrant  relationship  see  foot-note,  p.  345, 
vol.  ii.  The  ‘young  Sir  Thomas  Durrant’  here  mentioned  was  Mr.  Cus¬ 
tance’s  nephew  (b.  1775,  d.  1829).  It  is  interesting  to  record  that  the 
Durrants  of  Scottow  were  friends  of  the  Nelsons  of  Burnham  Thorpe, 
and  Nelson  himself  refers  to  Lady  Durrant  and  her  daughter  (Mr.  Cus¬ 
tance’s  sister  and  niece  respectively)  in  a  letter  dated  from  Burnham, 
December  15,  1792,  which  is  published  in  The  Nelsons  of  Burnham  Thorpe, 
by  M.  E.  Matcham,  pp.  97-8. 
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Wine  &c.  3.  18.0.  Paid  Ditto  also  a  Bill  for  doctoring 
a  Cow  5.  o.  Dinner  to  da y,  Peas-Soup,  Fish  &c.  Very 
indifferent  to  da 7,  baddish  Night  of  Rest,  last  Night. 
Very  weak  &  poorly,  &  very  sleepy  to  day  after  dinner. 
Cold,  dark,  &  raw  Thawe  this  Afternoon. 

Janry.  19,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Cold,  dark  &  raw  Thawe  this  Morning. 
Briton  walked  to  Reepham  to  see  his  Friends  this 
Morning  and  had  my  leave  to  stay  out  all  Night  but 
to  come  home  by  dinner  time  to  Morrow.  Dinner  to 
day,  Calf’s  Fry  &c.  Bidewells  People  brought  our 
News  to  day.  Reed,  a  Letter  this  Evening  from  my 
Nephew  Willm.  Woodforde  of  Gallhampton  in  Somer- 
sett  brought  from  Norwich  by  Mr.  Custance’s  Servant. 
The  Contents  were  mostly  concerning  the  Cole  Family, 
of  the  ill  treatment  of  Grove  to  my  late  dear  Sister 
Pounsett,  but  that  she  had  made  a  Will  and  had  given 
all  she  could  give  to  her  Sister  White  and  her  Family. 
It  grieved  me  to  hear  so  very  indifferent  a  Character 
of  Grove  who  married  my  Niece  Jane  Pounsett,  and 
more  so  as  he  is  a  Clergyman — very  unbecoming  one. 
I  was  extremely  sorry  to  hear  he  was  such  a  Man. 

Janry.  20,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church — a  very  few 
from  Weston  H.  .  .  . 

Janry,  21,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
younger  Sons,  John  &  Neville  who  go  to  School  to 
Morrow  made  us  a  long  Morning  Visit.  They  go  to 
School  at  North-Walsham  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Goose  rosted  See. 

Janry.  25,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  busy  this  Morning  in  taking  a  Copy  of 
an  Inventory  of  Goods  & c.  in  the  Possession  of  my  late 
Sister  Pounsett  which,  as  Grove  is  soon  to  leave  Cole, 
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have  desired  Nancy  to  write  to  her  Brother  Willm.  to 
take  care  of  the  same.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  & 
a  rost  Chicken.  Nancy  busy  in  writing  a  Letter  to  her 
Br.  Will.  Thanks  to  Almighty  God  that  I  feel  some¬ 
thing  better  and  not  quite  so  nervous  as  I  have  been 
of  late. 

Janry.  26,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  5,  Coomb  of  Oats  and  5,  Coomb  of 
Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome.  He  returned  about  4.  o’clock 
this  Afternoon  with  Cash  for  the  same.  For  the 
Barley  I  reed,  at  i2s/od  per  Coomb  3.  o.  o.  For  the 
Oats  at  ns/6d  ditto  2.  17.  6.  Dinner  to  day  a  boiled 
Tongue  &  a  Chicken  &c. 

Janry.  27,  Sunday.  .  .  ’  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  None 
from  Weston  House  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Very  dull,  dark,  &  cold  Day 
with  some  falling  Rain. 

Janry.  28,  Monday.  .  .  .  Very  hard  Frost  again  with 
much  Snow  upon  the  Ground  that  fell  in  the  last 
Night  &c.  Exceeding  cold  &  cutting  all  the  Day  long. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Pudding.  The  very 
cold  Weather  to  day,  affected  me  much.  I  felt  a  good 
deal  of  Pain  and  Weakness  for  many  past  days  in  my 
Loins  owing  I  think  to  some  latent  Disorder  in  my 
Kidnies,  which  makes  it  very  painful  to  me  when  I 
stoop  down.  Very  sharp  Frost  indeed  this  Evening. 

Janry.  29,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Very  intensely  cold,  &  a  very 
hard  Frost  last  Night  and  this  Morning.  It  froze 
sharply  within  doors  last  Night  and  also  this  Morning. 
Nevertheless  tho’  the  Weather  has  been  &  is  still 
severely  cold  we  have  not  had  our  beds  warmed  at 
all  during  the  whole  Winter  as  yet,  neither  do  we 
intend  to.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted  &c. 
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Janr y.  30,  Wednesday.  . .  .  Captain  Hambleton  Custance, 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  being  very  lately  arrived 
at  Weston  House  to  see  his  Friends  for  a  few  days. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Goose  rosted  &c.  Very  severe,  cold, 
frosty  Weather  still  prevails  but  very  fair  and  fine 
above  head.  It  froze  sharp  within  doors  all  day. 

Janry.  31,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morning  a  Qrs.  Land- 
Tax  3.  o.  o.  John  Norton  was  Yesterday  committed  to 
Aylesham  Bridewell  for  a  Breach  of  the  Peace.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Veal  &  Pork  &c.  Many  People  are  glad 
that  Jg  Norton  is  sent  to  Bridewell  as  he  was  so  unruly. 
His  Wife  &  Daughter,  as  well  as  Neighbours  were 
afraid  almost  to  go  to  bed  at  Nights  afraid  of  being 
burnt  in  their  beds,  as  he  took  so  little  care  of  fire — 
scarce  ever  went  to  bed,  and  his  behaviour  to  a  poor- 
bed-ridden  Wife  and  a  good  Daughter,  was  almost 
beyond  example,  distressing.  Bitter  cold  again  to  day 
with  some  Snow.  Frost  very  severe,  froze  sharp  within 
doors. 

Febry.  1,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  hard  Frost  with  much  Snow  and  very 
rough  Easterly  Wind.  By  much  the  coldest  &  most 
severe  cold  Day,  we  have  had  as  yet  during  the  Winter 
— very  distressing  to  a  poor  Invalide.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Pork  and  Duck  rosted.  This  Day  the  most 
severe  we  have  had  all  the  whole  Winter.  It  froze  sharp 
within  doors.  I  don’t  know  that  I  ever  felt  a  more 
severe  Day.  The  Turnips  all  froze  to  blocks,  obliged  to 
split  them  with  Beetle  1  &  Wedges,  and  some  difficulty 
to  get  at  them  on  account  of  the  Snow — their  Tops 
entirely  gone  and  they  lay  as  Apples  on  the  Ground — 
No  Tops.  This  Day  has  been,  I  apprehend,  the  most 

1  A  Beetle  is  a  heavy  wooden  mallet  (see  Wright’s  Dialect  Dictionary). 
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severe  that  we  have  had  this  Winter.  The  Snow  has 
in  many  Places  rendered  the  Road  impassable.  Morn’ 
very  hard  Frost  with  Snow  &  Wind.  The  most  severe 
Morn’  we  have  had  this  Winter.  Afternoon  much 
Snow  &  more  severe.  Frost  sharp  even  within  doors. 
Never  scarce  a  more  severe  Day  known.  The  Dairy 
Window  quite  darkened.  The  present  severe  cold 
Weather  pinches  me  almost  to  death. 

Febry.  2,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Still  very  severe  Weather,  much  Snow  &  hard 
Frost.  The  Turnips  have  lost  all  their  Tops  and  now 
look  like  so  many  large  Bowls  or  foot-Balls.  I  was  taken 
very  ill  last  Night  on  going  to  bed  fell  down  in  a  fit, 
but  Nancy  hearing  me  fall  came  very  kindly  to  my 
Assistance  with  Betty.  The  cold  quite  overpowered 
me,  going  from  a  warm  Room  to  a  cold  Room  above 
without  fire,  and  after  walking  round  below  in  seeing 
all  things  safe — the  cold  was  too  much  for  me.  The 
Snow  so  drifted  in  some  Places  as  to  make  the  Roads 
almost  impassable.  Scarce  ever  known  such  severe 
Weather  for  the  last  forty  Years  and  still  likely  to  con¬ 
tinue.  It  affects  me  extremely  indeed,  have  scarce  any 
feeling,  am  almost  benumbed  both  in  Mind  &  Body. 
Bidewells  People  brought  our  Norwich  Paper,  the 
Ipswich  Paper  not  come  to  Norwich  owing  to  the 
Severity  of  the  Weather — The  Roads  being  impassable 
almost  to  any  Place  on  Account  of  the  Snow  being 
drifted  in  almost  every  Road.  Such  severe  Weather 
has  not  been  known  for  the  last  60.  Years  till  the 
present.  Snow  drifted  in  some  places  uncommonly 
high.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  and  a  roast  Duck  &c. 

Febry.  3,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  The  Weather  more  severe  than  ever  with  con¬ 
tinued  Snow  all  last  Night  and  continued  snowing  all 
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this  whole  Day  with  a  good  deal  of  Wind  which  have 
drifted  the  Snow  in  some  Places  so  very  deep  as  to 
make  almost  every  road  impassable — in  many  roads 
15  feet  deep.  No  Service  at  Weston  Church  to  day. 
Such  Weather  with  so  much  Snow  I  never  knew  before 
- — not  able  to  go  to  Jericho.  Dreadful  Weather  for  the 
poor  People  and  likewise  for  all  kinds  of  Cattle  See.  Sec. 
It  is  dangerous  almost  for  any  person  to  be  out.  Din¬ 
ner  to  day  a  boiled  Rabbit  and  Onion  Sauce  and  a 
very  fine  Goose  rosted  See.  Briton  walked  to  Weston- 
House  this  Morning  with  the  News  but  had  a  hard 
matter  to  get  there — obliged  to  get  over  hedges  &c. 
I  would  not  have  had  him  go,  but  he  liked  it.  He 
however  got  thro’  it  pretty  well.  If  the  present  severe 
Weather  continues  long,  God  only  knows  wdiat  we 
shall  all  do  &c.  The  Turnips  being  all  froze  is  very 
bad  for  Stock.  There  having  been  such  a  severe  Winter 
with  so  much  Snow  and  of  so  long  continuance  for 
the  last  60.  Years,  in  the  hard  Winter  1740 — The  Year 
that  I  was  born — It  held  then  13.  Weeks. 

Febry.  4.  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Our  Dog,  Ranger,  caught  a  Hare  this  Morn’ 
in  our  Yard  as  she  was  endeavouring  to  get  thro’  it, 
but  prevented  by  the  Pales  in  it.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Most  of  the  poor  People 
employed  in  clearing  the  public  Road  from  the  late 
great  fall  of  Snow.  Never  known  such  a  depth  of 
Snow  for  the  last  40.  yrs.  People  obliged  to  walk  over 
hedges  See.  In  almost  every  Place  the  roads  impass¬ 
able.  The  Snow  near  our  great  Gate  in  the  Yard 
almost  as  high  as  the  Gate,  Above  the  Pales  in  some 
Places.  Dreadful  Weather  indeed  for  the  poor  People 
now.  In  the  Afternoon  to  day,  the  Weather  more 
favourable  and  cheery,  but  still  some  falling  of  Snowc 
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All  travelling  is  almost  at  a  Stand,  the  drifting  of  the 
Snow  making  almost  every  place  impassable.  People 
near  nine  Hours  on  the  Road  from  Cawston  to  Nor¬ 
wich  Market  on  Saturday  last.  My  Butcher  &  Man 
had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  there,  thought 
they  never  could  get  there.  Pray  God!  we  may  see 
better  Weather  e’er  long.  The  present  cold  Weather 
almost  kills  me.  Morn’  Snow  still  tho’  not  so  cold. 
Afternoon  rather  cheery  but  some  Snow.  Snow  again 
in  the  Evening.  Frost  also  very  sharp  within  Doors. 
Milk  &  Cream  kept  in  the  Kitchen.  Severe  Weather 
for  the  feathered  Race  and  poor  Cattle.  Turnips  all 
froze  no  Tops  whatever  on  them. 

Febry.  5,  Tuesday-Shrove.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  A  Continuation  of  the  same  cold 
Weather  still  prevails,  severe  Frost  and  still  some  Snow. 
Very  poorly  indeed,  but  thanks  to  God  that  I  am  not 
worse  considering  the  Severity  of  the  Weather.  Din¬ 
ner  to  day,  boiled  Rabbit  and  a  very  fine  fat  Cock- 
Turkeyrosted  &  Fritters  being  Shrove-Tuesday which  is 
very  early  this  Year.  Not  a  great  deal  of  Snow  to  day, 
but  some.  The  Snow  is  not  so  deep  as  it  has  been,  as 
it  is  got  closer  together.  People  are  able  to  go  about 
to  day  better  than  they  have  done.  Roads  now  more 
tracked  but  still  deep. 

Febry.  6,  Wednesday-Ash.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  The  cold  Weather  much  more  severe 
this  Morn’  than  Yesterday — very  hard  Frost  within 
Doors.  As  cold  a  Day  and  severe  as  any  yet  felt.  Some 
falling  of  Snow,  not  much,  &  very  fine.  Dinner  to  day, 
Salt  Fish  &  Egg  Sauce  &c.  The  cold  Weather  pinched 
me  as  much  to  day  as  any.  My  Spirits  very  much 
depressed,  almost  gone,  afraid  almost  to  move  or 
walk  about  by  myself.  Obliged  to  close  up  the  Dairy 
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Window  and  to  keep  the  Cream  &  Milk  in  the  Kitchen. 
Never  known  such  severe  Weather  or  of  such  long 
continuance  since  the  Year  1740.  God  only  knows 
what  dreadful  consequences  might  arise  from  it,  as  it 
is  likely  to  continue.  The  Snow  being  much  settled, 
makes  travelling  much  better,  the  Roads  being  also 
more  tracked. 

Febry.  7,  Thursday  .  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  The  same  cold  Weather  prevails  with  very 
severe  Frost  accompanied  with  some  Snow.  Water 
froze  in  the  back-house  quite  hard  within,  in  less  than 
four  hours  after  it  had  been  brought  in  from  the  Well 
to  day  abt.  Noon.  Such  severe  Frost  to  day,  as  scarce 
was  known.  Mr.  Custance  obliged  to  Norwich  to 
send  to  day  after  Coal  being  quite  out.  Two  Waggons 
went  this  Morning  after  some  and  obliged  to  come  by 
my  House  to  France-Green  and  so  on  to  Honingham 
to  get  to  the  Turnpike  Road  there,  and  three  or  four 
Men  went  with  the  Teams.  It  is  also  even  thought 
that  when  they  get  there,  that  they  could  [not]  get 
any,  as  no  Coals  can  come  from  Yarmouth,  No  Barges 
stirring — all  bound  fast  by  the  Frost  on  the  River. 
This  very  severe  Weather  almost  kills  me.  I  am  much 
affected  by  it  for  the  worse.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Leg  of  Pork  &c. 

Febry.  8,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  The  very  severe  cold  Weather  that  have  so  long 
prevailed,  is  to  day  if  any  thing,  more  piercing.  I  have 
felt  it  more  to  day,  than  any  yet.  Dinner  to  day,  rost 
Beef  &c.  We  want  many  things  from  Norwich,  but 
am  afraid  to  send  any  Servant  in  such  bad  Weather. 
Within  these  last  few  days  have  been  afraid  to  go 
out  of  Doors  by  myself.  Fear  seems  to  have  got  great 
Power  over  me  of  late  Days.  Very  fearful  of  being 
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out  of  doors  by  myself  having  of  late  been  very  much 
afraid  of  having  an  Epileptic  or  falling  fit — My  Head 
inclining  I  have  thought  of  late  that  way.  It  makes 
me  very  low  indeed  on  that  account.  Mr.  Custances 
Waggons  returned  home  last  Night  in  very  good  time, 
but  had  a  most  terrible  Journey  of  it,  but  got  home 
safe.  They  were  four  Hours  in  getting  to  the  Turn¬ 
pike  Road  at  Honingham — The  Road  so  deep.  I  am 
very  glad  that  they  got  back  all  safe.1 

Febry.  9,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c,  again  at 
home.  The  most  severe  Morning  of  Weather  we  have 
had  this  Winter,  the  hardest  Frost  yet  known  with 
very  driving  Snow,  attended  with  Wind.  It  is  re¬ 
marked  that  this  Morning  of  Weather  was  as  severe 
as  any  ever  felt  in  England.  Mr.  Custance  had  another 
Waggon  go  to  Norwich  this  Morning  after  Coal  again. 
They  went  by  my  House  again  with  two  other  Wag¬ 
gons  with  them  belonging  to  others.  In  the  Afternoon 
(thank  God)  came  on  a  gentle  Thawe  all  of  a  sudden 
which  made  us  rejoice.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Pork  & 
Potatoes  See.  No  Newspapers  from  Norwich  to  day. 

Febry.  10,  Sunday,  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Fair  &  fine  but  a  Frost  &  very  cold  withall. 
The  Snow  decreased  very  little  indeed,  tho’  sunck. 
No  Divine  Service  at  Church  this  afternoon,  the 
Weather  such  and  Roads  impassable  some  Places. 
Road  impassable  from  the  Church  to  Odnam-Green 
by  Car-Cross.  Dinner  to  day,  Part  of  a  Foin  of  Veal 
rosted  Sec. 

Febry.  11,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  got  up  this  Morning,  in  high  Spirits,  after 

1  In  the  chronicle  of  the  Annual  Register  for  1799,  under  date  February  9, 
it  is  stated  that  ‘The  mail-guards,  who  arrived  in  town,  declare  they  never 
experienced  so  severe  a  night  as  that  of  February  8’. 
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having  a  very  good  Night  of  Sleep,  owing  I  take  it 
to  my  drinking  Coffee  in  the  Afternoon,  Yesterday. 
I  had  Coffee  also  this  Morning  for  breakfast  but  about 
Noon  was  taken  very  flighty  &  giddy,  which  I  cannot 
but  partly  attribute  to  Coffee.  Paid  Ben,  this  Morn’ 
for  divers  things  o.  14.  I  j-.  Paid  Briton,  ditto  for  ditto 
o.  8.  1.  Paid  Betty,  ditto  for  ditto  1.  4.  10.  Reed,  of 
Betty,  for  Butter  o.  7.  3%.  Captn.  Hambleton  Custance 
called  on  us  this  Morn’.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  & 
a  rosted  Hare  &c.  A  great  Thawe  all  Day,  but  never¬ 
theless  very  cold. 

Febry.  12,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  cold  again  with  Frost  and  Snow  this 
Morn’.  About  Noon  the  Sun  shone  out  bright  after 
the  Snow  but  the  same  frosty  air  continued  and  likely. 
Very  nervous  and  fearful  to  day  just  before  dinner 
especially  before  Dinner  after  going  up  Stairs  to  dress 
— so  fearful  of  coming  down  Stairs  after  dressing,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  have  Assistance.  Dinner  to  day,  part 
of  a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  & c.  I  am  so  terribly  relaxed 
that  I  know  not  what  to  do.  Captn.  Custance  called 
on  us  this  Morn’  as  he  was  Shooting. 

Febry.  13,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  and  a 
Turkey  rosted  &c.  Rather  better  if  any  thing  than 
Yesterday  thank  God  for  the  same— but  still  continue 
amazing  depressed.  I  asked  Mr.  Maynard  to  dine  with 
us  on  Tuesday  next,  which  he  promised— Deo  Volente. 
A  Smart  Frost  with  much  Snow  this  Morning.  In  the 
Afternoon  Snow  ceased  &  a  Thawe  followed.  Very 
much  harried  in  my  Sleep  last  Night. 

Febry.  14,  Thursday.  .  .  .  This  being  Valentine’s  Day, 
I  had  a  great  Number  of  young  Visitants  this  Morning 
belonging  to  my  Parish  as  Valentines,  to  each  of  whom 
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gave  one  Penny,  76  in  Number  o.  6.  4.  Dinner  to  day, 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Tho’  we  had  Frost  and  Snow 
this  Morn’,  and  very  cold,  yet  in  the  Afternoon,  It 
thawed  very  suddenly  and  rapidly  and  the  Air  quite 
mild.  To  Nortons  Wife  gave  £0.  2s.  6d. 

Feb.  15,  Friday.  ...  A  fine  cheary  Morning  with  a  rapid 
Thawe  but  nevertheless  cold  and  very  bad  walking 
indeed.  It  is  a  happy  change  for  all  things  I  hope. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  Apple  Dumplins  &c. 
The  Thawe  will  I  hope  now  continue.  My  Butcher, 
for  the  future,  is  to  bring  my  News  &c.  from  Norwich 
every  Week  to  my  House. 

Feb.  16,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Early  in  the  Morn’  there  was  a 
small  Frost  but  it  thawed  again  fast  about  8.  o’clock 
after.  I  felt  pretty  well  &  strong  this  Morning. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  See.  No 
News  Papers  &c.  came  to  hand  to  day,  Tho’  my 
Butcher  promised  me  faithfully  to  bring  them  which 
very  much  disconcerted  me. 

Feb.  17,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Our  Newspapers  See.  we  received  this  Morn¬ 
ing  by  Sarah  Grant  of  the  Poor  House  on  Hungate 
Common.  My  Butcher  having  left  them  there  last 
Night.  Had  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  Grove  in  Somersett. 
No  Duty  at  Weston  Church  this  Morning,  Mr.  Cot- 
man  attended  but  it  was  late  when  he  got  there. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  Se  a  Turkey  rosted  Sec. 
My  Strength  rather  better,  Spirits  also,  and  my  Appe¬ 
tite  very  good  but  feel  however  feverish.  I  eat  five 
times  a  day — at  breakfast,  abt.  Noon,  Dinner,  After¬ 
noon  at  Tea,  and  at  Supper — and  at  all  times  with  a 
proper  relish.  Mr.  William  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning.  Very  dismal  Accounts  on  the  Papers  re¬ 
specting  the  last  severe  Weather — many,  many  People 
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having  lost  their  Lives  thro’  the  inclemency  of  the 
same.  Mail  Coaches  See.  unable  to  travel.  The  Roads 
in  very,  very  many  Places  impassable.  The  long  con¬ 
tinuance  of  so  severe  cold  Weather  having  scarce  been 
ever  known  for  the  last  Century.  It  has  lasted  now 
(with  scarce  any  intermission)  from  the  17th  .of 
December  last  past  &  still  likely. 

Feb  18,  Monday.  .  .  .  Much  Snow  again  this  Morning 
and  very  cold.  It  continued  snowing  almost  all  day, 
but  gently.  Washing  Week,  bad  Weather  for  such 
Work,  but  perhaps  it  might  be  better  to  Morrow.  .  .  . 

Feb.  19,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Pegg,  six  Weeks  assessed 
Taxes  4.  4.  3.  Mr.  Maynard  dined  &  spent  the  After¬ 
noon  with  us  and  stayed  with  us  till  after  Tea  &  then 
went  home.  We  had  for  Dinner  a  Fillett  of  Veal 
rosted  and  a  boiled  Tongue,  some  Tarts  &c.  A  fine, 
mild  Day,  thank  God!  Weather  finely  altered. 

Febry.  20,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  from  Weston- 
House  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  and  stayed  with  us 
some  time.  He  came  here  on  horseback  with  a  Servant 
with  him.  The  severe  cold  Weather  which  we  have 
so  long  experienced,  is  I  hope,  now  about  leaving  us 
as  we  have  this  Day,  thank  God!  a  more  favourable 
Appearance  of  its  going  away,  this  Day  throughout 
having  given  us  great  hopes  of  a  happy  Change  as 
it  turned  out  &  proved  a  fine  mild  Day.  Sold  some 
Hay  this  Morning  to  Philip  Page  of  Attlebridge  a 
young  Man,  and  who  bears  a  very  good  Character, 
some  Hay,  at  3s/od  per  Cwt.  Harry  Baker,  Carpenter, 
at  work  for  me  all  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Knuckle  of 
Veal  boiled  &c.  I  thank  God!  that  I  feel  something 
stronger  within  some  few  days  past,  and  not  so  fearful 
quite. 

Febry.  21.  Thursday.  ...  We  had  a  good  deal  of  Rain 
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in  the  last  Night.  After  8.  this  Morning  the  Weather 
turned  out  fine  and  mild  with  a  briskish  Wind.  Dinner 
to  day,  rost  Beef  See.  Very  hearty  again  to  day  (thank 
God)  and  stronger  which  I  attribute  to  my  often 
taking  refreshment  oftner  than  I  used  to,  of  some¬ 
thing  solid.  Not  so  nervous  by  a  great  deal  for  the 
last  few  Days  but  feel  very  hot,  as  if  I  was  inclined  to 
be  feverish.  Susannah  Field  of  this  Parish  died  this 
Morning.  She  was  almost  always  afflicted  with  fits 
and  was  a  poor  Creature  for  many  Years,  and  had  been 
supported  by  the  Parish  many  Years,  and  till  within 
the  last  four  Years  behaved  tolerably  well,  but  since 
that  time  her  behaviour  had  been  very  indifferent 
indeed,  having  had  a  Bastard-  Child,  and  of  the  most 
consummate  Impudence  &  Pertness  to  the  Parish 
after  it. 

Febry.  22,  Friday.  .  .  .  Fair,  mild,  and  open  Weather 
(thank  God)  all  Day.  The  Water  in  our  Gardens, 
Yards,  and  Well,  never  so  high  before.  The  Well 
Water  was  within  two  Rounds  of  the  Bucket  and  the 
Water  in  the  Dyke  near  the  Well  came  up  to  the  Cod- 
lin  Tree  between  the  Well  and  the  Back-house.  In 
the  little  Slope-Garden  where  the  Filbertt  Trees  are, 
the  Water  was  up  some  Way  the  Wall  near  the  Well. 
The  Water  at  the  other  End  of  it  was  so  high  as  to 
flow  into  the  great  Pond  in  the  Garden.  Even  Water 
appeared  thro’  the  Pavement  in  our  Kitchen  almost 
close  to  the  fire.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Pork  &  Potatoes. 

Febry.  23,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Betty  Dades  Father  called  here 
this  Morning.  Susannah  Field  was  buried  this  After¬ 
noon  in  Weston  Church  Yard  aged  [age  omitted] 
Years.  The  very  cold  Weather  which  we  have  so  long 
felt  is  now  I  hope  about  to  leave  us,  blessed  be  God. 
This  Day,  having  turned  out  mostly  fine  &  mild  Mr. 
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Hambleton  Custance  called  on  us  this  Morn’.  Dinner 
to  da y,  Beef-Steaks  &c.  The  Water  that  hath  of  late 
so  much  overflowed  us,  is  this  day,  much  sunk  to  what 
it  was.  No  Newspapers  &c.  came  to  hand  to  day. 

Febry.  24,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Our  Newspapers  were  brought 
early  this  Morn’  from  the  poor  House  at  Hungate 
where  they  were  left.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston  Church — Mrs.  Custance 
at  Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

Febry.  25,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  called  on  us  soon  after  breakfast,  and  stayed 
with  us  near  two  Hours,  if  not  more.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Beef  Sc  a  rost  Chicken.  Mr.  Maynard  came  into 
the  Yard  just  as  when  Mrs.  Custance  came  to  us,  but 
he  never  came  in.  He  walked  back  again  on  seeing 
the  Coach.  Mr.  H.  Custance  called  on  us,  just  as  Mrs. 
Custance  was  going  home  and  he  went  with  them. 
Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  Hare  this  Morning.  Rather 
unwell  to  day — Spirits  much  depressed  but  (thank 
God)  I  am  as  well  as  I  can  expect.  I  know  I  feel  that 
I  am  much  weaker  and  worse  than  I  appear  to  be. 
Very  nervous  indeed,  Much  better  some  Days  than 
others — this  a  bad  Day. 

Febry.  26,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Ben,  this  Morning,  to  Norwich,  on 
purpose  to  pay  off  two  Bills  for  me,  having  been  wrote 
to  by  the  People,  here  mentioned.  Messrs.  Smith, 
Woolen-Drapers,  and  Forster,  Taylor.  I  told  Ben  to 
take  a  stamp  Receipt  of  each  of  them  in  full  of  all 
Demands  having  done  with  them.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
boiled  Fowl  &  Pork  &  Beef-Steaks.  Ben  returned  about 
4.  o’clock  this  Afternoon  with  proper  Receipts  on  pay¬ 
ing  the  said  Bills.  It  pleased  me  much  on  the  said 
Bills  being  paid  but  the  remembrance  of  their  being 
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sent  me  by  them,  will  not  be  by  me  so  soon  forgot 
having  dealt  with  them  for  at  least  23  Years.  Smith 
the  Mercer  is  a  Presbyterian  and  I  suppose,  Forster, 
the  Taylor,  is  of  the  same  Persuasion.  I  have  now 
done  with  them  for  ever  for  their  late  shabby,  un¬ 
gentleman-like  behaviour.  Fish  at  Norwich  very 
scarce  and  very  dear. 

Feb  27,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  we  had  a  mild  & 
open  Day  of  Weather  tho’  little  or  no  Sunshine.  I 
never  knew  the  Water  in  my  Well  so  high  as  it  was 
this  Morn’  it  was  within  a  Yard  of  the  uppermost  part 
of  the  frame  of  the  Well.  I  could  and  did  touch  [it 
with]  the  Walking  Stick,  scarce  a  Yard  long,  the 
Water  in  my  Well  this  Morn’  never  known  so  high 
before. 

Feb.  28,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Paid  my  Servant,  Benj.  Leggatt  this  Morning 
what  he  paid  for  me  at  Norwich  when  last  there,  viz. 
To  my  Mercer,  Smith,  a  Bill  of  9.  1.0.  To  my  Taylor, 
Forster,  a  Bill  of  3.  18.  11.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c.  Almost  every  thing  in  our  little 
Green-House  killed  this  severe  Winter — Cat-Mint, 
Saxe-frage,  Rosa-semper  vivens,  and  Sedums  only  alive. 
Geraniums,  Fusciahs,  &c.  See.  all  gone  dead.  Very 
mild  day,  tho’  some  soft  Rain  in  the  Afternoon.  I  felt 
very  feverish  and  hot  all  the  Day  long.  Not  so  well 
to  day  as  a  few  Days  back,  though  I  thank  G;  I  feel 
rather  stronger  on  my  Legs. 

March  2,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben,  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  nine  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome, 
for  which,  he  sent  me,  at  13 s/6d  per  Coomb  6.  1.6. 
Ben  returned  about  four  o’clock  this  Afternoon.  Mrs. 
Custance  and  Daughters  came  after  Nancy  about 
1. o’clock  to  dine  with  them  at  Weston-House.  She 

175 


1799 

returned  home  to  Tea  by  6.o’clock.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  Neck  of  Mutton  boiled  &c. 

March  3,  Sunday.  .  .  .  No  Service  at  Weston  Church 
this  Morning  w.  vexed  me  much — Mr.  Cotman  gone 
into  Leicestershire.  Dinner  to  day,  some  Cod-fish 
&  a  Hare  rosted  &c.  Captn.  Custance  &  his  Brother 
Willm.  called  on  us  this  Morning — they  came  walking. 

March  5,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Very  dry,  but  very  cold  indeed. 
Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Gardening, 
very  backward  indeed,  nothing  in  short  shows  any  signs 
of  Vegetation  whatever.  Our  Apricot  Tree — which 
used  to  be  out  in  full  blossom  in  February — has  scarce 
any  appearance  of  bloome  yet,  So  backward  is  every¬ 
thing  in  the  vegetable  State  no  thing  whatever  has 
any  small  Appearance  of  Growth. 

March  7,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  cold  indeed  again  this  Morning  with 
much  Snow  in  the  last  Night — -Ground  quite  covered 
when  we  came  down  Stairs  this  Morning.  I  was  very 
poorly  indeed  to  day,  so  fearful  &  weak.  Very  poor 
Appetite,  in  short  very  unwell.  So  very  cold  again, 
almost  knocks  me  up,  can  scarce  move  about  without 
Assistance  it  so  affects  me.  Dinner  to  day,  Part  of  a 
Neck  of  Veal  boiled  &c.  Reed,  of  Betty  Cary  for  1. 
Coomb  of  Barley  o.  13.  6. 

March  8,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Palmer  (my  Malster)  called 
on  me  this  Morning  respecting  some  London-  News¬ 
papers  that  I  had  of  Mr.  Custances  as  he  is  making 
a  Collection  of  all  he  can  get,  to  send  to  his  Son  1  in 
the  East-Indies.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Pike  &  Cot- 
tage-Pye.  Very  indifferent  indeed  all  the  Day  long. 

March  9,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 

1  George  Custance,  who  eventually  became  a  Lt.-Col.  in  the  East 
India  Company’s  service:  he  died  in  1814. 
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Norwich  with  9.  Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome  at 
Trowse.  I  was  very  weak  and  poorly  all  the  Morning. 
Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit  and  stayed 
with  us  some  time.  As  it  snowed  when  he  went  away 
he  had  one  of  our  Umbrellas.  Ben  returned  about 
5. o’clock  this  Aft. — he  brought  me  Cash  for  my  Wheat 
at  22s/od.  9.  18.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Giblet-Soup  &  a 
rost  Wild-Duck.  I  eat  pretty  well  at  dinner  to  day, 
as  wild  Fowl  is  a  very,  very  great  Rarity  to  us. 

March  10,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Poor  old  Ned  Howes  of  this 
Parish  died  this  Morning,  having  been  ill  some  time 
owing  to  a  fall  from  a  Cart  which  happened  last  Hay¬ 
making  at  Mr.  Emeris’s  where  he  was  at  work. 

March  11,  Monday.  ...  I  had  but  a  very  indifferent 
Night  of  Sleep  last  Night,  very  restless  most  of  the 
Night.  It  might  proceed  from  eating  some  wild  Duck, 
last  night  for  Supper  perhaps.  Our  poor  Neighbour 
and  Washerwoman  name  Downing  very  indifferent  in 
a  kind  of  Flux  which  has  made  her  very  weak,  rather 
better  to  day.  She  has  been  ill  for  3.  or  4.  Days  tho’  so 
near  us,  did  not  hear  of  it  till  this  Morn’.  Sent  her 
some  rost  Turkey  for  her  dinner. 

March  14,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Poor  old  Ned  Howes  was 
buried  this  Afternoon  by  Mr.  Maynard  at  Weston, 
aged  73.  Years.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Chicken  boiled  &  a 
Hare  rosted  See. 

March  15,  Friday.  .  .  .  Snow  with  very  cold  Weather 
still  prevail,  Vegetation  seems  almost  at  a  Stand, 
nothing  scarce  advancing  forward — many  things 
killed.  Dinner  to  day,  Hash-Mutton  &c.  I  thank 
God!  that  my  Strength  &  Spirits  to  day  seem  to  be 
much  better — Not  so  much  fear  on  me.  A  smart 
Frost  again  this  Evening.  So  long  a  Continuance  of 
cold  scarce  ever  known. 
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March  1 6,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Ben  early  to  Norwich  with  io.  Coomb 
of  Barley.  I  privately  named  a  Child  of  Tom  Baker’s 
this  Morning  at  my  House  by  name  Thomas.  Poor 
Infant  looked  as  if  it  could  not  live  long.  Ben  returned 
about  4.  o’clock  this  Afternoon  and  brought  me  Cash 
for  the  Barley  at  13 s/6d.  6.  15.  o.  He  also  brought  a 
Letter  for  Miss  Woodforde  from  her  Aunt  j£  Wood- 
forde  at  Bath  informing  her  that  her  Mother  at  All- 
hampton  is  giving  over  and  cannot  last  much  longer. 
Dinner  to  day,  Calfs  Fry  &  a  rost  Chicken. 

March  17,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morn  at  Weston-Church.  He  was  very  early  at 
Church  rather  before  the  usual  time.  Very  few  People 
at  Church  on  that  Account.  Mr.  Cotman  is  not  liked 
at  all  by  the  Parish.  I  flattered  myself  with  the  hopes 
of  his  giving  Satisfaction  to  the  Parish,  when  I  engaged 
him.  I  now  wish  that  I  had  not  taken  him  for  my 
Curate.  I  thank  God!  that  I  feel  myself  rather 
stronger  for  a  few  Days  past,  than  of  late  I  have  been. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

March  19,  Tuesday.  The  Child  that  I  privately  named 
at  my  House  of  Thos.  Baker’s  died  the  Day  after  and 
was  buried  this  Afternoon  by  Mr.  Maynard  who  called 
on  me  afterwards  about  2.  o’clock.  Dr.  Thorne  called 
on  us  just  before  Dinner.  Dinner  to  day,  Pigg’s  Fry 
&c.  To  a  Foreigner,  Yesterday,  omitted  to  be  put 
down  Yesterday,  for  Pictures  &c.  pd.  o.  8.  6. 

March  20,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
at  home.  Brewed  some  strong  Beer  to  day.  The  cold 
&  severe  Weather  with  daily  Frosts  Se  cold  Winds  from 
N.E.N.  still  continue.  All  the  Vegetable  World  seems 
at  a  Stand.  No  flowers  whatever  but  Crocus’s  Se 
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Snow  Drops  to  be  seen  &  they  not  above  half  open  & 
even  few  of  them.  Beans  &  Peas  scarce  out  of  Ground 
yet  and  what  do  appear  above  Ground  are  very  Yellow 
&  Sickly.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Perch  &  rost  Beef  &c. 
I  seem  to  gain  some  strength  of  late,  ‘thank  God’,  and 
Appetite  indeed  very  good.  My  Spirits  better  and 
fears  less.  I  hope  now  that  I  shall  e’er  long  be  able  to 
use  more  Exercise. 

March  21,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Miss  Woodforde  had  another 
Letter  from  her  Aunt  j£  Woodforde  of  Bath,  an¬ 
nouncing  the  Death  of  Nancy’s  Mother  at  Allhampton 
on  Sunday  Morn’  last  past;  How  she  has  disposed  of 
her  effects,  was  not  mentioned.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas 
Soup  &  rost  Pork  & c.  A  Troop  of  Gipsies  went  thro’ 
the  Parish  to  day.  I  thank  God!  I  continue  tolerably 
well. 

March  22,  G.  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  called  on  me 
this  Morning  before  he  went  to  Weston  Church  to 
read  Prayers  being  Good-Friday.  He  also  wished  to 
leave  the  Curacy  of  Weston  at  the  expiration  of  the 
present  Quarter.  I  cannot  say  that  I  was  displeased 
at  it,  as  he  has  been  rather  too  inattentive  to  duty. 
Dinner  to  day,  Salt  Fish,  Eggs  &  Fritters.  I  was 
rather  a  little  giddy  in  my  Head  to  day  a  little  before 
dinner — but  only  a  few  minutes. 

March  23,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  to 
settle  Accounts  for  me  with  Mr.  Bloome.  I  sent  him 
also  a  State  of  the  Accounts  between  us  and  Mr. 
Bloome’s  Corn-Notes  &  his  Bill  for  Coal  due  from  me 
to  him.  38.  4.  6.  Due  from  Mr.  Bloome  to  me  for 
Corn  65.  8.  6.  Balance  due  to  me  from  D.  Bloome 
27.  4.  o.  Nancy  sent  a  Letter  to  her  Aunt  J5  Wood¬ 
forde  by  him.  I  sent  Ben  on  horseback.  Ben  returned 
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from  Norwich  about  4.  this  Aft.  and  brought 
Cash  from  Mr.  Bloome  on  balance  of 

Accounts  between  us  27.  4.  o. 

that  is,  for  Corn  due  from  him  to  me  65.  8.  6. 

Due  from  me  to  him  for  Coal  38.  4.  6. 

Balance  therefore  as  above  27.  4.  o. 

Ben  brought  a  Letter  for  Nancy  from  her  Brother  Willm. 
of  Gallhampton,  informing  her  of  her  Mother’s  Death 
&c.  and  that  Admiral  Squire  &  Lady  had  made  them  a 
Visit  lately.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Pork  rosted  &c. 
Ben  Reed,  at  Norwich  to  day  for  himself  a  16th  Share 
of  a  Prize  in  the  present  English  Lottery  1  of  twenty 
Pounds 

The  sum  of  1.4.  6. 

The  Share  cost  him  o.  19.  6. 

So  that  he  got  clear,  only  o.  5.0. 

March  26,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  to 
Mr.  Baker  Junr.  of  Cawston  concerning  the  Curacy  of 
Weston.  Mr.  Maynard  dined  &  spent  part  of  the 
Afternoon  with  us,  but  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters 
coming  to  drink  Tea  with  us  unexpected  Mr.  Maynard 
took  French  Leave2  of  us,  tho’  I  pressed  him  to  stay 
and  drink  Tea  with  us  but  wd.  not.  We  had  for  Dinner 
to  day  some  Fish,  Codlings  and  Shrimp-Sauce  &  a 
Turkey  rosted  &c.  Paid  for  the  Fish  this  Morn’  to 
Tim  o.  2.  5.  Mr.  Baker  sent  me  an  Answer  that  he 
would  call  on  me  the  first  Opportunity.  Mrs.  Custance 
&  Daughters  stayed  till  after  8.  o’clock. 

March  27,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Johnny  Reeve  this 
Morn’  for  Rum  &c.  3.15.0.  Betty’s  Father  called  here 
this  Morning.  Nancy’s  Mantua-Maker,  Betty  Bur¬ 
roughs  of  Mattishall-Burgh,  came  this  Morning  early 

1  See  note,  p.  89,  vol.  i. 

1  For  the  phrase  French  Leave  see  foot-note,  p.  99,  vol.  iv. 
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to  our  House,  to  alter  some  Mourning  for  her.  She 
appears  to  be  a  steady,  clever  young  Woman.  She 
breakfasted,  dined,  supped,  &  slept  here.  She  worked 
in  the  Parlour  &  had  a  good  Fire  & c.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  See. 

March  28,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Betty  Burroughs  again  break¬ 
fasted,  dined  See.  Philip  Page  Junr.  of  Attlebridge 
came  here  this  Morning  to  see  the  Hay  weighed  that  I 
had  sold  to  him  some  time  back.  My  Men  &  Boy  assisted, 
as  did  Johnny  Reeve,  &  Harry  Baker.  They  weighed 
one  Ton  which  was  supposed  to  be  one  half  of  that  I 
sold  to  him — in  short  I  might  say  that  the  said  Ton 
was  one  Quarter  of  the  whole  Stack,  but  I  reckon  the 
whole  stack  to  beat  lest  5.  Ton.  However  not  willing  to 
make  any  words  abt.  it  I  complied  with  the  same  not 
giving  more  trouble.  Mr.  Page  had  the  said  Ton 
carried  away  immediately,  but  desired  me  to  let  the 
other  stand  till  some  time  longer,  as  it  would  be  more 
convenient  for  him,  with  which  I  complied.  He 
offered  to  pay  me  immediately  for  the  whole  but  I 
told  him  that  when  he  took  away  the  remaining  Part, 
it  would  then  be  as  well  as  now.  They  all  eat  &  drank 
at  my  House  as  it  took  so  much  time  even  only  one 
Ton,  not  less  than  four  Hours  I  really  believe,  very 
tedious.  Pro  futuro — Cavete  Venditores. 

March  29,  Friday.  .  .  .  Betty  Burroughs  breakfasted, 
dined,  &c.  here  again.  Very  cold  indeed  again  with 
much  Snow,  early.  What  a  dreadful  cold  Winter  have 
we  had  and  so  very  long  and  still  continues  on.  By 
much  the  coldest  and  longest  Winter  I  ever  knew  yet 
I  have  not  had  my  Bed  warmed  during  the  whole 
Winter  tho’  so  long  &  so  cold  an  one.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Pork  &  a  fine  Cock  Turkey  rosted. 

March  30,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Intensely  cold  again  this  Morn’ 
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with  a  very  severe  Frost  with  a  rough  cutting  E.N.E. 
Wind.  It  froze  very  sharp  within  doors,  my  Bason  in 
the  Staircase  Window  above  Stairs,  froze  all  over 
within  two  Hours  after  my  washing  in  the  same  be¬ 
tween  the  Hours  of  nine  &  eleven.  I  dont  know 
whether  this  Morning  &  Day  have  not  been  as  cold  & 
severe  as  any  this  Year  yet.  Betty  Burroughs  left  our 
House  this  Morning  before  Breakfast,  to  go  to  her 
Mother  at  Mattishall  Burgh,  having  work  to  do  at 
home.  I  would  have  her  stay  &  wait  for  a  better  day 
but  she  preferred  going  home,  having  work  to  do  at 
home  before  to  Morrow.  Nancy  paid  her  for  her  3. 
Days  work  0.2.0.  which  I  think  very  reasonable  tho’ 
boarded  here.  Dinner  to  day,  Calfs  Fry  &c.  No 
Newspapers  or  any  thing  else  from  Norwich — My 
Butcher,  Stoughton,  forgetting  the  same  which  was 
very  teasing  &  vexing  to  us  more  particularly  in  these 
distressing  times. 

March  31,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  and  administered  the 
H.  Sacrament  this  Morn’  at  Weston  Church.  Nancy 
had  a  Letter  from  her  Brother  William  this  Morning 
brought  Yesterday  from  Norwich  by  Mr.  Custance 
Servant — a  most  melancholy  one  indeed  to  us,  as  it 
announced  to  us  the  Death  of  our  dear  Friend  my 
dear  Brother  John  Woodforde,  who  died  very  suddenly 
at  Mrs.  Patty  Clarkes  at  Castle-Cary  on  Saturday  last, 
having  come  from  Bath.  He  came  from  Bath  with 
Ralph  Woodforde  on  the  Sunday  before,  Ralph 
coming  from  Allhampton  on  the  Death  of  his  Mother 
— Ralph  being  executor.  I  sincerely  pity  poor  Mrs. 
Woodforde  my  poor  Brothers  Wife  for  so  dreadful  a 
shock  &  not  being  with  him  at  the  time. 

April  2,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Bitter  cold  again  to  day,  hard 
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Frost,  but  less  Wind.  There  being  but  few  sound 
Turnips,  the  poor  Stock  such  as  Bullocks,  Cows, 
Sheep  &c.  are  shockingly  distressed,  few  Farmers  have 
scarce  anything  to  give  them.  Scarce  ever  known  such 
distressed  times  for  Stock  of  all  kinds,  nothing  growing, 
no  vegetation,  every  thing  almost  dead  in  the  gardens, 
Beans  &  Peas  &c.  almost  all  gone  dead.  It  is  grievous  to 
behold  how  every  Vegetable  is  hurt — Not  even  a 
Daisy  or  any  kind  of  flower  seen.  What  dismal,  dreary 
Aspect  have  we  at  present. 

April  3,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  severe  Frosts  still  con¬ 
tinue,  bitter  cold  indeed.  Every  kind  of  Vegetable 
almost  destroyed  by  the  Frost.  Turnips  all  froze — 
alas  poor  Stock.  Peas  &  Beans,  sown  in  Gardens, 
almost  all  gone.  Such  severe,  cold  Weather  of  so  long 
continuance  was  scarce  known  in  the  Memory  of  Man. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Veal  &  Pork  &  a  rosted  Duck. 

April  4,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Weather  near  the  same  as  Yester¬ 
day  but  more  Wind  and  that  very  cutting  indeed — 
some  Sun  to  day.  Very  hard  Frost  all  the  whole  Day. 
The  Pond  in  the  Garden  covered  entirely  with  Ice  all 
the  whole  Day  long  altho’  we  had  some  Sun.  The  Air 
as  cold  &  cutting  as  we  have  had  yet.  All  kind  of 
Garden-Stuff,  except  Potatoes  that  have  been  well 
covered  and  in  ground,  are  almost  all  gone  dead; 
Potatoes  that  have  been  dug  up,  tho’  kept  in  house  are 
allmost  all  froze  &  useless.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef, 
&c.  Tho’  the  Weather  still  continues  so  severely  cold, 
I  endure  it  much  better  than  I  could  expect  under  my 
weak  State — No  warm’d  Bed.  Am  better  (thank  God) 
than  I  could  have  expected  and  bear  the  late  &  present 
severe  cold  Weather  far  better  that  I  had  any  reason  to 
expect.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c. 

April  6,  Saturday.  .  .  .  The  Weather  this  Morning  rather 
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milder,  but  very  dark,  damp  and  cold  nevertheless  & 
very  dirty.  Dinner  to  day,  Mutton  Soup  &  cold  rost 
Beef  &c.  My  Butcher  Man,  Peter,  brought  our  News 
for  us. 

April  8,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Howlett  called  on  me  this 
Morning  for  leave  to  have  some  Sheep  in  the  Church- 
Yard  for  a  little  time,  being  greatly  distressed  for  food. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Pork  boiled  & c.  Phillip  Page 
of  Attlebridge  called  on  me  this  Afternoon  and  paid 
me  for  the  three  Ton  of  Hay  I  lately  sold  to  him  at 
3s/od  per  Hundred  the  Sum  of  9.  o.  o. 

April  9,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Sister 
Lady  Bacon  made  us  a  morning  Visit,  and  gave  Nancy 
a  morning  airing  in  her  Coach  for  about  an  Hour. 
We  brewed  a  Barrell  of  common  Beer  to  day.  To  a 
Fisherman  by  name  (Went)  for  a  Pike  pd.  o.  1.  3. 
Dinner  to  day,  The  above  Pike  rosted  See.  Had  the 
Heart-burn  a  good  deal  this  Afternoon  which  I  can 
attribute  to  no  other  Cause  than  to  the  Sause  which  I 
made  use  of  to  my  Fish,  viz,  Anchovy  Sauce,  Walnut 
Pickle  &  melted  Butter.  I  am  in  great  hopes  that  the 
Weather  is  getting  more  favourable.  Some  Sun  to  day, 
tho’  cold  Stormy  &  windy,  and  the  Barometer  very 
low.  Very  trying  Weather  and  very  penetrating, 
Rheumatic  Pains  felt  strongly  to  day.  It  affected  my 
weak  Side  very  much,  so  Stiff.  To  Nancy  for  her 
fat  Pigg  1.  11.  6. 

April  10,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  wet  and  damp  but 
warmer.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Pork  &  Potatoes  Sec. 
Thank  God  I  continue  tolerably  well  in  health  can 
eat,  drink  &  slept  well,  but  very  fearfull. 

April  13,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Betty’s  Father,  Willm.  Dade, 
called  here  this  Morn’.  I  am  in  great  hopes  now  of 
our  soon  enjoying  more  pleasant  Weather  and  warmer. 
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than  we  have,  of  a  long,  very  long  time  experienced. 
The  Morning  very  cheery  tho’  cold  Air.  Sent  Ben  to 
Norwich  this  Morning  with  io.  Coomb  of  Barley  to 
Bloome  at  Norwich.  He  returned  about  5.  o’clock 
this  Aft.  and  brought  me  back  for  my  Barley,  in  Cash 
&c.  at  i5s/od.  7.  10.  o. 

April  14,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston  Church — None  from 
Weston  H.  there.  Ben  went  to  Crownthorpe  this 
Morning,  but  returned  home  to  dinner,  he  went  on 
his  own  Account.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted  &c. 
Tho’  fair  to  day,  yet  bitter  cold  Wind. 

April  16,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Poor  old  Roger  Sherwood  to  thresh  for  me  in 
the  Place  of  Robt.  Downing  whom  I  was  obliged  to 
turn  off  on  Account  of  his  bad  threshing.  Dinner  to 
day,  a  fryed  Pig  &c.  A  dry  pleasant  Day,  but  the  Air 
cool  nevertheless.  Vegetation  very  slow  and  will  I 
suppose  continue  till  the  Wind  changes  from  the  E. 
Qr.  where  it  has  been  for  a  long,  very  long  time.  We 
walked  out  a  good  while  this  Morning  in  the  Garden, 
The  Weather  being  more  favourable.  Mr.  Custance 
sent  us  a  Cucumber. 

April  17,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  I  felt  purely 
strong  to  day,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  that  I 
have  some  Fever  lurking  about  me  as  at  times  I  feel, 
very  hot  and  some  time  After  altogether  as  cold.  In 
the  Morn’  am  generally  cold  &  weak  &  faint.  In  the 
Afternoon,  soon  after  Dinner  I  get  much  hotter  and 
feel  rather  feverish,  but  less  fearfull.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Saddle  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

April  18,  Thursday.  ...  A  good  deal  of  Thunder  to  day 
with  Hail  &  Rain  and  nevertheless  very  cold  indeed 
and  stormy.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her  Cousin, 
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Jane  Grove,  dated  from  Shrewton  in  Dorsetshire,  to 
which  Place,  they  have  very  lately  removed,  having  let 
Cole  Place  to  one  James  of  Bruton  on  a  Lease  of  twenty 
one  Years — Farewell!  adieu — S: — .  My  Nephew 
Willm.  Woodforde  will  I  hope  thrive  &  prosper  &  his 
Family — Pray  God!  bless  them.  Dinner  to  day, 
broiled  breast  of  Veal  &  Apple  Dumplins. 

April  19,  Friday.  ...  To  a  poor  old  Sailor  gave  this 
Morning  o.  o.  6.  I  delivered  this  Morning  my  Income 
Tax-Paper  to  Js.  Pegg  in  which  I  have  charged  myself 
20 £  per  Ann.1  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Fowl  &  a 
Tongue  &c.  Very  wet  all  the  day  long,  but  not  very 
cold.  Thank  God!  am  not  quite  so  nervous  or  fearfull 
as  I  was  some  time  back  but  Spirits  poorly. 

April  20,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Miss  Woodforde  had  a  long  Letter 
from  her  Brother  William  Woodforde  of  Gallhampton 
brought  from  Weston-House  by  one  of  Mr.  C.’s 
Servants.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Souce  &  a  Fowl  rosted 
See.  It  is  most  dreary  Weather  for  the  Farmers,  they 
can  do  little  or  nothing  with  the  Plough,  the  Land 
being  so  very  wet.  Barley  sowing  scarce  any.  William 
informed  us  that  Miss  Hussey  was  the  Person  that  was 
married  to  Baker  in  London  so  that  Cake  we  had 
came  from  thence.  Her  Uncle  and  Aunt  Webb  are 
very  angry  with  her  for  it.  They  have  been  very  great 
Friends  to  her  and  have  been  to  her  always  (and  with 
whom  she  has  almost  all  her  Life  lived)  like  a  Father 
and  Mother.  I  think  it  very  ungrateful  in  her  indeed. 

1  Pitt’s  preliminary  income-tax  attempt  (see  foot-note  to  entry  for 
Dec.  3, 1797)  having  failed  to  produce  the  expected  results,  he  repealed  the 
Triple  Assessment,  and  in  January  of  this  year  (1799)  introduced  a  direct 
tax  on  income  from  all  sources.  Incomes  under  £ 60  were  exempt,  between 
£60  and  £200  charged  at  various  rates,  and  at  £200  upwards  at  the  full 
charge  of  io  per  cent.  The  actual  yield  for  1799  was  just  over  £6,000,000 
(see  Dowell’s  History  of  Taxation,  vol.  iii,  pp.  92-8). 
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April  21,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  Dinner 
to  day,  Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Very  cold  Weather 
still  prevails.  Scarce  any  thing  gets  forwards  in  vegeta¬ 
tion.  The  Lands  are  so  wet  that  Farmers  cannot 
plow  their  Lands  for  their  Barley  &c.  as  yet.  Pray 
God!  send  us  more  favourable  Weather.  I  find  myself 
not  quite  so  well  to  day.  Spirits  more  depressed  and 
rather  weaker. 

April  22,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
h[ome].  Betty  Dade,  my  head  Maid,  went  early  this 
Morning  in  Johnny  Reeves  Cart  to  Melton  to  meet  her 
Father  there,  and  from  thence  she  is  to  go  with  her 
Father  into  Suffolk  to  see  a  Mr.  Donne,  Farmer,  at 
Tattington  near  Ipswich  whose  Son  was  to  have 
married  Betty,  but  he  dying  before  it  took  Place,  the 
Father  have  always  taken  great  Notice  of  her  & 
Family.  He  having  been  of  late  very  bad  and  but  little 
hopes  of  his  ever  getting  well  again,  is  very  desirous  of 
seeing  Betty  once  more.  She  is  to  be  from  home  three 
Nights  &  four  Days.  Sally’s  Brother,  Willm.  Gunton, 
called  on  her  this  Morn’,  He  is  still  in  the  Norfolk 
Militia.  He  looked  very  well  indeed,  he  is  now  a 
Serjeant.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Calfs  Head  See.  Nancy 
busy  to  day  in  answering  her  Brother  Willm.  Wood- 
fordes  Letter.  Rather  low-spirited  to  day,  all  Family 
Affairs  in  the  Country  contrary  to  my  desire  or  wish 
and  those  People  which  ought  to  be  Friends  by  blood 
turn  out  the  greatest  Enemies  on  Earth. 

April  23,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Harry  Baker  Carpenter,  and  his 
Man,  John  Bayes,  at  work  for  me  to  day  in  repairing 
Gate  Harks.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  I  thank 
God!  am  rather  stronger  than  I  was.  Appetite  pretty 
good  &  not  quite  so  nervous.  Sally’s  Brother  called 
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here  this  Morning  to  take  leave  of  her,  as  he  is  going 
away  in  the  Afternoon.  Nancy  sent  a  Letter  by  him 
to  her  Brother  Willm.  to  be  put  into  the  Post-Office 
at  Norwich. 

April  27,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  with  nine 
Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr,  Bloome  at  Norwich.  He 
returned  about  6.  o’clock  this  Evening  with  News 
Papers  &c.  Reed,  by  him  a  Letter  from  my  Sister 
Clarke  in  Town  respecting  Family  Concerns,  as  did 
my  Niece  a  Letter  from  her  Brother  Sami,  in  London, 
respecting  my  late  Brother  Heighes  Woodforde  Estate 
in  Sussex  which  he  gave  to  his  Children  Nancy, 
William  &  Samuel.  On  the  Death  of  their  late  un¬ 
natural  Mother,  it  now  comes  to  them.  Not  so  well  to 
day  as  I  could  wish.  Ben  returned  about  6.  o’clock  this 
Evening  and  brought  me  Cash  for  the  Wheat  at 
26s/ od.  11.  14.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c. 

April  28,  Sunday.  .  .  .  There  was  no  Duty  at  Weston 
Church  this  Morning  Mr.  Cotman  not  coming  which 
is  behaving  very  unhandsome  towards  me.  Dinner 
to  day,  Cod-Fish  boiled  &  a  rost  Fowl.  Not  quite  so 
well  to  day,  rather  hurried.  Mr.  Corbould  called  here 
about  2.  o’clock  this  Afternoon  and  eat  some  cold  Ham 
&c.  He  stayed  about  an  Hour  with  us  and  then  went  to 
Ling  to  read  Prayers  &  Preach  there  for  Mr.  Sutcliffe 
who  has  the  care  of  Ling  Church  during  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Anson. 

April  29,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  an  early 
Morning  Visit.  I  made  a  new  Will  this  Morning,  and 
had  it  signed,  sealed  &  delivered  before  proper 
Witnesses  before  I  went  to  bed  to  Night.  Mr.  Cus- 
tance  made  us  a  long  Visit  this  Morning.  Dinner  to 
day,  Loin  of  Veal  &c.  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  to 
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Bakers  at  Cawston  respecting  Weston  Curacy,  he 
returned  by  Dinner  &  brought  me  Word  that  I  should 
hear  from  him  or  of  him  to  Morrow  Morning  by  Mr. 
Dade,  Nephew  of  the  Dean  of  Norwich,  and  who 
applied  for  the  Curacy  of  Weston  some  time  back  by 
Mrs.  Bodham.  Rather  poorly  to  day,  giddy  and  low- 
spirited. 

April  30,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  called  on  me  this  Morning  and  in¬ 
formed  me  that  Mr.  Baker  would  some  time  this  Week 
inform  me  whether  he  would  take  the  Curacy  of 
Weston  or  not,  he  being  a  Candidate  for  some  Prefer¬ 
ment  now  vacant  at  Bury,  and  is  supposed  to  succeed 
in  the  same.  Young  Dade  went  from  my  House  to 
Mattishall  to  Mrs.  Bodhams,  it  being  Mattishall 
Gaunt  to  day.  In  case  Mr.  Baker  goes  to  Bury  I  made 
Dade  an  offer  of  the  Curacy  of  Weston,  but  he  rather 
stood  off  said  it  was  a  great  Way  from  Boston  where  he 
boards  at  present  &  is  Curate  there.  Very  poorly  to 
day  indeed,  weak  &  very  low.  I  never  was  more 
oppressed  in  Spirits  &c.  than  at  this  present  writing — 
May  better  times  arrive.  Dinner  to  day,  Mince-Veal 
&c. 

May  1,  Wednesday.  ...  I  am  but  very  poorly  indeed  this 
Morning.  Mr.  Maynard  married  John  Grant  and 
Winfred  Budery  this  Morning  by  Licence  at  Weston 
Church — a  forced  Match.1  Mr.  Maynard  dined  & 
spent  the  Aft.  with  us.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled 
Chicken  and  Pork  &  a  piece  of  rost  Beef  &  a  Damson 
Pudding.  I  was  very  unwell  all  the  Day  long— faint, 
weak,  and  Spirits  very  low  indeed. 

May  2,  Thursday.  . .  .  Very  weak  &  faint  all  the  Day  long, 
no  Appetite.  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morn’  for  Land 

1  See  vol.  ii,  pp.  297-9  foot-note. 
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Tax  &  other  Taxes  &  Cavalry  14.  9.  7.1  Could  not  come 
down  Stairs  this  Morning  without  Assistance  and  then 
poorly.  I  have  not  been  so  ill  some  time  before. 
Dinner  to  day,  Mince  Veal  &  cold  rost  Beef  &c.  I  was 
a  little  matter  better  abt.  bed  time. 

May  5,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church — none 
from  Weston-House. 

May  6,  Monday.  .  .  .  Sold  to  Mr.  Girling,  sixteen 
Hundred  of  Hay,  he  being  greatly  distressed  for  Food 
[for]  his  Sheep  and  Cattle,  the  Season  continuing  on 
so  very  cold  and  wet,  that  Nothing  grows  scarce  yet. 
No  Hay  almost  to  be  got  for  Love  or  Money.  Mr. 
Girling  is  to  give  me  4 s/6d  per  Hundred  so  that  he 
owes  me  for  the  above  Hay  3.  12.  o.  Dinner  to  day, 
Leg  of  Mutton  boiled  &  Capers  &c.  I  was  finely  to 
day  and  made  an  excellent  Dinner  on  the  Mutton. 
Saw  the  first  Swallow. 

May  7,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mem:  The  Planet  Mercury’s  transit  over  the 
disk  of  the  Sun,  for  seven  hours,  this  Morning  began 
at  12.  o’clock  at  Noon.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef-Steaks  &c. 
Mrs.  Custance  with  her  eldest  Daughter  came  walking 
to  our  House  this  Afternoon  and  they  drank  Tea  with 
us.  Mr.  Custance  came  to  us  about  half  an  Hour 
before  they  went  away.  He  came  on  foot.  The  Coach 
came  about  8.  o’clock  and  they  all  went  home  in  the 
same. 

May  9,  Thursday.  .  .  .  The  Weather  is  now  quite  altered, 
exceeding  pleasant  and  fine  springing  Weather.  I  was 
finely  to  day  and  out  a  good  deal  in  the  Morning  in  my 
Garden  as  was  Nancy  in  the  green-FIouse,  rather  too 
long  there  as  she  was  taken  ill  in  the  Cholic  just  before 
1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  April  24,  1798,  preceding. 
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dinner  scarce — but  by  giving  her  plenty  of  Port  Wine, 
it  cured  her.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  called  on  us 
this  Morning. 

May  ii,  Saturday.  . . .  Rack’d  off  my  Cyder  this  Morning 
and  very  fine  and  good  indeed  it  was,  but  rough.  .  .  . 

May  12,  Sunday,  Whit-Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined, 
&c.  again  at  home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  & 
administered  the  H.  Sacrament  this  Morning  at 
Weston-Church  being  Whit-Sunday.  Mrs.  Custance 
at  Church.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  called  on  us  after 
Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr. 
Dade,  Nephew  of  the  present  Dean  of  Norwich1  and 
who  at  present  resides  at  Boston,  called  on  me  this 
Afternoon,  just  after  Dinner,  concerning  Weston 
Curacy.  He  stayed  abt.  an  Hour.  I  would  have  had 
him  eat  some  thing  but  wd.  not. 

May  13,  Monday.  .  .  . 

Paid  Ben  this  Morn’  for  divers  things  4.  1.  3. 

Reed,  of  ditto  for  1.  Coomb  of  Wheat 

sold  to  Roger  Sherwood  1.  6.  o. 

Reed,  of  do.  for  1.  Bshl  of  Barley  to 

Clarke  3. 9. 

This  being  Whit-Monday  there  were  merry  doings  at 
Weston — Red-Heart  Inn  by  J£  Reeves.  Dinner  to 
day,  Beef  Steaks  and  Skaite.  My  Maid,  Sally  Gunton, 
had  leave  to  go  and  see  her  Friends  at  Hockering,  and 
to  be  out  all  Night. 

May  14,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Gave  to  Willm.  Large  for  the  Purse  Club 
o.  10. 6.  There  was  no  perambulation  of  the  Club,  this 
Year,  as  the  Farmers  would  not  give  any  thing. 
Dinner  to  day,  mince  Veal  &  Calfs  Heart  broiled. 
Very  dull,  dark,  damp,  and  very  cold  Day  for  this 

1  Dr.  Turner. 
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Season  of  the  Year.  No  Sun!  No  pleasure,  all  Nature 
and  all  People  seem  to  partake  of  a  languid  unhappy, 
restless  State.  Pray  God!  better  and  happier  Times 
may  e’er  long  succeed  &  Peace  once  more  restored. 
Sally  returned  home  this  Evening  from  her  Frolic 
at  her  Aunts  at  Hockering. 

May  15,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Harry  Baker,  Carpenter, 
for  Work  1.  19.  7.  He  charged  me  more  per  Day  than 
he  used  to  do  for  which  I  was  not  well  pleased  with 
him  as  it  was  shabby  in  him  not  to  mention  it  before. 
Reed,  of  Harry  Case  for  f  a  Hndrd  of  Hay  o.  2.  3. 
Dinner  to  day  a  rosting  Pig  &c.  I  was  not  quite  so 
well  to  day,  as  I  could  wish  rather  fluttered  and  timid 
&  weak. 

May  16,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Young  Stephen  Andrews  was 
married  this  Morning  by  Licence  and  by  Mr.  Maynard 
at  Weston-Church,  to  Susannah  Bray,  late  Servant 
Maid  and  a  very  good  one  to  old  Mrs.  Clarke,  Mother 
of  Wife  of  Michl.  Andrews.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  me 
after  the  Ceremony.  Mrs.  Custance  and  Daughter 
made  us  a  long  Morning  Visit — stayed  till  near  2. 
o’clock.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Pork  &c.  Mr. 
Maynard  was  here  with  Mrs.  Custance. 

May  17,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit.  Henry  Hobart,  one  of  the  Members  for  the 
City  of  Norwich,  died  at  Bath  the  beginning  of  this 
present  Week.  He  had  been  long  ill.  He  was  a 
pleasant  agreable  Man.1  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  & c. 

May  18,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ling  called  on  us 
this  Morn’  stayed  about  half  an  Hour,  drank  some 
Table-Beer,  and  then  returned  as  he  came  on  foot, 
having  lately  lost  his  Horse.  I  was  very  faint  and  weak 
1  See  foot-note,  vol.  ii,  p.  125. 
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this  Morning,  and  what  is  still  worse,  very,  very 
fearful  and  timorous,  afraid  of  being  left  alone.  Sent 
Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with  seven  Coomb  of 
Wheat  and  three  Coomb  of  Oats  to  Mr.  Bloome.  He 
returned  about  6.  o’clcok  this  Evening  and  brought 
me  Cash  for  the  Corn,  viz, 

For  the  Wheat  at  3os/od.  io.  io.  o. 

For  the  Oats  at  is/od.  2.  8.  o. 

Total  reed,  of  him  for  both  12.  18.  o. 

Dinner  to  day,  Part  of  the  Neck  of  Veal  boiled  &c. 

May  19,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  us  this  Morning.  Mr. 
Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston  Church.  Dinner  to  day,  a  fore  Qr.  of  Famb 
rosted  &c.  I  was  hot  &  feverish  this  Morning  and 
which  I  told  the  Doctor,  but  nevertheless  he  recom¬ 
mended  Port  Wine — and  also  the  same  to  my  Niece 
who  has  been  unwell  lately. 

May  20,  Monday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Mr. 
Thorne  at  Mattishall  after  some  Medicine  for  myself 
and  Niece.  We  begun  taking  of  the  same,  some  time 
after  his  return.  Mine  was  chiefly  Huxoms  Tincture 
and  Bark.  I  took  for  the  first  time  about  11.  o’clock, 
some  4.  Pills,  of  Camphire  &  Rhubarb,  taken  in  Port 
Wine,  after  that  2.  Tea  Spoonfuls  of  Huxoms  Tincture 
put  into  3.  Table  Spoonfuls  of  Bark  Decoction.  What 
I  took  of  my  Physick  made  me  very  flighty  for  a  great 
while  after  taking  it — flying  so  much  to  my  Head,  but 
in  the  Evening  found  myself  much  more  composed 
and  better  for  it.  The  Dr.  ordered  me  to  take  it 
three  times  a  Day  but  it  affected  my  Head  so  much 
after  taking  it  only  once,  that  I  took  it  only  twice  to 
day.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 

May  23,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
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home.  Paid  John  Reeve  this  Morn’  a  Bill  of  2.  19.  6. 
My  Physick  made  me  rather  flighty  to  day.  Dinner 
to  day,  cold  Lamb  &  Sallad  & c.  By  this  Days  News, 
the  Austrians  have  very  lately  had  a  bloody  Battle 
with  the  French  and  that  the  Austrians  had  been 
victorious.1  We  had  it  from  Weston  House.  Cold, 
windy  Day,  vegetation  very  sluggish. 

May  25,  Saturday.  ...  I  was  rather  poorly  this  Morning 
soon  after  Nancy  was  gone  to  make  Mrs.  Custance,  a 
Visit.  Briton  walked  with  Nancy  to  Weston  House. 
She  returned  home  to  Dinner.  I  was  but  very  poorly 
all  the  whole  Day.  Miss  Woodforde  had  a  Letter  this 
Evening  from  Mrs.  Baker  of  London  late  Miss  Hussey 
mostly  concerning  my  not  answering  my  Sister 
Clarke’s  Letter  to  me  late  received.  Jane  Woodforde 
&  her  Sister  Sophia  White  both  in  London  to  see  their 
Mother  &  Brother  and  have  been  for  some  time  there. 
The  Election  of  a  Member  for  Norwich  comes  on 
Monday  next,  there  are  two  Candidates,  a  Mr.  Frere 
and  Mr.  Fellowes  of  Shottisham.  It  is  said  there  will 
be  a  strong  Contest.  I  hope  Mr.  Frere  2  will  get  it  as  he 
is  a  true  Constitutional  Man  if  report  says  true.  Din¬ 
ner  to  day,  Calfs  Chaldron  or  Jinn. 

May  26,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Cotman  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 

1  Stimulated  by  a  variety  of  circumstances — French  aggression  in 
Switzerland  and  Southern  Italy,  Nelson’s  overwhelming  victory  of  the 
Nile,  and  Pitt’s  subsidies,  the  Second  Coalition  came  into  being  in  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1798-9.  An  Austrian  Army  defeated  the  French  at 
Magnano  on  April  5,  and  the  Russians  under  Suvorov  entered  Milan  on 
April  28. 

2  John  Frere  (1740-1807)  of  Roydon  Hall,  Norfolk,  was  a  good  scholar 
and  antiquary,  2nd  Wrangler,  Fellow  of  Trinity,  and  a  F.R.S.  He  was 
duly  elected  M.P.  for  Norwich  in  the  contest  here  referred  to  by  the 
Diarist  (see  also  entries  for  May  27  and  28).  He  was  the  father  of  John 
Hookham  Frere,  and  grandfather  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  (see  D.N.B.). 
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Afternoon  at  Weston  Church  for  the  last  time  as  he 
leaves  the  Curacy  this  Day  of  Weston.  He  called  on 
me  (by  my  desire)  this  Afternoon  and  I  paid  him  for 
his  last  half  Year’s  Curacy,  before  Miss  Woodforde 
the  sum  of  15.  o.  o.  in  full  of  every  demand  from  me  to 
him.  He  drank  a  Glass  of  Port  Wine  and  soon  left  us. 
Young  Mr.  Dade  (who  is  to  succeed  Mr.  Cotman  in 
the  Curacy  of  Weston)  called  on  me  also  this  After¬ 
noon,  and  informed  me  that  he  would  enter  upon  the 
Curacy  of  Weston  by  my  desire  on  Sunday  next,  and 
therefore  will  read  Prayers  and  Preach  at  Weston- 
Church  on  Sunday  morning  next — to  begin  at  a  Qr. 
before  Eleven.  When  Duty  in  the  Afternoon  at  Qr. 
before  three.  Mr.  Dade  drank  a  Glass  of  Port  Wine 
whilst  here.  Dinner  to  day  a  Calfs  Head  boiled  & 
Pork  & c.  I  was  pretty  well  to  day,  not  so  very  nervous. 
Young  Baker  of  Cawston  was  to  have  succeeded 
Cotman  in  my  Church  as  Curate,  but  was  very  lately 
preferred  to  a  Readers  Place  at  Bury.  I  cannot  say 
that  I  am  very  sorry  for  it,  as  of  late  I  heard  that  Dr. 
Baker  and  whole  Family  are  very  violent  Democrats 
indeed. 

May  27,  Monday.  .  .  .  Willm.  Dade,  Betty’s  Father,  here 
this  Morning.  Election  at  Norwich  to  day  for  a 
Member  for  Norwich  in  the  Room  of  Mr.  Hobart 
deceased.  There  are  two  Canditates,  a  Mr.  Freare 
and  a  Mr.  Fellowes  of  Shottisham.  I  hope  the  former 
will  get  it  as  he  is  a  Well-Wisher  to  Government. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

May  28,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Freare  got  his  Election  at 
Norwich  .  .  . 

May  29,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Sold  a  Sow  and  1 1.  young  Pigs 
to  my  Butcher  this  Morning  for  which  he  is  to  give 
me  what  he  thinks  to  be  their  value  upon  honour. 
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May  31,  Friday.  ...  I  was  but  poorly  to  day,  a  great 
weakness  inwardly  which  I  take  proceeds  from  too 
great  depression  of  Spirits  from  many  divers  Family 
Losses  and  the  unpleasant  Prospect  of  things  on  that 
Account.  Dinner  to  day,  Part  of  a  Rump  of  Beef 
boiled  &c. 

June  1,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Briton  to  Norwich  this  Morning  with  my 
little  old  Cart  after  divers  things,  he  came  home  about 
7.  o’clock  this  Evening.  Dinner  to  day,  Pigs  Fry  & 
Beef  Steak  Pye.  Briton  heard  when  he  was  at  Norwich 
that  Mr.  Priest  of  Reepham  died  last  Wednesday.  It 
was  also  on  the  Norwich  Paper  we  had. 

Jne  2,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  entered  upon  the  Curacy  of  Weston 
this  Morning,  and  he  read  Prayers  &  Preached  & 
christened  a  Child  at  Weston-Church  and  he  was 
much  esteemed  by  all  that  heard  him.  Mrs.  Custance 
was  at  Church  as  was  my  Niece  and  spoke  much  in  his 
favour  indeed.  I  am  very  glad  that  he  gives  such 
Satisfaction.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Bullocks  Heart  rosted 
&c.  I  was  very  poorly  indeed  all  the  Morning,  got 
rather  better  towards  the  Evening. 

June  3,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  weak  indeed  when  I  got  up  this  Morn’ 
obliged  to  have  some  help — rather  better  by  Noon. 
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Which  I  paid  him  on  settling  Accounts.  Mr.  Sudbury 
of  Norwich,  Upholster,  called  on  me  this  Morning,  by 
my  Desire,  and  I  paid  him  a  Bill  for  Work  done  for  me 
in  1796  1.  9.  o.  He  had  been  doing  some  Work  at 
Weston-House.  I  asked  him  to  dine  here  but  wanted 
to  get  back  to  Norwich  to  his  home  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible. 

June  6,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Rather  weak  to  day,  especially  in  the  Morning, 
also  very  fearful  &  nervous.  Mrs.  Custance  and  Daugh¬ 
ters  made  us  an  early  and  long  Visit  this  Morning,  they 
came  walking  being  fine  Weather.  They  were  here  by 
11.  o’clock  and  stayed  till  one  with  us.  Just  as  they 
were  going  away  Mrs.  Bodham  and  Niece  Anne  Donne 
called  on  us,  and  they  stayed  and  dined  and  drank 
Tea  with  us.  We  gave  them  but  a  plain  dinner  as  we 
knew  nothing  of  their  coming,  or  else  would  have 
given  a  better  one — but  they  were  pleased.  Our 
Dinner  was  only,  the  Scrag  end  of  a  Neck  of  Veal 
boiled  and  Pork  and  Greens,  a  Norfolk  light  Pudding, 
&  a  rost  Fowl  with  some  Asparagus.  Sitting  so  very 
long  to  day,  made  me  quite  stiff,  tho’  I  did  not  feel 
myself  more  nervous  for  it  and  made  a  very  good 
dinner  also.  Mrs.  Bodham  &  Niece  left  us  about  7.  in 
the  Evening.  Mrs.  Bodham  brought  Nancy  a  great 
many  cuttings  of  very  curious  Greenhouse  Plants 
which  was  very  kind  of  her. 

June  7,  Friday.  ...  It  being  very  warm  this  Morning 
I  was  very  weak  and  faint  after  walking  very  little. 
Mr.  Sudbury  of  Norwich  called  on  me  again  this 
Morning  and  brought  me  some  Fish  wch.  was  very 
kind  of  him.  He  drank  a  Glass  of  Wine  with  me,  but 
could  not  stay  to  dinner.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled 
Tongue  &  a  Fowl  &c.  Nancy  very  busy  all  the 
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Morning  in  planting  out  some  Cuttings  of  Flowering 
Shrubs. 

June  8,  Saturday.  ...  I  was  finely  to  day,  thank  God, 
than  what  I  have  been  for  some  days  past.  Appetite 
much  better.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Codling  & 
hashed  B.  Heart  &c.  A  most  heavenly  Day,  all 
Vegetation  in  the  quickest  growth  and  in  the  most 
flourishing  State.  Our  News  Papers  did  not  come  to 
day  at  all. 

June  io,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning.  To  a 
Man  of  Shearingham  by  name  Hull  for  six  small 
Crabs  paid  him  o.  I.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  a  small  Leg  of 
Mutton  rosted  and  remarkably  fine  flavoured — Scotch 
Mutton.  Mr.  Custance  called  on  us  in  his  Evenings 
Walk  about  7.  o’clock  &  spent  an  Hour  with  us. 
Michael  Andrews  Wife  has  met  with  a  very  bad  Fall 
and  very  dangerously  strained  her  Ancle.  Washing 
Week  with  us  this  Week.  We  wash  every  five  Weeks.1 
Our  present  Washerwomen  are  Anne  Downing  and 
Anne  Richmond.  Washing  and  Ironing  generally  take 
us  four  Days.  The  Washerwomen  breakfast  and  dine 
the  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  have  each  one  Shilling 
on  their  going  away  in  the  Evening  of  Tuesday.  Mr. 
Custance  brought  us  great  News,  that  the  French  had 
been  entirely  driven  out  of  Italy  by  the  Austrians  & 
vast  Numbers  of  them  had  been  killed  and  taken 
Prisoners  in  the  late  battles.2 

June  13,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 

1  See  foot-note,  p.  320,  vol.  iv. 

2  The  reference  is  to  the  victorious  campaign  of  the  Austrian  and 
Russian  forces  in  Northern  Italy.  The  Allies  entered  Milan  on  April  28,  and 
Turin  on  May  27,  and  shut  up  the  French  in  Genoa.  The  French  were  not, 
however,  entirely  expelled  from  Italy  till  November,  the  decisive  battles 
being  Suvorov’s  victory  at  Novi  (Aug.  15)  and  Melas’  at  Genola  (Nov.  4). 
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home.  I  was  very  much  hurried  this  Morning  about 
the  Key  of  my  Book-Case  being  put  away  by  me  after 
using  it,  not  being  put  in  its  usual  Place  tho’  not  a 
foot  off  from  it  in  the  Desk — but  I  mistook  that  Key 
for  another.  Mr.  Priest  of  Norwich  with  his  Son 
John  &  Wife  and  their  eldest  Son  came  to  my  House 
this  Morning  in  a  Norwich  Chaise  and  they  dined, 
spent  the  Afternoon,  drank  Tea  and  returned  for 
Norwich  about  7.  o’clock.  I  paid  Mr.  Priest  Senr.  this 
Morning  a  Bill  for  Wine  &c.  from  the  1st  Sepbr.  97 
to  June  13th.  99.  28.  18.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef 
and  a  plumb  Pudding  and  a  Cucumber,  the  first 
cut  this  Season.  Very  little  Sunshine  indeed  for  the 
Season.  Grass  for  Cattle  very  scarce  and  very  short.  It 
is  dry,  but  a  cold  N.N.E.  Wind  prevails  much.  All 
kinds  of  Vegetables  very  scarce  and  dear.  Our  Peas  are 
but  just  now  in  bloom.  Scarce  ever  known  so  late  a 
Season  for  things. 

June  14,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Got  up  this  Morning  quite  hearty  and  rather 
stronger,  and  less  nervous.  I  was  employed  a  great 
deal  of  the  Morning  in  cleaning  and  settling  things  in 
my  writing  Desk.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  So 
cold  that  we  had  a  Fire  again. 

June  16,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston-Church.  He  called  on  me  before  Church. 
Miss  Woodforde  was  at  Church  as  were  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Children.  Quite  cold  again  to  day  &  very 
little  Sun.  Mr.  Custance  asked  Mr.  Dade  to  dine  at 
Weston-House  to  Morrow,  but  he  was  pre-engaged. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  I  made 
a  very  great  dinner  indeed  to  Day  on  the  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  rosted  &  Cucumber. 
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June  17,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &x.  ::ain  at 
home.  Betty’s  Brother  &  his  Daughter  from  Dereham 
called  here  this  Morning  in  their  way  to  Norwich  and 
breakfasted  here  with  Betty.  They  stayed  but  a  very 
little  time  here.  Very  cold  for  the  Season  still,  very 
little  Sun.  I  think  we  never  had  such  a  long  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  such  cold  Weather  and  so  little  Sun  as 
this  Season  as  we  have  hitherto  experienced.  We  have 
fire  in  the  Study  as  in  the  midst  of  Winter.  The  cold¬ 
ness  of  the  Season  nevertheless  agrees  with  me  ex¬ 
tremely  well  being  much  stronger.  Appet  ite  very  good, 
and  the  nervous  System  more  braced.  Dinner  to  day, 
Maccarel  boiled  &  a  Calfs  Head  &c. 

June  1 8,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Guild-Day  at  Norwich  to  day. 
Herring,  Mayor,  Brother  to  that  Herring  that  formerly 
lived  at  Ringland  in  a  Farm  there.  Not  much  genteel 
Company  expected  to  be  there. 

June  19,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morning  2.  Months 
Income  Tax  at  20.  Pounds  per  Annum  3.  6.  8.1  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Son  Neville  called  on  us  this  Morn’.  I 
may  say  Afternoon  for  they  did  not  come  till  near  two 
•  'clock  in  the  Afternoon.  It  made  it  rather  late  for  our 
Dinner  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  hash’d  Calfs  Head  &c. 
Very  cold  indeed  again  to  day,  so  cold  that  Mrs. 
Custance  came  walking  in  her  Spenser  2  with  a  Bosom- 

1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  April  19  preceding. 

2  A  spencer — so  named  from  B'.arl  Spencer  (1758-1834)  Pitt’s  eminent 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty — is  described  in  the  N.E.D.  as  regards  men  as 
‘a  short  double-breasted  overcoat  without  tails  worn  by  men  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth’,  also, 
later,  as  ‘a  short  coat  or  jacket’,  and  as  regards  women  as  ‘a  kind  of  close-' 
fitting  jacket  or  bodice  commonly  worn  by  women  and  children  early  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  since  revived’.  The  earliest  reference  to  a 
woman’s  spencer  given  in  the  N.E.D.  is  dated  1803,  and  thus  Parson 
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Friend.1  Neville  Custance  is  a  very  chuff  Boy  indeed 
as  I  ever  saw,  seem  displeased  &  cross  with  every  thing 
— would  not  eat  a  bit  of  Cake  when  brought  to  him. 
Says  little  or  nothing  to  any  body  and  when  he  does 
speak,  it  is  in  a  bluff  and  very  rough  &  bluff  way.  He 
is  not  at  all  like  his  Brother  or  Sister  in  Temper. 

June  23,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Morning,  fair  and  pleasant,  but  in  the  After¬ 
noon  we  had  some  Rain  and  the  Weather  turned  quite 
cold,  so  cold  that  we  had  a  fire  again.  Mr.  Dade  read 
Prayers  and  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston- 
Church.  We  had  a  Swarm  of  Bees  to  day  about  Noon. 
Will.  Woodcock  hived  them  for  us,  for  which  I  gave 
him  some  Victuals  &  drink  &  o.  1.  o.  They  were  hived 
twice  as  they  would  not  stay  in  the  hive  they  were 
first  hived  in,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  get  a  new 
hive  for  them  and  in  that  they  continued  very  well. 
Tho’  the  other  hive  was  a  new  one,  yet  they  did  not 
like  it,  it  had  been  kept  in  the  Corn  Chamber  all  the 
last  Year,  and  perhaps  Mice  or  other  Animals  might 
have  been  in  it.  Bees  are  particularly  nice  and  cleanly. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Lamb  boiled  and  the  Loin 
fry’d  and  put  round  the  Leg  &c.  Nancy  highly  pleased 
with  her  Bees.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning  stayed  about  half  an  Hour  with  us,  and  he 
had  not  been  gone  five  Minutes  before  our  Bees 

Woodforde’s  Diary  now  carries  this  particular  ‘Spencer’  pedigree  back 
another  four  years. 

1  A  bosom  friend  is  described  in  the  N.E.D.  as  ‘an  article  of  wearing 
apparel  to  protect  the  bosom  from  cold’,  and  the  earliest  reference  quoted 
is  from  the  Hull  Packet  for  Sept.  28,  1802:  ‘Handkerchiefs,  tippets, 
bosom  friends  and  other  articles  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  ensuing  season.’ 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  fashions  of  1799  tended  to  ‘expose  the 
person’  not  a  little:  indeed  it  was  said  that  it  required  the  aid  of  the  north 
wind  to  enforce  a  return  to  modesty  in  women’s  dress  (See  Wright’s 
Caricature  History  ch.  xiv  on  the  contemporary  fashions). 
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swarmed,  and  settled  in  the  same  Tree  of  Elm,  that 
we  had  a  Flight  in  it,  last  Year. 

June  24,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Bodham,  with  a  Mrs.  Dade  &  Daughter 
from  Yarmouth  1  (Mother  &  Sister  to  my  Curate)  went 
by  our  House  this  Morning  in  Mrs.  Bodhams  little 
Whiskey,  their  being  going  to  dine  at  Boston  with  Mr. 
Dade  who  boards  there.  They  did  not  call  here, 
Briton  however  saw  them  and  I  believe  they  spoke  to 
him.  They  passed  by  here  between  11.  and  12.  this 
Morn’.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  & c.  It 
rained  almost  the  whole  Afternoon  &  Evening.  As 
we  were  at  Supper  Mrs.  Bodham  Sec.  passed  by  our 
House  in  their  return  to  Mattishall.  They  called  at 
the  Gate,  were  extremely  wet  indeed,  could  not  get 
out,  but  borrowing  a  great  Coat  Sec.  went  on  for 
Mattishall.  They  should  have  called  here  in  the 
Morning.  Very  cold  and  wet  Evening  indeed. 

June  25,  Tuesday.  ...  I  was  very  nervous  Se 
timorous  this  Morn’  soon  after  getting  up,  had  assis¬ 
tance  to  come  down  Stairs,  so  fearful  was  I  this  Morn.  .  . 

June  26,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  had  a  long  Letter  from 
her  Brother  Wm.  dated  from  Gallhampton  June  21st. 
It  was  brought  by  one  of  Mr.  Custance’s  Servants. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  very  nice  small  Saddle  of  Mutton  & 
Spinnage  and  also  a  Cucumber.  I  was  very  much  hurt 
at  part  of  my  Nephew’s  Letter,  relating  to  what  he 
mentioned  about  my  Brother  John’s  Widow,  con¬ 
cerning  Money  matters  between  me  Se  my  late 
Brother  John  such  as  Rents  reed,  for  me  by  him  for 

1  The  father  of  Mr.  Dade,  the  Weston  curate,  was  presumably  the  Rev. 
Charles  Robert  Dade,  incumbent  of  St.  George’s  Chapel,  Yarmouth, 
1791-1813,  and  Rector  of  Denver,  1801-20.  (Dawson  Turner’s  List  of 
Norfolk  Benefices.) 
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Years.  I  mean  the  whole  Rents,  some  I  must  say  have 
been  paid,  as  he  paid  Money  to  others  on  my  Account, 
and  that  is  all. 

June  27,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day,  hashed  Lamb  & 
Spinnage  and  a  very  nice  Duckling  rosted  &  stewed 
Gooseberries.  Very  indifferent  Treatment  to  what  I 
expected  am  likely  to  receive  (concerning  Money 
Matters)  See.  from  the  Widow  of  my  late  Brother  John. 
June  30,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Morning  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Custance  were  at  Church  as  was  my  Niece.  Mr. 
Custance  asked  Mr.  Dade  to  dine  at  Weston-House  on 
Tuesday  next  as  was  Miss  Woodforde  also  by  Mrs. 
Custance.  Master  John  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning  after  Divine  Service  and  stayed  some  time 
with  us — a  steady  sensible  Lad.1  Dinner  to  day,  part 
of  a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  See. 

July  2,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted  &c.  again  at  home.  I 
felt  rather  better  this  Morn’  than  many  of  late.  The 
two  Miss  Custances  with  their  Brother  John  came 
after  Nancy  this  Morning  in  their  Coach  to  go  and 
dine  at  Weston  House  to  day.  Mr.  Dade,  my  Curate  is 
to  dine  there.  They  stayed  with  us  about  half  an  Hour. 
I  had  for  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &  a  Cucumber. 
Just  as  I  sat  down  to  drink  my  Afternoon  Tea,  Mrs. 
Bodham  with  a  Mrs.  Dade  of  Yarmouth  came  to  my 
House  and  spent  an  Hour  or  more  with  me.  They 
came  in  a  little  Whisky.  Mrs.  Dade  is  Mother  to  my 
Curate  and  own  Sister  to  Dr.  Turner,  present  Dean 
of  Norwich.2 

1  He  became  a  clergyman,  Rector  of  Blickling  and  Erpingham  1839; 
died  1868.  For  John’s  birth  and  christening  see  entries  for  May  6,  8,  11, 
and  Sept.  4,  1787. 

2  Dr.  Joseph  Turner,  sometime  Master  of  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge, 
and  subsequently  Dean  of  Norwich;  died  1828. 
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July  3,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  The  heat  now  makes  me  very 
weak  &  faint.  Very  fine  Weather  indeed  for  the  early 
hay.  Billy  Stoughton’s  Hay  that  he  bought  of  me  all 
cut,  made  and  carried — very  lucky  indeed  and  which 
I  am  very  glad  for. 

July  4,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Sent  Mr.  Custance  this  Morning 
by  Briton  a  good  large  Piece  of  Somersett  Cheese. 
Very  hot  to  day,  it  makes  me  quite  fainty.  Dinner  to 
day,  a  Leg  of  Mutton  boiled  &  Capers.  Thank  God !  I 
made  a  very  good  Dinner.  I  was  very  weak  &  faint  in 
the  Evening,  I  walked  out  but  very  little  this  Evening 
but  even  that  seemed  too  much  for  me,  as  I  felt  so 
very  fatigued  after  it. 

July  6,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  We  had  another  Swarm  of  Bees  to  day  about 
Noon  and  out  of  the  same  Hive  that  we  had  the  last 
Swarm  from.  So  very  hot  to  day  that  makes  me  very 
faint.  Willm.  Woodcock  hived  the  Bees  for  us  again, 
for  which  I  gave  him  o.  i.  o.  besides  Victuals  and 
drink.  Paid  him  also  for  a  new  Straw-Hive  o.  i.o.  Nancy 
sent  a  Letter  to  her  Brother  Willm.  by  Betty  Cary 
who  brought  our  News  for  us  from  Norwich  this 
Week.  Dinner  to  day,  green  Peas  for  the  first  this 
Season  and  plenty  of  them  &  some  Pork  &c.  Mr. 
Custance  spent  more  than  an  Hour  with  us  this 
Evening.  He  came  walking.  He  eat  2.  or  three  of  our 
small  sweet  Cakes.  He  complains  of  a  cold  inwardly 
which  gives  him  a  good  deal  of  Pain,  especially  when 
he  coughs,  but  he  wont  doctor  himself.  Sr.  Edmund 
Bacon  hath  been  at  Weston-House  lately.  Heard 
little  or  no  News  by  Mr.  Custance.  Betty  Cary  came 
early  this  Evening  from  Norwich. 

July  7,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  The  hot  Weather  makes  me  very  faint  &  fearful. 

204 


1799 

Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston-Church.  A  great  many  People  there.  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Children — Nancy  there.  Very  hot  indeed 
to  day.  I  bore  it  better  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  rost 
Beef  & c.  at  4.  in  the  Aftern.  Mr.  Emeris  sent  us  some 
Tench  this  Evening. 

July  9,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  1  called  on  us  this  Morn’. 
He  desired  me  to  lend  him  my  little  Tax-Cart  for  him 
and  his  Brother  John  to  go  to  Mr.  Marsham’s  of 
Stratton-Strawless  to  Morrow  which  I  promised  him, 
and  he  is  to  send  for  it  in  the  Afternoon.  Mine  is  a 
nice  Cart.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Maccarel  and  Goose¬ 
berries  and  a  nice  Duckling  rosted  &c. 

July  12,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  It  rained  I  believe  most  part  of  the  Night,  and 
when  we  came  down  Stairs,  it  was  quite  fair  and  fine, 
and  every  thing  so  refreshed  by  the  Rain  that  made  it 
quite  delightfull.  Dinner  to  day,  leg  of  Mutton  rosted 
&  Carrots  &c.  About  4.  o’clock  this  Afternoon  a 
Tempest — very  loud  Thunder  &  strong  flashes  of 
Lightning.  It  did  not  stay  long  with  us — about  an 
Hour.  Thank  God!  we  reed,  no  damage  from  it,  and 
I  hope  all  People  met  with  the  same  good  luck.  Thank 
God!  I  was  finely  to  day,  Spirits  better.  I  made  also 
an  excellent  Dinner  on  the  Mutton.  Mrs.  Custance  & 
Daughters  called  at  the  Garden-Gate  this  Aft. — took 
Nancy  in  their  Coach  round  Hungate-Lodge  and 
brought  her  back  again  in  about  Half  an  Hour. 

July  14,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  (my  Curate)  called  on  me  this  Morn’ 

1  Afterwards  Captain  William  Custance  of  Bath;  died  Sept.  15,  1862. 
For  William’s  birth  and  christening  see  entries  for  Sept.  18,  1781,  and 
May  9,  1782. 
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before  he  did  duty  at  Weston  Church  this  Morn’.  I 
asked  him  to  dine  with  us  after  Church,  but  he  de¬ 
clined.  Dinner  to  da y,  a  Target  of  Lamb  rosted  &c. 
Thank  God !  am  rather  stronger  &  less  nervous  than  I 
have  been,  but  still  weak  as  ever  almost  and  a  continual 
Noise  in  my  Head  for  a  few  Days  past.  Appetite  very 
good. 

July  16,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Rather  more  nervous  and  timorous 
to  day.  A  Pigs  Chop  with  Beans  and  Peas  for  Dinner. 
Fine  Day  for  our  Hay,  almost  all  cocked. 

July  1 8,  Thursday.  .  .  .  We  had  for  Dinner  to  day  some 
boiled  Beef  and  a  Skimmer  Cake  of  Flour  &  beef  Suet. 
It  being  very  wet  and  damp  all  the  Afternoon  and 
Evening  we  had  a  Fire  in  the  Afternoon. 

July  20,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Rather  better  to  day  and  less  nervous  this 
Noon.  Dinner  to  day,  Beans  &  Bacon  &  Calfs  Chaldron. 
Mr.  Custance  sent  us  some  New  Potatoes.  Gave  to  a 
Foreigner  with  two  others  a  Man  and  Woman  that 
came  to  ask  Alms,  gave  o.  2.  6.  One  of  the  Men  talked 
Latin  very  fluently  indeed.  He  was  a  tall,  bony  Man 
but  not  fat  about  50.  I  take  him  to  be  a  French 
Emigrant  Priest.1  They  rather  hurried  me  for  a  little 
Time  as  they  did  not  send  Word  what  they  wanted  but 
desired  to  see  me. 

July  22,  Monday.  .  .  .  Had  the  Oak  in  the  Garden  cut 
down  to  day,  which  made  the  Garden  look  much 
better  .  .  . 

July  23,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Gave  John  Pegg,  for  a  |Hndred  of  new  Pens 
is/6d  mending  some  old  ones  6d.  o.  2.  o.  He  thought  it 
too  much,  but  his  being  lame  from  a  Sprain  in  his 
Foot,  and  not  able  to  do  any  hard  work  from  the  same 
1  See  foot-note,  pp.  380-1,  vol.  iii. 
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I  gave  him  the  more.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef,  &c. 
Mr.  Press  Custance  sent  us  a  fine  Pike  this  Morning  by 
Dan.  Breeze  gave  him  o.  I.  o.  I  found  myself  rather 
stronger  for  a  few  days  and  Appetite  as  well  as  Spirits 
better.  I  made  a  very  good  dinner  on  the  Beef  to  day. 
I  feel  myself  most  days  stronger  in  the  Aft.  &  Ev.  A 
saving  Day  for  the  Hay  now  about. 

July  25,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  casualty  Weather  for  the  Hay,  fine  Rain 
most  of  the  Morning,  Afternoon,  mostly  fair.  The 
Trial  relating  to  Tom  Bakers  Servant  Man  stealing 
Corn  from  Mr.  Girling  finished  to  day  the  Man 
pleaded  guilty,  and  is  to  go  a  Soldier.  Nothing  re¬ 
flecting  on  Tom  Baker  was  advanced.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  boiled  Fowl  &  Ham  &  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  with  a 
Cucumber  &c. 

July  28,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Very  heavy  Showers  of  Rain  about  Noon  from 
the  East.  It  began  about  half  past  ten  o’clock  this 
Morning  and  continued  very  heavy  till  near  2.  o’clock 
in  the  Afternoon.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Morn’.  Very  few  People  indeed  at  Church,  not 
one  Woman  there.  Many  People  halted  at  Houses 
going  along,  where  they  were  obliged  to  stay  all 
Church  time  and  till  near  two  o’clock.  Our  Maid,  Sally 
Gunton  got  as  far  as  Church  Street  and  there  stayed  at 
Nancy  Spraggs  till  near  two  o’clock  in  the  Afternoon. 
Mr.  Custance’s  Coach  got  to  the  Church  Gate,  but 
turned  back  again  without  getting  out  on  account  of 
the  Rain.  Dinner  to  day  part  of  a  Loin  of  Veal 
rosted  &c. 

July  29,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morn’  a  Qrs.  Land-Tax 
3.  o.  o.  Hubbards  Man  J§  Gunton  a  Glazier  was  here 
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most  part  of  the  Da y,  mending  Windows  &c.  Gunton, 
is  Hubbards  Man  of  Mattishall.  Dinner  to  da y,  the 
other  part  of  the  Loin  of  Veal.  Paid  Betty  this  Morn 
for  divers  things  o.  19.  11L  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter 
sold  from  the  first  of  July  to  July  28th  the  Sum  of 
2.  5.  9I  from  the  three  Cows,  Beauty,  Polly  &  Patty. 

July  30,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Foster  of  Lenewade-Bridge 
sent  us  4.  Eels.  Garden  Mowed  for  the  first  time  this 
Season  and  the  Weeds  in  the  Pond  also  cut  this  Day  .  .  . 

July  31,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Horse-racing  at  Lenewade- 
Bridge  to  day  or  rather  an  apology  for  horse-racing. 
Ben  &  the  Boy,  went  to  the  Races.  Had  some  Fir 
Trees  in  my  Garden  felled.  The  Garden  much  the 
better  for  the  same. 

August  1,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  of  Morton  called  on  us  this 
Morn.  He  had  not  been  gone  long,  before  Mrs. 
Custance  with  the  eldest  Daughter  of  Sr.  Edmd. 
Bacon  and  her  first  Cousin  Miss  Bacon  of  Devonshire 
Daughter  of  Sr.  Edmd.  Bacon’s  Brother  a  very  fine 
Girl  about  18  Years  old  called  on  us  this  Morning  but 
did  not  stay  long,  as  a  Mr.  Whitbread  &  Daughter  were 
in  the  Yard  in  a  Phaeton,  waiting  for  them,  as  they 
did  not  chuse  to  get  out  of  their  Carriage.  The  Devon¬ 
shire  Miss  Bacon  is  a  genteel  Person  and  looks  good- 
natured.  Sr.  Edmunds  Daughter  is  very  much  indeed 
improved  in  Person  since  I  last  saw  her.  Dinner  to 
day,  Beans  &  Bacon  &  a  green  Goose. 

August  3,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  after  Coal  See.  It  has  rained  more  or  less  ever 
since  St.  Swithin.  Thank  God!  am  rather  better  than 
worse — finely.  Some  Rain  again  to  day,  but  mostly 
fair.  Ben  returned  home  about  6.  o’clock  this  Evening 
brought  us  two  Letters,  one  for  me  from  my  Niece 
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Pounsett,  &  one  to  Nancy  from  her  Br.  Willm. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  & c. 

August  4,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  made  us  a 
short  Visit  this  Morning  as  he  was  going  to  Hungate 
Lodge.  Rather  weaker  this  Morn’  and  more  languid 
than  Yesterday,  owing  to  its  being  much  warmer. 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  and 
christened  a  Child  at  Weston-Church.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  with  Bacon  and  Beans  &c. 
Master  John  Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  in  the 
Evening.  He  is  going  to  School  to  Morrow  near  St. 
Albans  in  Hertfordshire.  He  kept  up  his  Spirits  very 
well  considering. 

August  5,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance’s  Coach  went  by 
our  House  this  Morn’  for  Dereham,  carrying  Master 
John  Custance  to  School;  Mr.  Custance  was  with  him. 
It  was  rather  fainty  Weather  tho’  brisk  Wind. 

Aug.  6,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  To  Mr.  Aldridge  this  Morning,  for  two  new 
breakfast  Table-Cloths  at  9/6  each  o.  19.  o. 

To  Ditto  2.  Yrds  i  black  Velveret  at  5/6  o.  13.  9. 

To  do.  Miss  Woodforde’s  Handkerchief  o.  1.6. 

To  do.  Two  Childrens  Handkerchiefs  o.  1.  2. 

Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her 
two  Daughters,  &  Son  Neville  drank  Tea  with  us,  this 
Afternoon.  They  came  about  half  past  six  o’clock,  we 
had  begun  our  Tea,  Our  Clock  I  think  is  rather  fast. 
Aug.  9,  Friday.  ...  I  had  the  great  Thorn  in  my  Garden 
cut  down. 

Aug.  10,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Great  doings  going  forward 
respecting  our  intended  Secret  Expedition.  Many 
think  it  is  designed  for  Holland  to  reinstate  the 
Statholder.1 


1  The  British  and  Russian  expedition  to  Holland  of  Aug.-Oct.  1799  was 
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Aug.  15,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  an  old  Fisherman  by  name  (Dobson)  for 
some  very  small  Soals  &  a  few  small  Smelts,  not  al¬ 
together  more  than  a  Pound  pd.  o.  4.  o.  Mr.  Dade  (my 
Curate)  called  on  us  this  Morning.  Miss  Woodforde 
had  a  Letter  from  her  Br.  Sami,  concerning  their 
Estate  in  Sussex,  about  the  selling  of  the  same,  and 
the  disagreeing  of  the  two  Brothers  on  the  Occasion 
&c.  The  Letter  was  brought  by  Mr.  Custance’s 
Servt.  By  one  thing  &  another  the  day  was  made  very 
uneasy  which  made  me  quite  ill  and  bad.  Dinner  to 
day,  fryed  Smelts  &  Soals  & c.  Wind  very  rough 
indeed  all  the  whole  day. 

Aug.  17,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Something  better  to  day  than  Yesterday. 
Dinner  to  day,  Beef-Steak-Pye  See.  Nancy  very  busy 
most  of  the  day  in  answering  her  Brother  Sam. 
Woodforde’s  Letter,  relating  to  their  Estate.  I  am 
afraid  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  discord  between 
them  all  before  it  will  be  finally  settled. 

Aug.  18,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  poorly  indeed  most  part  of  the  Day. 
Nancy  had  another  Letter  from  her  Brother  Sami,  in 

part  of  the  general  campaign  of  the  Allies  against  France:  the  French 
republics  in  Italy  had  been  overthrown,  and  the  Batavian  republic  might 
share  their  fate.  The  expedition  was  at  first  successful.  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromby  captured  the  Helder  forts  on  Aug.  27,  and  Admiral  Mitchell 
captured  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  Texel  on  Aug.  30.  All  went  well  till  the 
middle  of  September,  when  the  Duke  of  York,  in  command  of  the  Allied 
forces,  was  repulsed  at  Bergen  (Sept.  19).  Slow  progress  was  made  there¬ 
after,  but  the  French  were  reinforced,  the  Orange  party  failed  to  rise, 
torrential  rain  descended,  disaster  had  overtaken  the  allied  operations  in 
Switzerland,  and  the  expedition  was  concluded  by  the  depressing  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Alkmar  (Oct.  18),  under  which  the  Duke  of  York  undertook  to 
evacuate  the  Dutch  Netherlands  by  the  end  of  November.  (Holland 
Rose’s  William  Pitt  and  the  Great  War,  pp.  380-3;  see  also  foot-notes  to 
p.  353,  vol.  ii,  and  p.  143,  vol.  iv,  of  this  Diary.) 
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London  respecting  their  Sussex  Estate.  It  is  now  to  be 
let  for  seven  Years  as  they  cannot  get  the  Money 
which  they  asked  for  the  same.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers 
&  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  Mrs. 
Custance  & c.  at  Church.  Dinner  to  day  hash-Mutton 
&  a  Co.  of  Chicken  rosted. 

Aug.  19,  Monday.  .  .  .  Something  better  to  day  than 
Yesterday.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  gone  to  Sr. 
Thos.  Beauchamp’s  at  Langley  for  some  Days  this 
Week.  Only  Willm.  and  Neville  Custance  now  at 
Weston  House.  Neville  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning  .  .  . 

Aug.  20,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morning,  for 
two  Months  Income  Tax  at  20.  o.  o.  per  Ann.  3.6.  8. 
Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Beans  & c.  Harvest  very  back¬ 
ward  indeed  this  Year.  Very  few  Farmers  indeed  have 
begun  yet,  none  as  I  know  of  in  our  Parish. 

Aug.  23,  Friday.  .  .  .  Our  Folks  busy  to  day  in  cutting 
Peas.  Finely  (thank  God)  to  day  &  rather  stronger. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  green  Goose  rosted  &c. 

Aug.  25,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  and 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Custance  and  the  young  Ladies  were  at  Church  as 
was  also  my  Niece.  Mr.  Custance  walked  home  from 
Church  with  Miss  Woodforde  and  stayed  with  us  near 
an  Hour — very  fine  day  &  pleasant.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Pork  rosted  &c. 

Aug.  27,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Lord  Bayning  with  his  eldest  Son 
called  on  us  this  Morning— They  had  been  to  Weston 
House  .  .  . 

Aug.  28,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnwell  of 
Mitcham  with  Mrs.  Priest  of  Reepham,  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  They  had  some  refreshment,  &  some 
Mead  to  drink  .  .  . 
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Aug.  30,  Friday.  .  .  .  Busy  in  carrying  Oats  to  day,  being 
a  dry  Day.  A  very  late  Harvest  this  Year  indeed,  we 
dont  begin  cutting  Wheat  till  Monday  next,  if  then. 
Last  Year  we  cut  Wheat  on  Monday  Aug.  6th. 

Aug.  31,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Stoughton  (our  Butchers 
Wife)  brought  our  Newspapers  for  us  from  Norwich 
this  Aft.  early.  She  came  in  a  Cart.  Her  Life,  half  a 
Year  ago,  before  she  left  Norwich  Hospital,  was  looked 
upon  worth  little  or  nothing  and  now  able  to  go  to 
Norwich  Market.  I  was  very  glad  of  it. 

Sepbr.  3,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Our  Wheat  remarkably  fine  &  heavy  but  very 
much  beat  down  by  the  late  Winds  &  Rain  which  makes 
it  very  bad  for  shearing.  I  hired,  Yesterday,  one 
Henry  Daines,  a  Boy  of  13.  Years  old,  in  the  place  of 
Barnard  Woodcock,  who  leaves  me  at  Michaelmas 
next  being  too  old  for  his  Place  &  can  better  himself. 
I  liked  the  Boy  very  well,  having  an  open,  honest 
countenance  to  all  appearances,  his  Mother  who  came 
with  him,  seemed  to  be  a  good  kind  of  Woman  &  very 
Motherly.  I  gave  the  Boy,  on  hiring  him  o.  1.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &  Plumb  Pudding  as  our 
People  are  busy,  in  shearing  of  Wheat.  I  was  but  in¬ 
different  all  day,  very  weak,  tho’  I  made  a  very  good 
Dinner  on  the  Beef. 

Sepbr.  4,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  warm  this  Morning  &  fair,  very  fine 
Weather  indeed  for  the  Harvest  but  it  makes  me  very 
faint  &  weak  indeed.  Dinner  to  day,  fore-Qr.  of  Lamb 
rosted  &c.  Captn.  Hambleton  Custance  drank  Tea 
with  us  this  Evening  in  a  friendly  way.  He  came  walk¬ 
ing,  dressed  in  a  neat  plain  way  as  a  private  Gentleman 
— nothing  at  all  Militaire. 

Sepbr.  5,  Thursday.  ...  A  very  fine  Day  for  the  Harvest, 
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thank  God  for  it.  Good  &  great  News  from  Holland 
of  the  Success  of  our  secret  Expedition  to  Holland 
having  succeeded  and  the  French  there  defeated. 
Great  rejoicings  in  London  on  Monday  last  on  the 
above  great  News,  at  Norwich  also  &c.  &C.1 

Sepbr.  6,  Friday.  .  .  .  Paid  Johnny  Reeves  this  Morn’  a 
Bill  of  2.  3.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted  &c. 
Another  very  fine  day  of  Weather  for  the  Harvest. 
We  took  up  a  Skip  or  Hive  of  Bees  this  Evening.  Very 
little  Honey  indeed  did  we  find  in  it,  not  much  more 
than  a  Pound  I  suppose.  It  was  our  last  flight  for  this 
Year. 

Sepbr.  7,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Most  delightfull  Harvest  Weather,  thank  God, 
still  continues  &  have  all  the  last  Week.  Dinner  to  day, 
Beans  &  Bacon  & c.  Peter  brought  our  Newspapers 
from  Norwich.  All  the  great  and  good  News  respecting 
Holland  confirmed  by  all  the  Papers.  The  Dutch 
Fleet  surrendered  to  ours  without  engaging.2 

Sepbr.  8,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance  at  Church, 
as  was  also,  Miss  Woodforde.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance 
sent  us  a  brace  of  Partridges  this  Morn’,  as  did  Mr. 
Dade  my  Curate  also.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  called  on 
us  this  Morn’  during  Church-time  stayed  about  i  an 
Hour.  He  brought  a  Letter  for  Miss  Woodforde  from 
her  Brother  Samuel  at  London.  Dinner  to  day, 
Boiled  Beef  &  plumb  Puding,  and  a  green-Goose 
rosted  &c.  Our  Neighbour  Clarke’s  Daughter  Betty 
died  this  Morn’  of  a  decline.  She  had  been  ill  a  long, 
long  time. 

1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  Aug.  10  preceding. 

See  foot-note  to  entry  for  Aug.  10. 
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Sepbr.  ii,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  fine  Day  again  for  the 
Harvest  &c.  ‘Lord  make  us  all  truly  thankful  for  the 
same  and  give  us  gratefull  Hearts  in  return.’  Dinner 
to  day,  Beans  &  Bacon  &  Partridges.  Thank  God! 
I  was  very  finely  to  day  &  eat  hearty.  All  my  Wheat 
but  a  very  few  Sheaves  carried  and  put  into  Barn  with¬ 
out  any  Rain  at  all  upon  it  during  the  whole  time  of 
cutting  &c.  Uncommonly  fine  Weather  indeed  have 
we  had  for  the  last  6.  Weeks  past. 

Sepbr.  14,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Weather  moist  and  muggy, 
bad  for  me.  We  had  a  fire  in  the  Study  to  day  being 
damp.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  brace  of  Partridges. 
They  dine  at  Honingham  to  day  at  Mr.  Mellish’s. 
N.B.  I  should  have  said  Tuddenham  instead  of  H.  I 
was  but  so  so,  to  day — Appetite  bad  &  weak.  Dinner 
to  day,  Peas  &  Bacon  &  Calfs-Fry  &c.  I  made  but  a 
poor  dinner  to  day,  but  made  a  very  good  Supper,  on 
a  broiled  Calfs  Heart. 

Sepbr.  16,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit.  The  Apparitor’s  Son,  Roberson  Junr.  called 
at  my  House  this  Morning,  to  let  me  know  that  the 
Arch-Deacon  Younge’s  Visitation  wrould  be  at  Reep- 
ham  on  Friday  nth.  of  Octbr.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Beef  &c.  Great  News  from  the  East-Indies,  that 
Tippoo  Sultan’s  Army  had  been  defeated  &  himself 
killed.1 

1  Tippoo  Sahib,  the  ruler  of  Mysore,  whom  Cornwallis  had  defeated  in 
1792  (see  foot-note,  p.  361,  vol.  iii),  had  been  intriguing  with  French 
republican  emissaries,  who  hailed  him  as  ‘Citizen  Tippoo’.  Wellesley,  who 
succeeded  Cornwallis  as  Governor-General  in  1 797,  declared  war  on  Tippoo 
in  February  1799,  and  three  months  later  Seringapatam  was  taken  by 
assault,  Tippoo  being  killed.  Wellesley  restored  the  old  Hindu  dynasty 
of  Mysore  which  had  been  overthrown  by  Tippoo’s  father,  Hyder  Ali. 
‘If  Buonaparte  should  now  choose  to  visit  Malabar,’ wrote  Wellesley  to  Pitt 
on  May  12,  ‘I  think  he  will  find  supper  prepared  for  him  before  he  has 
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Sepbr.  1 7,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Custance  &  both  her  Daughters  with 
their  Brother,  Neville  Custance,  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit,  stayed  with  us  some  time.  We  sent  Mr.  Custance 
this  Morn’  a  Baskett  of  Apples,  some  nice  Codlins,  as 
we  thought  they  would  be  acceptable,  Lord  Wood- 
house’s  Family  being  invited  there  to  dinner  to 
Morrow.  Dinner  to  day,  a  beef  Steak-Pudding,  and 
some  Beef-Steaks  for  the  Family.  Very  little  said 
concerning  our  Expedition  to  Flolland — not  a  good 
Prognostick.1  Weather  rather  unfavourable  to  day  for 
the  Harvest — damp,  cloudy  &  some  Rain.  Thank 
God!  I  felt  myself  rather  better  to  day.  Not  quite  so 
nervous  or  so  timorous. 

Sepbr.  19,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Lizzy  alias  Eliz.  Bowles  of  this 
Parish,  was  married  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church 
by  Licence  to  Thos.  Salisbury  of  Easton.  Mr.  Maynard 
of  Attlebridge,  married  them.  I  was  but  poorly  to 
day,  gouty  Wind  flying  abt.  me  which  made  me  at 
times  giddy  & c.  which  I  believe  proceeds  mostly  from 
the  Air.  It  being  both  Windy  &  rainy  at  times  to  day. 
The  new  Married  Couple,  set  off,  immediately  after 
the  Ceremony  for  Newmarket  to  Salisbury’s  Grand¬ 
mother  who  lives  there  to  spend  a  few  Days  with  her. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  boiled  &  Capers  &c. 
Our  Maid,  Sally  Gunton,  Cousin  to  Lizzy  Bowles, 
was  at  her  Marriage. 

Sepbr.  21,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Collison  of  Dereham  was 
shooting  near  us  this  Morning,  and  sent  us  two  brace 
of  Partridges.  I  gave  his  Servant  that  brought  them 
o.  1.  o.  Settled  Accounts  this  Morning  with  my 

reached  Calcutta.’  (Holland  Rose’s  William  Pitt ,  p.  462,  and  Woodward’s 
Expansion  of  the  British  Empire,  pp.  242-3.) 

1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  Aug.  xo. 
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Butcher  Willm.  Stoughton  of  Lyngfrom  the  6th.  of  June 
1799  to  this  Day.  Paid  him  for  Meat  13.  17.  6.  Reed, 
of  him  for  2.  Acres  of  Hay-Grass  at  £4.  14s.  6d.  per 
Acre  9.  9.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Hash  Mutton  &c. 

Sepbr.  24,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  Butcher,  Stoughton  of 
Lyng,  sent  me  some  Eels.  I  ordered  Betty,  to  give  his 
Man,  Peter,  a  Shilling.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  & 
a  Skimmer  Cake  &c.  Our  People  busy  in  carrying 
Barley  to  day.  Very  fine  day  indeed,  thank  God!  for 
the  Harvest.  Fair  mostly,  with  Sun  and  Wind. 

Sep.  25,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  here  this  Morning. 
Just  before  Dinner,  Nancy’s  Brother  William  from 
Somersett  came  riding  into  our  Yard,  and  he  dined, 
supped  &  slept  here.  His  coming  upon  us  so  sudden 
affected  us  at  first,  but  after  dinner  we  were  better. 
William  slept  in  his  usual  Room.  We  had  for  Dinner 
to  day  boiled  Eels  See. 

Sepbr.  26,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Nancy’s  Brother  Willm.  breakfasted,  &c. 
here  again.  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  to  Norwich  in 
my  little  old  Market-Cart  after  things  much  wanted 
such  as  Tea,  mould  Candles  &c.  Sent  Ben  this  Morn¬ 
ing  down  to  Morton  after  my  Nephews  travelling- 
Trunk  being  left  there.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Maynard  very  kindly  called 
on  us  this  Morning  to  let  us  know  that  there  was  a 
Trunk  left  at  Morton  for  my  Nephew.  Mrs.  Custance 
&  Daughters  made  us  a  Morn’  Visit  and  stayed  some 
time  with  us.  My  Nephew  did  not  make  his  appearance 
being  in  an  undress,  his  things  but  just  opened. 
Briton  returned  from  Norwich  about  7.  this  Ev. 

Sepbr.  28,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  Mem: — The  above  is  a  mistake  he 
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was  not  here  to  day.  Peter,  our  Butcher  brought  our 

»  Newspapers. 

Sepbr.  29,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Nancy’s  Br.  breakfasted,  & c.  here  again. 
Mr.  Willm.  Custance  made  us  a  Morn’  Visit.  Mr. 
Dade  read  Prayers  &c.  this  Aft.  at  Weston  C.  Dinner 
to  day,  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  A  very  cold  and  wet 
Day,  almost  the  whole  of  it. 

Octbr.  2,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again 
at  home.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit,  stayed  an  Hour  with  us.  Mrs,  Custance 
brought  us  a  brace  of  Partridges.  Paid  Betty  this 
Morn  for  divers  things  1.7.6.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter 
1.  8.  8^.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Dr.  Thorne  gave' 
us  a  Morning  Call.  My  Nephew  breakfasted,  dined 
&c.  at  Weston  P.  Mr.  Emeris  sent  us  a  fine  Leveret 
to  day. 

Octbr.  6,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Andrew  Spraggs  brought  a  Box  for  me  this 
Morning  to  my  House,  which  hebrought  Yesterdayfrom 
Norwich,  in  which  was  a  fine  large  Somersett  Cheese, 
a  present  from  my  Nephew  now  with  me,  from  a 
Relation  of  his  Wife’s  at  Mew  near  Stowton  by  name 
James  Jules,  a  great  Dealer  in  Cheese  and  employed 
for  Government  in  that  way  and  is  getting  a  good  for¬ 
tune  by  it.  It  was  a  very  kind  Present  from  my  Nephew. 
The  Cheese  was  about  a  Qr.  of  a  Hundred  Wht.  with 
the  Kings  Arms  on  the  side  of  it.  The  Cheese  was 
made  near  Wells  in  Somersett.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers 
&  Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  It  being 
rather  damp  &  inclined  to  wet  Nancy  &  Brother  did 
not  go.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  See. 

Octbr.  7,  Monday.  .  .  .  Afternoon,  soft  Rain,  Air  Warm 
&  muggy.  Very  indifferent  Weather  for  remg  [re- 
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maining]  Harvest,  a  great  deal  of  Wheat  still  out  in  our 
Parish.  All  kinds  of  Grain  likely  to  be  very  dear  indeed. 
Mr.  Emeris  hath  much  Wheat  now  out. 

Octbr.  8,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Aldridge  called  here  this  Morning,  I  bought  of 
him  7.  Yrds.  of  Cotton  for  a  Gown  at  is/iod.  12.  10. 
which  I  paid  him  immediately.  Sent  Ben  early  this 
Morning  to  Norwich  after  some  Port  Wine  from  Mr. 
Priests.  He  returned  about  5.  o’clock  in  the  Afternoon 
with  the  same  all  safe  &  well.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of 
Pork  boiled  See.  Had  a  dozen  of  Port  Wine  from 
Green’s  of  Attlebridge-Bull — My  Stock  being  low.  I 
ordered  the  same  to  be  paid  immediately. 

'  Octbr.  10,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  morning  Visit. 
My  Servant  Boy,  Barnard  Woodcock,  left  my  Service 
this  Afternoon,  being  too  old  for  his  place.  I  gave  him, 
extra,  on  leaving  me  o.  2.  6.  My  Butcher  Man  (Peter 
Sherman)  leaving  his  Masters  Service,  this  day,  gave 
him  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Michaelmas  Goose  rosted 
&c.  My  new  Boy  Henry  Daines  entered  my  Service 
this  Day. 

Oct.  11,  Friday.  .  .  .  Paid  Briton  this  Morning,  for 
Sugar,  Tea,  Candles,  Currants  &  Raisins,  &c.  &c. 
5.  16.  7$.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
My  Nephew  took  a  ride  to  Mattishall  this  Morn  and 
called  on  Dr.  Thorne  &  Mrs.  Bodham.  He  returned 
home  to  dinner.  A.  Deacons  Visit.  Reepham. 

October  12,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Had  a  Letter  from  Mr.  H. 
Francis  Attorney  of  Norwich  &  who  is  also  Depty. 
Steward  for  New-College,  respecting  Quit  Rents  of 
this  Parish  for  the  last  two  Years  reed,  by  me  and 
likewise  on  my  own  Account.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her 
two  Daughters  drank  Tea  with  us  in  our  best  Parlour 
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this  Evening  and  stayed  with  us  till  very  near  9. 
o’clock.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her  Brother  Sami, 
now  in  London  concerning  their  Sussex  Estate. 

Octbr.  14,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  He  did  not  stay  long  with  us,  as  he  was 
to  dine  at  Weston-House  to  day.  I  paid  Mr.  Maynard 
(and  which  he  paid  for  me  at  the  Generals  at  Reepham 
on  Friday  last),  not  being  able  to  attend,  my  forfeit  of 
1 .  o.  Nancy  &  her  Brother  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon 
at  Weston-House,  Mr.  Maynard  dined  with  them 
there  but  none  beside  the  Family.  I  dined  by  myself 
at  home  on  hash’d  Calfs  Head  &c.  rather  dull  being  by 
oneself.  Nancy  &  her  Brother  returned  about  8. 
o’clock. 

Octbr.  16,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us 
this  Morning  having  been  to  Norwich  Yesterday  on 
foot.  He  bought  there  by  desire  of  Miss  Woodforde  a 
book,  Lavater  on  Physiognomy  price  3.  6.  .  .  d 

Octbr.  17,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  wet  Morning  indeed, 
bad  Day  for  St.  Faith’s  Fair — Sally  was  to  have  went, 
if  fair.  Dinner  to  day,  Nuckle  of  Veal  boiled  & c.  Bad 
News  from  Holland  to  day.1 2 

Oct.  19,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  to  Norwich  this  Morn¬ 
ing  with  13,  Doz.  of  empty  Qrt.  Bottles  to  Priest  Senr. 
for  the  late  Qr.  of  a  Pipe  of  Port  Wine,  sent  me  very 
lately.  No.  of  Bottles  159.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled 

1  Johann  Caspar  Lavater,  born  at  Zurich  1741,  died  there  1801:  Swiss 
pastor,  poet,  and  celebrated  physiognomist.  His  Essays  on  Physiognomy 
designed  to  promote  the  Knowledge  and  Love  of  Mankind ,  first  published  in 
German  in  1775-8,  were  translated  (from  the  French  version)  by  Henry 
Hunt  in  1789-98,  and  from  the  German  by  Tlios.  Holcroft  in  1793.  These 
were,  however,  very  expensive  engraved  editions,  and  Nancy’s  copy  must 
have  been  an  abridged  version.  (See  Watt’s  Bibliotheca  Britannica,  and 
the  notice  of  Lavater  in  the  Biographie  U niverselle.) 

2  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  Aug.  10  preceding. 
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Chicken  &  Bacon  and  a  rost  Loin  of  Pork  &c.  Ben  re¬ 
turned  home  about  5.  o’clock  in  the  Aft.  He  brought 
3.  Letters  for  my  Nephew  Willm.  one  from  his  Wife, 
one  from  his  Br.  Sami,  from  London,  and  one  (a  very 
impudent  and  abusive  one)  from  Ralph  of  Bath  a 
-  Son  of  Anne  Dorville  late  of  Allhampton. 

Octbr.  22,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morning  for 
two  Months  Income-Tax  at  20 £  per  Annum  3.  6.  8. 
Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Sister  Lady  Bacon  called  on 
us  this  Morning  at  the  Garden  Gate  but  did  not  get 
out  of  the  Coach,  Lady  Bacon  being  lame  they  took 
up  Nancy  &  gave  her  an  Airing  for  about  an  hour, 
and  she  returned  to  dinner.  Neither  my  Nephew  or 
self  made  our  appearance.  Dinner  to  day,  Rost-Beef 
&  a  Skimmer  Cake.  Two  of  Britons  Brothers,  here 
this  Morning. 

Octbr.  25,  Friday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day,  Skaite  boiled  &c. 
Briton,  asking  me  last  Night  for  a  great  Coat  I  told 
him  this  Morning  to  let  me  look  at  his  last,  and  finding 
it  almost  as  good  as  new  I  gave  him  for  answer,  that 
I  should  not  grant  it. 

October  27,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston  Church.  Nancy  & 
Brother  there.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  sent  us  a  brace 
of  Partridges.  Nancy  &  her  Brother  Willm  at  Weston 
Church.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Goose  rosted  &c.  Betty 
went  to  Mattishall  this  Afternoon  with  young  Mr. 
Stephen  Andrews’s  Wife  who  is  not  well,  to  consult 
with  Mr.  Thorne  on  her  illness.  They,  returned  in 
the  Evening.  It  turned  out  a  fine  Day,  but  Air  cold. 

Octbr.  28,  Monday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  I  felt  myself 
stronger  and  better  to  day,  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of 
Pork  boiled  &c.  Miss  Woodforde  was  sworn  before 
me  this  Morning  respecting  her  late  Father’s  Will 
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by  a  Commission  sent  from  London  for  that  Purpose, 
to  have  her  Signature,  her  Brother  is  to  carry  the  same 
to  London  when  he  leaves  Weston-Parsonage. 

Octbr.  29,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  To  Js.  Pegg,  half  a  Years  Taxes 
paid  9. 18. 4.  Whilst  James  Pegg  was  here,  Mrs.  Thorne 
of  Mattishall  and  her  youngest  Daughter  Mary  Anne 
called  here&  stayed  here  full  2.  Hours.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &c. 

Octbr.  30,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  and  her  Brother  W. 
took  a  Walk  this  Morning  to  Mr.  John  Bucks  Senr. 
Farmer  of  this  Parish,  who  with  his  Wife,  leaves 
Weston  to  Morrow,  as  they  are  going  to  live  at 
Bauburgh  about  4.  Miles  from  Weston.  Dinner  to 
day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Lizzy  Bowles  who  lately  married 
one  Salisbury  of  Easton,  are  to  live  where  Mr.  Buck 
is  going  out. 

October  31,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Nancy’s  Brother  spent  most  of  the 
Morning  in  his  Room,  writing  to  his  Wife  at  Gall- 
hampton  in  the  County  of  Somersett  in  Answer  to 
her  last.  Nancy,  busy  all  the  Morning,  ironing  in  the 
Kitchen.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Tongue  &  Chicken 
& c.  Thank  God !  felt  myself,  better  &  stronger  to  day. 
A  very  fine  Day  to  day  for  the  Season. 

November  1,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit,  and  no  sooner  was  Mr.  Maynard  gone 
but  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  called  on  us  and  spent 
near  an  Hour,  he  brought  us  very  kindly  a  brace  & 
half  of  Partridges.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 

Nov.  2,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Daughter 
Emily,  and  Miss  Maria  Bacon,  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit,  whilst  they  were  with  us,  Mr.  Custance  joined 
us.  Mr.  Willm  Custance  also  called  here  but  did  not 
come  in,  a  favourite  Spaniel  of  his  by  name,  Dash, 
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having  his  Leg  broke  by  another  Dog  in  pursuit  of  a 
Hare  near  us.  My  Nephew  assisted  him  in  binding 
up  the  Leg,  with  a  bandage  &  Splices  of  Wood,  and 
bathing  it  with  Vinegar.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Steaks 
&  a  rost  Duck  &c. 

Nov.  3,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston  Church.  He  goes  for  Cambridge  to  Morr’ 
to  do  some  public  Exercise  at  his  College.  He  will  be 
out  near  a  Fortnight.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  called  on 
us  this  Morn’.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted 
& c.  Thank  God!  I  was  finely  to  day,  Appetite  very 
good,  and  Spirits  better,  but  still  weak.  Mr.  Smith 
Junr.  of  Mattishall,  Mr.  Dade  informed  me,  is  to  officiate 
for  him  at  Weston-Church  in  the  Afternoon  on  Sunday 
next.  Mrs.  Bodham  sent  us  this  Morning  some  hot- 
House  Grapes  with  a  Note  to  my  Niece,  brought  by  her 
Gardner,  by  name  Wicks.  I  did  not  see  him,  Nancy 
gave  him  a  Shilling.  Nancy  returned  an  Answer  by 
him  to  Mrs.  Bodham.  Wicks  was  to  have  gone  to 
Weston-House  to  have  seen  the  Garden,  but  prevented 
by  Rain. 

Novbr.  4,  Monday.  .  .  .  Captain  Custance  called  on  us 
this  Morning.  He  asked  my  Nephew  to  dine  with  him 
to  Day.  Had  a  Pig  killed,  Weight  12.  St.  3.  lb.  Dinner 
to  day,  Leg  of  Pork  boiled  & c.  The  Weather  turning 
out  but  very  rainy,  Nancy’s  Brother  could  not  go  to 
Weston  House. 

Novbr.  5,  Tuesday.  ...  A  great  deal  of  small  Rain  all 
the  day.  A  truly  November  Day  to  day,  dark,  cloudy 
and  wet — bad  for  nervous  People. 

Novbr.  6,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us 
this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Whiting  &c. 
Brewed  a  Barrell  of  common  Beer.  Tim,  the  Fisher- 
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man,  here  this  Morning.  Stephen  Andrews  Junr. 
brought  me  a  Chldrn.  of  Coal  this  Evening  from 
Norwich,  and  as  the  Driver  was  driving  his  Waggon 
on  his  return  home  near  Easton  he  fell  down  but 
luckily  not  under  the  track  of  the  Wheels  tho’  so  near 
as  to  be  much  bruised  by  them. 

Novbr.  7,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Pork  &c. 
I  felt  something  of  the  Gout  to  day  in  my  left  foot, 
owing  I  think,  to  my  eating  too  much  lately  of  strong 
Meat,  such  as  Pork  &c. 

Novbr.  8,  Friday.  .  .  .  My  Nephew  Willm.  W.  took  a 
ride  this  Morn  to  Elmham  to  call  on  Captain  Thorne 
but  his  not  being  at  home,  William  returned  home  to 
dinner  by  3.  o’clock.  I  felt  more  of  the  Gout  to  day 
than  Yesterday.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton 
rosted  See. 

November  12,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  The  Gout  in  my  left  foot 
quite  painful  to  day.  Captain  Hambleton  Custance 
gave  us  a  Call  this  Morning  as  he  was  out  a  Shooting. 
Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Pork  rosted  &c.  I  was  quite 
lame  to  day  in  the  Gout,  scarce  able  to  walk  about  but 
good  Spirits  with  it.  Capt.  Custance  desired  me  to 
lend  him  my  little  Cart  to  Morrow  to  go  to  Hingham 
Ball.  His  Militia  Men  are  there. 

Novbr.  13,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Lent  Captain  Hambleton 
Custance  my  little  Curricle  to  go  to  Hingham  Assembly 
this  Even’.  He  had  his  own  Horse,  but  my  Harness, 
Cushion  and  Whip — To  be  returned  to  Morrow. 
Dinner  to  day,  Skaite  boiled,  &  Souce  fryed.  The  Gout 
in  my  Foot  still  painful  but  not  worse.  My  Nerves 
nevertheless  seem  better  &  stronger. 

Novbr.  15,  Friday.  .  .  .  Had  the  Gout  quite  bad  this 
Morning  when  I  got  up,  in  the  foot  of  my  left  Foot, 
in  the  great  Toe  of  the  same,  obliged  to  put  on  a  large 
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Shoe,  the  largest  I  had.  My  Nephew  Willm.  Woodforde 
took  a  ride  this  Morning  to  Norwich,  &  returned  to 
dinner.  I  was  very  poorly  all  the  day,  heavy  &  dull. 
Spirits  very  much  depressed  all  the  Day.  Nancy’s 
Brother  reed,  a  Letter  from  his  Wife  when  at  Norwich 
to  day,  she  is  but  poorly.  I  hope  she  will  soon  get  better 
and  take  more  care  for  the  future  in  catching  cold. 
I  think  that  she  is  &  has  been  rather  too  negligent  of  her 
health  for  a  long  time.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Chicken 
&  a  Tongue  &c.  Gout,  somewhat  better  in  the 
Evening. 

Novbr.  16,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Had  a  very  indifferent  Night 
last  Night,  got  up  this  Morning  very  poorly  indeed 
having  had  the  Gout  &  Cramp  with  it  most  of  the 
Night.  Could  not  get  down  Stairs  without  assistance. 
The  Gout  continued  all  Day  very  bad  indeed.  Eat 
very  little  at  Dinner  to  day,  only  a  small  Piece  of 
boiled  Rabbit  &  Onion  Sauce.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Rabbits  &  Onions  See. 

Novbr.  1 8,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  &  her  Brother  after  breakfaste  took  a 
walk  to  Church-Street  to  see  Captn.  Custance’s 
Company  of  Norfolk  Militia  march  through  Weston  in 
their  way  to  Aylesham  from  Higgham  but  they  were 
disappointed  as  they  marched  another  way,  thro’ 
Norwich  &c.  During  their  absence,  Mrs.  Custance  & 
her  two  Daughters  came  walking  to  the  Parsonage 
and  stayed  near  an  Hour  with  me.  Nancy  &  Brother 
did  not  return  till  after  3.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of 
Veal  rosted  &c.  The  Gout  better  but  foot  much 
swelld  as  well  as  the  lower  part  of  the  Leg. 

Novbr.  20,  Wednesday.  ...  I  was  tolerably  well  in  the 
Morn’  for  some  time  after  breakfast,  but  about  Noon 
the  Gout  in  my  right  Foot  took  me  very  much  and 
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greatly  affected  me,  &  more  so,  being  made  uneasy.  My 
Nephew  took  a  ride  out  most  part  of  the  Morn  but 
returned  home  to  Dinner,  pleased  with  his  ride 
towards  Sr.  Willm.  Jernegans.  Dinner  to  day,  a  rost 
Pig  & c.  I  did  not  eat  a  bit  of  Pig  for  Dinner,  the  Gout 
about  me,  getting  more  &  more  painfull.  Had  some 
Water  Gruel  for  Supper.  Something  better  towards 
bed-time. 

Novbr.  22,  Friday.  .  .  .  Gout  very  bad  indeed  this  Morn’ 
scarce  able  to  walk.  My  right  foot  by  much  the  worse. 
Difficult  matter  to  walk  down  Stairs  with  help. 
Dinner  to  day,  Rabbits  boiled  &  Loin  of  Mutton.  I 
continued  very  poorly  indeed  the  whole  Day.  With 
great  difficulty  &  much  Pain  got  to  my  sleeping  Room 
above  Stairs  to  my  Bed  this  Evening.  It  was  after  n. 
o’clock  before  we  got  to  bed. 

Novbr.  23,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  The  Gout  this  Morning  near  the  same  but 
not  worse.  Dinner  to  day,  a  rosted  Goose  &c.  Our 
Newspapers  came  to  us  in  very  good  time.  Great 
Alterations  in  the  French  Government  of  late.  General 
Buonoparte  from  Egypt,  being  lately  returned  to 
France,  hath  overturned  all  the  late  French-Proceed¬ 
ings  and  is  now  at  the'  head  of  every  thing  going  on  in 
France.1  I  had  the  Gout  rather  worse  towards  bed 
time.  My  right  foot  very  painful  &  much  swelled. 

1  Leaving  his  army  in  Egypt  under  Kleber,  Bonaparte  accompanied  by 
Berthier,  Lannes,  Murat,  and  Marmont,  secretly  embarked  at  Alexandria 
on  August  23,  and,  evading  the  English  fleet,  reached  Frejus  on  Oct.  9, 
1799,  where  he  was  rapturously  received.  After  a  few  weeks  of  plotting  in 
Paris  with  the  Abbe  Sieyes,  Talleyrand,  and  others,  the  bloodless  revolu¬ 
tion  of  the  i8th-l9th  Brumaire  (Nov.  9-10)  was  accomplished  with 
the  assistance  of  Bonaparte’s  grenadiers.  The  Directory  was  dissolved,  the 
Councils  adjourned,  and  Bonaparte,  Sieyes,  and  Roger  Ducos  nominated 
as  provisional  Consuls.  A  month  later  (Dec.  15)  a  new  Constitution  was 
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Novbr.  24,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Gout,  very  poorly  this  Morn’ 
and  painful  especially  in  my  right  Foot  &  Leg.  My 
Nephew  had  a  Letter  this  Morning  from  his  Wife  at 
Gallhampton  in  Somersett,  brought  from  Weston- 
House  this  Morn’  by  Briton.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers 
&  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church. 
Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

Nov.  25,  Monday.  .  .  .  Gout,  very  poorly  again  this 
Morn’  &  painfull.  My  right  foot  very  much  swelled 
indeed.  Nancy  and  her  Brother  took  a  Walk  this 
Morning  (it  being  fine  Weather)  to  Weston  House, 
stayed  about  an  Hour  there  with  Mrs.  Custance 
and  returned  home  to  dinner.  During  their  absence 
Mr.  Custance  with  his  eldest  Son,  Captain  Ham. 
Custance,  in  his  Regimentals,  called  on  me  and  stayed 
near  an  Hour  at  the  Parsonage.  Nancy  &  Brother 
returned  home  before  they  went.  Dinner  to  day, 
Knuckle  of  Veal  boiled  &c.  Hambleton  Custance  has 
declined  continuing  any  longer  in  the  Supplementary 
Militia. 

November  26,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
again  at  home.  Gout  rather  better  this  Morn’  but 
much  swelled.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  about  Noon. 
He  eat  a  small  Cake,  drank  a  Glass  of  Port-Wine  and 
was  off  like  a  Pistol  for  Attlebridge.  Dinner  to  day, 
rost  Beef  &c.  Both  my  Feet  and  Ancles  were  swelled 
very  much  indeed  when  I  went  to  bed,  it  was  almost 
12.  o’clock  before  I  got  up  Stairs.  Our  Maid  Betty 
Dade  almost  distracted  with  a  Pain  in  the  Ear,  having 

promulgated,  of  which  the  essential  feature  was  that  Bonaparte  was  First 
Consul.  The  Abbe  Sieyes  had  observed  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  Brum- 
aire — the  day  following  the  flash  of  bayonets  and  the  flight  of  the  Deputies 
through  the  windows:  ‘Messieurs,  nous  avons  un  maitre;  il  sait  tout,  il 
peut  tout,  il  veut  tout’.  (See  Holland  Rose’s  Life  of  Napoleon,  chs.  ix  and  x, 
and  Morse  Stephens’  Revolutionary  Europe,  ch.  iv.) 
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had  it  some  Days.  I  gave  her  some  Rum  &  Water 
going  to  bed.  Brewed  a  Barrel  of  common  Beer  to 
day. 

Novbr.  28,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Quite  heavy,  dull  &  in  much 
pain  by  the  Gout  and  very  low-spirited  withal,  all 
day. 

Novbr.  29,  Friday.  .  .  .  Gout  rather  worse  than  Yesterday 
more  pain  and  very  much  depressed  in  Spirits.  Dinner 
to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

Novbr.  30,  Saturday.  .  .  .  The  Gout  (thank  God)  this 
Morn’  is  better.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted  & c. 
I  was  rather  poorly  towards  the  Evening.  The  Weather 
dull  &  cold  but  mild  for  the  Season.  Our  Papers  came 
in  good  time  this  Evening,  But  it  brought  no  good 
News. 

Decbr.  1,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  (my  Curate)  called  on  me  this  Morn¬ 
ing  before  Divine  Service,  and  I  paid  him,  half  a 
Years  serving  Weston  Church  for  me,  due  about  this 
time  15.  6.  o.  Nancy  &  her  Brother  went  to  Church 
this  Morn’.  Mr.  Custance  was  at  Church  and  he  brought 
them  home  in  his  Coach  but  he  did  not  come  in. 
Dinner  to  day,  Cod-Fish  &  a  Co.  Ducks  rosted.  Bread 
given  to  the  Poor  at  Church  to  day.  Wheat  being 
very  dear  50.  Shillings  per  Coomb. 

Decbr.  3,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  The  Poor  complain  of  the  small  Quantity 
of  Bread  given  to  them  on  Sunday  at  Church  almost 
as  much  as  if  they  had  none  given.  Dinner  to  day, 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  See.  Nancy’s  Brother  took  a 
ride  this  Morning  to  Dr.  Thorne’s  at  Mattishall,  where 
he  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon — returned  to  Supper 
&c.  I  was  but  poorly  all  the  whole  Day. 

Decbr.  4,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  this  Morn’  to 
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Norwich  after  many  thing  against  my  Tithe-Audit  on 
Tuesday  next —  he  returned  by  Tea-time.  Dinner  to 
day,  a  Hare  rosted  &c.  Very  indifferent  &  dull  all  the 
day,  Weather  very  dull,  very  dark  &  very  enervating. 

Decbr.  5,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  both  her 
Daughters  made  us  a  long  Morning  Visit.  The  two 
young  Ladies  looked  very  poorly  and  very  pale. 
Dinner  to  day,  Skaite  &  a  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
I  was  something  better  thank  God!  this  Day.  Sent 
Ben  round  the  Parish  this  Morning  to  give  notice  of 
my  Tithe-Audit  on  Tuesday  next. 

Decbr.  9,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning.  Busy 
to  day  in  preparing  for  my  Tithe  Audit  to  Morrow. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Veal  &c. 

Decbr.  10,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  This  being  my  Tithe  Audit-Day,  the 
following  People  paid  me  their  respective  Compositions 
for  Tithe  &c.  for  the  last  Year  to  Michaelmas  last. 
Stephen  Andrews  Senr.,  John  Pegg  for  his  Father, 
Michael  Andrews,  Willm.  Bidewell,  John  Baker, 
Thos.  Reynolds  Junr.,  Js.  Jermyn,  Jg  Norton,  John 
Girling  Junr.,  Willm.  Howlett,  Barnard  Dunnell, 
John  Mann,  J?.  Culley.  Thos.  Baker,  Mary  Pratt, 
Charles  Cary,  Henry  Case,  John  Buck  Junr.,  An. 
Spraggs,  Charles  Hardy,  John  Hubbard,  &  J?  Heavers. 

I  reed,  of  them  upon  the  whole  about  - .  They 

dined  &  stayed  at  my  House,  till  abt.  11.  at  Night  & 
went  away  then  highly  pleased.  I  did  not  see  any  of 
them  the  lest  disguised.  Dinner,  two  Legs  of  Mutton 
boiled  &  Capers,  Salt-Fish,  a  Sur-Loin  of  Beef  rosted, 
with  plenty  of  plumb  &  plain  Puddings  &c.  Only  two 
Bowls  of  Punch,  four  Bottles  of  Wine  four  Bottles  of 
Rum — eight  Lemons,  about  three  Pounds  of  Sugar, 
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and  at  lest  six  Gallons  of  strong  Beer  besides  small. 
My  Nephew  gave  them  a  Song.  It  was  the  pleasantest 
&  most  agreeable  Tithe-Audit,  I  ever  experienced. 
Every  thing  harmonious  &  agreeable. 

Decbr.  12,  Thursday,  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Farmer  Hugh  Bush  of  this  Parish  who  has 
been  missing  from  his  House  ever  since  Sunday  After¬ 
noon  December  ist.  was  this  Morning  found  drowned 
in  a  Pond  near  his  House.  It  is  supposed  that  he 
destroyed  himself.  He  and  Family  lived  most  un¬ 
happily.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 

Decbr.  13,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  A  Coroner’s  Inquest  was  this  Morn’  taken  on 
the  Body  of  the  late  Farmer  Hugh  Bush  of  this  Parish 
by  Colls — Coroner — their  Verdict  was  Funacy.  My 
Servant  Ben.  Leggatt,  attended  as  one  of  the  Jurors. 
By  all  Accounts,  his  Fife  was  made  so  unhappy  by  his 
Wife  &  Family  and  also  by  his  own  bad  Actions  that 
his  Life  was  miserable.  Nancy  and  her  Brother  dined 
and  spent  the  Afternoon  at  Weston-House.  Mr.  Press 
Custance  there — none  besides  but  their  own  Family. 
They  went  &  returned  in  Mr.  Custance’s  Coach. 
They  came  home  about  8.  o’clock.  I  had  for  my 
Dinner  fryed  Beef  &  Cabbage  and  a  Rabbit  rosted  &c. 

Dec.  14,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with  eight 
Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome  for  which  he  owes 
me  (as  he  sent  no  Cash)  the  Sum  of  16.  12.  o.  as  per  his 
own  Note  sent  back  for  the  same.  A  great  Price,  tho’ 
not  so  great  as  it  was  lately.  It  was  a  very  little  time 
ago  up  to  50s/od.  pr.  Coomb.  Ben  returned  about 
5.  o’clock  this  Evening.  Dinner  to  day,  Calfs’  Fry  &c. 

Dec.  15,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
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at  Weston-Church.  Sent  Ben  this  Morn’  to  Mr. 
Stoughton  of  Sparham.  to  desire  him  to  administer 
the  H.  Sacrament  at  Weston  Church  on  Christmas 
Dap  or  the  Sunday  following  for  Mr.  Dade,  as  he  is 
not  in  Priests  Orders,  which  he  very  kindly  sent  me 
word  that  he  would  do  on  the  Sunday  after  Christmas- 
Day.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted  &c.  My  Nephew 
had  a  Letter  from  his  Wife  by  some  of  Weston  House 
Family. 

Decbr.  17,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Pegg,  this  Morning  for 
2.  Months  Income  Tax  at  20. £  per  Annum  3.  6.  8. 
Bush,  was  carried  this  Day  to  Dereham  to  be  buried,  as 
he  came  from  thence.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  & 
a  Rabbit  rosted.  But  very  poorly  to  day  owing  to  the 
cold. 

Decbr.  18,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  cold  with  some  Snow 
most  of  the  Morn’.  Sent  Briton  this  Morn’  with  a 
Note  to  my  Curate  Mr.  Dade  of  Boston.  He  returned 
home  by  Dinner  time.  Mr.  Dade  being  gone  to 
Norwich  reed,  no  Answer.  I  was  somewhat  better  to 
day,  but  still  poorly.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Rabbit 
&  c. 

Decbr.  19,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  cold  indeed  with  much 
Snow  this  Morn’  and  so  severe  a  Frost  as  to  freeze 
within  Doors  and  above  Stairs  in  a  very  little  time. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  See.  I  was 
very  poorly  indeed  towards  bed-time,  Spirits  low  and 
the  cold  almost  too  much  for  me.  The  cold  almost  too 
much  for  me  at  going  to  bed,  my  bed  not  warmed  or 
fire  in  my  Room. 

Decbr.  21,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Very  hard  Frost  again  this 
Morn’  but  fair.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
with  eight  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome,  reed, 
only  a  Note  for  same  at  i2s/od  per  Coomb,  which  was 
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(I  think  as  times  go)  too  little,  as  the  last  Week  it 
fetched  20s/od  per  Coomb.  It  was  not  (bright  Barley) 
but  good  in  its  kind.  Dinner  to  day,  Mutton  Soup  &c. 

Decbr.  23,  Monday.  .  .  .  The  Poor  of  Weston  went  about 
to  day  for  their  Christmas  Gifts,  instead  of  St.  Thos. 
Day  on  Saturday  last,  it  being  more  convenient  for 
them.  I  gave  to  5 1 .  of  them  at  my  House  this  Morn’  at 
6d.  each  1.  5.  6.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  called  on  us 
this  Morning  as  he  was  out  a  Shooting  and  during  the 
time  of  the  Poor  People  being  here.  Dinner  to  day, 
Fish  &  a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted. 

Decbr.  25,  Wednesday,  Christmas  Day.  We  breakfasted, 
dined,  &c.  again  at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  this 
Morning  at  Weston  Church  being  Christmas  Day. 
Hard-Frost  again  with  some  Snow.  Dinner  to  day, 
rost  Beef,  plumb  Pudding,  and  Mince  Pies.  The 
following  poor  People  dined  at  my  House  or  had  their 
dinner  sent  them.  Widow  Case,  Thos.  Atterton 
Senr.,  Mary  Heavers  Senr.,  Robt.  Downing,  Roger 
Sherwood,  and  my  Clerk,  Willm.  Large,  to  each  of 
them  I  gave  or  sent  them  Is/ od  each  o.  6.  o.  I  was 
pretty  well  to  day,  blessed  be  God  for  it,  considering 
also  the  present  cold  Weather.  I  burnt  for  one  Hour 
my  old  Wax-Candle  this  Evening  about  half  an  Hour, 
it  is  almost  finished,  it  might  last  for  once  more,  & 
that  is  all  it  can  do. 

Decbr.  26,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this 
Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  Weather 
very  cold  &  Frost,  with  Snow.  A  good  many  People 
about  to  day  after  their  Christmas  Gifts,  as  also  our 
Ringers.  The  present  severe  Weather  pinches  me 
tho’  I  have  not  had  my  bed  warmed  at  all. 

Decbr.  27,  Friday.  .  .  .  Hard  Frost  with  some  Snow 
again  to  day,  Mason  of  Sparham  here  with  his  Bell- 
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Harp.  Dinner  to  da y,  Peas-Soup  &  a  rost-Goose. 
Betty  Dade’s  Father  here  to  day.  The  cold  Weather 
affected  me  much  to  day. 

Decbr.  29,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham, 
read  Prayers  &  administered  the  H.  Sacrament  this 
Morn’  at  Weston  Church  for  Mr.  Dade.  None  of 
Weston  House  Family  at  Church.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Turkey  rosted  &c.  My  Nephew  had  a  disagreeable 
Letter  from  an  Attorney  in  Town  by  name,  Brown, 
concerning  some  Land  near  his  House  at  Galhampton 
concerning  some  Land  which  my  Nephew  rents  of 
him,  threatning  to  arrest  him  for  Rent  for  half  a  Year 
to  Michelmas  last.  Mr.  Stoughton  called  on  me  after 
D.  Service.  I  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  dine  with 
me.  I  take  it  very  kind  of  him  in  assisting  Mr.  Dade. 

Decbr.  31,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Palmer  my  Malster,  called  on  me  this 
Morning,  and  I  paid  him  a  Bill  for  Malt,  Hops,  and 
for  Grass-Seeds,  for  the  Year  21.  18.  o.  Mr.  Custance 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  He  came  Walking  to  Weston 
Parsonage.  Dinner  to  day,  Knuckle  of  Veal  &  a  Rabbit 
rosted.  Fair  mostly  to  day,  but  exceeding  cold  indeed 
as  severe  or  severer  Frost  than  we  have  had  yet.  Our 
Pond  in  the  Garden  frozen  so  hard  that  my  Nephew 
Willm.  Woodforde  walked  across  it.  Very  cold  indeed 
this  Evening,  it  froze  sharply  within  doors.  The  present 
severe  Weather  hath  every  Appearance  of  continuing. 
The  snow  being  rather  deep  on  the  Ground  prevents 
the  Wheat  in  ground  from  any  great  Injury  from  the 
present  severe  Frost. 

Anno  Domini — 1800 

January  1,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  cold,  &  a  very  hard  Frost  indeed. 
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Master  John  Custance  called  on  us  this  Morn’.  Dinner 
to  day,  Neck  of  Pork  rosted  &c.  Brewed  a  Barrel  of 
Table-Beer  to  day.  It  froze  very  hard  to  day  within 
Doors  again.  May  Happiness  &  Peace  attend  us  this 
Year. 

Janry.  3,  Friday.  .  .  .  Paid  John  Buck,  my  annual  Bill 
which  he  brought  me  this  Morning  2.  13.6.  .  .  . 

Janry.  5,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  I  had  a  very  good 
Night  of  Sleep  last  Night  with  little  or  no  coughing. 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston- 
Church.  Dinner  to  day  rost  Beef  &  Mince-Pies  &c. 

Janry.  7,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  foggy  indeed  &  very  damp  but  mild. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  Sec.  I  think  that 
I  get  rather  weaker  daily,  and  more  and  more  weak  in 
memory.  Thanks  to  God!  that  I  am  as  well  as  I  am. 
My  Appetite  is  pretty  good  however.  Sent  Mr. 
Emeris  lately  a  present  of  a  Piece  of  Somerset  Cheese. 

January  8,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Still  very  damp,  hazy  &  cold 
Weather.  Dinner  to  day,  hash  Mutton  &  an  Hare 
rosted.  The  present  Weather  appears  likely  to  con¬ 
tinue.  I  was  very  poorly  all  the  day  long,  had  but  an 
indifferent  Night  of  Rest  &  but  little  Sleep.  Coughed 
a  great  deal  in  the  Night.  John  Mortons  poor  Wife 
died,  having  been  a  poor  helpless  Creature  &  bed¬ 
ridden  all  the  last  five  Years  almost. 

January  9,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  poorly  again  to  day, 
having  had  a  very  indifferent  Night  again  last  Night, 
coughed  a  great  part  of  the  Night.  Very  unwell  the 
whole  Day,  &  Appetite  bad.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her 
eldest  Daughter  and  Sons,  John  &  Neville  called  on  us 
this  Morn.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  rost  Fowl  Sec. 
Nancy’s  Brother  had  a  Letter  from  his  Wife  brought 
this  Morning  by  Mrs.  Custance. 
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January  io,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Had  a  good  Night  of  Sleep  last  Night,  and  when 
I  got  up  this  Morning,  had  the  Gout  in  my  left  Foot 
so  bad,  that  it  was  with  some  trouble  that  I  got  down 
Stairs.  A.M.W.  when  she  came  down  Stairs  never 
askd  me  how  I  did  or  took  the  lest  notice  of  my  being 
so  lame  or  anything  else.  About  Noon  to  day,  being 
quite  alone  in  my  Study  for  some  time,  I  had  a  kind  of 
Epileptic  Fit  and  fell  out  of  my  Chair  but  could  not 
get  up  without  Assistance  and  it  was  some  time  after 
I  got  out  of  it  till  I  could  get  to  the  Bell  to  ring  it. 
Betty  came  however  almost  immediately.  After 
Dinner  I  got  better  but  very  weak.  Dinner  to  day, 
hash  Mutton  &  a  Fowl  rosted. 

January  12,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers,  Preached  &  buried 
J5  Norton’s  poor  Wife  this  Morn’  at  Weston  Ch. 
Norton’s  Wife  was  60.  Years  old.  Her  Daughter  that 
lived  with  her  was  very  good  indeed  to  her  to  the  last. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Calfs  Head  See. 

Janry.  13,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  my  Servants  this  Morning  their  Wages. 


viz  to  Benjamin  Leggatt  Yrs.  Wages  10.  o.  o. 
To  Bretingham  Scurl  ditto  9.  o.  o. 

To  Betty  Dade  ditto  5.  5.  o. 

To  Sally  Gunton  ditto  5.5.0. 

To  Henry  Daines  a  Qrs.  Wages  10.  6. 


Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning  after  marry¬ 
ing  a  Couple  at  Weston  Church  for  Mr.  Dade  by 
Banns,  Woods  &  Clarke.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of 
Veal  rosted  & c. 

Janry.  14,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Charles  Cary,  his  annual 
Bill  for  Shoes  &c.  this  Morning  o.  8.  6.  Paid  my 
Butcher  Willm.  Stoughton  for  Meat 
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from  Sepbr.  last  14.  13.  6. 

Reed,  of  him  for  Pigs  1.  16.  o. 

Paid  him  on  balance  12.  17.  o. 

I  am  in  hopes  of  getting  somewhat  better  as  I  think 
myself  stronger  of  late.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  & 
a  Turkey  rosted  &c.  The  same  Weather  still  continues. 

January  16,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c. 
again  at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  dined  &  spent  the 
Afternoon  with  us,  but  did  not  stay  to  Tea.  Dinner 
to  Day,  Ham  &  Chicken,  and  a  Piece  of  rost-Beef  & 
Apple  Dumplins.  Willm.  took  a  ride  this  Morning 
before  Dinner.  N.B.  The  Ham  we  had  for  Dinner  to 
day  was  almost  devoured  by  the  Hoppers  getting  into 
it,  unknown  to  me  before  it  came  to  Table.  The  Maids 
and  Nancy  knew  it  before,  but  said  nothing  at  all  to 
me  about  it — or  not  have  had  it  into  the  Parlour. 

January  17,  Friday.  ...  A  fine  Day  indeed  for  the 
Season.  I  hope  it  is  not  a  Weather-breader  as  it  is 
called  here,  implying  bad  Weather  near  at  hand. 

Janry.  19,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  Dinner  to  day, 
Loin  of  Veal  rosted  See.  Very  dull,  dark  Weather  with 
some  Rain.  Nancy’s  Brother  had  a  disagreeable  Letter 
to  day  on  Money  Matters. 

Janry.  20,  Monday.  .  .  .  An  Attorney  from  Norwich 
called  here  in  tbe  Afternoon  to  enquire  after  Nancy’s 
Brother,  but  he  would  not  be  seen  by  him.  It  made  me 
rather  uneasy  concerning  it.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of 
Mutton  rosted  & c. 

Janry.  22,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Stephen  Andrews  Senr.  was 
married  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church  by  Mr. 
Maynard  to  his  Housekeeper,  Patience  Allen,  by 
Licence.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  me  before  and  after 
the  Marriage-Ceremony,  but  did  not  stay  long. 
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Dinner  to  day,  Peas-Soup,  &  boiled  Beef  &c.  Paid  my 
Servant  Maid  this  Morning,  Betty  Dade  for  divers 
things  for  the  House  from  Decbr.  16th.  1799  t0  this 
Day  1800  3.  7.  10L  Brewed  a  Barrel  of  Table  Beer 
to  day.  Very  smart  Frost  &  very  cold,  but  Sun¬ 
shine. 

January  24,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  busy  all  the  Morning  in  looking  over 
Family  Accounts  &  Goods  relating  to  Somersett  that 
my  Nephew  Willm.  Woodforde  might  take  a  Copy  of 
the  same  with  him  into  Somersett.  After  which  I 
made  him  a  Present  of  a  Bank  of  England  Note  of 
5.  o.  o.  Also  two  Guineas,  to  be  laid  out  in  Town  for 
things  in  remembrance  of  me  to  his  Wife  and  Children 
— 2.  2.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

Janry.  26,  Sunday.  .  . .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Morn’  at  Weston  Church.  Few  People  there.  It 
was  a  dark  wet  Morning  and  mild.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  We  were  rather  dull 
and  flat  to  day,  as  to  Morrow  Nancy’s  Brother  Willm. 
Woodforde  leaves  Weston  Parsonage  for  Somersett. 

Janry.  27,  Monday.  .  .  .  We  got  up  very  early  this 
Morning  on  Account  of  my  Nephew  setting  out  for 
Somersett,  we  breakfasted  about  seven  o’clock  and  at 
eight  my  Nephew  mounted  his  Mare  and  set  off  for 
Somersett  by  the  Newmarket  Road  by  Attleborough, 
Thetford,  &c.  He  purposed  reaching  Barton  Mills 
this  Evening.  Pray  God!  send  him  a  good  &  safe 
Journey.  It  made  us  very  low  on  parting.  Sent 
Briton  this  Morning  early  to  Norwich  with  his  Trunk 
to  go  by  one  of  the  London  Coaches  this  Afternoon. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  See.  Briton 
returned  home  about  5.  this  Aft.  A  very  fine  and 
mild  Day  for  the  Season. 
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January  29,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Paid  my  Servant  Man, 
Ben.  Laggatt  this  Morn’  for  divers  things  2.  7.  1.  Mr. 
Custance’s  Sons,  John  &  Neville  called  on  us  this 
Morning,  they  go  to  School  this  Week.  Whilst  they 
were  with  us,  Mr.  Foster  of  Lenewade  Bridge  came 
here,  by  my  desire  to  be  paid  his  Bill  for  Rent, 
Flour  &c.  of  21. 10.6.  Dr.  Thorne  also  called  on  us  this 
Morning  whilst  Mr.  Foster  was  with  us  and  stayed 
some  time.  Betty’s  Father,  Wm.  Dade,  here  this 
Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  a  rosted  Rabbit  & c.  Thank 
God!  that  I  was  tolerably  well  to  day.  I  had  a  long 
sitting  of  it  to  day,  from  near  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
Morning  to  three  in  the  Aft. 

January  30,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  A  Petitioner  for  Alms,  (a  Man,  very  much 
like  Thorne,  late  a  Cabinet-Maker  of  Norwich,  &  of 
whom  I  bought  most  of  my  Mohogany-Furniture) 
called  here  this  Morning  to  ask  Charity,  he  said  that  he 
was  an  American.  He  appeared  very  paralytick — gave 
him  o.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef,  &c.  My 
Nephew,  Willm.  Woodforde,  thank  God!  very  fine 
Weather  indeed,  considering  the  Season,  ever  since 
he  left  Weston,  and  suppose  that  he  must  be  near 
London,  if  not  there,  this  Day. 

January  31,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Rather  poorly  to  day  about  dinner  time. 
Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Codlings  &  a  Rabbit  rosted.  We 
were  very  sorry  to  see  on  the  London  Paper’s  received 
this  Morn’  from  Weston-House  of  the  Death  of 
Admiral  Squire.  I  am  sorry  for  him.  Nancy’s  Brother 
Willm.  must  be  greatly  affected  by  it,  as  he  promised 
the  Admiral  when  he  was  in  Town  in  his  road  to 
Norfolk,  that  on  his  return  into  the  West,  he  would 
spend  a  few  Days  with  him  at  Chelsea.  What  a  great 
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loss  and  disappointment  must  Willm.  felt  and  received 
on  hearing  of  the  same. 

Febry.  i,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Very  fine  Day  for  the  Season, 
tho’  cold,  being  frosty.  Dinner  to  day,  Soup  &  a 
Couple  of  Ducks  rosted.  Thank  God!  I  was  finely  to 
day,  Appetite  good.  No  Ipswich  Newspaper  came  to 
hand  to  day  nor  any  Letter  from  Willm.  Woodforde. 
Our  Yard  and  Dykes  near  us  were  never  so  full  of 
Water  as  of  late — very  bad  indeed. 

Febry.  3,  Monday.  .  .  .  Paid  Betty  this  Morn’  for  divers 
things  o.  9.  4.  Thanks  to  God !  that  I  felt  myself  more 
strong  and  less  nervous  to  day,  tho’  still  much  ener¬ 
vated.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance  sent  us  an  Hare.  Dinner 
to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

Febry.  4,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  Maid  Betty  Dade  went 
to  spend  a  few  Days  with  her  Friends  at  Mattishall. 
Ben  carried  her  in  my  old  Market-Cart.  Mrs.  Cus¬ 
tance  with  her  eldest  Daughter  Fanny  and  her  Son 
John  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers  &c.  I  continue  near  the 
same  as  Yesterday.  Mrs.  Custance’s  Daughters  appear 
as  if  they  were  moped,  very  little  Animation  in  them. 

Febry.  6,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Betty  returned  home  to  Dinner 
from  Mattishall.  Her  Father  brought  her  home  on 
horseback.  My  nerves  I  think  are  rather  stronger  than 
they  were  and  I  flatter  myself  with  the  hopes  of  being 
so.  Fine  Seasonable  Weather  (thank  God!)  continues. 

Febry.  8,  Saturday.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
early  with  5.  Coomb  of  grey  Peas,  and  5.  Coomb  of 
Oats — he  did  not  return  till  near  6.  o’clock.  He 
brought  me  by  my  Order,  an  eight-Share  of  a  Lottery 
Ticket,  English — No.  14,556.  Ben  settled  Accounts 
with  Bloome  for  me  for  the  last  Year,  this  Day  in¬ 
cluded  also.  He  paid  him  his  Coal  Bill  for  1799 — • 
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1 6.  I.  I.  And  reed  of  him  for  Corn  sent  for  ditto 
35.  11.  o.  Reed,  of  him  on  the  balance,  by  Ben  15.  9.  o. 
He  paid  for  the  Lottery-Share.  2.  4.  6. 

Febry.  9,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church — Nancy  was  at  Church. 
Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her  Brother  Willm.  dated 
from  London  near  a  Week  ago.  It  was  brought  from 
Weston  House.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c. 

Febry.  11,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  to  Js.  Pegg  6.  Weeks 
Income  Tax.  3.  6.  8.  .  .  . 

Febry.  13,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  after  many  things  wanted  from  thence.  He 
returned  about  6.  o’clock.  He  brought  me  by  my 
Order  a  sixteenth  Share  in  the  Lottery  for  which  he 
paid,  and  for  registering  the  same  1.  3.  0.  Dinner  to 
day,  hashed  Mutton  &  Pudding  See.  The  Number  of 
the  Ticket  was  30,695.  The  Lottery  begins  drawing, 
March  the  3rd. 

Febry.  14,  Friday.  .  .  .  This  being  Valentine’s  Day,  gave 
to  74.  poor  Children  of  this  Parish  at  one  penny  each 
6.  2.  Dinner  to  day,  Fish  &  hash  Mutton  & c.  The 
present  cold  Weather  pinched  me  to  day. 

Febry.  15,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  made  us  a  Morning  Visit  on  foot  and 
stayed  with  us  near  an  Hour.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled 
Tongue  &  a  Duck  &c.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  Corn  to  Bloome — Oats  7.  Coomb, 
Barley  3.  Coomb.  Ben  returned  home  about  7. 
o’clock  in  the  Aft.  Reed,  of  Ben,  for  Corn  sent  9.  8.  o. 
that  is,  for  my  Oats  at  20s.  7.  o.  o.  for  my  Barley  at 
16s.  2.  8.  o.  A  great  Price  for  each  but  the  prime  sort 
of  Barley  sold  almost  double  mine.  Paid  Briton  for 
divers  things  £3.  13s.  iid. 
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Febry.  1 6,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  He 
walked  from  Boston  to  Weston  and  after  Service 
walked  on  to  Mattishall  to  Mrs.  Bodhams.  He  did  not 
call  on  us  as  he  had  no  time.  When  he  walked  by  our 
House  we  were  at  dinner.  Dinner  to  day,  part  of  a 
Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  A  cold  raw  day,  without 
Sunshine. 

Febry.  17,  Monday.  .  .  .  Old  Mr.  Hammerton  of  Lyng 
who  died  last  Week  is  to  be  buried  to  day  and  it  is  said 
that  the  Funeral  will  be  very  expensive.  A  very  cold 
ENE  Wind  with  a  Frost  still  prevails.  It  pinches  me 
very  much  indeed  being  an  Invalid.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  The  present  dry 
Weather  hath  greatly  improved  the  Land,  especially 
our  Farm  Yard,  which  of  late  hath  been  uncommonly 
wet  &  damp. 

Febry.  19,  Wednesday.  ...  I  was  but  very  so,  so,  this 
Morning,  and  being  made  very  uneasy  about  Noon, 
made  me  worse.  I  could  eat  but  very  little  indeed  for 
Dinner.  Very  fine,  seasonable  Weather  (thank  God) 
for  it.  From  12.  till  near  3.  o’clock,  dinner  time,  I 
was  by  myself  in  my  Study,  but  nevertheless  I  was  not 
so  ill,  but  that  I  could  find  some  ease.  In  the  Evening 
was  something  better  &  more  composed. 

Febry.  22,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with  eight 
Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome  at  Trowse  Mills. 
He  returned  about  7.  in  the  Evening  and  brought  me 
in  Notes  &  Cash  for  my  Wheat  of  Mr.  Bloome  at  57. 
Shillings  per  Coomb  for  the  same  the  Sum  of  22.  16.  o. 
The  greatest  Price  I  ever  yet  reed,  for  Wheat.  Nancy 
had  a  long  Letter  from  her  Brother  Willm.  dated  from 
Gallhampton  in  Somersett  of  his  safe  Arrival  there 
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from  London  and  that  his  Wife  and  Children  &c.  all 
well  &c.  Nancy  had  also  a  Parcel  from  London  of 
things  got  for  her  by  Willm.  in  London  in  which  was  a 
present  for  me,  a  Book,  or  rather  a  Pamphlet,  ca  Bone 
to  pick  for  the  Democrats’.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey 
rosted  &c. 

Febry.  23,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  George  Smith  of  Mattishall 
read  Prayers  and  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston- 
Church  for  Mr.  Dade  who  is  gone  to  Cambridge.  Mr. 
G.  Smith  called  on  us  after  Divine-Service  but  did  not 
stay  any  time  to  signify.  He  drank  one  Glass  of  Wine 
and  was  off.  He  came  in  a  Wisky  &  a  Lad  with  him  in 
it.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted  &  c.  Mr.  Ham 
Custance  with  his  Brother  William  drank  Tea  with 
us  this  Evening— they  came  walking.  I  was  but  very 
poorly  again  to  day,  fainty  &c. 

Febry.  25,  Tuesday. . . .  Paid  Ben,  this  Morning  for  divers 
things  3.  5.  3.  Aldridge  called  here  this  Morning  with 
divers  things  in  the  Muslin  &  Cotton  Goods,  I  paid 
him  a  Bill  for  goods  sent  me  some  time  back  from  Nor¬ 
wich,  for  Thick  Set  for  Briton.  1.  7.  o.  The  Price  of 
Wheat  being  so  very  dear  at  present  occasions  very 
great  grumbling  amongst  the  Poor  at  this  time,  and 
makes  them  talk  loudly.  Three  Pounds  per  Coomb1 
for  Wheat  on  Saturday  last  was  said  to  be  asked  at 
Norwich  Market.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  &  Fritters.  Very  piercing  cold  indeed  to  day,  a 
smart  Frost,  with  a  strong  ENE  Wind — It  pinches 
me  sorely. 

Febry.  27,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning  and  he  brought  a  Petition  for  me  to  sign 
respecting  Chapman’s  Family  whose  Son  died  in  his 

1  This  means  the  enormous  price  of  £ 6  a  quarter  (a  coomb  =  half  a 
quarter).  Even  this  price  was  exceeded  in  the  ensuing  winter. 
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Majesty’s  Service,  respecting  some  Prize-Money, 
which  was  due  to  his  Family  &  which  I  signed.  Dinner 
to  day,  rost  Beef  &c. 

Febry.  28,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Bitter  cold  again  to  day,  with  a  ENE  Wind. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  Sec.  Though 
pinched  a  good  deal  by  the  present  severe  cold 
Weather,  my  Spirits  are  pretty  good.  I  made  a  pretty 
dinner  to  day  on  the  Mutton.  The  Fruit  Trees 
against  the  Wall  nor  elsewhere,  which  used  to  be  out 
in  bloom  by  this  time,  now  make  no  appearance 
whatever.  Vegetation  don’t  seem  to  be  advancing  as 
yet  but  very  slowly,  very  much  so  indeed.  We  have 
very,  very  sharp  Frosts  every  Night  &  very  cold  ENE 
Winds  by  Day.  Our  early  sets  of  Peas  &  Beans,  almost 
all  destroyed. 

March  1,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  The  same  cold  Weather  still  prevails  &  likely 
so  to  do.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her  Cousin  Jane 
Grove,  it  came  by  Mr.  Custance  who  was  at  Norwich 
Yesterday  &  who  sent  his  Servant  with  it  this  Morning. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Duck  rosted  Sec.  I  was 
made  very  uneasy  this  Morning  by  one  thing  and 
another  which  made  me  very  uneasy.  We  had  no 
Newspapers  brought  to  Night. 

March  2,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  George  Smith  of  Mattishall 
read  Prayers  &  Preached  again  for  Mr.  Dade  at  Weston 
in  the  Morn’.  He  called  on  me  both  going  &  coming 
from  Church.  His  Horse,  Servant,  &  Whiskey  were 
at  the  Parsonage.  Nancy  was  at  Church  to  day. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  Sec. 

March  5.  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Fair  mostly  but  very  cold  Se 
a  hard  Frost.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Couple  of  boiled 
Rabbits  Sec.  Mrs.  Custance  Se  Daughters  sent  a  Note 
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to  Nancy,  that  they  would  drink  [tea]  with  her  to 
Morrow,  if  not  engaged  in  the  Afternoon.  I  hope  that 
I  am  in  a  convalescent  State. 

March  6,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters,  Fanny  &  Emily,  and  their  Brother  Hamble- 
ton,  drank  Coffee  &  Tea  here  in  the  Afternoon.  It 
froze  very  sharp  all  last  Night  and  this  Day  exceeding 
cold  in  the  Evening.  I  did  not  however  have  my  Bed 
warmed,  nor  any  Night  this  Winter  as  yet. 

March  8,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  to  Norwich  this  Morn¬ 
ing  with  eight  Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Bloome.  Nancy 
sent  a  Letter  by  him  to  her  Br.  Willm.  Dinner  to  day 
hash’d  Mutton  &c.  Ben  returned  about  5.  o’clock  this 
Evening  &  brought  me  in  Cash  for  my  Wheat  at 
54s/od.  18.  18.  o.  It  froze  very  sharp  indeed  last  Night 
both  within  doors  and  without — and  like  wise  all  this 
Day,  especially  in  the  Morning. 

March  10,  Monday.  .  .  .  The  same  cold  Weather  still  pre¬ 
vails,  tho’  fair.  I  made  a  bet  with  Nancy  this  Evening 
of  1.  Shilling  that  it  rained  before  to  Morrow  Night. 

March  1 1,  Tuesday.  ...  It  rained  softly  good  part  of  the 
Day,  so  that  I  got  my  bet  with  my  Niece,  but  not 
reed.  it.  Taylor  Cary,  named  Robert,  called  on  me 
this  Morn’  and  measured  me  for  a  Pair  of  Breeches  of 
black  Velverett  which  he  had  of  me  2  Yrds-J.  We 
heard  to  day  that  there  was  a  bad  fever  at  Easton, 
some  People  of  that  Parish  having  very  lately  died 
there  of  the  same.  The  common  People  talk  much  of 
it,  &  call  it  the  Yellow-Fever  which  was  so  fatal  the 
last  Year  in  America.  A  Farmer  &  his  Wife,  by  name 
Vincent  with  their  Maid,  died  at  Easton  within  10. 
Days  of  each  other  in  the  last  Week— They  were  much 
respected.  Am  truly  sorry,  it  proved  so  fatal — may 
they  be  happy. 
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March  12,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  This  being  a  Day  for  a 
general  Fast  to  be  observed  and  kept  devoutly,  Mr. 
Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston- 
Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Salt-Fish  &  Fritters  &c.  Not 
so  well  to  day  as  I  could  wish. 

March  13,  Thursday.  ...  I  was  sorry  to  see  on  the  Bury- 
Paper  to  day  the  Death  of  poor  Taswell,  Vicar  of 
Aylsham,  he  had  been  ailing  some  time  of  late,  he  had 
something  of  paralytick-Stroke,  sometime  back  which 
affected  his  face,  he  was  abt.  55. 

March  15,  Saturday.  .  .  .  My  Butcher,  Billy  Stoughton, 
who  had  a  Cow  by  name  Patty  with  a  Calf  of  hers  on 
6th.  to  sell  for  me,  were  this  Afternoon  returned  to 
me  as  he  could  not  sell  them  for  their  value.  We  had 
no  newspapers  to  day,  or  Letters  tho’  Betty  Cary  was  at 
Norwich  and  might  have  brought  them  which  have 
happened  very  often  of  late,  she  caring  nothing  abt.  it. 
Dinner  to  day,  Calf’s  Fry  &  Heart  rosted  &c.  The 
Weather  to  day  rather  altered  for  the  better. 

March  16,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Custance  at  Church.  About  2.  o’clock  Mr. 
Corbould  of  Norwich  my  late  Curate  here,  called  on 
me  about  2.  o’clock  this  Afternoon,  and  he  stayed  and 
dined  with  us  but  went  away  before  Tea.  He  came  to 
Weston  respecting  some  Money  that  he  paid,  when 
here,  about  the  Yeomen  Cavalry,  which  were  raised 
when  he  was  here.  Dinner  to  day,  some  Soup,  a  Neck 
of  Veal  rosted  and  a  Pudding  &  Tarts  &c. 

March  18,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  Cow  Patty,  bad  in  the 
Gargut,  after  calving.  Sent  for  the  Cow  Doctor,  John 
Reeves  who  gave  her  a  drink  (as  they  call  it  here)  she 
is  not  very  bad.  .  .  . 

March  19,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Dinner  to  day,  cold  rost 
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Beef  &  a  Leveret  rosted  &c.  I  made  a  very  good  Dinner 
to  day  indeed.  I  hope  that  I  do  not  eat  too  much  for 
health.  We  still  have  very  cold  Weather  with  ENE 
Wind.  Vegetation  still  at  a  Stand,  scarce  any  thing 
grows.  No  blossom  yet  on  any  of  the  Wall  fruit-Trees 
or  scarce  any  appearance  of  it. 

March  20,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  cold  dry,  barren  Weather 
still  prevails.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Tongue  &  Fish. 
I  had  but  a  poor  night  of  rest  last  Night  and  rather 
unwell,  all  the  Day,  but  more  so  in  the  Morning  before 
dinner  than  afterwards.  Very  spiritless  and  very 
drowsy  &  fearful!.  In  the  Evening  something  better. 

March  21,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Sister 
Lady  Bacon,  called  here  this  Morning,  but  did  not 
come  in.  They  gave  Nancy  an  Airing  for  about  half 
an  Flour.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  sold  at  14L 
o.  3.  oj.  for  seven  Days  from  three  Cows.  Dinner  to 
day,  fryed  Fish  &  Veal  Soup  &c.  Nancy  invited  to 
dine  at  Weston-House  on  Monday. 

March  22,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  Corn  6.  Coomb  of  Oats  &  4.  Coomb  of 
grey  Peas.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  Ben 
returned  about  6.  o’clock  this  Evening.  He  brought 
me  Cash  for  my  Corn  11.  12.  o.  viz:  For  my  Oats,  6. 
Coomb  at  20s/od.  6.  o.  o.  For  my  grey  Peas  4.  Coomb  at 
28s/od.  3.12.0.  I  was  very  poorly  indeed  to  day — very 
low.  Fair  &  dry  to  day,  but  air  very  cold.  ENE. 

March  24,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  &c.  again  at  home. 
Nancy  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  and  great  part  of 
the  Evening  at  Weston-House,  with  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Custance  &  their  two  Daughters,  with  their  Sons 
Hambleton  and  William  Custance,  Lady  Bacon  with 
her  Daughters  Anne,  and  Maria  Bacon.  Miss  Mary 
Anne  Bacon  from  Devonshire,  and  Edmund  Bacon 
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eldest  Son  of  Sr.  Edmund  &  Lady  Bacon.  Nancy  did 
not  return  till  after  9.  o’clock  this  Evening  as  the 
young  folks  at  Weston  House  had  something  of  a 
Masquerade-Ball  this  Evening.  Dramatis  Personae, 
Miss  Custance  in  the  Character  of  an  old  Woman, 
Emily  Custance  a  flower  Girl,  Devonshire  Miss  Bacon 
a  Fortune-Teller  alias  Gipsy,  Miss  Bacon  in  the 
Character  of  a  Fool,  Miss  Maria  Bacon,  a  Ghost 1 —  None 
of  the  young  Gentlemen  acted  at  all  or  were  dressed. 
I  had  for  my  Dinner  to  day  a  boiled  Chicken  & c. 

March  26,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Paid  my  Maid,  Betty  Dade 
this  Morning  for  divers  things,  as  per  Account  1.  i8.6f. 
Miss  Bacon  with  Miss  Emily  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morning  on  their  Walk,  stayed  about  half  an  hour, 
eat  a  Cake  apiece.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton 
&  Capers  &c.  Thanks  to  Almighty  God  that  I  am 
stronger  than  I  was  and  appear  to  gain  Strength. 
Made  a  very  hearty  [dinner]  on  the  Mutton  to  day.  I 
walked  out  to  day  for  some  time  and  but  little  fatigued 
after  it.  The  Weather  tho’  fair  and  dry  to  day,  yet 
cold,  &  Vegetation  very  slow  indeed.  Scarce  any 
Turnip-Green  to  be  seen. 

March  28,  Friday.  ...  I  was  much  worse  this  Morning, 
Gout  all  over  me.  It  was  with  much  pain  that  I  could 
use  my  right  hand  &  very  feverish.  Could  not  get  up 

1  Of  these  ‘Characters’  it  may  be  interesting  to  state  that  Miss  Custance 
(Frances  Ann)  married  on  June  26,  1804,  Robert  Marsham  of  Stratton 
Strawless,  and  died  March  20,  1874;  Miss  Emily  Custance  married  the 
Rev.  Bartholomew  Edwards,  Rector  of  Ashill,  and  died  in  1864;  Miss 
Bacon  (Anne  Frances,  d.  of  Sir  Edmund  Bacon)  married  in  1803  Edward 
Thos.  Hussey  of  Galtrim,  Co.  Meath,  while  her  sister  Maria  married 
Edward  Hodge,  Major  in  the  7th  Hussars,  who  fell  at  Genappe  on 
June  16  (Waterloo  was  fought  on  the  18th),  1815.  The  Devonshire  Miss 
Bacon— Mary  Anne,  the  Fortune-Teller,  married  her  cousin  Edmund 
Bacon — see  entry  for  Sept.  10,  1801,  and  foot-note.  (See  Burke’s  Peerage, 
&c.,  and  Landed  Gentry .) 
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or  come  down  without  help.  Paid  Taylor  Cary  a  Bill 
of  I.  16.  nj.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  at  14^.  3.  04. 
Dinner  to  day,  Fish  &  a  Couple  of  Ducks.  To  Tim  the 
Fisherman  for  Fish  pd.  1. 3.  Clock  cleaned  by  Simonds 
of  Reepham. 

March  30,  Sunday.  . . .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  Dinner  to  day, 
rost  Beef  &  a  Currant  Pudding  & c.  We  had  our  News¬ 
papers  this  Morning  and  with  them  two  Letters  from 
the  Lottery  Office  at  Norwich  of  our  having  small 
Prizes  from  our  Shares — My  No.  14,556  an  8th  Share 
of  18  £.  Nancy’s — 8,495  a  16th  ditto  of  18  £.  I  was 
very  poorly  &  weak  almost  all  the  Day.  My  right  hand 
so  weak  that  I  can  scarce  use  it. 

April  2,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Thank  God!  for  a  good  nights  Rest,  by 
which  felt  myself  much  stronger,  and  came  down 
Stairs  quite  hearty,  but  being  made  uneasy  soon  after 
being  below  Stairs  my  Strength  &  Spirits  left  me,  and 
I  was  very  soon  indeed  brought  down  as  low  and  as 
weak  as  ever — Evp-qxo.  &c. — Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Beef 
&c.  In  the  Evening  was  somewhat  better.  The 
Weather  still  continues  cold  &  damp.  The  Weakness 
in  my  right  hand  rather  better. 

April  6,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morning 
at  Weston  Church.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  this  Morning 
from  her  Brother  Willm.  W.  of  Gallhampton  by 
Weston-House  Family — informing  us  of  the  Death  on 
Sunday  last  of  our  aged  Uncle,  Mr.  Thos.  Woodforde 
of  Ansford  in  Somersett — aged  94.  Years.  Dinner  to 
day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Rather  faint  and  Weak 
to  day.  Our  Maid,  Betty  Dade  very  poorly  to  day. 

April  7,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
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home.  Betty  still  poorly,  but  not  worse  I  think.  The 
Rhubarb  I  gave  her  last  Night,  I  hope  prevented  her 
from  being  worse.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Pork  rosted 
&c.  My  poor,  good,  tho’  blind  Horse  Rodney,  was 
very  suddenly  taken  ill  this  Morn’  but  was  something 
better  before  the  Dr.  Johnny  Reeves  came  to  him 
however.  He  bled  him  and  ordered  a  Draught  for 
him.  Altho’  I  eat  &  drink  very  heartily,  yet  I  find  my¬ 
self  gain  little  or  no  more  strength. 

April  8,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  To  Js.  Pegg  paid  this  Adorning 
3.  6.  8.  for  six  Weeks  Income  Tax.  I  thank  God  that  I 
continue  near  the  same  as  Yesterday,  if  any  thing 
better  than  worse.  My  Butcher,  Stoughton,  and  with 
him,  Chambers  of  Lyng  a  Shopkeeper,  called  on  me 
this  Morning.  Chambers  came  with  Stoughton  on  a 
Walk  with  him.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  See.  Fine 
Weather  for  the  Season  still  continues.  The  Grass 
is  fast  on  its  Growth  in  the  Garden.  Beans  and  Peas 
in  a  fine  growing  State. 

April  10,  Thursday.  .  .  .  My  right  hand  still  very  weak  Se 
swelled,  and  continues,  rather  weak  in  every  respect, 
tho’  I  can  eat  &  do  quite  hearty.  Mr.  Custance’s 
Servant  brought  me  a  Letter  this  Morning,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Lottery,  that  my  Number  30,695  was, 
7th.  of  April,  drawn  a  Blank.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed 
Souce  Sc c. 

April  11,  Good-Friday.  .  .  .  This  being  Good-Friday, 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Aft.  at  Weston- 
Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Salt-Fish  &  Fritters.  Not 
quite  so  well  to  day  as  Yesterday.  My  Spirits  much 
depressed,  rather  low. 

April  14,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  again  at 
home.  This  being  Easter  Monday,  my  Clerk  Willm. 
Large  called  on  me  for  his  annual  Gift,  I  gave  him,  as 
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usual  half  a  Crown,  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  da y,  boiled  Beef 
&c.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  with  their  two  Daughters, 
and  their  eldest  Son  (Hambleton  Custance)  drank 
Coffee  &  Tea  with  us  this  Evening.  My  hand  rather 
weaker  I  think,  am  afraid  that  I  have  strained  it  in  its 
weak  State,  as  it  is  so  very  painful  to  day  &  swelled — 
am  obliged  to  make  some  use  of  it. 

April  15,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Paid  James  Hardy,  Landlord  of  Weston-Heart, 
this  Morning,  for  Liquors  2.  13.  o. 

viz,  to  two  Gallons  of  Rum  at  i6s/od.  1.  12.  o. 

To  one  Gallon  of  Brandy  at  2is/od.  1.  1.  o. 

Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Pork  boiled  &c.  I  eat  very  hearty 
for  Dinner  to  day  &  feel  stronger  inwardly,  but  right 
hand  very  weak  Se  swelled  wch.  I  attribute  to  Gout. 
It  is  with  great  Pain  that  I  write  this.  [The  writing 
here  is  shaky,  but  not  markedly  so.] 

April  16,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Taylor  Cary  measured  Briton 
for  a  new  Lrock  of  brown  Velveret  which  I  had  by  me. 
My  right  hand  rather  better  but  still  swelled,  &  painful 
and  weak. 

April  18,  Lriday.  ...  I  felt  stronger  to  day  &  less  nervous, 
still  my  right  hand  remains  weak  &  painful,  but  not  so 
much  swelled  I  think.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  sent 
us  this  Even’  a  brace  of  Trout  by  his  Servant  Boy. 
Gave  the  Lad  for  bringing  the  same.  o.  1.  o.  Dinner 
to  day  a  rost  Turkey  See. 

April  19,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  after 
News-Papers  Sec.  and  to  receive  the  Money  [due]  to  us 
for  our  Prizes  in  the  Lottery.  I  reed  .for  my  Share  of 
i8_£.  2.  2.  o.  Nancy  reed,  for  her  Share  1.  3.  6.  Reed, 
for  Butter  this  Morning  of  Betty  o.  1.  9|.  Dinner  to 
day,  boiled  Trout  very  good  indeed,  and  a  Shoulder 
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of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Ben  returned  from  Norwich 
about  4.  o’clock.  I  think  we  have  been  very  lucky  in 
the  Lottery  in  getting  what  we  have,  tho’  out  of 
Pocket.  The  poor  in  many  Places  as  well  as  with  us 
begin  to  grumble  now  about  the  Price  of  bread.  About 
this  time  of  the  Year  it  is  the  same  with  [them  ?]. 

April  20,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  at 
Church.  I  feel  rather  stronger  in  body  &  can  eat  very 
hearty,  but  my  Memory  rather  fails  me  but  it  is  but 
very  little — thank  God  for  it.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett 
of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Cloudy  to  day,  but  very  Season¬ 
able. 

April  22,  Tuesday.  ...  A  Mr.  Mack  of  North  Tudden- 
ham  called  on  me  a  little  before  Dinner,  to  desire  that 
I  wd.  give  leave  that  his  Mother  (who  died  a  few  Days 
ago)  might  be  buried  in  Weston-Ch.  Yard.  She  was  a 
near  Relation  of  Ben  Leggatt. 

April  24,  Thursday.  ...  I  felt  rather  better  to  day,  but 
still  have  rather  strange  Sensations  at  times,  I  made 
however  a  very  good  Dinner  to  day.  The  Beauchamp 
Family  at  Weston-House,  I  mean,  Sr.  Thos.,  Lady  & 
Family,  came  Monday.  Very  fine,  Seasonable  Weather 
indeed,  every  thing  in  Vegetation  grows  very  fast, 
thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  it — as  fine  a  Barley- 
Sowing  as  ever  was  known. 

April  25,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  buried  a  Mrs.  Mack 
of  N.  Tuddenham  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church 
aged  74.  Yrs. 

April  26,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morn’  to  Norwich 
with  Corn  viz: — Six  Coomb  of  Barley  and  four  Coomb 
of  Oats,  to  Mr.  Bloome.  Ben  returned  about  5.  o’clock 
this  After.,  and  he  brought  me  home  in  Cash  10.  16.  o. 
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that  is  to  say,  for  the  Barley  at  35s/od.  7. 10.  o.  For  the 
Oats,  at  23s/ od.  3. 1 6.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Skaite  & 
Sheeps  Heart.  Nancy  sent  a  Letter  by  Ben  to  her 
Brother  Sami.  I  was  very  poorly  all  the  whole  Day. 
Very  giddy  and  much  oppressed  with  Wind  in  my 
Stomach,  gouty  wind  I  think  it  is. 

April  27,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast 
of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Very  much  oppressed  with  Wind 
again  to  day. 

April  28,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit.  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morn’  more  Taxes  9.  18.  4. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Very  poorly 
all  Day — No  Spirits  whatever. 

April  29,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Aldridge  called  here  this  Morning  with 
Cottons  & c.  I  bought  of  him  3.  Coloured  Handker¬ 
chiefs,  red  &  white  pd.  o.  6.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Beef  See.  I  was  very  poorly  indeed  all  the  whole  Day. 
We  removed  into  the  Parlour  to  day  where  we  dined  & 
spent  the  whole  Day,  as  the  Study  is  going  to  be  white¬ 
washed  to  Morrow  by  young  James  Hardy  who  lives 
at  Weston  Heart-Inn,  tho’  a  Mason.  Saw  the  first 
Swallow  this  Season  to  day — very  late  this  Year  to 
former  Springs.  I  was  very  low-spirited  indeed  to  day 
and  very  much  oppressed  with  gouty  Wind. 

April  30,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Js.  Hardy  Junr.  begun  white-washing  my 
Study  and  was  here  all  day  by  himself.  He  breakfasted 
and  dined  with  our  People  and  did  his  Work  very  well 
&  expeditious.  He  was  obliged  to  scrape  over  all  the 
Ceiling  first  of  all,  then  brush  it  well  &  begun  white¬ 
washing  of  it  in  the  Afternoon  which  I  thought  very 
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expeditious  in  him  and  did  his  Work  very  well  indeed. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  &  hash-Mutton.  Mrs. 
Custance  with  her  Daughter,  Emily  C.  drank  Tea 
with  us  this  Afternoon,  they  came  walking  to  us  and 
stayed  after  seven  o’clock  &  returned  as  they  came.  I 
was  but  very  poorly  the  whole  Day. 

May  2,  Friday.  .  .  .  My  Study  &  all  my  Books  cleaned 
to  day.  Js.  Hardy  was  here  again  half  a  Day  in  white¬ 
washing  the  remaining  Part  of  the  House.  He  pleased 
me  much  in  all  his  Work  done.  Dinner  to  day  Salt-Fish 
&  Mutton  boiled  &c.  I  was  somewhat  better  to  day 
than  Yesterday  thank  God!  for  it — Spirits  higher. 

May  3,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  at  14V 
o.  4.  z\.  Dinner  to  day,  Veal-Pye  & c.  No  Newspapers 
came  to  hand  to  day,  Fine  Weather  still  continues 
(thank  God).  Thank  God  I  was  finely  to  day  tho’ 
weak.  We  still  keep  in  the  Parlour  as  yet. 

May  4,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &c.  at 
Weston  Ch.  this  Mo.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal 
rosted  &c.  Ben  went  to  Crownthorp  this  Morning  on 
one  of  my  Horses,  and  returned  home  to  dinner — The 
Person  he  wanted  to  see  being  from  home.  Nancy  was 
at  Church  to  day.  I  was  finely  (thank  God)  to  day  & 
stronger. 

May  6,  Tuesday.  ...  I  was  finely  (thank  God)  to  day, 
little  stronger.  Brewed  a  Barrell  of  common  Beer  to 
day.  Poor  Mr.  John  Buck  (who  married  the  Widow 
of  the  late  John  Bowles)  died  this  Morn’  at  Baburgh 
having  very  lately  removed  thither  with  his  Wife. 
Dinner  to  day,  rost  Leg  of  Mutton  &c. 

May  7,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  with  his  Brother 
Press  Custance  of  Ling  made  us  a  short  Visit  this 
Evening  about  five  o’clock  or  rather  after  that.  I 
asked  them  to  stay  and  drink  Tea  with  us  but  they 
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declined  it — they  stayed  abt.  i  an  Hour.  I  was 
finely  to  day,  thank  God  for  it. 

May  8,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  finely  again  to  day.  Mr. 
Michael  Andrews  brought  us  a  fine  Pike  this  Morning, 
which  was  very  kind  of  him.  Dinner  to  day,  the  above  ■ 
Pike  rosted  See.  Left  off  Fire  in  the  Study  for  the 
Season. 

May  9,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Finely  again  this  Morning  before  &  at  breakfast 
but  being  made  uneasy  soon  after,  was  made  quite  ill 
again  and  very  nervous  &c.  Poor  Mr.  John  Buck  was 
buried  in  Weston  Church  about  Noon  by  Mr. 
Maynard.  That  added  to  my  uneasiness  also.  My 
Maid  Sally  was  invited  to  the  Funeral  as  was  also,  my 
Man  Ben  Leggatt,  both  went.  Ben  was  a  near 
Relation  to  poor  John  Buck.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on 
me  before  the  Funeral.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  us  this 
Afternoon  in  his  return  from  the  Funeral  &  spent  near 
an  Hour  with  us,  he  came  about  4.  o’clock.  Mr.  Buck 
was  58  Years  of  Age.  I  had  a  Hatband  &  pair  of  Gloves 
sent  me.  Betty  went  also  to  see  him  buried.  Dinner 
to  day,  Soup  &  a  Co.  Ducks  rosted  See.  I  told  Mr. 
Maynard  that  he  was  to  take  1.  1.  o.  of  the  Undertaker, 
it  being  the  usual  Fee  for  burying  a  Person  in  the 
Church  not  living  in  the  Parish,  and  that  could  be  well 
afforded. 

May  11,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Fair  to  day,  but  very  cold  Wind  indeed,  so 
cold  that  we  had  a  Fire  almost  all  Day.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  See.  We  had  a  Cucumber  to 
day  at  dinner,  the  first  this  Season  and  of  our  own 
raising.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  Se  Preached  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  One  of  our  Papers  only 
came  to  hand  this  Morning  Se  that  was  the  Norwich, 
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Stoughton,  my  Butcher,  lost  the  Ipswich.  Nancy  had 
a  long  Letter  from  Mrs.  Grove.  It  was  brought  from 
Weston-House.  They  now  live  near  Blandford  in  the 
County  of  Dorsetshire  in  the  House  they  rent,  but  are 
going  to  live  at  the  Parsonage  House  Milbury,  of 
which  Grove  is  Rector  or  Vicar — that  is  in  Dorsetshire. 
Jenny  says  that  she  is  far  from  well,  so  nervous.  I  am 
afraid  that  she  hath  not  a  happy  Life  of  it. 

May  12,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Very  cold  indeed,  to  day — Wind  ENE. 
Gave  Nancy  to  day  before  Dinner  a  ten  Pound  Note 
of  Kerrisons 1  of  Norwich,  for  the  last  Year  due  in 
January  1800  to  her  but  did  not  give  before,  for 
Reasons  of  pertness.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &  Sallad 
&c.  I  was  tolerably  well  to  day,  rather  pinched  by  the 
cold,  it  being  very  cold  indeed.  Money  paid  to  day 
io.  o.  o.  Very  busy  all  the  Morning  about  Weston 
Register.  James  Peggs  Son  called  here  this  Morning 
to  leave  some  Tax-Papers  with  me. 

May  1 6,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  Tim:  Newman  for  some  Shrimps  pd.  o.  i.o. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Fowl  &  the  Root  of  a  Tongue 
& c.  A  delightful  soft  Rain  to  day  &  mild  withall. 
There  have  been  dreadful  Tempests  of  Thunder  & 
Lightning  &  Hail  with  Rain,  in  Lincolnshire  on  the 
Sunday  the  4th.  of  May.  Cloudy  with  some  soft  Rain 
and  mild  most  delightful  Weather  (thank  God)  for 
Vegetation.  Grass,  scarce  ever  known  so  early  or  so 
plentifull.  Generals  at  Reepham.  Arch-Deacon  Mr. 
Young  there. 

May  1 7,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morn’  to  Norwich  with 
eleven  Coomb  of  Barley,  to  Mr.  Bloome.  Mr.  May- 

1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  June  3  following. 
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nard  called  on  me  this  Morning  to  inform  me  about 
the  Generals  Yesterday.  I  paid  him  what  he  paid  for 
me  being  absent  Is/ od.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Ben  returned  home  about  5  o’clock  this 
Aft.  He  brought  me  home  for  my  Barley  in  Cash  at 
23s/od  per  Coomb,  of  Mr.  Bloome  12. 13.0.  Cow  Polly 
had  a  Bull  Calf. 

May  18,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
-  at  Weston  Church.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her 
Brother  Sami.  W.  in  London  brought  from  Norwich 
to  Weston-House.  Dinner  to  day  Codfish  &  Shrimp 
Sauce  and  a  Fowl  rosted  & c.  A  fine  soft  Rain  most 
part  of  the  Day.  Most  charming  Weather  (thank  God) 
for  all  kinds  of  Grain,  and  especially  for  Grass. 

May  19,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  & c.  Mrs. 
Custance  and  her  eldest  Son,  Hambleton  drank  Tea 
with  us  this  Afternoon,  they  came  walking  and  re¬ 
turned  the  same.  They  left  us  between  7.  and  8. 
o’clock.  Mrs.  Custance  brought  us  a  piece  of  Wedding 
Cake  on  Mr.  Hobart  &  Miss  Beauchamps  Marriage.1 
May  20,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  Day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Suet  Pudding. 
Betty  spent  the  Day  at  Mattishall  with  her  Friends, 
it  being  Mattishall  Gant  to  day.  She  returned  in  the 
Evening  as  she  went,  on  foot. 

May  21,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Bought  two  small  Pigs  of  Case  only  5.  Weeks 
old  for  which  I  paid  him  the  enormous  Price  of  1.  o.  o. 

1  Miss  Mary  Beauchamp-Proctor  (d.  of  Sir  Thos.  Beauchamp-Proctor, 
and  niece  of  Mrs.  Custance)  married  on  May  5, 1 800,  the  Rev.  Henry  Hobart, 
sometime  Canon  of  Hereford,  only  son  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Hobart,  M.P. 
— for  whom  see  foot-note  to  p.  310,  vol.  ii  of  the  Diary. 
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being  ten  Shilling  apiece.  Dinner  to  dap,  Mutton- 
Steaks  & c.  I  was  finely  (thank  God)  to  dap,  made  a 
very  good  Dinner,  and  much  stronger  to  what  I  was 
some  time  back — Appetite  very  good.  Chambers  of 
Lyng  (Shopkeeper  at  Lyng)  was  married  lately  to 
Mr.  Wilsons  eldest  Daughter  of  Lyng,  they  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  London. 

May  22,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  for  Butter  to  day  at  is/id  Per  Pint  o.  8.  i-F 
which  should  have  been  paid  Monday  last.  Mr.  Dade 
(my  Curate)  called  here  this  Morning.  He  was  going 
to  Mrs.  Bodhams  at  Mattishall.  His  Mother  is  at 
Mrs.  Bodhams  on  a  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of 
Mutton  rosted  &  Fish.  Most  delightful  Weather  for 
the  Season. 

May  23,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  Tim:  Newman,  for  3.  Maccarel  pd.  o.  2.  6. 
The  first  we  have  had  this  Season.  I  was  rather  faint 
to  day  about  Noon.  Sent  Mr.  Emeris  a  Cucumber 
this  Morning,  his  Brother  a  Clergyman  &  Family 
from  Lincolnshire  being  come  to  his  House  to  stay 
some  Days  there.  I  was  but  poorly  to  day  about  Noon, 
having  walked  too  long  together  after  breakfast  at 
once  tho’  it  was  not  more  than  an  Hour,  but  it  was 
warm. 

May  24,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
after  divers  things  in  the  Family  Way.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Briton  returned  home 
about  5.  o’clock.  He  brought  home  2.  pair  of  small 
Soals  cost  1/6.  I  was  very  finely  to  day  &  rather 
stronger.  I  eat  very  hearty  for  Dinner  on  the  Mutton. 
We  had  for  Supper  a  Calf’s  Chaldron  boiled.  Reed, 
for  Butter  to  Day  7  &  i  at  is/od.  o.  7.  6. 
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May  25,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston-Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Soals  fryed, 
and  some  Veal  cutlets  &c.  Hambleton  Custance  with 
his  Brother  William  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening. 
Dinner  to  day  fryed  Soals  &c. 

May  26,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Bodham  of  Mattishall  with  Mrs.  Dade 
(my  Curate’s  Mother)  called  on  us  this  Morning  and 
stayed  with  us  about  an  Hour  and  half.  I  asked  them 
to  stay  &  dine  with  us,  but  could  not.  Paid  Briton 
this  Morning  for  divers  things  4.  9.  4.  Dinner  to 
day,  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted.  Poorly  to  day— cholicky 
Pains. 

May  27,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning.  Soon 
after  Mr.  Maynard  left  us,  my  Curate  Mr.  Dade  made 
us  a  Morning  Visit,  and  stayed  with  us  some  time.  I 
paid  him  half  a  year  salary  which  will  be  due  June  2nd. 
15.  o.  o.  He  eat  a  Cake  &  drank  a  Glass  of  Port- Wine. 
He  stayed  about  an  Hour  with  us.  To  Tim:  Newman 
for  5  Maccarel  at  9.  pd.  3.  9.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed- 
Tench  sent  us  Yesterday  by  Mr.  Emeris,  and  a 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted.  Thank  God!  I  was  finely 
to  day,  tho’  weak. 

May  28,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
at  home.  I  was  finely  again  to  day  (thank  God  for  it) 
and  made  a  very  good  Dinner  on  Maccarel  &c.  I 
walked  about  a  good  deal  to  day  &  strongly.  Dinner 
to  day,  Maccarel  &  mince- Veal  &c.  Weather  to  day, 
very  fine  &  pleasant  indeed. 

May  29,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Howlett  brought  us  a  very  fine  Tench 
this  Morning,  it  weighed  three  Pound  &  a  Quarter. 
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Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Dinner  a 
boiled  Ham  and  a  Nuckle  of  Veal. 

May  30,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Betty  to  day  for  Butter  sold  at  is/od. 
o.  8.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  a  fine  Tench  boiled  & c.  I  was 
finely  to  day,  thank  God  for  it.  We  had  a  Fire  again 
in  the  Afternoon  &  Evening.  I  think  that  I  never  eat 
a  finer  flavoured  Tench  than  what  we  had  to  day  for 
Dinner. 

June  I,  Whit-Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morn’  at  Weston  Church — few  People  at  Church. 
Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Emeris 
very  poorly  indeed,  in  great  danger. 

June  2,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Our  Maid  (Betty  Dade)  taken  very  ill  in  the 
Night  in  her  old  Complaint,  Hysteric-Wind  Cholic. 
Very  ill  all  the  whole  Day  long — a  little  matter  better 
in  the  Evening.  We  gave  her  Port-Wine  and  Water, 
Rum  &  Water,  Lavender  Drops  &c.  Mr.  Emeris  very 
ill  indeed,  sent  to  me  to  borrow  some  Lisbon-Wine. 
I  sent  him  almost  a  Bottle  and  thought  it  was  all  I  had, 
but  searching  about  afterwards,  did  find  one  Bottle 
more.  Dinner  to  day,  fore  Qr.  of  Lamb  rosted  &c. 

June  3,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  To  Weston-Purse  Club  gave  my  annual  Gift 
of  10. 6.  N.B.  No  Procession  or  any  Shew  to  be  noticed 
the  next  Year.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Tongue  See. 
Betty  very  poorly  again  to  day  before  dinner  but  some¬ 
thing  better  afterwards.  I  would  have  sent  her  home 
to  day  to  her  Friends  at  Mattishall  but  it  being  Whit- 
sun-Week,  she  apprehended  that  her  Father  & 
Mother  would  not  be  at  home.  After  Dinner  she 
appeared  rather  better.  We  give  her  every  thing  we 

258 


1800 

can  think  of  for  good.  Kerrison  of  Norwich  made  a 
Knight.1  Hambleton  Custance  called  here  this  Evening 
about  6.  o’clock,  but  stayed  only  a  few  Minutes. 

June  5,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  this  Morn’  at  Ilf. 
o.  6.  8j.  Sent  Betty  in  my  little  Cart  with  Ben  to  her 
friends  at  Mattishall  this  Morning  for  a  few  Days  on 
account  of  her  present  ill  state  of  Health.  I  was  but 
poorly  this  Morning,  so  fearfull.  To  Tim  Newman 
for  5.  Maccarel  pd.  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Maccarel  Sec.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters, 
drank  Tea  with  us  this  Afternoon.  They  came  in  their 
Coach  and  returned  about  8.  o’clock  this  Evening. 
June  7,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Poorly  again  to  day,  so  very  nervous  Sec.  We 
had  the  News  in  good  time  this  Afternoon.  Dinner 
to  day,  Loin  of  Mutton  rosted  Sec.  Richmonds  Wife 
helps  Sally  during  Betty  being  at  Mattishall  &  dines 
here  every  Day. 

June  8,  Sunday — Trinity.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Very  poorly  indeed  this  Morning,  very 
low.  Mr.  George  Smith  of  Mattishall  read  Prayers  & 
administered  the  Holy-Sacrament  this  Morn’  at 
Weston  Church  for  Mr.  Dade.  Mr.  Smith  on  his 
return  from  Church  called  Se  eat  some  cold  Ham  Se 
some  bread  &  Butter  Se  drank  some  Table-Beer  but 
did  not  stay  long  having  two  more  Churches  to  do 
duty  at. — Garveston&  Thuxton  near  Mattishall.  He  is 

1  Sir  Roger  Kerrison,  of  Brooke  Hall,  1740-1808,  banker,  was  High 
Sheriff  in  this  year,  1800.  He  was  twice  Mayor  of  Norwich,  in  1778  and 
1802,  while  his  son  Thomas  was  Mayor  in  1806.  In  1808  the  bank — which 
had  originally  been  opened  by  Mr.  Thomas  Allday  in  1768,  the  Kerrisons 
subsequently  becoming  proprietors — failed :  the  debts  were  £460,000,  and 
16s.  4 d.  in  the  pound  was  paid.  (See  Bayne’s  History  of  Norwich,  p.  595, 
and  Rye’s  Norfolk  Families ,  pp.  436-7.) 
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much  liked  where-ever  he  goes.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg 
of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  My  Clerk,  Willm.  Large  dined 
here  to  day  being  Sacrament  Sunday. 

June  io,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Hardy  Junr.  Mason  for 
white-washing  and  other  Jobs  of  Work  o.  5.  o.  To 
ditto  for  2.  Gallons  of  Rum  1.  12.  o. 

June  13,  Friday.  .  .  .  Paid  Briton  this  Morning  for  Bacon 
from  Mr.  Emeris — 13.  lb.  at  nd  per  Pd.  o.  11.  1 1. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  Sec.  Harry 
Baker,  Carpenter,  at  work  all  Day. 

June  16,  Monday.  .  .  .  Miss  Woodforde  spent  this 
Morning  at  Weston-House.  She  walked  thither  and 
back,  returned  home  to  dinner  well  pleased  with  her 
walk  thither.  Dinner  to  day,  Slip-Marrow-bone  of 
Beef  Sec.  Betty’s  Father  called  here  about  two  this 
Aft.  to  let  us  know  that  she  was  better,  and  intends 
coming  home  to  Morrow.  Reed,  of  Sally  to  day  for 
Butter  sold  o.  6.  8-J. 

June  17,  Tuesday.  ...  I  thank  God,  that  I  was  finely  to 
day  and  so  I  was  yesterday,  Appetite  very  good  indeed. 
Our  Maid,  Betty  Dade,  being  somewhat  better  was 
brought  home  this  Morning  by  her  Father  in  a  little 
Market  Cart  about  Noon.  She  is  somewhat  better 
but  still  poorly.  Her  Father  had  some  refreshment  but 
could  not  stay  to  Dinner.  Betty  is  still  poorly  and 
takes  Pills  5.  times  every  day. 

June  19,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Betty’s  Nephew,  a  Lad,  who 
lives  with  Betty’s  Father,  called  here  this  Morning  to 
see  her  and  he  breakfasted  with  our  Folks.  Mr.  Anson 
of  Lyng  and  his  Br.  Frederick,  called  on  us  about 
Noon.  Dinner  to  day,  blade  Bone  of  Pork  rosted. 

June  20,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Master  John  Custance  made  us  a  Morn’  Visit 
as  did  Mr.  Ham.  Custance  Se  Master  Neville  soon  after 
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he  was  gone.  Mr.  Emeris,  Stephen  Andrews  Junr., 
and  James  Chapman,  were  at  my  House  about  Noon 
on  a  Commission  on  Chapmans  account,  concerning 
his  Son  that  lately  died  abroad,  he  was  a  Sailor,  and 
had  Wages  &c.  due  to  him.  To  get  which,  the  Navy 
ordered  a  Commission  to  be  held  at  my  House.  Dinner 
to  day,  fryed  Souce  &  a  Duckling  rosted.  Betty  is 
getting  better  daily. 

June  21,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Taylor  Cary  for  a  new  black-Cloth 
Waistcoat  Superfine  Cloth,  all  things  reckoned  o.  18. 4. 
Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Tench  &c.  Mr.  Custance  spent 
an  hour  with  us  at  tea  time  but  drank  no  Tea  or  any 
thing  else.  Our  Newspapers  were  brought  in  good 
time  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Custance  was  here.  It 
is  reported  that  Marquiss  Townshend  was  dead — 
Mr.  Custance  said  it  was  reported.1  He  has  been  far 
from  well  some  Years,  rather  in  a  deranged  State  at 
times  of  late  Years. 

June  22,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston-Church.  Stormy  Weather  about 
Noon  with  Thunder  &  Hail  and  Rain,  but  we  had  not 
much  of  it.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Lamb  & 
Loin  fryed.  Betty  continues  but  poorly  &  weak  still. 
Nancy  thinks  that  it  is  owing  to  a  Love  Affair  with  my 
farming  Man  &  Servant,  Ben.  Leggatt  who  hath  for 
a  long  time  taken  notice  of  her.  They  have  a  long  time 
been  talked  of.  Whether  he  now  slights  her  or  not,  I 
cannot  say.  I  hope  he  hath  not  been  too  intimate 
with  her.  Thank  God !  I  felt  myself  pretty  well  to  day. 

June  24,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  The  first  News  we  heard  on 

1  The  report  was  inaccurate — the  Marquis  did  not  die  till  Sept.  14, 1807: 
see  the  foot-note  to  p.  215,  vol.  ii. 
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coming  down  Stairs  this  Morning,  was  the  Death  of 
my  Malster,  Mr.  Thos.  Palmer  of  Morton,  who  died 
suddenly  Yesterday  (supposed  taken  in  fit)  as  he  was 
walking  in  some  of  his  Fields  near  his  home,  &  found 
by  his  Son  first.  I  am  very  sorry  for  him  &  Family 
also.  Reed,  of  Betty  to  day  for  Butter  at  nd.  o.  12.  nf. 
Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel  &  boiled  Beef  &c.  Master 
John  Custance  drank  Tea  here  this  Aft. 

June  26,  Thursday.  Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel,  Souce, 
&  a  Chicken  rosted  &c.  Most  delightful!.  Weather 
(thank  God)  for  all  things.  Mrs.  Reeves  of  Ringland 
drank  Tea  with  our  Maids  this  Afternoon  in  the 
Kitchen — She  came  to  see  Betty.  We  breakfasted, 
dined,  &c.  again  at  home.  To  John  Spraggs,  this 
Evening,  gave  o.  1.  Dinner  to  day,  as  above.  Begun 
cutting  our  Clover-Grass  this  Morn’.  Poor  Mr. 
Palmer  of  Morton  was  buried  this  Morn’  at  Morton- 
Church  aged  57.  Years. 

June  27,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  finely  to  day  thank  God  for  it!  and  this 
Day  I  entered  my  sixtieth  Year  being  born  (old  Stile) 
the  sixteenth  of  June  in  the  Year,  1740.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Accept  my  thanks  O ! 
Almighty  God!  for  thy  great  Goodness  to  me  in 
enabling  me  (after  my  Late  great  Illness)  to  return 
my  grateful  thanks  for  the  same. 

June  29,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston  Church — None  of  Weston-House  there. 
Nancy  intended  to  be  there,  but  prevented  by  Rain. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Sculphling  of  Lamb  rosted  (viz)  a 
Breast  and  Neck  joined  together.  The  Weather  being 
Muggy  with  gentle  soft  Rain  made  me  rather  dull 
and  spiritless  to  day.  Delightful  Weather  however 
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for  all  kinds  of  Vegetables,  particularly  so  for  all  kinds 
of  Grain.  Thanks  to  the  Almighty  Creator  for  the 
same. 

June  30,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Had 
a  new  Coat  brought  home  this  Morning  by  Robert 
Cary  of  this  Parish,  Taylor-black  Cloth  not  superfine, 
but  what  is  called  a  second-Cloth.  For  the  Cloth  & 
Materials  besides  &  making  pd.  2.  5.  o.  viz.  4.  Yrds-J-  of 
Cloth  at  7s/od  pr.  Yard  1.  n.  6.  Buttons,  Silk,  Twist 
& c.  &c.  o.  6.  6.  Coat — making  o.  7.  o.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Lamb  rosted  &c.  Busy  our  Folks  were  to 
day  in  the  Hay-Field. 

July  1,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Got  up  this  Morning,  very  ill  indeed,  having 
had  little  or  no  sleep  all  last  Night  so  very  restless. 
Sometimes  very  cold,  &  then  altogether  as  hot.  I 
continued  very  ill  all  the  Day,  eat  little  for  dinner  very 
low-spirited  all  day.  Dinner,  Loin  of  Mutton.  Mrs. 
Custance  called  on  us  in  the  Afternoon,  but  did  not 
stay  to  Tea,  owing  I  suppose  my  being  ill.  Dinner  to 
day,  Loin  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Had  no  Appetite  at 
all  for  my  Dinner — bad  Spirits  and  very  weak  after 
sweating  so  much  last  night.  I  was  very  glad  to  go  to 
bed  to  night  at  10.  o’clock. 

July  2,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Thank  God!  I  had  a  very  good  Night  last 
Night  and  was  finely  this  Morning,  only  very  weak 
indeed  owing  to  my  sweating  so  much  the  night  before. 
Miss  Woodforde  had  a  flight  of  Bees  about  Noon. 
Willm.  Woodcock  hived  them  for  her.  He  had  some 
Victuals  &  Drink  and  money  o.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day, 
Maccarel  boiled,  &  Pork  &  greens  Sec.  Betty  still 
appears  very  poorly,  tho’  not  worse.  She  hath  some- 
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thing  on  her  mind  which  makes  her  low  but  what  I 
know  not,  some  say  about  my  Man,  Ben.  I  made  a 
pretty  good  dinner,  on  the  Maccarel.  I  have  had  (of 
late  day)  a  disagreable  Pain  in  the  lower  part  of  my 
abdomen  or  Belly,  which  I  take  to  be  of  a  gouty  Nature 
&  adds  to  my  Weakness.  Johnny  Reeves  of  Ringland 
called  here  this  Morn’. 

July  5,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Nancy,  very  poorly  indeed  this 
Morning,  her  right  arm  very  bad,  scarce  able  to  move 
it.  She  attributes  it  to  a  low  nervous  Fever.  She 
therefore  drank  freely  of  Port  Wine  to  day.  I  was 
also  much  worse  than  Yesterday.  My  Maid,  Betty, 
also  very  bad  again  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Calf’s  Fry 
&c.  Mr.  Custance  spent  an  Hour  with  us  this  Even’. 
Miss  Woodforde  by  drinking  Port  Wine  to  day  was 
much  better  for  it  before  she  went  to  bed  to  Night. 
Had  a  Litter  of  7.  young  Pigs  from  a  Sow  wch.  some 
time  ago  we  were  going  to  sell,  as  it  was  thought  by 
Ben  that  she  was  a  barren  Sow.  It  turned  out  very 
lucky  that  we  kept  her. 

July  6,  Sunday.  ...  I  was  rather  better  than  Yesterday, 
tho’  poorly.  My  Curate  (Mr.  Dade)  being  gone  to 
Cambridge,  there  was  no  Duty  at  Weston-Church 
to  day.  It  made  me  uneasy  that  there  was  none. 
Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  See.  Betty’s  Father 
from  Mattishall  here  to  day  all  the  Aft.  I  made  a  very 
good  dinner  thank  God!  for  it. 

July  8,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  All  my  Hay  stacked  to  day  before 
dinner.  Fair  &  fine,  very  hot  to  day  but  fine  Air. 
Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Thank  God 
Almighty,  that  I  was  finely  to  day  and  rather  stronger. 
Carried  nine  Cart-Load  of  Hay  to  day. 

July  9,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy,  very  busy  most  part  of 
the  Morning,  in  Ironing  her  Cloths  in  our  Kichen. 
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July  io,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Miss  Woodforde  dined  &  spent 
the  Afternoon  at  Weston-House,  with  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Family,  Lady  Bacon  &  Mr.  Press  Custance. 
I  dined  by  myself  on  Pork  &  Peas  &  hash  Mutton  &c. 
Nancy  returned  home  to  Supper.  Mr.  Custance’s 
Coach  came  for  her  &  brought  her  back.  The  present 
hot  Weather  makes  me  rather  fainty. 

July  12,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Nancy  had  another  Swarm  of 
Bees  about  Noon  from  the  same  old  Hive  which  the 
last  Swarm  came  from.  It  should  have  been  mentioned 
Yesterday  instead  of  to  day  as  Yesterday  it  happened 
unknown  to  me  and  our  Maids  hived  them.  They 
settled  in  our  Wall-Garden  on  one  of  the  Sticks  put 
into  the  Ground  to  prop  up  and  for  Peas  to  twist 
round  &  keep  from  the  Ground.  The  Swarm  of  Bees 
happened  very  suddenly.  Our  Maids  hived  them  very 
well  indeed  and  they  seemed  to  settle  very  well  this 
Morn’.  I  think  Nancy  very  lucky  with  her  Bees. 
Dinner  to  day,  Peas  &  Bacon  &c. 

July  13,  Sunday.  .  .  .  This  Morning  we  reed,  a  Norwich 
Paper  for  Yesterday,  but  the  wrong  Bacons  instead  of 
Crowses.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morn’  at  Weston-Church — Nancy  was  at  Church  as 
was  Mrs.  Custance  with  some  of  her  Children.  Dinner 
to  day,  Calfs  Head  boiled  &  rost  Lamb  See.  I  was  very 
nervous  &  fearfull  soon  after  breakfast,  after  Dinner 
was  better  but  still  poorly.  My  Spirits  very  low  indeed 
all  the  day. 

July  15,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  This  being  St.  Swithins  Day,  It 
was  very  fine  no  Rain  whatever,  therefore  hope  that 
the  present  fine  Weather  will  continue. 

July  16,  Wednesday.  ...  It  gave  me  some  Uneasiness  to 
hear  that  Mr.  Custance  was  not  pleased  on  my  giving 
Leave  to  Mrs.  Mann  &  Mr.  Bush  being  buried  in 
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Weston-Church,  some  time  back.  Qui  vult  csedere 
canem  facile  invenit  fustem.1 2  I  made  a  very  good 
Dinner  to  day  again  thank  God. 

July  17,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  at 
1  idT-  o.  7.  8.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  Grove  in 
Dorsetshire.  It  came  from  Weston  House  from  Nor¬ 
wich.  Dinner  to  day,  Beans  &  Bacon  &  a  rost  Chicken. 
In  Mrs.  Grove’s  Letter  to  Nancy  she  informs  her  that 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jeans  [not  to  be  confused  with  the 
Witchingham  Jeans’s]  with  Mrs.  Jeans’  Sister,  my  late 
Brother  Johns  Widow  were  gone  to  London  to  spend 
some  Weeks  there  for  Pleasure.  Very  dry  Weather  still 
continues  &  not  very  hot.  Most  delightful  Weather 
for  the  Wheat  &c.  I  was  finely  again  to  day  thank 
God  for  it. 

July  20,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  but  poorly  to  day,  much  hurried  in  mind. 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  See.  this  Aft.  at  Weston  C. 
Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  The  Singers 
from  Mattishall  were  at  Church  but  Mr.  Dade  would 
not  let  them  sing.  Hambleton  Custance  with  his 
Brother  Willm.  drank  Tea  with  us  this  After¬ 
noon.  I  continued  poorly  all  the  day  long,  but 
made  a  good  dinner  nevertheless.  My  Spirits  very 
low. 

July  22,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Miss  Woodforde  very  busy  this 
Morning  in  making,  Rasberry  Jam,  Currant  Jelly  & c. 
She  complained  afterwards  of  being  very  giddy,  which 
I  attribute  to  her  being  too  long  at  the  Stove  where 
Charcoal  was  burning  tho’  the  outward  Door  was  open 
all  the  time.  Dinner  to  day,  Beans  &  bacon  &c.  Poor 

1  ‘He  who  wishes  to  beat  a  dog  easily  finds  a  stick’ :  but  Parson  Wood¬ 
forde  here  does  an  injustice  to  the  Squire,  who  was  clearly  in  the  right  in 
objecting  to  an  old  and  unhealthy  custom. 
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old  Tim:  Tooley’s  Wife  was  buried  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston  by  Mr.  Maynard  aged  6o.Y. 

July  23,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy,  busy  again  this  Morn¬ 
ing  in  making  Rasberry  Vinegar,  from  a  Receipt  she 
had  from  a  Mrs.  Barnwell  of  Mileham.  Reed,  of  Betty 
this  Morning  for  Butter  at  one  Shilling  and  half  penny 
Pr.  Pint  o.  10.  5.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted 
&c.  Nancy  did  not  complain  at  all  to  day.  I  was  not 
quite  so  well  to  day  as  Yesterday. 

July  24,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Lenewade  Races  to  day  on 
Sparham  Heath.  Ben,  Briton  &  Sally  were  there  in 
the  Afternoon.  There  were  many  People  at  the  Races. 
I  was  very  faint  and  giddy  &  nervous  to  day,  owing  I 
think  in  a  great  measure  to  the  present  dry  Weather 
which  have  continued  so  long  and  likely  so  to  do,  yet 
longer. 

July  29,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  All  People  most  every  Where 
wish  for  Rain,  especially  in  these  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
In  the  Evening  there  were  some  Appearances  of  Rain, 
but  they  soon  disappeared  again. 

July  30,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Pegg,  this  Morning 
for  a  Quarter’s  Land-Tax  for  Parsonage  only  2.  15.0. 
For  College  Land  Mr.  Foster  of  Lenewade  is  to  pay. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  rost  Fowl  &c.  Paid 
Js.  Harding  this  Evening  for  Rum  two  Gallons  at 
si6/od  per  Gallon  1.  12.  o.  Very  fine  Weather  still 
continues  &  very  hot.  Farmers  &c.  wish  much  now  for 
Rain.  The  Wheat  however  is  very  promising  &  very 
fine. 

August  1,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  hot  indeed  again  to  day,  hottest  day  yet. 
Betty’s  Brother  of  Dereham,  Governor  of  the  House 
of  Industry  near  Dereham  called  here  about  Noon. 
Parlour  &  Study  Chimnies,  with  the  Chambers  over 
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them,  Kitchen  &  Back-Kitchen  also  swept  by  Holland 
(this  Morning)  and  his  Boy.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Trout 
boiled  &  Knuckle  of  Veal  See. 

Aug.  2,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  fair  and  very  hot  indeed,  Thermometer 
about  Noon  in  the  Study  with  Window  open  up  to 
No.  ioo  Without  any  Sun  in  the  Room.  Reed,  of 
Eliz:  Lyng  of  Elmham  for  a  Copy  of  Weston  Register 
of  her  Christning  o.  i.  o.  Her  Maiden  Name  was 
Rudd.  Dinner  to  day  Pork  &  Greens  &  Beef  Steaks  &c. 
Afternoon  still  hotter,  Thermom:  up  to  102. 

Augst.  3,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sultry  hot  all  the  Day  long  which  made  us 
very  faint  and  weak — so  hot  that  we  could  scarce  tell 
what  to  do,  especially  in  the  Afternoon  and  in  the 
Evening.  No  appearance  whatever  of  Rain  being  near 
at  hand.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Part 
of  a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  See.  I  don’t  know  that  I  ever 
felt  a  hotter  Day — Thermometer  up  to  No.  102. 

Augst.  4,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit.  We  had  a  most  gracious  Rain  in  the  Night  or 
early  this  Morning,  blessed  be  God  Almighty  for  the 
same.  Dinner  to  day,  Veal  rosted,  &  Pork  and  Greens 
See. 

Augst.  5,  Tuesday.  ...  It  being  a  fine  Day,  Nancy  went 
to  Mattishall  and  spent  the  Day  with  Mrs.  Bodham 
and  returned  home  in  the  Evening  to  Supper.  Briton 
drove  Nancy  over  to  Mattishall  &  back  in  my  Curricle. 

August  6,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  &  eldest 
Daughter  &c.  went  to  the  Assize-Ball  at  Norwich 
this  Evening. 

August  7,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Begun  Harvest  to  day  in  cut¬ 
ting  grey  Peas.  The  dry  &  hot  Weather  still  prevails. 
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August  8,  Friday.  .  .  .  The  same  hot  Weather  continues, 
fine  for  the  harvest  (thank  God).  The  Weather  so  hot 
in  the  middle  of  the  Day,  that  the  Harvest  Men  are 
obliged  to  lay  by  in  the  middle  of  the  Day.  .  .  . 

August  io,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Custance  at  Church  as  was  also  Miss  Woodforde. 
Very  hot  and  very  dusty  walking  to  day.  Mrs.  Cus¬ 
tance  told  Nancy  that  she  would  drink  Tea  with  us 
in  the  Afternoon  if  agreeable.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck 
of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Daughters, 
and  her  two  Sons,  Hambleton  and  William,  drank  Tea 
with  us  this  Afternoon,  and  stayed  till  8.  o’clock  in  the 
Evening.  They  came  and  returned  in  their  Coach. 

August  12,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  and  Mr.  Maynard 
dined  and  spent  the  Afternoon  with  us.  We  had  for 
Dinner,  a  Couple  of  boiled  Chicken  and  a  Tongue, 
rost  Beef,  &c.  and  a  Currant  Pye  &c.  We  drank  Tea 
at  6.  o’clock  and  soon  after  Tea  Mr.  Dade  went  for 
Reepham,  Mr.  Maynard  for  Morton.  No  Rain  yet 
nor  any  Appearance. 

August  13,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  The  same  dry  &  hot 
Weather  still  prevails.  Scarcity  of  Feed  for  all  kinds 
of  Stock-Cattle  very  great  indeed,  many  obliged  to 
begin  their  Hay  Stacks,  so  lately  made.  Scarce  any 
Grass  to  be  seen  any  where  but  near  the  River.  Our 
Shrubs  in  the  Garden,  such  as  Lilacs,  &  Seringas, 
appear  (that  is)  the  Leaves  of  them  in  a  withering 
State.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Peas  &  cold  rost  Beef  & c. 

August  14,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  my  Butcher  for 
Tallow  at  d5  per  lb.  o.  2.  n.  Very  hot  indeed  again 
to  day.  We  begun  shearing  Wheat  to  day.  All  our 
Peas  and  Oats  finished  carrying  into  Barn.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Neck  of  Mutton  & c. 
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August  1 6,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Nancy  rather  indisposed  with 
Cholicky  Pains  to  day  arising  (I  think)  to  eating  Peas 
of  late  and  likewise  eating  unripe  Fruit,  and  drinking 
Water  instead  of  Beer  at  her  Meals  for  some  Days  last 
past.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas  &  Bacon  &  boiled  Beef  &c. 
Our  Butcher  brought  our  Papers  late  to  Night. 

August  19,  Tuesday.  ...  A  soft  and  most  gracious  Rain 
this  Morning  thank  God  Almighty  for  the  same.  Paid 
Green  of  Attlebridge  Bull  (by  his  Servant  John  Frost) 
for  2.  doz.  of  Port  Wine  3.  12.  o.  Mr.  Custance  made 
us  a  Morning  Visit.  Miss  W:  something  better. 

August  20,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Our  People  busy  all  Day  in 
carrying  Wheat  till  8.  o’clock  in  the  Evening,  after 
which  time  there  was  some  Rain  &  continued  so  to  do 
&  constantly.  Dinner  to  day,  broiled  Veal  &  cold  rost 
Beef  &c.  Thank  God!  for  the  gracious  soft  Rain  we 
had  this  Evening  without  either  Thunder  or  Lightning. 

August  24,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church — None 
from  Weston-House  at  Church.  Very  wet  this  Morn¬ 
ing,  but  soft  Rain.  It  rained  also  the  whole  Afternoon 
&  Evening.  Miss  Woodforde  had  a  Letter  from  Mrs. 
Grove  dated  from  Weymouth  in  Dorsetshire  where 
the  Royal  Family  at  present  are.1  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Veal  &  Peas  & c. 


1  George  III,  the  Queen,  and  the  three  elder  Princesses  first  went  to 
Weymouth  in  1789:  it  was  from  Weymouth  that  they  visited  the  Digbys 
at  Sherborne  on  Aug.  4,  1789,  as  so  vividly  described  by  Parson  Woodforde 
(vol.  iii,  pp.  127-9).  ‘After  a  very  short  residence’,  write  the  authors  of 
The  Beauties  of  England  and  W ales:  Dorsetshire ,  vol.  iv — published  in  1803 
— ‘his  Majesty  experienced  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  situation  and  of 
sea-bathing,  and  became  so  attached  to  the  spot,  that  he  has  honoured  it 
with  his  presence  several  times  since  that  period.  The  advantages  arising 
from  these  visits  have  proved  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  town.  .  .  . 
The  esplanade,  which,  but  a  short  time  ago,  was  nothing  but  a  place 
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August  25,  Monday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  to 
day  at  si/3d-f  o.  10.  4.  The  Wheat  that  has  been  cut 
and  not  carried  is  much  grown  out,  near  an  Inch,  all 
our  Wheat  that  has  been  cut  and  not  carried,  is  so. 
Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Peas,  &  a  Leveret  rosted  &c. 
Small  Rain  most  part  of  the  Day  at  times.  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Daughters  &c.  gone  to  Raveningham  to 
Sr.  Edmund  Bacons. 

August  26,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Rain  tho’  soft  most  part  of  the 
day.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted  &c. 
Very  poorly  to  day,  Spirits  low  &  nervous.  Our  tame 
Hawk  am  afraid  is  fled  from  us  as  he  hath  not  been 
seen  since  the  Morning.  All  the  Barley  that  has  been 
cut  and  not  carried  is  grown  out  amazingly  indeed, 
I  never  saw  any  thing  like  it — it  is  black  and  all  in  a 
Matt.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  Norfolk  Farmers 
begin  their  Harvest  almost  always  too  late.  They 
know  very  well  to  put  their  Seed  into  Ground — but 
not  to  take  it  out  soon  enough. 

August  27,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Our  tame  Hawk  that  we 
had  so  long  in  the  Walled  Garden  fled  away  Yesterday 
and  hath  not  been  heard  of  since.  The  Lapwing  also 
we  had  so  long,  have  not  been  heard  of  some  Days. 
Harvest  quite  at  a  Stand  at  present.  Mr.  Hambleton 
Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  in  the  Evening,  He  came 
riding,  stayed  till  near  8.  Mr.  Foster  sent  us  some  Eels 
this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Eels,  boiled  Pork 

where  the  inhabitants  deposited  all  the  rubbish  of  the  town,  is  now  con¬ 
verted  into  one  of  the  most  charming  promenades  in  England,  and  adorned 
by  a  range  of  handsome  edifices,  among  which  Gloucester  Row  is  peculiarly 
elegant.’  The  authors  proceed  to  explain  how  there  are  actually  upwards 
of  thirty  machines  for  bathing,  and  how  ‘the  concourse  of  fashionable 
company  .  .  .  during  the  height  of  the  season  is  very  great,  and  affords  a 
picture  highly  interesting  and  amusing.’  (See  pp.  351-61  for  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  Weymouth  in  I  he  Beauties  of  England  and  Wales,  vol.  iv.) 
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&  Greens  &c.  I  was  but  poorly  to  day,  weak,  giddy  & 
faint. 

August  29,  Friday.  ...  A  very  small  pretty  Lap-Dog, 
came  astray  to  our  House  this  Morning,  I  ordered  him 
to  be  taken  care  of  by  our  People.  Mr.  Custance  made 
us  a  Morning  Visit,  he  came  on  foot  and  stayed  with 
us  near  an  hour.  It  being  a  fine  Day,  we  carried  two 
Load  of  Wheat  in  the  Afternoon.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg 
of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Thank  God !  I  was  finely  to  day, 
tho’  I  felt  some  gouty  tenderness  in  my  Feet  to  day. 
My  Head  however  not  at  all  giddy  to  day. 

August  30,  Saturday.  ...  A  very  fine  Day  thank  God 
for  it.  Many  Loads  of  Corn  got  up  well  into  Barn  this 
Day,  we  carried  some  Loads  of  Wheat  to  day  into  our 
Barn.  Dinner  to  day,  Hash-Mutton  &  a  Sewet  Pud¬ 
ding  &c.  No  newspapers  brought  to  us  this  Day  from 
Norwich.  Our  Butcher,  Stoughton,  I  suppose  got 
drunk  and  forgot  them — It  is  very  teasing  but  can’t 
help  it. 

Sepbr.  2,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  with 
his  Brother  Willm.  brought  us  a  Leash  of  Partridges 
this  Morning.  Busy  this  Morn’  in  making  some  Mead 
Wine.  Aldridge  called  here  this  Morn’,  nothing 
bought.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 

Sepbr.  4,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit.  He  paid  me  for  a  Copy  of  the  Register  of 
one  Drake  of  Cawston  o.  1.  o.  He  informed  us  that 
our  old  Apparitor,  poor  Roberson  of  Cawston  was 
dead.  Dinner  to  day  boiled  Beef  &  rost  Partridges,  a 
Suet  Pudding  boiled  &c. 

Sepbr.  7,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  Custance  &  his  two  Sons, 
Hambleton  &  William  Custance  at  Church.  Very  wet 
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indeed  most  part  of  the  Da y.  Dinner  to  da y,  rost 
Beef  & c.  Mostly  wet,  Storms  very  heavy  at  times. 
Autumnal  Showers,  &  thank  God  not  tempestuous. 
My  Servant,  Bretingham  Scurl  but  poorly  to  day. 
Something  of  an  Agueish  Complaint  upon  him,  He 
looked  very  bad  &  was  very  pale  all  the  time  he  waited 
at  dinner.  In  the  Even’  going  to  bed  I  gave  him  a 
Glass  of  Rum  &  Water. 

Sepbr.  8,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Briton,  much  better  this  Morning.  Mr.  Emeris 
sent  us  a  fine  Hare  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Veal 
rosted  &c.  Paid  my  Butcher  (Billy  Stoughton)  to  day 
for  Meat  from  April  20.  a  Bill  of  19.  9.  8,  Reed,  of  him 
for  a  Calf  7.  St.  81b:  2.  17.  5.  So  that  I  paid  him  on 
balance  16.  12.  o.  There  was  a  strange  Man  from 
Norwich  with  Salisbury  of  this  Parish,  shooting  about 
Weston  all  the  Whole  Day  long.  He  was  very  near  us 
and  is  supposed  to  have  killed  much  Game.  He  shot 
all  around  us,  but  never  sent  us  a  Bird. 

Sepbr.  11,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  weak  and  poorly  indeed 
this  Morning  and  Spirits  much  depressed,  in  short  very 
low.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
We  finished  Harvest  this  Afternoon. 

Sepbr.  14,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  finely  at  first  coming  down  Stairs  but 
being  ruffled  soon  after,  made  me  quite  ill.  There  is 
nothing  hurts  me  more  in  my  present  state  of  Weak¬ 
ness  than  being  made  uneasy.  Had  no  Ipswich  Paper, 
lost  by  my  Butcher.  Norwich  Paper  did  not  receive 
till  this  Morn’.  Nancy  had  a  long  Letter  from  her 
Brother  William  at  Gallhampton  in  Somersetshire. 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston  Church— Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  at 
Church  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
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Mrs.  Custance  Daughters  drank  Tea  with  us  this 
Afternoon.  They  came  walking,  stayed  about  an  Hour 
with  us. 

Sepbr.  17,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Hardy  this  Morn’ 
a  Bill  of  1.  12.  o.  for  2.  Gallons  of  Rum  had  this 
Morning.  Willm.  Custance  &  his  Cousin  Edmd.  Bacon 
called  here  this  Morning  as  they  were  shooting  and  had 
some  refreshment.  Mr.  H.  Custance  sent  us  a  brace 
of  Partridges.  I  was  finely  (thank  God)  to  day — better 
Spirits.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Tongue  and  a  Chicken 
and  a  Partridge  rosted  &c. 

Sepbr.  18,  Thursday.  ...  I  was  very  poorly  to  day,  weak 
&  faint.  It  being  hot  to  day,  affected  me  much.  New 
Moon  also  to  day,  might  affect  one.  Spirits  much 
depressed  also — quite  low.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of 
Mutton  boiled  &  Capers  & c.  I  made  a  very  good 
Dinner  upon  the  Mutton. 

Sepbr.  20,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Our  Maid,  Betty  Dade,  went 
to  Norwich  this  Morning  with  young  Mr.  Stephen 
Andrews’s  Wife,  to  have  a  Physicians  Advice  concern¬ 
ing  her  present  bad  State  of  Health.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Beef  &  Partridges  rosted  &c.  Betty  returned 
home  in  the  Evening  rather  late. 

Sepbr.  23,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  at  the 
great  Price  of  fifteen  Pence  halfpenny  per  Pint  for  four 
Pints  the  Sum  of  o.  5.  2.  also  for  five  Pints  made  before 
o.  6.  5f.  Mr.  Priest  Senr.  of  Norwich  with  his  Son 
John  &  Wife  [came]  to  Weston  Parsonage  about  2. 
o’clock  in  a  Norwich  Chaise  and  they  dined  and  spent 
the  Afternoon  with  us  and  after  Tea  about  7.  o’clock 
they  returned  for  Norwich.  They  came  by  appoint¬ 
ment  as  I  wanted  to  pay  old  Mr.  Priest  a  Bill  for  Wine 
&c.  for  the  last  Year — from  September  1799  to  this 
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Day.  I  paid  him  therefore  just  before  Dinner  the  said 
Bill  which  amounted  to  24.  o.  o.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Beef,  a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted,  and  a  Damson 
Pudding. 

Sepbr.  25,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Britons  Father  here  this 
Morning.  Paid  Betty  this  Morn’  for  divers  things 
3.  3.  7.  Brewed  a  Barrel  of  common  Beer  to  day.  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Daughters  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  They 
went  from  us  to  Lord  Bainings.  Mr.  Stoughton  of 
Sparham  called  on  us  soon  after  they  were  gone,  and 
very  kindly  brought  us  a  Leash  of  Partridges.  He 
stayed  about  half  an  Hour  with  us  &  then  went  on  for 
Sr.  John  Lombe’s  of  Melton  1  where  he  is  to  dine. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

Sepbr.  30,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  morning  Visit. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Custance  left  us,  Mrs.  Bodham  with 
her  Niece,  Miss  Donne  made  us  a  Visit,  and  dined  & 
spent  the  Aft:  with  us.  We  gave  them  a  Family  Din¬ 
ner,  a  boiled  Nuckle  of  Veal,  Pork  boiled  &  Greens,  a 
plain  Norfolk  Pudding.  They  went  away  soon  after 
Tea,  abt.  7.  o’Cl.  They  talk  of  going  to  London  in 
February  next  and  staying  there  some  time.  Their 
late  Servant  Willm.  Ward  came  with  them.  Mrs. 
Bodham  begins  to  look  aged,  She  is  about  52.  Years 
of  Age  2  but  having  lately  lost  some  of  her  fore-teeth 
make  her  look  more  so.  Miss  Donne  is  about  18. 
Years. 

October  1,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Betty  Dade’s  Father  &  Mother  from 
Mattishall  came  to  see  their  Daughter  this  Morning 

1  See  foot-note  to  p.  203,  vol.  ii. 

2  She  lived  nearly  another  half-century — dying  in  1846:  see  her  portrait 
in  vol.  iv. 
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and  stayed  here  most  of  the  Morn’  till  after  i.  Mr. 
Maynard  called  on  us  about  Noon  &  stayed  with  us 
about  an  Hour.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  I  was 
rather  poorly  the  whole  Day,  so  nervous. 

October  3,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  all  my  Apples  gathered  in  to  day,  and  there 
were  but  few,  not  much  more  than  a  Bshl.  One  Apple 
from  my  Beefan  Tree  weighed  13.  oz.  by  which  I  got 
a  Wager  of  Nancy  of  o.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled 
Chicken  &  mushrooms.  Not  quite  so  well  to  day  as 
Yesterday.  Spirits  much  depressed,  tho’  I  thank  God 
I  made  a  very  good  Dinner — perhaps  too  good. 

October  4,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  to  Norwich  this 
Morn’  after  Coal  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  & 
Partridges  rosted.  Ben  returned  home  about  7.  o’clock 
this  Even’.  He  brought  me  Wine  &c.  from  Mr.  Priest’s. 
He  brought  also  some  fresh  Herring  the  first  we  have 
had  this  Season.  I  felt  rather  better  to  day  than 
Yesterday.  Very  busy  mostly  this  Morn’  in  settling 
Drawers  belonging  to  my  Bureau  in  the  Study. 

Octbr.  5,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Morning  at  Weston-Church — Mrs.  Custance  & 
Daughters  at  Church  as  was  also  Nancy.  Mr.  Custance 
sent  us  a  fine  Cock-Pheasant.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed 
Herrings  &  rost  Beef  &c.  Betty  went  with  young 
Stephen  Andrews  &  Wife  to  see  her  Friends  at  Mattis- 
hall.  She  returned  in  the  Evening. 

October  6,  Monday.  .  .  .  Busy  this  Morning  in  un¬ 
packing  Wine  &c.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this 
Morning,  and  I  paid  him  for  what  he  paid  for  me  at  the 
Generals  at  Aylsham  towards  the  Dinner  &c.  as  I  was 
not  well  enough  to  attend  o.  2.  o.  N.B.  From  the 
dearness  of  Provisions  & c — It  was  then  agreed,  that 
Non-Attendants  be  requested  to  contribute  2.  Shil- 
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lings  instead  of  I.  Dinner  to  da y,  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
rosted  & c. 

October  7,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Ben  this  Morn’  for  divers 
things  4.  9.  4.  Busy  this  Morning  in  bottling  off 
Liquor  from  Mr.  Priest’s  at  Norwich  on  Saturday  last. 
Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  at  one  shilling 
&  three-pence  half  penny  pr.  Pt.  o.  3.  io-J.  Dinner 
to  day,  fryed  Beef  &  a  C.  Pheasant  rosted.  Mr.  Press 
Custance  is  coming  to  live  at  Hungate  Lodge  at  old 
Michaelmas  Day,  we  hear.  (He  lived  there  about 
fifteen  or  sixteen  [years]  ago)  and  in  the  same  style  as 
he  did  then. 

Octbr.  8,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Michaelmas  Sessions  Ball  at 
Norwich  this  Even’.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  eldest 
Daughter  to  be  there. 

October  10,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  This  being  old  Michaelmas  Day,  I  paid  my 
Servant  Boy,  Henry  Daines,  three  Quarters  of  a  Years 
Wages  due  this  Day  at  two  Guineas  per  Annum. 
1.  11.  6.  and  dismissed  him  from  my  Service  not 
behaving  in  a  manner  that  I  expected  from  him,  as  he 
could  not  be  trusted  to  do  any  thing  if  not  overlooked, 
and  also  a  very  saucy,  foul-mouthed  Lad.  Mr.  Cus¬ 
tance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit  he  came  walking  &  had 
been  to  Hungate-Lodge  where  his  Brother  is  coming 
to  reside  this  Day.  Dinner  to  day,  Mutton  Soup  &  a 
rost  Goose  &c. 

October  11,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c, 
again  at  home.  My  new  Boy,  Robt.  Case,  came  to  my 
House  this  Morning  before  breakfast.  Betty  went  this 
Morning  to  Norwich  in  John  Bakers  Market  Cart  with 
his  Daughter  Mary  Baker— Betty  went  to  Norwich  to 
have  farther  Advice  from  Dr.  Lubbock,1  tho’  she  is 
1  See  foot-note  p.  57  preceding. 
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finely  to  what  she  was.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Betty  returned  in  the  Evening  abt.  6.  and 
brought  our  Newspapers  &  Books  &c. 

October  12,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Rather  weak  and  nervous  this  Morn’.  Sent 
Ben  down  to  Lenewade-Bridge  abt.  Noon  (by  desire 
of  Mr.  Henry  Francis)  of  Norwich,  Attorney,  & 
Deputy  Steward  for  New-College,  Oxford  &c.  &c. 
he  returned  to  dinner  after  settling  the  following 
Accounts  with  Mr.  H.  Francis  at  Lenewade  Bridge 
that  is  to  say 


Pension  to  N.  College  . 

1. 

12. 

0. 

Quit  Rents  reed,  for  New,  Coll  . 

3- 

4- 

6. 

My  Subscription  to  Clerg.  Wid.  . 

1. 

1. 

0. 

Procuration  & c.  due  Michl.  1800  . 

0. 

9- 

7L 

Paid  to  Mr.  Francis  in  the  whole. 

6. 

7- 

if. 

Sent  by  Ben  two  Five  Pound  Norwich  Bank-Notes. 
Reed,  the  balance  3.  12.  IO-J-.  Dinner  to  day,  part  of 
a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  None 
from  Weston-House  at  Church  to  day.  It  was  not 
pleasing  to  me  to  be  obliged  to  transact  Business  with 
H.  Francis  to  day,  it  being  Sunday. 

October  13,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters 
made  us  a  short  Morning  Visit.  They  were  going  to 
call  on  Lord  &  Lady  Bayning  at  Honingham  Hall  after 
the  Sessions  Ball.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a 
rost  Partridge.  Mrs.  Custance  brought  us  a  brace  of 
Patridges. 

Octobr.  15,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  made  a  Morning 
Visit  to  Mrs.  Custance  at  Weston  House,  returned 
home  to  dinner.  Betty  walked  with  her  and  back 
again.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef,  and  a  Skimmer  Cake 
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with  Raisins  in  it,  &c.  I  was  but  poorly  to  day,  rather 
more  nervous.  Miss  Woodforde  did  not  see  either 
Mr.  Custance  or  any  of  his  Sons  at  Weston  House. 
She  was  overtaken  with  Rain  on  her  return  and  took 
Shelter  at  young  Stephen  Andrews’s.  After  dinner 
I  felt  myself  rather  better. 

Octbr.  1 7,  Friday.  .  .  .  This  being  St.  Faith’s  Fair  Day 
I  gave  my  Maid  Sally  Gunton,  and  my  Head  Servant 
Man,  Benj:  Leggatt,  Liberty  to  go  to  it,  Sally  walked 
there  with  her  intended,  Thos.  Harrison,  Son  of  my 
Thatcher.  I  let  Ben  have  my  Horse,  Rodney  to  go 
there.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  I 
was  but  very  poorly  to  day  indeed,  so  weak  &  nervous 
and  so  very  timorous.  I  thank  God!  however,  that  I 
made  a  good  Dinner.  Sally  &  Ben  returned  from  Fair 
in  good  time. 

Oct.  1 8,  Saturday.  ...  I  was  rather  weak  &  low  to  day, 
though  I  thank  God!  not  very  bad — Spirits  low. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Couple  of  Chicken  boiled  &  Tongue. 
We  had  our  Newspapers  in  good  time  to  day  but  no 
Letters  or  Books — great  Complaints  of  the  dearness  of 
Wheat  &  all  Provisions. 

October  19,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &c. 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  Nancy  was 
at  Church  as  were  also,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  Miss 
Emeris  sent  us  a  Pint  Bottle  of  Mushrooms.  Dinner 
to  day,  rost  Beef  &  plumb-Pudding.  I  was  something 
better  to  day  than  Yesterday  thank  God!  for  it — but 
still  Spirits  low. 

Oct.  20,  Monday.  ...  I  was  faint,  spiritless  and  weak  to 
day  particularly  about  Noon  and  am  almost  every  day 
worse  at  that  time  of  day,  and  generally  continue  so 
till  afternoon  and  after  I  have  dined,  feel  myself  better. 

Oct.  21,  Tuesday.  ...  I  was  very  poorly  this  Morning, 
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so  very  low.  My  Butcher  Willm.  Stoughton  of  Ling, 
brought  me  a  few  fine  Gudgeons  this  Morning,  wch. 
we  had  fryed  for  Dinner  and  also  a  Stiff  Marrow-bone 
of  Beef  &c.  Sold  my  old  Cow,  Patty,  about  io.  Years 
old,  subject  to  the  Gargutt  &  of  bad  Temper  also  to 
my  Butcher  (Stoughton)  for  5.  o.  o.  for  which  he 
stands  indebted  to  me.  I  was  better  in  the  Afternoon 
than  this  Morn’. 

Oct.  22,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  cold  Air  this  Morning 
and  windy.  I  was  much  better  this  Morning  than 
Yesterday.  Ultim:  dur:  Noc:  Emiss:  involun:  Semin: 
Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Beef  &  Potatoes  &c.  Very  fine 
&  seasonable  Weather. 

Oct.  23,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Anson  of  Ling  sent  us  a 
Leash  of  Partridges.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her 
Brother  Willm.  Woodforde  of  Gallhampton  from 
Somersett  informing  her  that  their  Estate  in  Sussex 
was  sold  to  one  Mr.  Shuttle  for  3500  Pounds.  The 
Letter  came  from  Weston  House.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers  &c.  I  was  rather 
poorly  to  day  &  Spirits  low. 

Octbr.  28,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morning 
for  half  a  Years  old  Taxes  as  usual  3.  13.  4.  Also,  to 
3.  Installments  of  Income  Do.  10.  o.  o.  So  that  I 
paid  him  on  the  whole  this  Morn’  for  Taxes  to 
Michaelmas  last  13.  13.  4.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Soup 
’hashed  Calfs  Head  &c.  I  was  rather  poorly  again  to 
day,  tho’  rather  better.  I  am  generally  worse  for  an 
Hour  before  Dinner. 

Octbr.  29,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Robert  Rising,  who 
lately  lived  (as  Butler)  to  Mr.  Custance  at  Weston 
House,  but  now  with  Lee  Acton,  Esq  at  Livermere 
near  Thetford,  called  on  us  this  Morning,  he  looked  very 
well  indeed.  He  came  to  see  his  Mother  at  Ling,  who 
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is  ill.  I  asked  him  to  eat  &  drink  but  he  did  neither. 
Dinner  to  da y,  rost  Beef  &c.  Briton’s  Father,  and 
Brother  from  Colchester  came  to  see  Briton  about 
dinner  time  &  I  believe  dined. 

Octbr.  30,  Thursday.  ...  I  was  rather  poorly  to  day, 
Spirits  low  and  a  pain  in  my  upper  Jaw  Tooth  on  the 
left  side  next  to  the  last,  and  which  is  very  hollow. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  & c. 

November  2,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance  and  Daugh¬ 
ters  at  Church,  but  not  Mr.  Custance.  About  2. 
o’clock  just  before  our  Dinner  as  we  generally  dine 
at  half  past  two,  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Visit  & 
stayed  half  an  Hour  with  us.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of 
Veal  rosted  & c. 

Novbr.  3,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  at  Weston- 
House  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance,  Mr.  Press  Custance, 
and  Mr.  Dade,  Miss  Custance  &  Sister,  with  their 
Brothers,  Hambleton  and  William.  Nancy  went  & 
returned  in  their  Coach,  I  was  not  quite  so  well  to  day 
— faint  Se  weak  with  some  gouty  pains  in  my  Bowels. 
I  had  for  my  dinner  to  day,  some  Veal  Cutlets  &c. 
Nancy  returned  home  about  8.  this  Evening.  She 
returned  home  as  she  went. 

Novbr.  5,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Very  weak  and  faint  to  day 
&  little  Appetite.  Spirits  very  much  depressed  indeed, 
and  gouty  pains  flying  about  my  Bowels.  Dinner  to 
day,  rost  Beef  Se  a  plumb  Pudding.  The  cold  frosty 
Air  to  day  pinched  me.  I  had  some  Water-Gruel  last 
Night  for  Supper  which  I  don’t  think  did  me  any  great 
good.  Betty’s  Nephew  of  Mattishall  here  this  morning. 

Novbr.  6,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Our  Folks  were  rather  alarmed 
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in  the  last  Night  by  our  Dog  (Polcat)  barking  very 
furiously  &  fiercely  in  the  Kitchen  about  the  middle 
of  the  Night.  There  were  seen  about  Noon  Yesterday 
some  strange  Men  &  a  Woman  about  the  Parish.  The 
Woman  called  here  &  asked  Charity — gave  her  a 
Penny.  She  had  a  large  bundle  at  her  back  &  appeared 
short — A  light  brown  Woolen  Cloke  on  her  back.  I 
was  very  poorly  again  to  day,  so  low  &c.  Nancy  had 
a  Letter  from  her  Brother  Sami.  It  came  by  way  of 
Weston  House.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Rabbit  &  a 
Goose.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  Pheasant  to  day.  I 
made  a  very  good  Dinner  (thank  God)  tho’  poorly. 
My  Spirits  very  low  to  day  before  dinner. 

Nov.  8,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Nor¬ 
wich  with  9.  Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome’s.  Mr. 
Stoughton  of  Sparham  called  on  us  this  Morning,  and 
brought  us  a  Leash  of  Partridges.  Dinner  to  day 
boiled  Pork  &  a  rost  Pheasant.  Ben  brought  us  a  small 
Tub  of  Colchester  Oysters  sent  by  Britons  Brother  at 
Colchester  who  was  here  last  Week — They  were  sent 
to  Briton:  N.B.  not  to  us — Briton  gave  them  to  us 
and  we  are  to  pay  for  the  Carriage  of  them  s  1/ 2d.  Ben 
brought  back  only  a  Note  from  Mr.  Bloome’s  of  the 
Quantity  of  the  Wheat  sent. 

Nov.  9,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Very  rough  Winds  with  Rain  about 
2.  this  Aft:.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  He  sent  us  a  brace  of 
Partridges,  by  Ben,  on  his  return  from  Church. 
Dinner  to  day,  Cod-Fish  &  Oysters  &  Shrimp  Sauce 
and  a  Couple  of  Partridges  rosted  & c.  Wind  &  Rain 
much  abated  in  the  Evening.  I  was  but  very  indif¬ 
ferent  all  the  day  long  so  very  nervous — My  Appetite 
however  very  good. 

Nov.  10,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  again 
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this  Morn’.  He  brought  us  Junius’s  Letters  to  read 
which  was  very  civil  and  obliging  of  him.  .  .  . 

Nov.  ii,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  Js.  Pegg  this  Morning 
out  of  Money  paid  by  me  for  the  Yeoman  Cavalry 
some  time  back,  they  having  been  some  time  dis¬ 
charged  o.  5.  6i.  Mr.  Collison  sent  us  a  Leash  of 
Partridges.  Dinner  to  day,  Eels  &  a  Saddle  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Our  Butcher  Stoughton  sent  us  some  Eels. 

Novbr.  14,  Friday.  .  .  .  Lord  &  Lady  Bayning  of 
Honingham  sent  their  Servant  to  our  House  this 
Morning  with  Compts.  Dr.  Thorne  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  Reed,  of  Betty,  for  Butter  this  Morn¬ 
ing  only  one  half  Pint,  the  last  Week  at  si/'jd.  o.  8-J. 
Reed,  of  my  Clerk  (Will:  Large)  for  Banns  that  were 
published  last  Sunday  o.  2.  6.  Which  I  am  to  give  to 
the  Clergyman  that  marries  them — which  I  suppose 
to  be  Mr.  Maynard.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Rabbits  & 
Onion  Sauce  See. 

Novbr.  15,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Had  a  good  Night  of  Rest  & 
Sleep  last  Night  and  was  finely  this  Morning,  but  being 
very  soon  after  I  came  down  Stairs  made  uneasy,  it 
hurt  me  &  made  me  worse  the  whole  Day.  Paid 
Harry  Baker,  Carpenter,  for  Work  lately  done  at  my 
House,  a  Bill  of  1.  7.  2.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Neck  of 
Mutton  boiled  and  a  Partridge  rosted  &c.  No  News¬ 
papers  came  to  hand  to  day. 

Nov.  18,  Tuesday  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Daughters  called  on 
us  this  Morning  in  their  way  to  Lord  Baynings  and 
stayed  with  us  about  half  an  Hour.  They  were  very 
fashionably  dressed.  Mrs.  Custance  &  eldest  Daughter 
were  dressed  in  brown  Silk  Pellices,  alias  great-Coats. 
Emily  Custance  was  dressed  in  white.  Dinner  to  day, 
Part  of  a  Rump  of  a  Beef  Boiled  See.  Thank  God!  I 
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was  tolerably  well  to  day.  Had  a  small  Pig  killed  this 
Morning.  Betty  Dade’s  Father  here  again  this  Morn’. 
The  Afternoon  rather  dark,  damp  &  cold. 

Novbr.  20,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Ling  Fair  to  day  being 
St.  Edmunds  Day. 

Novbr.  21,  Friday.  .  .  .  A  very  dark,  wet  &  cold  Morning. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Rabbit  rosted.  I  have 
felt  for  a  long  time  a  great  weakness  and  pain  in  my 
Loins,  which  I  think  lately  have  increased,  and  am 
afraid  is  increasing.  I  apprehend  it  to  be  something 
of  a  gouty  kind  in  those  Parts ;  gouty  Wind  it  feels  like. 

Novbr.  23,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston-Church.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled 
Haddock  &  an  Hare  rosted,  &  spoiled  by  Stale-Stuffing. 
None  from  Weston  House  at  Church,  the  greater 
[part]  of  the  Family  being  ill. 

November  24,  Monday.  ...  A  dull,  dark  &  wet  Morning 
&  Afternoon.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Our  Washing  Week  this  Week,  it  being  but 
indifferent  Weather  for  the  same,  our  Females  made 
long  Faces. 

Novbr.  25,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Mr.  Green  of  Attlebridge 
by  his  Servant  for  4.  Doz:  of  Port  Wine  at  s,$6/od  per 
Dozen — only  12.  to  the  Dozen — 7.  4.  o.  I  sent  the 
Money  to  the  Man  by  Briton,  Paid  Js.  Hardy  at  the 
Heart  for  Work  done  lately  for  me  &c.  a  Bill  of  3.  15.0. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 

Novbr.  27,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Pork  &  a  Rabbit  rosted 
&c.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shrimpton  (late  Betsy  Davy)  who 
are  on  a  Visit  at  Mr.  Thornes  of  Mattishall  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit  and  stayed  with  us  upwards  of  an  Hour, 
Mrs.  Shrimpton  looked  remarkably  well  &  of  good 
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Spirits.  They  live  in  a  genteel  Way  in  Suffolk  and 
have  one  Child;  a  little  Boy,  by  name  Joseph,  his 
Father’s  Name,  about  2.  Years  old.  Mr.  Shrimpton  is 
a  Dissenter,  I  believe  a  Presbyterian,  he  is  rather  plain 
and  I  should  take  him  to  be  about  35.  Yrs.  old.  They 
came  in  a  genteel  Whiskey  and  had  a  Servant  to  attend 
them.  They  stayed  with  us  upwards  of  an  Hour,  had 
some  refreshment  &  returned  back  to  Mattishall.  They 
leave  Mattishall  to  Morrow  and  return  home  to 
Walpole  in  Suffolk  not  a  great  many  Miles  from 
Beccles,  where  Mr.  Shrimpton’s  Father  (who  is  lately 
dead)  lived,  and  the  Estate  now  comes  to  his  Son. 
Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning  whilst  Mrs. 
Shrimpton  was  here — and  during  the  time  that  Mr. 
Shrimpton  went  in  his  Whiskey  to  see  Weston-House. 
Mr.  Shrimpton  had  a  Gun  &  a  Pointer  with  him. 
I  was  rather  hurried  at  first  seeing  them.  I  sent  Ben, 
round  this  Morn’  to  my  Farmers  to  meet  at  Parsonage 
on  Tuesday  next  to  pay  me  their  Composition  for 
Tithe  for  1800  &  dine  here.  Ben  returned  about 
9.  o’clock  quite  drunk  which  made  me  rather  uneasy 
being  rather  ill. 

Novbr.  29,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance 
called  on  us  this  Morning,  he  came  Walking.  He  is 
going  into  the  Norfolk  Militia  again.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  boiled  Rabbit  &  Souce  fryed.  No  Newspapers  came 
to  hand  to  day. 

Novbr.  30,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston  Church.  He  called  on  us  after  Divine 
Service  and  had  some  refreshment.  I  signed  his 
Testimonium  for  him  for  Priests  Orders  at  Christmas. 
Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Emeris 
sent  us  a  Cods  Head  &  Shoulders  this  Afternoon  by 
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Widow  Howes.  None  of  Weston  House  Family  at 
Church  to  day.  Our  Newspapers  came  to  hand  abt. 
io.  this  Morn’. 

Decbr.  i,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this 
Morning.  He  was  going  to  marry  a  Couple  at  Weston 
Church  by  Banns — Gunton  &  Howard.  Reynolds  of 
Morton  called  on  me  this  Morn’  and  paid  me  for 
Tithe  for  1800.  3.  10.  o.  Dinner  to  day  Codfish  &  a 
Co.  Chicken  rosted. 

Decbr.  2,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  This  being  my  Tithe-Audit-Day,  the  following 
People  dined  &c.  at  my  House  after  paying  their 
respective  compositions.  Thos.  Salisbury,  M.  Andrews, 
Js.  Pegg,  Jg  Norton,  H.  Case,  S.  Andrews,  W.  Bide¬ 
well,  J.  Culley,1  Robt.  Emeris,  J§  Girling  Junr., 
J5  Baker,  Thos.  Baker,  C.  Hardy,  A.  Spraggs,  Willm. 
Howlett,  Mary  Pratt,  C.  Cary,  J.  Hubbard,  &  Wm. 
Large.  Jg  Mann  also  paid  me,  but  not  stay  to  Dinner 
being  engaged  with  Company  at  home.  We  had  for 
Dinner  to  day,  two  boiled  Legs  of  Mutton,  Salt-Fish, 
a  fine  Surloin  of  Beef  rosted,  Plumb-Puddings,  &c.  & c. 
Wine,  Punch,  &  strong  Beer  &c.  as  usual.  They  all 
went  away  in  very  good  time,  about  10.  o’clock. 
Young  J5  Girling  went  away  the  most  disguised  in 
Liquor  of  any  in  the  Parlour,  and  he  was  not  very  so. 

1  John  Culley,  b.  Dec.  31,  1769,  married  Lucy  Paul  1793,  d.  1857:  he 
was  an  agriculturalist  of  some  note  in  his  day.  His  portrait  in  the  Norwich 
Corn  Exchange,  painted  by  John  Jackson,  R.A.,  bears  the  following  in¬ 
scription:  ‘This  portrait  of  John  Culley  Esq.  was  placed  in  this  building 
a.d.  1829  by  the  corn  growers  and  corn  buyers  of  Norfolk  as  a  testimony  of 
their  sense  of  the  perseverance,  zeal,  and  unwearied  exertions  used  by  him 
in  providing  and  settling  for  the  public  use  in  this  agricultural  county  a 
Corn  Exchange’.  John  Culley’s  daughter  Emma  married  at  Cossey 
Church  in  1828  Simon  Wilkin  of  Norwich,  editor  of  the  works  of  Sir 
Thomas  Browne.  (From  information  kindly  furnished  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Culley, 
great-grandson  of  John  Culley.) 
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Paid  Mr.  Emeris  to  day  towards  half  a  Years  Poor- 
Rate  to  Michaelmas  1799  at  [figure  omitted]  in  the 
Pound  the  Sum  of  5.  8.  o|-.  Punch  drank,  two  Bowls 
only,  Port  Wine  two  Bottles  only,  as  for  strong  Beer 
&c.  I  know  not,  but  suppose  not  less  than  fifteen 
Gallons  of  both  together. 

Decbr.  3,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Barnard  Dunnell  called  on 
me  this  Morn’  and  paid  me  for  Tithe  2.  14.  o.  Mr. 
Custance  made  us  a  Morn’  Visit  on  foot.  Mr.  Custance 
looked  very  unwell.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c. 

Decbr.  4,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  and  eldest  Son,  Hambleton,  made  a  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit,  as  did  Master  John  Custance,  who  is  very 
lately  returned  home  from  School.  Yesterday  &  to 
day,  had  a  good  deal  of  the  Gout  in  my  right  Foot,  but 
my  Spirits  much  better,  &  Appetite  also.  Dinner  to 
day,  hash’d  Mutton  &c. 

Decbr.  6,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben:  early  this  Morn’  to 
Norwich  with  8.  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome.  I 
was  very  unwell  indeed  all  the  Day,  very  languid,  weak 
&  rather  giddy.  Ben  returned  from  Norwich  about 
5.  o’clock  this  Evening,  He  brought  me  also,  Cash  for 
my  Barley  at  s3o/od  per  Coomb  12.  o.  o.  a  very  great 
Price  indeed.  Ben  brought  home  a  Pair  of  large  Dutch 
Plaise  at  least  2.  lb.  apiece  at  2d.  per  lb,  very  fresh 
indeed  &  I  think  very  cheap  also.  My  right  Foot  very 
painful  to  day  in  the  Gout,  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c. 

Decbr.  8,  Monday.  .  .  .  Paid  Ben,  this  Morn’  for  divers 
things  1.  4.  5-J-.  Paid,  Betty,  ditto  for  ditto  1.  15.  5$. 
Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning.  Master  John 
Custance  came  walking  to  our  House  this  Morning, 
but  did  not  come  in,  as  he  saw  me  engaged  when  he 
passed  the  Window.  The  two  Miss  Custances  also 
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came  walking  here  but  did  not  come  in,  their  shoes 
being  very  dirty  and  Mr.  Maynard  also  being  here. 
Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  The  Gout, 
much  better,  but  Spirits  more  depressed.  The  Poor 
went  up  to  Mr.  Custance  this  Morning  at  Weston 
House,  to  complain  of  the  Parish,  as  not  having  a 
sufficiency  of  Pay  from  the  Parish.  Clarkes  &  Rich¬ 
monds  near  us  of  the  Number. 

Decbr.  9,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  Spirits  very  poorly  again  to 
day,  and  felt  myself  very  weak  indeed.  Master  John 
Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Reed,  of  Rich¬ 
mond’s  Wife  this  Morning  for  2.  Bushells  of  Wheat  at 
2.  12.  6.  pr.  Coomb  1.  6.  3.  Cow,  Beauty,  had  a  Bull 
Calf,  this  Morn’.  Brewed  a  Barrell  of  common  Beer 
to  day.  Dinner  to  day  a  Goose  rosted  See.  Fine 
Weather  for  the  Season,  but  cold  &  raw. 

Decbr.  10,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  sent  this 
Afternoon  to  borrow  our  little  Cart  that  Master  John 
C.  may  go  to  Mr.  Marshams  to  Morrow  at  Stratton 
Strawless. 

Decbr.  11,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  A  cold,  raw,  foggy,  and  dark  day.  Dinner 
to  day,  Giblet-Soup  &  a  rost  Rabbit.  A  Man  called 
here  this  Evening  about  5.  o’clock  had  Trowers  on  and 
had  he  said  been  a  Sailor.  He  walked  as  if  he  w^s  lame, 
he  asked  Charity.  He  appeared  rather  a  suspicious 
Character  &  that  he  had  other  things  in  view  than 
mere  asking  Charity,  this  time  of  the  Day.  I  rather 
suspect  of  his  being  after  Poultry.  As  he  might 
however  be  in  want,  gave  him  o.  1.  I  was  finely  this 
Morning  when  I  came  down  Stairs,  but  being  soon 
after  made  rather  uneasy  discomposed  me  the  whole 
day  after. 

Decbr.  12,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Emeris  coursed  a  Hare  in 
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our  Cover  this  Morning,  killed  it,  &  sent  it  to  us. 
Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Greens  &  Potatoes.  Something 
better  to  day  than  Yesterday,  but  not  so  well  as  I  was 
some  days  ago.  Spirits  low,  weak  also  in  body  etc. 

Decbr.  13,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Willm.  Large  who  now  lives 
in  the  Cottage  where  Johnny  Heavers  did  (belonging 
to  the  Widows  Charity)  given  by  one  Chapman  to 
these  poor  Widows — called  on  me  this  Morn’  and  paid 
me  his  annual  Rent  of  5.  o.  o. 

Decbr.  14,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston-Church— Mrs.  Custance  there.  Thank 
God!  I  was  something  better  to  day.  Dinner  to 
day,  a  Turkey  rosted  &c.  We  did  not  receive  our 
Newspapers  till  this  Morn’.  The  Gout,  tho’  not  very 
painful,  but  continually  flying  about  my  Constitution 
makes  me  very  weak  both  in  body  and  mind  &c.  A 
general  Relaxation  seems  to  prevail  over  every  part  of 
my  Constitution,  tho’  thanks  to  Almighty  God!  my 
Appetite  fails  me  not.  My  Memory  however  I  find 
daily  weakens. 

Decbr.  16,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Pegg,  6  Weeks  Income 
Tax  3.  6.  8.  Mr.  John  Palmer  of  Morton,  Son  of  the 
late  Mr.  Palmer,  Malster,  and  who  carried  on  the 
business  for  his  Mother  &  Family,  called  on  me  this 
Morning  by  my  desire  and  I  paid  him  a  Bill  for  Malt 
&c.  from  the  first  of  January  1800  to  this  Day  33.  15.  8. 
Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Peas  &  a  rosted  Hare.  Thank 
God!  I  was  something  better  to  day  than  I  was  Yester¬ 
day — Spirits  higher. 

Decbr.  19,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Paid  my  Blacksmith,  John  Buck,  this  Morning, 
his  annual  Bill,  for  Work  done  for  me  within  this  Year 
in  all  3.  8.  2.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
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rosted.  &c.  I  thank  God!  I  was  better  to  da y,  than 
Yesterday,  although  I  had  not  but  little  sleep  last 
Night.  Briton  told  us  this  Afternoon  that  he  had  heard 
that  the  Norwich-Banks  had  stoppd  Payment. 

Dec.  20,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit.  He  came  walking  to  our  House  and  he  found 
us  busy  in  cutting  a  Loaf  of  Sugar.  He  stayed  with 
us  about  an  Hour.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Steaks  Sec. 
We  had  our  Newspapers  in  good  time  this  Even’. 
The  News  that  Briton  told  us  Yesterday  concerning 
Norwich-Banks,  proves  untrue. 

Decbr.  22,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Yesterday  being  Sunday  &  St.  Thomas’s 
Day  the  Poor  deferred  going  after  their  Christmas 
Gifts  till  this  Morning,  I  had  at  my  House  fifty  five, 
gave  only  to  53,  the  other  two  not  living  in  the  Parish. 
Gave  in  the  Whole  this  Morn’  at  6d.  each  in  Number 
53.  1 .  6.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  rost  Chicken. 
I  was  but  poorly  to  day  after  dinner,  giddy  Sec. 
Sitting  too  long  to  day  at  one  time  I  think.  The  Poor 
to  day  behaved  extremely  well  indeed  tho’  times  were 
extremely  hard  for  them — They  all  appeared  very 
patient  &  submissive.  Mr.  Press  Custance  sent  us  a 
Pheasant  this  Even’.  Very  fine  and  open  Weather  for 
the  Season.  I  cannot  remember  a  finer  day  (I  think) 
for  St.  Thomas’s  Day,  than  this  Day  proved.  Pray 
God !  make  us  all  thankfull  for  the  same. 

Decbr.  24,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  to  day — \  Pint 
o.  8-J.  Dinner  to  day,  Skaite  8e  broiled  Mutton  &c. 
This  being  Christmas  Eve  we  dressed  up  our  Windows 
with  Hulver  Branches  as  usual. 

Decbr.  25,  Thursday  &  Christmas  Day.  We  breakfasted, 
dined,  &c.  again  at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers, 
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Preached  and  administered  the  Holy-Sacrament  this 
Morning  at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance  was  there 
and  after  Divine  Service  she  made  us  a  Visit  &  stayed 
near  an  Hour  with  us.  This  being  Christmas  Day,  the 
following  poor  People,  dined  at  my  House,  Eliz:  Case, 
Thos.  Atterton  Senr.,  Robt.  Downing,  Roger  Sher¬ 
wood  and  my  Clerk  Willm.  Large.  Old  Mary  Heavers 
not  being  able  to  come  I  sent  her  some  rost  Beef  and 
plumb  Pudding  and  o.  I.  o.  I  gave  to  those  that  dined 
at  my  House  after  Dinner  some  strong  Beer  and  when 
they  went  away,  gave  each  of  them  i.  Shilling  o.  5.  o. 
I  lighted  my  great  Wax-Candle  as  usual  on  this  High- 
day,  but  it  is  almost  burnt  up.  The  poor  People  went 
away  about  5.  o’clock  happy  and  well  pleased  with 
their  fare. 

Dec.  26,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Press  Custance  made  us  a 
Morn’  Visit,  and  brought  us  a  brace  of  Snipes,  he 
stayed  with  us  about  half  an  Hour,  and  then  walked 
on  to  his  Brothers  to  dinner.  I  was  but  poorly  to 
day,  Spirits  low.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted. 

Dec.  27,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with 
ten  Coomb  of  Oats  to  Mr.  Bloome.  We  had  a  good 
deal  of  Snow  in  the  last  Night.  Dinner  to  day,  hash- 
Mutton  &  a  Suet  Pudding.  Lent  my  Servant  Man, 
Briton,  this  Morning,  the  Sum  of  6.  o.  o.  to  help  paying 
for  a  House  at  Reepham,  lately  purchased  by  the 
Family  of  Scurls’.  Ben  returned  home  between  five 
and  six  o’clock  this  Evening,  he  brought  me  a  Note 
from  Mr.  Bloome  for  my  Oats  for  which  I  am  to  receive 
at  s28/od  per  Coomb  14.  o.  o. 

Decbr.  28,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
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at  Weston-Church.  He  called  on  me  before  Divine 
Service  by  my  desire  of  seeing  him  to  day,  and  I  paid 
him  for  serving  the  Curacy  from  May  27th.  to  Decbr. 
28th  being  half  a  Year  at  30.  o.  o.  per  Annum  the  Sum 
of  15.  o.  o.  Briton  went  to  his  Fathers  at  Reepham 
this  Morning  to  settle  some  Family  Affairs  there. 
Briton  returned  home  to  Dinner.  Dinner  to  day, 
fryed  Codlings,  and  a  broiled  Bullock’s  Kidney — very 
poor  Dinner  I  made.  In  fact  I  was  but  very,  so,  so, 
to  day — nervous.  Neither  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Custance  at 
Church. 

Decbr.  29,  Monday.  ...  A  great  deal  of  Snow  in  the  last 
Night  and  this  Morning  till  Noon.  Dinner  to  day  a 
Goose  rosted  &c.  The  present  cold  Weather  pinches 
me  much  but  nevertheless  I  have  not  my  bed  warmed 
tho’  so  poor  an  Invalid  as  at  present  I  am. 

Decbr.  30,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Very  cold  all  Day,  but  fair  & 
a  hard  Frost.  The  cold  Weather  is  rather  pinching  to 
me  tho’  I  thank  God  it  is  fine  cheery  Weather  and  very 
favourable  &  healthy  both  for  Man  and  Beast — in 
short  very  good. 

ANNO  DOMINI  1801  L.S.D.  [Laus  soli  Deo.] 
Union  with  Ireland 

January  1,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  The  New  Year  began  with  very  dark,  cold, 
windy  and  very  wet  Weather  indeed.  Dinner  to  day, 
Giblet-Soup  &  a  rost  Rabbit.  Briton  at  Weston  House 
in  the  Evening,  supped  there,  stay  till  10. 

Janry.  2,  Friday.  .  .  .  Our  Servants  were  asked  to  spend 
the  Evening  at  Weston-House  last  Night.  Briton  was 
the  only  one  that  went,  the  others  were  very  indif¬ 
ferent  about  it  and  therefore  stayed  at  home.  It 
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was  a  wet  Aft.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Rabbit  & 
Onion  &c. 

Janry.  3,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Reed  of  Betty  for  Butter  sold 
at  si/5d  per  Pint,  only  half  a  Pint  sold  o.  8-J.  Sent  Ben 
early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with  7.  Coomb  of  grey 
Peas  to  Mr.  Bloome’s.  He  brought  home,  no  Price  of 
them,  only  an  Account  of  the  Quantity  sent.  Stephen 
Andrews  sent  some  Peas  also  to  day  at  Norwich  and 
he  reed.  38.  Shillings  per  Coomb.  Ben  returned  from 
Norwich  between  five  &  six  this  Afternoon.  He 
brought  a  Letter  to  Nancy  from  her  Br.  Willm.  dated 
from  Portsmouth. 

January  4,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston-Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Part  of  a 
Loin  of  Veal  rosted.  Nancy  had  a  Note  from  Mrs. 
Bodham  of  Mattishall  this  Afternoon  acquainting  her, 
that  Mrs.  Bodham  &  her  Niece  (Miss  Anne  Donne)  go 
for  London  on  Tuesday  next  and  to  remain  there  some 
Months.  Wicks  (Mrs.  Bodhams  Gardner)  brought  it. 
Himself  &  Wife  &  Family  are  to  live  in  her  House, 
during  her  Absence.  A  rare  birth,  and  good  Time  will 
they  have  of  it.  And  may  they  behave  as  they  ought, 
well. 

Jan.  6,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Aldridge  here  to  day  with  his  Cart  of  Goods. 
Miss  Woodforde  [bought]  some  Callicoe  for  Shifts  of 
him.  Miss  Custance  with  her  Br.  John,  called  on  us 
this  Morning — they  came  here  whilst  Aldridge  was 
here  and  stayed  with  us  an  Hour.  Dinner  to  day,  Part 
of  a  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Our  Maids,  Betty  Dade  & 
Sally  Gunton,  being  asked  to  Weston  House  this  Even¬ 
ing,  went  abt.  5.  o’clock  this  Afternoon  and  returned 
home  about  half  past  ten  at  Night  well  pleased. 
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Janry.  7,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Foster  of  Lenewade-Mills  called  on  me 
this  Morning  and  stayed  with  me  upwards  of  an  Hour.1 
I  paid  him  his  annual  Bill  for  Flour  &  grinding  9.  5.  6. 

I  paid  him  also  Rent  for  College  Land  due  Michaelmas 
last  16.  o.  o.  also  3.  Quarters  Land-Tax  for  Coll:  L. 
o.  15.  o.  Mr.  Maynard  called  here  whilst  Mr.  F.  was 
here.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c. 

January  8,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  fine  open  and  mild 
Weather  for  the  Season,  very  fine  and  dry  for  the 
Cattle  to  eat  their  Turnips  without  Waste. 

Janry.  9,  Friday.  .  .  .  Hetty  Gallop,  Sally  Bates,  and 
Knights  Wife  from  Weston  House  drank  Tea  with  our 
Maids  this  Afternoon  and  stayed  till  ten  at  Night — 
playing  Cards  all  the  time  almost. 

Janry.  n,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Cus- 
tance  at  Church.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Son  John 
&  Miss  Custance  called  on  us  after  Divine  Service  and 
spent  near  an  Hour  with  us.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey 
rosted  &c.  Thank  God!  I  was  better  to  day  than 
Yesterday. 

Janry.  12,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  my  Servants  their  Wages  this  Morn’  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say, 

1  Peter  Foster,  b.  1750,  d.  1806,  and  buried  within  the  altar  rails  of  Great 
Witchingham  Church,  together  with  his  wife  Anne,  who  died  in  1814,  and 
their  son  Peter  Le  Neve  Foster,  who  died  in  1828.  Both  father  and  son 
are  described  in  the  memorial  as  ‘Merchant’.  Mrs.  Foster  before  her 
marriage  to  the  Miller  of  Lenwade  Bridge  was  Anne  Chambers,  a  milliner 
in  Norwich.  The  Fosters  were  evidently  people  of  substance.  Like  Parson 
Woodforde  they  did  not  despise  smuggled  goods,  and  I  understand  that 
a  copper  coal-scuttle  still  survives  which  used  to  accommodate  smuggled 
tea.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Foster’s  great-great-granddaughter,  Miss  Joan 
Parkes  (whose  excellent  book  on  seventeenth-century  travel  was  recently 
published  by  the  Oxford  Press)  for  the  above  information. 
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To  Benjamin  Leggat  my  farming  Man,  a 


Years  Wages  due  January  5th.  1801 

10. 

0. 

0. 

To  Bretingham  Scurl,  Footman,  Do. 

8. 

0. 

0. 

He  paid  me  Money  lately  lent  him 

6. 

0. 

0. 

To  my  Maid,  Eliz:  Dade,  Years  Wages  . 

5- 

5- 

0. 

To  my  Maid  Sally  Gunton,  ditto  . 

5- 

5- 

0. 

To  my  Yard-Boy,  Robt.  Case,  for  a  Quar¬ 

ter  of  a  Years  Wages  due  Janry.  5th 

10. 

6. 

They  were  all  contented  but  Sally  Gunton  who  wanted 
her  Wages  raised  higher,  but  I  would  not  comply  with 
her  request.  Paid  Johnny  Reeve  of  Ringland  a  Bill  for 
Farriery  for  1800  of  the  Sum  of  1.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  I  was  rather  poorly  to  day,  so 
weak  in  Body.  We  played  at  Backgammon  this  Evening 
before  Supper,  for  the  first  time  this  Winter.  We  left 
off  upon  an  Equality. 

Janry.  13,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  my  Butcher,  Willm.  Stoughton  of  Ling, 
this  Morning  for  Meat  from  Sepb.  nth.  1800  to 
January  3rd.  1801  the  Sum  of  19.  13.  8j.  Reed,  of  him 
for  a  Cow  &c.  10.  10.  if.  Paid  him  on  balancing 
Accnt.  9.  3.  7.  Betty  Dade’s  Father  here  this  Morning. 
Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Sent 
Nancy  Spraggs  (our  late  Maid)  having  four  Children 
and  in  distress,  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  We  brewed  of  Beer,  common  this  Day, 
a  Barrell. 

Jan.  16,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Skimmer  Cake. 
Mr.  Howlett  sent  us  a  Hare  this  Afternoon.  The 
present  Dearness  of  Provisions,  the  high  Price  of 
Wheat  and  all  other  Grain,  the  too  distant  appearance 
of  any  Peace  near  at  hand  with  the  great  Complaints 
of  the  Poor  throughout  the  United  Kingdoms,  are  I 
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am  afraid  all  bad  signs  of  any  Peace  being  near  at 
hand. 

Janry.  19,  Monday.  .  .  .  Dearness  of  Bread  & c.  rather 
advances.  Bread  now  very  high — a  formerly  6d.  penny 
Loaf  is  now  sold  at  the  high  Price  of  seventeen- 
pence. 

Janry.  21,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit.  He  came  riding,  stayed  about  an  Hour. 
Curzon’s  Wife  detected  stealing  Turnips  from  me  this 
Morning,  near  Weston-Field. 

Janry.  24,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Received  of  Betty  for  Butter  -J  Pint  o.  8f. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Goose  rosted  &c.  I  was  very  poorly 
again  to  day,  so  low  &  Appetite  bad,  &  also  much 
affected  by  the  Cold.  It  snowed  tho’  very  small 
Flakes  most  of  the  Morn’.  I  am  afraid  we  have  lost  our 
Dog,  Polcatt  she  is  supposed  that  she  is  caught  in  a 
Trap.  No  Newspapers  came  to  hand  from  Norwich, 
Stoughton  (our  Butcher)  not  coming  from  Norwich 
Market  this  Night.  Our  poor  Dog  Polcat  caught  in  a 
Trap  near  Weston  House  &  killed  by  Girlings  Son. 

January  25,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston  Church.  Very  cold  &  sharp  Frost.  I  was 
but  very  poorly  the  whole  day  so  low  and  so  faint  and 
giddy,  and  so  fearful.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal 
rosted  &c.  Briton  walked  this  Morning  to  Reepham 
to  see  his  Father  who  has  been  ill  lately.  He  went 
walking  &  returned  home  to  dinner.  Our  Newspapers 
from  Norwich  we  did  not  receive  till  Tea-time  this 
Afternoon — Stoughton  my  Butcher  not  coming  from 
Norwich-Market  Yesterday  till  this  Aft: — I  am  afraid 
he  is  going  on  but  badly.  The  cold  Weather  pinches 
me  a  good  deal.  Very  cold  to  Day,  hard  Frost  &  some 
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Snow.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  from  her  Brother  S.  in 
London  this  Morn’  by  way  of  Weston  House. 

January  27,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morn’  Qrs. 
Land  Tax  due  this  Month  for  Parsonage  2.  15.  o. 
Rather  better  to  day  than  Yesterday  thank  God. 
Dinner  to  day,  Giblet-Soup  &c.  The  present  Times 
at  present  wear  a  bad  aspect.  Pray  God!  send  us  better 
times  e’er  long. 

January  31,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with 
eight  Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome  Thank  God ! 
I  was  finely  to  day.  Dimler  to  day,  Pork  and  Peas  &c. 
Ben  returned  home  from  Norwich  about  5.  o’clock 
this  Evening,  safe  &  well  (thanks  to  God  for  it)  and 
brought  me  Cash  for  my  Wheat  from  Mr.  Bloome  at 
3.  15.  o.  pr  Coomb.  30.  o.  o.  an  enormous  Price  I  must 
confess  indeed  and  sincerely  wish  that  it  might  be 
cheaper  e’er  long  for  the  benefit  of  the  Poor  who  are 
distressed  on  that  Account — tho’  much  alleviated  by 
the  liberal  Allowance  to  them  of  every  Parish.1  Pray 

1  The  steady  rise  in  prices,  reaching  famine  levels  in  the  year  1795,  and 
again  in  1 800-1,  had  been  countered  as  far  as  possible  by  a  variety  of 
measures.  Of  these  the  most  important  was  the  extensive  provision  of  out- 
relief  from  the  rates  in  supplement  of  wages  introduced  by  the  famous 
Speenhamland  decision  of  the  Berkshire  magistrates  in  May  1795,  and  later 
in  the  same  year  endorsed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  Whether  the  precise 
Speenhamland  scheme  which  regulated  relief  in  accordance  with  the  price 
of  bread  was  actually  adopted  in  Weston  is  not  clear,  but  the  Diarists’ 
entries  for  Dec.  2  and  Dec.  22,  1800,  and  for  the  present  date,  indicate  that 
the  relief  given  was  pretty  extensive.  Whereas  Parson  Woodforde’s  half- 
year’s  poor-rate  from  Lady  Day  to  Michaelmas,  1794,  was  £1  ior.  3 d.,  in 
1 796  for  the  same  six  months  it  was  £2  5 s.  \\ci .,  while  in  1 800  the  correspond¬ 
ing  figure  is  £ 5  8r.  which  rises  to  £6.  135.  for  the  six  months  from 
Michaelmas  1800,  to  Lady  Day  1801  (see  entry  for  May  11,  1801).  The 
famine  prices  of  1 800-1  were  largely  due  to  the  bad  harvest  of  1800,  and  to 
the  temporary  closing  of  the  Baltic — from  whence  we  imported  grain — 
during  the  ‘Armed  Neutrality’  of  Dec.  1800-April  1801.  Other  measures 
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God!  send  us  better  Times  and  all  People  better.  Fine 
mild  Weather  for  the  Season,  thank  God  for  it. 

February  i,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  fine  Weather  indeed  for  the  Season — 
G.D.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters 
&  Son  Willm.  there.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted 
& c.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters  and  Son 
Willm.  drank  Coffee  &  Tea  with  us  this  Afternoon. 
They  came  about  6.  o’clock  &  stayed  till  near,  9. 

February  3,  Monday.  ...  I  thank  God!  was  finely  to  day 
and  eat  pretty  hearty  for  Dinner  on  some  rost  Beef  &c. 
Washing  Week  every  5.  Weeks  the  same.  Very  fine 
Weather  still  continues,  so  mild  & c. 

February  5,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  fine  Weather  indeed  for 
the  Season.  Bees  quite  brisk.  Crocus’s  &  Snow  Drops 
out  in  full  blossom.  Gooseberry  Trees  coming  into 
Leaf  very  fast  indeed. 

February  6,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  my  Study,  Kitchen,  and  Back-Kitchen 
Chimnies  swept  by  Holland  &  his  Boy,  Hunt.  To  a 
Man  of  Sparham  having  lately  lost  a  Cow,  gave  him 
o.  1 .  o.  Received  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  4.  Pints  and 
half  of  Butter  at  si/5d  pr.  Pt.  o.  6.  4-J .  Nancy  got  up 
early  this  Morning  and  walked  to  Weston-House  before 
I  was  down  Stairs,  and  there  breakfasted,  and  soon 

adopted  during  the  years  1795-1801  to  mitigate  distress  and  regulate 
supply  were  the  giving  of  bounties  for  corn  imports,  for  maize,  for  growing 
potatoes;  the  checking  of  starch  manufacture  and  of  distilling;  the  issuing 
of  proclamations  urging  economy  in  consumption  of  bread,  &c.;  finally 
enclosures  were  pushed  on  with  great  rapidity  so  as  to  increase  the  home 
production  of  corn — a  General  Enclosure  Act  being  passed  in  1801  (see 
Cunningham’s  Growth  of  English  Industry  and  Commerce  in  Modern  Times , 
pp.  668-737).  The  parish  of  Weston  was  not,  however,  the  subject  of  an 
enclosure  award  till  1828. 
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after  went  with  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  to 
Norwich  and  did  not  return  till  after  5.  this  Evening 
about  which  time  they  brought  her  home.  The 
Weather  rather  unfavourable,  as  it  rained  most  part 
of  the  Day  tho’  not  a  heavy  Rain.  She  was  well  pleased 
however  with  her  Jaunt.  Bought  a  new  Pair  of  Stays 
&c.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Miss 
W:  did  not  dine  till  after  return  home.  Thank  God! 
they  all  went  &  returned  home  safe. 

February  12,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  cold  with  much  Snow 
&  sharp  Frost.  It  froze  within  Doors  this  Morning. 
The  cold  Weather  affected  me  much  to  day.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  Had  my  Bed  warmed  the  first 
time  this  Winter. 

Febry.  13,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  This  being  a  publick  &  general  Fast  Day  to  be 
observed  throughout  England,  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers 
&  Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  Very  few 
People  attended,  the  Weather  being  very  severely  cold 
with  much  Snow  all  Day.  None  of  Weston-House 
Family  at  Church.  It  froze  sharp  and  snowed  the 
whole  day.  The  severe  cold  Weather  affected  me  much 
— It  froze  both  above  Stairs  and  below.  Dinner  to  day, 
Salt  Fish  &  boiled  Beef  &c.  Very  hard  Times  indeed, 
Bread  being  so  dear.  A  Sixpenny  white  Loaf  of  Bread 
which  I  had  to  day  from  Cary’s  Shop,  weighed  only 
thirteen  ounces  and  three  Quarters  and  the  brown 
Loaf  of  Sixpence  only  1.  Pound  7.  Ounces.  No 
Appearance  of  change  of  Weather  as  yet. 

Febry.  14,  Saturday.  .  .  .  This  being  Valentines  Day,  I 
gave  away  to  Children  of  my  Parish  at  di.  each  57 — 
4.  9.  .  .  . 

Febry.  15,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Very  cold  indeed  with  much  Snow.  Mr. 
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George  Smith,  of  Mattishall  read  Prayers  and  Preached 
this  Morning  at  Weston-Church  for  Mr.  Dade.  He 
called  here  before  he  went  to  Church  &  on  his  return 
had  some  refreshment.  He  came  riding  and  looked 
full  of  Health.  Mr.  Smith  did  not  stay  long  after  his 
return  He  having  Mattishall  &  another  Church  this 
Aft.  to  do  duty  at.  He  is  much  liked  at  our  Church. 
None  from  Weston  House  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner 
to  day,  Neck  of  Pork  rosted  &c. 

Febry  16,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning.  Reed, 
of  Betty  for  Butter  this  Morning  at  si/3di  per  Pint 
o.  5.  9f.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  boiled  &c. 
I  was  but  indifferent  to  day,  it  being  so  cold. 

Feb.  17,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Anson  of  Ling  sent  us  some 
Gudgeons.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Gudgeons,  and  a 
Goose.  The  Frost  rather  gave  to  day,  but  still  very 
cold.  I  still  continue  very  weak  and  indifferent.  The 
present  times  wear  but  a  melancholy  Aspect — A 
Change  of  the  Ministry  hath  very  lately  taken  place — 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  Colleagues  are  all  out.1 

Feb.  18,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Daughters  called  on 
us  this  Morning,  they  came  walking  and  were  wet  in 
their  feet.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  Snow  remaining 
on  the  Ground,  and  it  snowed  a  small  matter  during 

1  Pitt’s  resignation  did  not  become  effective  till  March  14,  but  early  in 
February  he  had  intimated  to  the  King  that  he  must  resign  in  view  of  his 
inability  to  carry  out  that  measure  of  Catholic  emancipation,  the  virtual 
promise  of  which  by  him  and  Cornwallis  to  the  Irish  Catholics  had  recon¬ 
ciled  them  to  the  Union.  Finding  that  the  King  was  adamant  in  refusing 
to  consider  his  proposals — the  King  considered  them  inconsistent  with  his 
coronation  oath — Pitt  tendered  his  resignation,  as  also  did  Windham, 
Grenville,  Dundas,  Spencer,  and  Cornwallis.  The  Speaker,  Addington, 
succeeded  Pitt  as  Prime  Minister.  (See  Holland  Rose’s  William  Pitt  and 
the  Great  War,  ch.  xx.) 
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their  stay  with  us.  I  would  have  them  take  some 
refreshment  whilst  here,  but  they  declined  it.  They 
came  very  early,  before  n.  o’clock  this  Morn’.  I  was 
but  indifferent  this  Morning  at  &  after  breakfast,  being 
made  uneasy.  Dinner  to  day,  Mutton  Soup  &  Salt 
Fish  &c.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  by  Mr.  Custance  from 
her  Brother  Willm.  at  Gallhampton  in  Somersett  not 
at  all  satisfactory  to  me,  on  my  Affairs  there.  O 
tempora  quam  sunt  infeliciter  mutata!  Mr.  Frank 
Woodforde  &  Wife  with  their  Son  George  are  now  in 
Town  on  their  Son  Georges  Account  to  have  his  Eyes 
couched  having  been  blind  many  Years — Pray  God! 
grant  him  Success. 

Febry.  20,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Briton  was  out  all  Night  last  Night  at  Js.  Peggs 
but  not  without  my  consent,  Js.  Pegg  had  a  few  Friends 
of  his  to  spend  the  Evening.  Dinner  to  day,  Knuckle 
of  Veal,  Bacon  &  Greens  &c.  Meat,  by  my  Butchers 
Account  this  Day,  was  at  the  following  high  Price — 
Beef  at  Jd.  Pr.  lb,  Mutton  at  7df.,  Veal  at  Jd.  per  lb.1 
Briton  returned  home  early  in  the  Morning. 

Febry.  21,  Saturday  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  was  finely  (thank  God)  this  Morning.  Ben 
carried  Betty  over  to  Mattishall  this  Morn’  to  Mattis- 
hall,  to  see  her  Father  being  ill.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Goose  rosted  &  Norfolk  Dumplins.  Ben  returned  home 
about  Dinner  time.  I  dreamed  last  Night  that  old 
Mrs.  Melliar  of  Castle-Cary  was  married  by  me  to 

1  These  prices  for  home-grown  meat  seem  cheap  enough  compared  with 
modern  prices.  When,  however,  they  are  compared  with  the  prices  paid 
by  Parson  Woodforde  in,  for  instance,  1765  (beef  steaks  3d.  per  lb  ;  see 
vol.  i,  p.  43),  he  had  cause  for  lament.  Moreover  it  is  clear  from  the  Diary 
what  a  great  part  meat  played  in  the  eighteenth  century  diet,  at  any  rate 
of  those  who  were  better  to  do:  compare  Parson  Woodforde’s  meat-bills 
with  his  flour  bills — in  this  connexion  see  foot-note,  pp.  231-2,  vol.  iii. 
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Mr.  Thos.  Burge  of  the  same  Place,  &  has  been  dead 
many  Yrs.  No  News  Papers  arrived  to  us  this  Evening. 
Bad  News  from  Norwich — the  King  being  ill  again  in 
a  Fever  similar  to  his  Complaint  a  few  Years  ago.1 

Febry.  22,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted  &c. 
No  Divine  Service  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  C.  Mr. 
Dade  being  still  at  Cambridge.  Mr.  Willm.  Custance 
drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening,  he  came  riding.  Betty 
returned  home  this  Evening  from  Mattishall,  leaving 
her  Father  better. 

Febry.  24,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Ben  found  a  Hare  sitting  this 
Morning  in  one  of  our  Fields,  got  Billy  Bidewell  to 
come  &  course  the  same  and  killed  it,  &  they  brought 
it  to  my  House.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Leg  of  Mut¬ 
ton  &  c. 

Febry.  26,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit  &  very  soon  after  he  had  been  here, 
Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Sister  Lady  Bacon  called  on 
us  and  stayed  near  an  Hour  with  us.  To  a  Petition  of 
a  Man  of  Bargewell  loosing  a  Horse  lately  gave  o.  1.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Thank  God!  I  was  finely 
to  day. 

Feb.  28  Saturday.  .  .  .  The  Account  of  the  Kings 
Health  but  very  so,  so. 

March  1,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at 

1  George  III  first  developed  feverish  symptoms  on  Feb.  16,  but  it  was 
not  till  Feb.  23  that  he  became  seriously  deranged.  Willis,  the  son  of  the 
parson-doctor  who  had  cured  him  in  1788-9  (see  vol.  iii,  p.  64  foot-note), 
attended  him.  The  illness  fortunately  lasted  only  a  very  short  time,  and  by 
the  middle  of  March  the  King  was  able  to  hold  interviews.  The  illness 
seems  partly  to  have  been  brought  on  by  anxiety  over  Pitt’s  resignation, 
and  the  ‘Catholic  Emancipation’  question,  and  Pitt’s  promise  not  again 
to  raise  that  question  no  doubt  facilitated  his  cure.  (See  Holland  Rose’s 
Pitt,  pp.  447-8.) 
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home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Aft. 
at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  at 
Church  to  day.  Dinner  to  day  a  boiled  Fowl  and  a 
Hare.  Neither  Mr.  Custance  or  Lady  Bacon  at  Church. 
Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters  and  Son  Willm. 
Custance,  Lady  Bacon,  and  her  Daughter  Maria 
Bacon,  drank  Coffee  and  Tea  with  us  this  Evening  in 
our  Parlour.  Thank  God!  was  finely  to  day  consider¬ 
ing.  Sent  Briton  to  Reepham  after  Coffee  this  Morn’ 
being  out  of  it. 

March  2,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  To  one  Benj:  Carpenter,  losing  a  Horse  gave 
1.  o.  I  was  but  poorly  to  day — Spirits  low.  Dinner  to 
day,  boiled  Neck  of  Mutton  See.  Very  fine  Morning  tho’ 
Air  rather  cold.  Miss  Woodforde  busy  in  the  Garden 
all  the  Morning  almost  with  one  thing  or  another. 
March  5,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  made  us  an  early 
Morning  Visit  stayed  about  an  Hour  with  us.  He  told 
us  that  the  King  is  spoken  of  as  being  better.  Pray 
God!  that  he  might  be  so.  Dinner  to  day,  broiled 
Mutton  &  a  Duck  rosted. 

March  7,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  on  Horseback  to  settle  Accounts  for  me  with 
Mr.  Bloome  for  Corn  &  Coal  for  the  Year  last  past  to 
this  Day.  Viz. 

To  a  Bill  for  Coals  had  of  Mr.  Bloome 

during  the  last  Year  9.  Chldrn  pd.  .  17.  13.  o. 

Reed,  of  Mr.  Bloome  by  Ben  for  Corn 

during  the  last  Year  the  Sum  of  .  .  78.  10.  o. 

Upon  the  balance  of  Accounts  therefore 

with  him  I  reed,  of  him  by  Ben  neat —  60.  17.  o. 
Ben  did  not  return  till  7,  this  Evening.  Dinner  to  day, 
fryed  Beef  &  a  rost  Fowl. 

March  8,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
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home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  at  Church. 
Miss  Woodforde  ought  to  have  been  there  also.  I 
should  be  happy  to  attend  Church  again  had  I  strength 
&  Spirits  to  perform  the  same.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Turkey  rosted  &c. 

March  9,  Monday.  .  .  .  The  King  by  the  latest  Accounts 
(thank  God)  is  something  better,  Pray  God  continue 
thy  Divine  Favour  &  Blessing  upon  him. 

March  10,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Gave  my  Niece  this  Morning  10.  o.  o.  Mr. 
Aldridge  called  here  this  Morning  with  Cottons  of 
different  Patterns  See.  Sec.  I  paid  him  for  divers  things 
as  under  3.  10.  11.  Viz,  8.  Yards  of  Purple  &  white 
Cotton  for  a  Morning  Gown  for  myself  at  s2/  3d  o.  1 8.  o. 
To  6.  Yrds  and  f  Callico-Lining  at  si/4d.  o.  9.  o.  To 
2.  Coloured  Handkerchiefs  for  my  two  Washerwomen, 
Downing  Se  Richmond  4.  8.  To  2.  Waistcoat  Pieces 
for  my  two  Men,  Benj:  Leggatt  Se  Bretingham  Scurl, 
of  Woolen  but  of  pretty  Pattern,  red,  green  Se  brown 
in  stripes  about  one  Yard  in  length,  each  pd.  o.  14.  o. 
To  a  Waistcoat-Piece  for  my  Boy  Robt.  Case  also, 
about  a  Yard  also  of  Woollen  o.  4.  o.  So  that  I  paid 
Aldridge  in  toto  3.  10.  n.  He  had  also  besides,  both 
Victuals  Se  Drink.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  he  did  not 
make  a  bad-Calling  here  this  Morning  and  his  obliging 
behaviour  merited  it  also.  Paid  also  to  Alldridge 
(omitted  before)  for  2.  Cotton  Gowns  for  my  two 
Maids  of  Pink  Se  White  17.  Yards  at  s2 /6d.  2.  2.  6. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Pork  boiled  Se  Peas. 

March  11,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Emeris  we  heard  this  Morning  had  a 
Fall  from  his  Horse  last  Night  as  he  was  going  home 
about  10.  o’clock  from  Salisbury’s.  It  happened  just 
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by  Richmonds,  owing  to  a  Fellow’s  coming  out  of  Rich¬ 
mond’s  Gate  and  running  away  on  Monday  last  some 
time  of  the  Night  or  early  Yesterday  Morn’.  A  Pair 
of  Stockings  that  happened  to  be  out  just  by  the  back 
Door  upon  some  Wooden  Legs  to  dry  were  attempted  to 
be  taken  off  by  some  Person  or  another,  but  being  wet 
they  cd.  not  pull  them  off.  Y esterday  Morning  a  strange 
kind  of  a  Dog  of  the  Badger  kind  was  found  in  our 
Cart-Shed  and  when  out  of  the  Yard  went  for  Greens- 
gate.  Paid  James  Hardy  of  Weston-Heart  Inn  this 
Morning  a  Bill  for  things  had  5.  11.  o.  He  dined  with 
our  Folks  in  Kitchen.  He  is  a  very  civil  obliging  young 
Man.  Dinner  to  day,  hashed  Mutton  &  a  Pudding. 

March  14,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
with  three  Coomb  of  Wheat  &  four  Coomb  of  grey 
Peas,  to  Mr.  Bloome’s.  He  returned  home  about 
6.  o’clock  this  Evening  and  brought  me  Cash  for  the 
above  Corn  19.  2.  6.  Wheat  at  s75/od  per  Coomb 
11.  5.  o.  Grey  Peas  at  s35/od  ditto  7.  17.  6.  A  very 
great  Price  indeed  for  both.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed 
Pork  and  Potatoes  See.  Ben  had  but  an  indifferent 
Journey  of  it  as  it  rained  a  great  part  of  the  Day.  I 
was  very  nervous  to  day  and  low. 

March  15,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  very  nervous  indeed  most  of  the  Day. 
Nancy  had  a  Letter  this  Morning  from  her  B.  Samuel 
in  London  concerning  Sussex.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers 
&  Preached  this  After:  at  Weston-Church — None  from 
Weston  H.  Mr.  Custance  gone  to  Thetford-Assizes 
this  Morn’,  Mr.  Marsham  being  High  Sheriff.  Dinner 
to  day,  Part  of  a  Rump  of  Beef  rosted,  and  some  Skaite 
boiled.  Very  cold,  windy,  Snow  &  Rain  this  Morn’. 
Afternoon  more  calm  and  dryer. 

3°5 


v 


X 


1801 

March  17,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home;  I  was  very  poorly  again  this  Morning  so  very  low, 
nervous,  and  fearfull.  Very  cold,  searching  &  penetrat¬ 
ing  Winds  tho’  not  unusual  this  Month  but  they  are 
very  searching  &  bad  for  Invalids.  My  Yard  Boy,  Robt. 
Case  hath  behaved  of  late  I  hear  but  indifferently. 
He  has  been  guilty  of  many  bad  Actions  of  late.  A  bad 
return  for  the  Waistcoat  I  lately  gave  him.  It  vexed 
me  a  good  deal  to  hear  of  it.  Dinner  to  day,  Skaite 
and  cold  rost  Beef.  Brewed  a  Barrel  of  strong  Beer. 

March  20,  Friday.  .  .  .  Paid  Charles  Cary,  Shoemaker, 
for  Shoes  and  other  odd  things  a  Bill  of  o.  10.  o.  To 
a  Poor  Man  (by  name  J-j  Dymond  of  Strumpshaw) 
lately  deranged  in  his  Head,  gave  this  Morning  o.  1.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted  See.  Very 
rough  S.S.W.  Wind  this  Afternoon.  Our  Keeping 
Room  or  Study  smoaked  amazingly  this  afternoon 
which  made  me  uneasy,  but  did  not  last  very  long. 

March  21,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  this 
Morning  3.  Pints  and  half  at  si/3dL  o.  4.  6\.  Thunder 
&  Lightning,  Hail  &  Rain  about  3.  this  Af.  Sent 
Briton  early  this  Morning  in  my  little  Cart  to  Norwich 
after  divers  things.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Thank  God!  we  Reed,  no  Injury  from  the 
Storm  to  day.  It  continued  but  a  very  short  time. 
Briton  returned  from  Norwich  about  6  o’clock  this 
Evening  safe  and  well — had  no  Tempest  at  all  at 
Norwich  to  day,  nor  heard  of  any. 

March  22,  Sunday.  .  .  .  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance  & c.  there.  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Daughters  at  Church  and  they  called  on 
us  after  Divine-Service  and  stayed  with  us  near  an 
Hour.  I  was  very  nervous  again  to  day,  the  present 
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windy  &  cold  Weather  affects  me  much.  Yet,  blessed 
be  God!  that  I  am  as  well  as  I  am.  I  am  so  nervous 
that  I  am  afraid  to  be  alone.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c. 

March  26,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning. 
Paid  my  Glazier  Stephen  Hubbard  of  Mattishall  this 
Morning  by  Betty  a  Bill  of  1.  o.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
boiled  Tongue  &  a  Fowl.  I  thank  God!  that  I  was 
rather  better  to  day.  To  my  Butcher  (Will:  Stoughton) 
sold  a  young  Sow  with  9.  young  Pigs  5.  Weeks  old  and 
they  were  had  away  this  Evening.  I  fixed  no  Price  on 
them  but  left  it  to  him  as  I  have  often  done  the  same 
before  and  never  found  him  deficient  in  giving  a  just 
Value  for  things  had  of  me  always. 

March  28,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Our  Newspapers  did  not  come 
to  hand  to  day,  Our  Butcher  (Willm.  Stoughton  of 
Ling)  being  late  at  Norwich  Market  perhaps  this 
Evening  prevented  his  calling  here. 

March  29,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Our  Newspapers  brought  us 
this  Morning.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  there. 
Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  and  a  Currant  Pudding.  I 
was  finely  again  to  day  not  so  nervous.  It  was  very 
cold  to  day  with  a  strong  ENE.  Wind. 

March  31,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  complained  a  good  deal 
this  Morning  of  the  Rheumatism,  scarce  able  to  come 
down  Stairs,  but  soon  got  better  after  breakfast.  To 
Henry  Green  of  Attlebridge  Bull,  by  his  Servt.  John 
Frost,  for  2.  Doz.  of  old  Port  Wine  12.  Bottles  only 
to  the  Doz:  at  2.  2.  o.  pr.  Doz:  4.  4.  o.  Brewed  a 
Barrel  of  Common  Beer  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Nancy  better  after  Dinner 
&  in  the  Evening.  She  drank  a  Glass  or  two  of  Port- 
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Wine  to  day  more,  than  usual,  which  she  did  think 
agreed  with  her  and  that  she  received  benefit  from  it. 

April  I,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Miss  Woodforde  much  better 
to  day  thank  God  than  Yesterday — She  attributes  it 
to  Port-Wine.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning 
Visit — He  came  walking  and  stayed  with  us  near  an 
Hour.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Soup,  hash-Mutton  &c. 
Cow,  Sally,  had  her  first  Calf,  a  Bull  Calf. 

April  3,  Good-Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church  being  Good- 
Friday.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  at  Church  from 
W.H.  Nancy  also  was  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner  to 
day,  Eggs  and  Pancakes.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  to 
day  at  si/3fd.  o.  4.  6f.  Not  quite  so  well  to  day  as  of 
late  rather  fainty. 

April  4,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with  seven 
Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome.  He  returned  home 
about  six  in  the  Evening,  and  brought  me  in  Cash  (by 
Notes)  at  4.  o.  o.  per  C.  28.  o.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg 
of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  A  great  many  Mobs  or  risings 
of  the  Poor  in  many  parts  of  the  Country,  said  to  be 
owing  to  the  enormous  Price  that  Wheat  is  at,  Risings 
in  Somersetshire  particularly  named.  Pray  God! 
preserve  our  Friends  we  have  there.  I  was  but  poorly 
again  to  day,  so  nervous. 

April  5,  Easter-Day.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers,  Preached,  and 
administered  the  Holy  Sacrament  this  Morning  at 
Weston  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance  at  Church 
and  at  the  H.  Sacrament.  Old  Eliz:  Case  dined  with 
our  Folks  to  day.  I  gave  her  also  besides  in  Money 
o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  as  usual 
on  Easter  Day  and  a  boiled  plumb  Pudding.  My  Clerk 
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also  Willm.  Large  dined  here  to  da y.  I  was  but  poorly 
all  the  whole  Day — so  nervous.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us 
a  dozen  Plovers  Eggs. 

April  6,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  for  2.  Bshls  of  Barley  this  Morn’  o.  15.  o. 
of  Richmond  &  Clarke.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us 
this  Morning.  Gave  to  my  Clerk  (Willm.  Large)  this 
Morn’  his  usual  Easter  gift  of  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Skaite  &  2.  Chicken  rosted.  Very  cold  to  day, 
tho’  fair.  A  smart  Frost  early  in  the  Morn,  cutting 
Air  all  day.  Parish  Meeting  at  the  Heart  Inn  to  day. 
Mr.  Custance  gives  a  Dinner  to  them.  The  very  cold 
Air  we  had  to  day  affected  me  much.  I  am  afraid  the 
cold  Air  will  affect  the  Wall-Fruit. 

April  8,  Wednesday.  ...  I  was  but  poorly  to  day,  rather 
vexed.  Mobs  in  the  West  of  England,  Plymouth, 
Wellington  and  other  Places  on  Account  of  the  dear¬ 
ness  of  Corn  and  other  Provisions — some  lives  lost. 

April  9,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Young  Stephen  Andrews  called 
on  me  this  Morning  bringing  me  an  Account  of  the 
Number  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish,  Males  &  Females 
&c.  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  & c. 
The  present  very  cold  NW  Wind  pinches  me. 

April  10,  Friday.  .  .  .  Reed,  this  Morning  by  Betty  for 
one  Bushell  of  Barley,  sold  to  J.  Daines  o.  11.  o.  Very 
dear  indeed,  but  nevertheless  it  is  rather  under  than 
above  the  Marketable  Price.  Dinner  to  day,  Mutton 
Soup  &  a  rost  Chicken.  Very  cold  Weather  still 
prevails  tho’  fair. 

April  11,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Nancy  bought  a  New  Gown  of 
Mrs.  Batchelor  of  Reepham  who  travels  about  with  a 
Cart.  We  received  no  Newspapers  to  day. 

April  12,  Sunday.  .  .  .  We  had  our  Newspapers  soon 
after  breakfast.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted 
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&c.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon 
at  Weston  Church.  A  very  cold  Day  indeed  with 
Snow  almost  the  whole  Day  long — It  affected  me 
much.  I  was  very  poorly  all  Day — so  very  nervous. 

April  14,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morn’ 
Income-Tax  for  Six  Weeks  at  20.  o.  o.  Per  Annum 
3.  6.  8.  Dinner  to  day,  Nuckle  of  Veal  &  Pork  &c.  I 
was  but  poorly  all  this  Day  again,  so  cold. 

April  16,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  See.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters  made 
us  a  Morning  Visit  &  stayed  upwards  of  an  Hour. 
Brought  us  great  News,  that  Lord  Nelson  had  taken 
several  Men  of  War  from  the  Danes,  had  demolished 
Copenhagen,  a  great  Part  of  it  at  least.  The  Danes 
defied  him.  They  have  of  late  behaved  very  shabby 
towards  us.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  also  is  said  to  be 
dead  supposed  to  have  been  put  to  death.  He  had 
long  behaved  bad  towards  England.1  Dinner  to  day, 
Breast  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

April  18,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Briton  to  Norwich  this 

1  The  Battle  of  Copenhagen  on  April  2,  and  the  assassination  of  the 
Emperor  Paul  on  March  24 — though  this  event  was  not  known  till  after 
the  battle — brought  the  ‘armed  neutrality’  of  Russia,  Prussia,  Denmark, 
and  Sweden  to  an  end,  and  reopened  the  Baltic  to  British  trade.  The 
fleet,  with  Sir  Hyde  Parker  in  command,  and  Nelson  under  him,  left 
Yarmouth  on  March  12.  Nelson  urged  the  importance  of  instant  action 
as  soon  as  it  was  clear  that  the  Danes  were  in  no  pacific  mood,  and  despite 
the  paralysing  caution  of  Parker,  the  shoals  in  the  Sound,  the  fears  of  the 
pilots,  and  the  embattled  Danish  fleet,  protected  by  numerous  shore  and 
floating  batteries,  he  won  his  astounding  victory.  At  the  critical  point  in 
the  action,  Parker  had  signalled  to  leave  off,  whereupon  Nelson  said:  ‘Leave 
off  action!  Now,  damn  me  if  I  do!  You  know,  Foley,  I  have  only  one  eye — 
I  have  a  right  to  be  blind  sometimes’,  ‘and  then’,  as  an  eye-witness  ob¬ 
served,  ‘with  an  archness  peculiar  to  his  character,  putting  the  glass  to  his 
blind  eye,  he  exclaimed  “I  really  do  not  see  the  signal”.’  (See  Southey’s 
Nelson ,  edited  by  Professor  G.  Callender,  chaps,  vii  and  viii;  also 
Trevelyan’s  British  History  in  the  Nineteenth  Century,  pp.  96-8.) 
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Morning  after  things  for  the  House  &c.  Sally  went 
with  him.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Steaks  &c.  Briton  & 
Sally  returned  home  about  6.  in  the  Even’. 

April  19,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance  and  her  two 
Daughters  at  Church  as  was  Miss  Woodforde.  Happy 
should  I  have  been  also,  had  I  been  able  to  have  done 
the  same,  but  illness  (that  is)  great  Weakness  &  great 
nervousness  prevent  it.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of 
Veal  rosted  See. 

April  20,  Monday.  .  .  .  Paid  Thos.  Short  of  Honingham, 
Wheelwright  for  a  new  Wheel-barrow  See.  a  Bill  of 
1.  7.  3.  Paid  Briton  this  Morning  for  divers  things 
from  Norwich  &c.  the  Sum  of  1.  8.  6 f.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  Pike  baked,  &  Beef  Steak  See.  I  was  something  better 
to  day  than  Yesterday  I  flatter  myself — still  very  fear- 
full  indeed.  My  Appetite  is  very  good.  Still  gouty 
Wind  I  feel  with  my  right  foot  somewhat  swelled. 

April  22,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Bottled  off  another  little 
Barrell  of  our  best  Mead  again  this  Morn’ — 25.  Bottles. 
I  walked  in  the  Garden  a  good  deal  to  day  Se  I  think 
myself  rather  stronger  Se  less  nervous  for  it.  Dinner 
to  day  boiled  Veal  Se  hash  Mutton  Sec.  Cold  Weather 
still  prevails.  Vegetation  at  a  stand. 

April  26,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Girling  sent  us  a  Pike  about  9.  lb  this  Morn. 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston  Church.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  with 
their  Brother  William  at  Church.  Miss  Woodforde 
also  at  Church  this  Afternoon.  Dinner  to  day  a  Loin 
of  Veal  rosted  Sec.  I  was  but  poorly  again  to  day,  so 
faint. 

April  27,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 

3il 


1801 

home.  We  heard  the  Cuckow  for  the  first  time. 
Dinner  to  da y,  a  Pike  rosted  &c.  I  still  continue  very 
weak  &  spiritless.  A  Methodist  Meeting  we  heard  to 
day  is  held  at  Whisson’s  House  on  Sundays — very 
near  us. 

April  28,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Js.  Pegg,  half  a  Years  Taxes 
9.  13.4.  Reed,  of  Richmond  for  a  Bshl  of  Barley  o.  5 .  3 . 
Dinner  to  day,  shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  I  was 
very  poorly  to  day,  so  faint  &  weak. 

April  29,  Wednesday.  ...  A  Report  of  the  King  being 
dead  was  rumoured  about  to  day — I  hope  not  true. 

May  1,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at  home. 
Paid  Ben,  for  divers  things  this  Morn’  1.  9.  Up.  Paid 
Betty  for  ditto  do.  o.  19.  4.  Mr.  Herring  of  Norwich 
who  married  Miss  Peachman  called  on  me  this  Morn¬ 
ing  to  acquaint  me  that  his  Father  in  Lav/  (Mr.  J£ 
Peachman)  was  dead,  requesting  to  have  him  buried  at 
Weston.  He  went  off  very  suddenly  indeed,  in  bed 
with  his  Wife  and  even  without  his  Wife’s  knowing  it 
for  some  time  so  very  sudden  did  it  happen.  It 
affected  me  a  good  deal,  It  being  so  unexpected  and 
coming  upon  me  such  news  all  at  once.  I  hope  that 
he  is  removed  to  a  happier  State.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Pike  &  Beef  Steaks.  I  was  very  poorly  indeed 
all  the  Day  long.  Mr.  Peachman  died  at  Hirley  near 
Norwich.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  at  si/l-Jd.  o.  4.  6. 

May  3,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers,  Preached,  &  buried 
poor  Mr.  John  Peachman  this  Morning  at  Weston. 
Between  the  Service  and  Funeral,  Mr.  Dade  called  on 
me  and  partook  of  some  Refreshment.  Mr.  Peachman 
was  buried  about  Noon.  He  was  in  his  66th.  Year, 
almost  the  whole  Parish  attended  his  Funeral.  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Custance  &c.  was  at  Church  this  Morning. 
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Nancy  was  also  there  and  stayed  till  after  the  Funeral. 
Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Very  nervous 
to  day  tho’  my  Appetite  is  good. 

May  5,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this 
Morn  between  io.  and  n.  o’clock — rather  an  early 
Visit.  At  Noon  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Visit  and 
stayed  with  us  better  than  half  an  Hour.  I  was  rather 
better  to  day  (thank  God  for  it)  Dinner  to  day,  rost 
Beef  & c.  A  very  fine  Day,  and  Vegetation  highly 
Advancing. 

May  8,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morn¬ 
ing.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  & c.  Nancy  busy 
to  day  in  writing  to  Mrs.  Bodham  in  London  in  answer 
to  one  from  her  on  the  30th.  of  April  dated  Craven- 
Street  No.  32  Strand.  Fair  and  dry  but  Air  very  cold 
indeed. 

May  9,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day,  2.  blade-bones  of  Pork  rosted 
See.  I  was  rather  better  to  day  than  Yesterday.  Our 
Kitchen  &c.  White-washed  to  day  by  Js.  Hardy  Junr. 
but  neither  Parlour  or  Study.  Mr.  Jeans  of  Whiching- 
ham,  who  has  been  gone  from  thence  from  the  Year 
1795  is  reported  to  have  been  at  Wichingham  for 
many  days  and  is  still  there — Mr.  Beevor  being  in  the 
Kings-Bench-Prison  and  is  to  continue  there  for  some 
little  time  yet  for  challenging  Capt.  Pain.1 

May  10,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 

1  The  ‘Revd.  Mr.  Beevor,  son  of  Mr.  James  Beevor  of  Norwich’  (see 
entry  for  Oct.  15,  1796,  p.  314,  vol.  iv.),  had  apparently  been  doing  duty 
for  the  now  non-resident  Rev.  Dr.  Jeans.  The  war-like  Beevor  did  not 
long  remain  in  prison,  for  he  nearly  did  duty  at  Weston  on  Sunday,  July  19 
(see  entry  for  July  18).  It  is  certainly  startling  to  find  a  clergyman  challeng¬ 
ing  to  a  duel  as  late  as  1801,  though  duels  were  still  fought  by  prime 
ministers,  e.g.  Pitt  with  Tierney  in  1798,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  with 
Lord  Winchelsea  in  1829. 
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this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church — Nancy  at  Church. 
Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  None  from 
Weston-House  Family  at  Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Foster 
&  Family  at  Weston  Church.  They  came  in  a  genteel 
Cart  from  Lenewade  Bridge.  We  had  our  first-cut 
Cucumber  at  Dinner  to  day. 

May  ii,  Monday.  ...  To  Stephen  Andrews  Junr.  half 
a  Years  Poor  Rate  from  Michaelmas  1800  to  Lady- 
Day  1801  at  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  6.  13.  o. 
Very  high  half  Year’s  Rate  indeed  this  time.  Dinner 
to  day,  Neck  of  Pork  rosted  & c.  Mr.  Custance  drank 
Tea  with  us  this  Evening.  I  was  finely  to  day  thank 
God  for  it. 

May  12,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Our  Servant  Maid,  Betty  Dade, 
went  with  young  Stephen  Andrews  Wife  to  Mattishall 
Gaunt  or  Fair  this  Morning,  returned  in  ye  Even’. 
Dr.  Thorne  came  to  Weston  to  see  Betty  Cary  who 
is  very  bad  in  a  Fever  but  did  not  call.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Beef  &  a  Rabbit  rosted  &c. 

May  15,  Friday.  ...  I  was  busy  this  Morning  in  writing 
out  a  Terrier  of  the  Glebe  Lands  &c.  of  Weston  Parish 
against  the  Bishops  Visitation  in  June.  Dinner  to  day, 
Loin  of  Pork  boiled  &c. 

May  16,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Busy  again  mostly  this  Morning  with  my 
Terrier.  I  was  finely  again  to  day,  thanks  to  God  for 
it.  I  walked  about  a  good  deal  to  day  in  the  Garden. 
Dinner  to  day,  Souce  &  a  baked  Veal  Pye  See.  Paid 
this  Evening  to  John  Frost,  Servant  of  Henry  Green 
of  Attlebridge  Innholder  a  bill  for  two  Dozen  Bottles 
of  Port  Wine  had  of  him  a  few  Days  ago.  Paid  him  in 
Cash  the  Sum  of  four  Guineas — at  2.  Guineas  per 
Doz.  4.  4.  o.  exceeding  dear  indeed,  only  12.  to  the 
Dozen.  Dinner  to  day  fryed  Souce  &  Veal  Pye  & c. 
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May  1 7,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance 
with  their  Daughters  and  their  Son  Willm.  Custance 
were  at  Church.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  &  Willm. 
sat  in  our  Seat  at  Church,  theirs  being  lately  painted. 
Nancy  W.  was  at  Church  also  this  Morning.  Dinner 
to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

May  1 8,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  a  Widow  Woman  in  distress  by  name  Dyer 
whose  Husband  she  said  was  a  Clergyman  and  that  she 
belonged  to  Hampshire  and  appeared  about  forty 
Years  of  Age  gave  2.  o.  She  had  great  fluency  of  Speech 
and  that  she  had  seen  happier  Days.  I  thank  God  that 
I  felt  myself  rather  better  to  day.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Veal  rosted  & c.  I  was  not  quite  so  well  to  day 
being  rather  hurried.  Washing  Week,  it  being  five 
Weeks  ago  since  we  washed  last — Downing  &  Rich¬ 
mond  Washerwomen. 

May  19,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Most  blessed  Weather  for  the 
Season  thank  God. 

May  23,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Nor¬ 
wich  after  Tea  and  to  receive  Cash  for  my  late  Barley 
of  Bloome.  We  had  either  in  the  Night  or  early  this 
Morning  a  most  gracious  Rain  indeed  unattended  by 
either  Thunder  or  Lightning.  Thanks  to  the  Almighty 
for  the  same.  Our  Cow,  Polly,  had  a  Bull  Calf  this 
Morning.  Mr.  Press  Custance  sent  us  a  brace  of  Trout 
this  Morning  by  his  Servant  Lad  Carpenter.  Ben  went 
on  horseback  to  Norwich  and  he  returned  in  good 
time  this  Evening  and  brought  me  from  Mr.  Bloome 
Cash  for  my  late  Barley  sold  to  him  at  si5/odper  Coomb 
7.  10.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Trout  &  Calfs  Fry  &c. 
I  was  weak  and  faint  to  day  &  rather  giddy. 

May  24,  Whit-Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again 
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at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers,  Preached,  and 
administered  the  Holy  Sacrament  this  Morn’  at 
Weston-Church.  Neither  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Custance  at 
Church  this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal 
rosted  &c.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  with  their  two 
Daughters  &  Son  John  drank  Tea  &  Coffee  with  us  this 
Evening.  Ben  went  to  Crownthorpe  this  Morning  on 
his  own  Affairs,  he  returned  home  to  dinner.  My 
Clerk  Willm.  Large  dined  here  to  day. 

May  25,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  This  being  Whit-Monday  there  was  plowing, 
raffing  &c.  at  the  Heart  in  Church  Street  in  the  After¬ 
noon.  Ben  &  Sally  went  to  it  from  my  House.  It  was 
a  charming  Day  for  the  happy  Villagers.  Dinner 
Calf’s  Feet  boiled  &  Parsley  &  Butter — some  Calfs  Fry 
and  mince  Veal  &c. 

May  26,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Weston  Purse-Club  made  their  Annual  Per¬ 
ambulation  this  Morning  and  made  a  very  good 
Appearance — gave  us  three  Cheers  at  the  End  of  the 
Garden,  Music  playing  God  save  the  King.  I  gave 
them  my  usual  Gift  of  o.  10.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg 
of  Mutton  &c.  Betty  out  in  the  Evening  at  young 
Stephen  Andrew’s. 

May  27,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Briton  out  this  Evening  at 
Ringland.  Ringing  at  Ringland  this  Afternoon. 

May  29,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  got  up  this  Morning  quite  ill  and  much 
Fever  about  her  of  the  low  kind.  After  however  taking 
a  Glass  or  two  of  Port  Wine  She  felt  herself  much 
better  and  made  a  tolerable  good  Dinner  after  on  a 
boiled  Leg  of  Lamb.  I  was  very  poorly  myself  all 
Day.  I  dare  say  the  full  Moon  much  affected  us. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Lamb  and  Spinage. 
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May  30,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Nancy  (thank  God!)  is  something 
better  this  Morn’  tho’  far  from  well  as  yet.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Rabbits  &  Beef-Steak  Pye  &c.  I  have 
been  but  very  indifferent  for  some  Days  past.  My 
Spirits  so  extremely  depressed  &c. 

May  31,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  had  some  return  of  her  Complaint  again 
to  day  but  not  quite  so  severe  as  the  last.  Mr.  Dade 
read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston 
Church.  He  called  on  me  before  Divine  Service  and 
had  some  refreshment.  I  paid  him  also  half  a  Years 
Salary  for  serving  Weston  Church  which  will  be  due 
to  him  on  June  2nd.  next  Tuesday.  I  paid  him  in 
Notes  from  Norwich  15.  o.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett 
of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

June  4,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home. 

Paid  Ben  this  Morning  for  things  .  .  1.  7.  3-J. 

Reed,  of  him  from  Richmond  for  Barley  .  o.  5.  3. 

Paid  Briton  for  divers  things  .  .  o.  8.  2. 

Paid  Betty  for  ditto  .  .  .  1.  7.  5f. 

King’s  Birth-Day,  Many  &  happy  returns  to  him. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Lamb  rosted  &c.  Begun  taking 
some  Pills  &c.  for  my  Giddiness  and  which  Dr.  Thorne 
ordered  for  me. 

June  5,  Friday.  .  .  .  Dr.  Thorne  called  again  this  Morn¬ 
ing.  Young  John  Girling  brought  us  some  Pigeons, 
half  a  Dozen,  as  a  Present  from  his  Father.  Dinner 
to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Nancy  as  well  as 
myself  seem  better  for  what  we  have  taken  from  Dr. 
Thorne’s  Medicines. 

June  7,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Morn’  at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance 
at  Church.  Miss  Woodforde  was  also  at  Church  to  day. 

3W 


1801 

Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Custance 
had  a  Fall  from  his  Horse  very  lately  but  not  very 
much  hurt — put  out  his  Thumb.  Very  fine  and 
pleasant  Weather  indeed  to  day.  Thank  God!  that 
my  Spirits  seem  better  and  that  I  feel  myself  rather 
stronger. 

June  8,  Monday.  .  .  .  Nancy  had  a  Flight  of  Bees  about 
Noon  to  day.  Our  Maids  hived  them  &  very  well. 
Sent  Ben  this  Morning  before  breakfast  to  Dr.  Thornes 
at  Mattishall  after  Physick  for  self  and  Nancy.  Dinner 
to  day  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers  &c.  Mr. 
Emeris’s  Sister,  a  maiden  Lady  drank  Tea  with  us  this 
Even,  she  brought  us  a  brace  of  fine  Tench — very 
kind  of  her. 

June  io,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Andrew  Spraggs  of  this  Parish, 
a  Married  Man  with  a  Wife  and  a  large  Family  of 
Children,  having  lately  lost  a  Cow  gave  him  this 
Morn’  o.  io.  6.  He  bears  a  good  Character  and  is  very 
industrious.  His  Wife  came  about  with  a  Brief  for 
them.  Dinner  to  day,  green  Peas  for  the  first  time  &c. 
Thank  God!  was  finely  to  day,  think  myself  much 
better  by  what  I  have  taken  lately. 

June  II,  Thursday.  .  .  .  We  bought  some  Maccarel  this 
Morning  of  one  Tim:  Newman  of  Cossey  at  5.  pence 
apiece,  and  the  first  we  have  had  this  Season.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Maccarel  &  a  Fowl  rosted.  A  fine,  fair 
&  pleasant  Day,  rather  cold.  I  was  finely  again  to  day 
thank  God  for  it.  Tho’  the  Medicine  I  am  taking 
rather  makes  me  flighty. 

June  13,  Saturday.  .  .  .  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  Cramp  this  Morning  for 
about  2.  Hours  before  I  got  up.  I  believe  it  was  a 
good  deal  owing  to  my  eating  some  green  Gooseberries 
with  Maccarel  & c.  Our  Newspapers  did  not  come  to 
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hand  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel  &  Calfs  Fry  &c. 
Miss  Emeris  had  our  little  Cart  this  Morning. 

June  14,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cus- 
tance  with  five  Children  at  Church  as  was  Miss 
Woodforde.  Our  News  Papers  came  to  hand  this 
Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel  &  a  Shldr  Veal 
rosted  & c.  We  had  a  fire  in  the  Study  again  to  day. 

June  16,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Son  John 
drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening,  they  came  walking. 

June  17,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  made  a  Morning  Visit 
to  Mrs.  Bodham  at  Mattishall  on  Mrs.  B’s  return  from 
London.  During  her  being  from  home,  one  of  her 
Skip’s  of  Bees  flighted  not  ten  Yards  from  the  Place 
and  on  the  Ground,  just  over  the  Cover-Hedge. 
Nancy  returned  home  about  half  past  two  safe  &  well 
and  highly  pleased  with  going.  Thank  God!  I  was 
finely  to  day  but  weak.  Our  Maids  hived  our  Bees 
to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Maccarel  &  cold  Pigeon 
Pye. 

June  18,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Thorne  called  on  us  again 
about  Noon.  We  did  not  hear  of  any  News  by  him 
to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  and  Peas  &  a  rost  Chicken. 
I  was  but  indifferent  again  to  day,  weak  &  faint  and  the 
lest  thing  hurries  &  flutters  me  much. 

June  19,  Friday.  ...  We  had  another  Flight  of  Bees 
about  Noon.  Nancy  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon  at 
Weston  Houe.  She  walked  thither  and  back  again  by 
herself.  Mr.  Maynard  dined  at  Weston  House  to  day. 
Mr.  Marsham’s  Children  of  Stratton  there  also.  I 
dined  at  home  by  myself  on  a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted. 
Miss  Woodforde  did  not  return  home  till  after  9.  I 
was  rather  better  to  day  than  I  thought  I  should  be. 

June  20,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Master  John  Custance  drank 
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Tea  with  us  this  Aft: — He  is  a  nice  steady  young  Man 
&  fond  of  Books.  He  promises  to  be  something  clever 
in  time. 

June  22,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning  Visit. 
Stephen  Andrews  Junr.  called  on  me  this  Morn’  being 
Church-Warden  for  a  Copy  of  the  Terrier  and  of  the 
Registers  for  the  Year  1800.  I  reed,  of  him  for  the 
same  o.  13.  o.  that  is,  for  the  Terrier  o.  10.  6.  for  the 
Registers  o.  2.  6.  About  11.  o’clock  this  Morning  who 
should  call  on  us  but  Mr.  Jeans  from  London  in  a 
single-Horse-Chaise.  He  slept  last  Night  at  Colonel 
Lloyds  of  Bawdeswell.  He  stayed  about  half  an  Hour 
with  us  and  then  went  off  for  Norwich,  and  either 
to  Morrow  or  the  next  day  returns  back  to  London, 
he  looked  remarkably  healthy  and  well.  He  would 
take  no  refreshment  with  us.  There  was  a  Man  with 
him  but  did  not  come  in.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Peas 
&  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted.  I  was  but  poorly  to  day, 
Spirits  very  low. 

June  24,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Nancy  rather  busy  in  ironing 
this  Morning. 

June  25,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  very  poorly  indeed  soon  after  breakfast 
very  faint  and  giddy  and  very  low.  Master  John 
Custance  and  Brother  Neville  called  on  us  this  Morn¬ 
ing,  they  came  riding  on  two  Dickey-Asses.  Dinner 
to  day,  Maccarel  &  a  Breast  &  Neck  of  Lamb  together 
rosted  See. 

June  26,  Friday.  ...  It  being  a  fine  Day,  I  had  all  my 
Hay  carried,  only  five  Cart  Load  from  four  acres,  very 
well  made  indeed  &  without  a  drop  of  Rain.  It  makes 
but  little  Show  but  smells  like  a  Violet. 

June  28,  Sunday.  .  .  .  There  was  no  Duty  at  Weston 
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Church,  this  Morn’  Mr.  Dade  being  gone  to  Cambridge 
University.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 
Mr.  Willm.  Custance  with  his  Brother  John  drank 
Tea  with  us  this  Evening.  I  was  finely  (thank  God!) 
all  the  Day,  better  a  good  deal  than  I  was  for  some 
days  last  past.  Most  delightfull  Weather  thank  God  at 
present. 

June  29,  Monday.  .  .  .  Paid  Betty,  this  Morning  for 
divers  things  in  the  Family  Way  1.  1 1.  6f.  Paid  Nancy 
this  Morning  for  her  fat  Pig,  eleven  Stone  at  s3/6d  per 
Stone  1.  8.  6.  Briton  had  leave  to  go  to  Reepham  Fair 
to  day,  he  went  on  foot  soon  after  breakfast.  He  had 
leave  to  be  out  all  Night.  Very  hot  &  sultry  &  cloudy 
this  Afternoon.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Maccarel  and 
a  Couple  of  young  Rabbits  rosted,  &c. 

June  30,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Briton  returned  early  this  Morning  to  Weston 
Parsonage  from  Reepham.  Norwich  Cathedral  was 
last  Week  on  fire  and  much  injured  but  was  providen¬ 
tially  soon  out.  A  Thousand  Pound  Damage  supposed 
done.  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  As  he 
was  at  the  Bishops  Visitation  for  the  Deanery  at 
Norwich  on  Tuesday  last,  he  was  so  obliged  as  to  pay 
my  proper  dues  to  his  Fordship,  which  he  did  and  I 
repaid  to  him  the  same  being  o.  5.  7.  I  asked  him  to 
dine  with  us  but  he  declined.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef 
and  a  plumb  Pudding  &c. 

July  1,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  About  two  o’clock  this  Morning 
we  had  a  very  violent  Tempest  of  Thunder,  Lightning 
&  Rain  which  lasted  about  two  Hours — it  frightened 
our  People  much.  It  did  not  wake  me  or  else  I  should 
have  been  terribly  alarmed  I  am  sure.  About  2.  o’clock 
this  Afternoon  we  had  another  violent  Tempest  of 
Thunder  &  Lightning  but  it  did  not  continue  very 
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long  tho’  very  severe  during  the  time  it  lasted.  Thanks 
to  God  we  reed,  no  Injury — hope  all  escaped  as  well. 
It  frightened  us  a  great  deal  indeed.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &  Capers. 

July  2,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Paid  James  Hardy  at  the  Heart  a 
Bill  this  Morning,  for  divers  things  3.  17.  3.  Reed,  of 
Betty  for  Butter  at  si/odp.  5.  2$.  Thunder  Storms 
about  again  to  day.  Dinner,  boiled  Maccarel  and  a 
rost  Duck  &c.  I  was  but  poorly  to  day,  teased  also  by 
receiving  a  Letter  from  my  Curate  Mr.  Dade  now  at 
Cambridge,  desiring  me  to  get  some  Person  to  do 
Duty  for  him  at  Weston  Church  on  Sunday  next  or 
the  following  Sunday. 

July  3,  Friday.  .  .  .  Paid  Harry  Baker,  Carpenter,  a  Bill 
of  o.  13.  8.  half  a  Guinea  of  which  I  borrowed  of 
Betty.  To  Nancy  Spraggs  for  a  few  New  Potatoes 
which  she  brought  me,  gave  her  o.  1.  o.  To  the  poor 
dumb  Man  that  sometimes  comes  here  &  carries 
Matches  gave  o.  o.  6.  Betty’s  Nephew  (Billy  Dade  of 
Mattishall)  called  here  this  Morn’  but  did  not  stay 
long.  He  had  some  refreshment  &  returned  home. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Co.  Chicken  rosted. 

July  4,  Saturday.  Much  vexed  to  day  on  account  of  my 
Curate  Mr.  Dade  not  providing  a  Person  to  do  duty 
for  him  at  Weston  Church  on  Sunday  next.  No  News¬ 
papers  from  Norwich  to  day.  Dreadfull  Accounts  on 
the  public  Papers  of  the  violent  Tempests  in  many 
Parts  on  July  1st. 

July  5,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Masters  John  &  Neville  Custance 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Master  John  goes  to  School 
to  Morw.  Nancy  reed,  a  Letter  by  them  from  her 
Brother  Sam:  Woodforde  in  London.  He  tells  her 
that  Ralph  Woodforde  and  his  Brother  Frank  were  in 
Town.  I  was  very  unwell  &  very  uneasy  in  not  having 
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any  Service  performed  at  Weston  Church,  to  day,  Mr. 
Dade  not  being  returned  from  Cambridge.  Dinner 
to  day,  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted  & c.  Nancys  Brother 
Sami,  informs  her  that  her  Affairs  respecting  Sussex 
Estate  go  on  very  well.  That  Ralph  W:  had  a  Com¬ 
missioners  Place  belonging  to  the  Hackney  Coachman 
— ^500  per  Ann:  That  Frank  was  engaged  as  a  Day 
Labourer  in  the  Custom  House  at  s2/od  per  Diem.  I 
thank  God !  that  I  made  a  good  Dinner  to  day.  Rather 
hot  to  day  which  made  me  faint  &  weak. 

July  6,  Monday.  .  .  .  There  being  on  Sunday  last  no 
Duty  done  at  Weston  Church,  great  Umbrage  or 
Offence  at  Weston-House  we  heard  to  day  was  taken 
at  it  which  I  was  sorry  for  tho’  out  of  my  Power  to 
prevent  it.  It  made  me  quite  ill  on  the  Occasion. 
Dinner  to  day,  Calf’s  Chaldron,  fryed  Veal  &  Pork. 

July  7,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 
Mr.  Stoughtons  of  Sparham,  requesting  the  favour  of 
his  doing  at  Weston  Church  the  Duty  of  that  day,  for 
Mr.  Dade,  on  Sunday  next,  which  he  very  kindly 
promised  to  do  in  the  Morn’  at  half  past  1 1  o’clk.  It 
was  very  kind  and  genteel  in  him.  I  was  rather  better 
than  Yesterday  &  more  easy  in  mind  after  receiving 
Mr.  Stoughtons  Note.  It  being  so  kind  and  handsome 
an  one,  and  for  which  think  myself  under  the  highest 
obligations  to  him  and  ever  shall.  It  turned  out  very 
lucky,  that  I  sent  so  early  to  him  as  he  was  going  to  his 
Fathers  at  Wymondham,  he  being  ill.  Dinner  to  day, 
Knuckle  of  Veal  boiled  &  Pork  &c.  Brewed  a  Barrell 
of  Beer  to  day. 

July  8,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit  and  very  kindly  &  freely  offered  his  Assistance 
in  ye  duty  at  Weston  Church  any  Sunday  that  I  should 
request  his  Assistance.  I  took  it  very  friendly  in  him 
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so  to  do.  I  asked  him  to  dine  with  us  on  Tuesday  next. 
Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  to  day  at  si/io-Jd.  8.  ioj.  I 
was  very  much  indeed  alarmed  at  the  sudden  attack 
I  was  seized  with  at  Dinner  to  day.  The  Use  of  my 
right  hand  seemed  at  times  to  be  very  weak  and  almost 
useless.  Very  strange  Sensations  I  have  of  late  often 
experienced.  Pray  God  preserve  &  help  me.  In  the 
Evening  seemed  somewhat  more  composed.  Dinner 
to  day  Beans  &  Pork  &  a  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  with 
new  Potatoes  &c.  I  could  not  eat  much  for  Dinner, 
mostly  Beans. 

July  io,  Friday.  .  .  .  Very  poorly  to  day  in  my  Head — 
quite  low.  Head-ache  and  faint  to  day.  I  made  a 
tolerable  Dinner  nevertheless  on  Mutton.  We  had 
a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  for  Dinner  to  day.  Very 
alarming  feelings  in  my  right  Hand  and  Arm  to  day 
about  me,  a  kind  of  Numbness  and  a  very  great  kind 
of  weakness  and  use  of  my  right  [hand]  much  altered 
for  a  few  minutes  such  as  my  Stick  falling  out  of  my 
hand  without  scarce  feeling  it.  It  lasted  some  little 
time,  it  frightened  me  very  much  indeed,  I  took  some 
Lavender  Drops  on  some  Lump  Sugar  for  the  same 
which  I  think  rather  did  me  good. 

July  12,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church  by  my 
particular  Application,  which  I  take  extremely  kind 
in  him,  Mr.  Dade  ought  to  have  provided  a  Person 
himself,  as  he  is  well  &  regularly  paid  for  the  Curacy 
of  Weston.  Mrs.  Custance  with  some  of  the  Children 
at  Church.  Mr.  Stoughton  called  on  us  after  D.  Ser¬ 
vice  and  had  some  little  Refreshment.  He  could  not 
dine  with  us.  Soon  after  he  went  which  was  about 
I.  o’clock  we  had  a  Thunder  Storm  with  Rain,  Thunder 
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&  Lightning  but  thank  God  that  it  did  not  last 
long.  I  hope  Mr.  Stoughton  escaped  it  as  it  came  SW. 
Nancy  sent  an  Answer  to  her  Brother’s  Letter  early 
this  Morning  by  our  Neighbour  Whisson  who  went  to 
Norwich  this  Morning  early.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of 
Veal  rosted  &c.  Very  nervous  to  day  &  great  depression 
of  Spirits.  No  Letters  from  the  West  for  a  long  time. 
Nancy’s  Brother,  Willm.  Woodforde  of  Galhampton 
seems  to  have  forgot  us — No  Letter  a  long  time.  Ben 
went  to  see  his  Cousin  Fox  at  Haselton  near  Attle¬ 
borough. 

July  13,  Monday.  .  .  .  Master  Neville  Custance  with  his 
Cousin  Henry  Bacon  called  here  this  Morning.  Mr. 
Anson  of  Ling  made  us  a  genteel  and  very  friendly 
Visit  this  Morning.  His  Brother  Frederick  hath  been 
somewhat  indisposed  of  late  in  an  intermitting  kind  of 
fever.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Thank 
God!  I  was  somewhat  better  to  day. 

July  14,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Briton  this  Morn’  to  Mr.  Ansons  of  Ling 
after  a  Puppey  promised  me  by  him,  and  a  very  nice 
little  bitch  he  sent  me  back  of  a  reddish  Colour,  all 
over — quite  of  the  Fairy  Size,  therefore  we  named  her 
Mab.  Mrs.  Custance  with  Lady  Bacon  made  us  a 
Morning  Visit,  they  came  walking  and  were  much 
frightened  by  a  Cow  coming  across  the  Field.  They 
appeared  much  agitated,  they  had  each  a  Glass  of  Port 
Wine  &  other  refreshment.  They  came  about  2. 
o’clock  and  stayed  till  3.  as  they  stayed  till  we  could 
send  to  Weston  House  after  the  Coach.  Briton  went 
to  order  it  directly.  It  came  in  about  an  Hour  after 
it  was  ordered.  They  were  pretty  well  composed  when 
they  went.  Mr.  Maynard  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon 
with  us.  Mrs.  Custance  and  Lady  Bacon  met  him  as 
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they  came  near  my  House  and  he  appeared  to  them 
disguised  in  Liquor;  which  I  heard  afterwards  was  the 
Case— he  having  been  to  Mr.  Mann’s  to  name  a  Child, 
they  perhaps  urging  him  to  drink.  To  James  Rope  of 
Ringland,  losing  Stock  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Couple  of  boiled  Chicken  and  a  Chop,  rost  Beef  &  a 
Currant  Pudding  &c.  Mr.  Maynard  left  us  about  7. 
this  Evening  and  perfectly  sober  &  well.  I  would  not 
by  no  means  push  the  Glass  on  fast  as  I  was  uneasy 
about  his  drinking  too  much  this  Morn’  at  Manns  he 
having  been  there  to  name  Mann’s  Child. 

July  15,  Wednesday.  St.  Swithins  Day.  ...  St.  Swithins 
Day,  some  Rain,  in  the  Morning.  Reed,  of  Betty  this 
Morn’  for  Butter  at  si/od|-.  8.  10J.  Nancy  dined  & 
spent  the  Afternoon  at  Weston  House  with  Lady 
Bacon  and  Daughters  &c.  She  returned  home  very 
soon  after  8  in  the  Even’.  I  had  for  my  Dinner  Pork 
&  Greens  &  cold  rost  Beef.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter 
at  si/o-Jd.  8  Pints  -J  sold. 

July  18,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  after 
Coal.  Dinner  to  day,  Mutton  Soup  &  a  green-Goose. 
Mr.  Maynard  called  here  soon  after  Dinner  about  Mr. 
Beevor  of  Witchingham1  serving  Weston-Church  to 
Morrow  for  Mr.  Dade  that  Mr.  Maynard  had  engaged 
him  so  to  do,  without  informing  me  of  it  which  I 
desired  him  to  counterorder  on  many  Accounts,  but 
principally  on  Mr.  Dades  own,  saying  that  he  should 
be  here  as  on  to  Morrow  himself.  It  fretted  me  a  good 
deal  as  Mr.  Maynard  applied  to  Mr.  Beevor  without 
first  consulting  me.  I  desired  him  to  counter-order  it 
as  I  expected  Mr.  Dade  to  Morrow.  He  stayed  with 
us  about  an  Hour.  Ben  returned  from  Norwich  about 
1  See  entry  for  May  9  preceding  and  foot-note. 
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6.  in  the  Ev.  He  brought  us  our  Newspapers  in  good 
time.  No  Letters  whatever  from  any  place.  He 
brought  us  also  some  fresh  Cod. 

July  19,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston-Church.  Nancy  was  at  Church.  None 
from  Weston  House  at  Church.  They  all  dine  to  Day 
at  Kimberly  at  Lord  Wodehouses.  Dinner  to  day, 
Cod-Fish  &  cold  rost  Beef  &c.  Betty  went  with  young 
Mr.  Andrews  to  Mattishall  this  Afternoon,  returned 
at  Night.  Mr.  Dade  did  not  return  from  Cambridge 
till  last  Night.  Nancy  said  he  seemed  not  pleased  at 
Church — very  few  People  there.  None  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Farmers  there.  Our  Boy  (Robt.  Case)  found  out 
to  be  rather  dishonest  this  Morning  in  taking  some 
Money  from  his  Fellow  Servant  Briton  but  soon 
returned  it  again. 

July  20,  Monday.  .  .  .  Miss  Woodforde  busy  this  Morn¬ 
ing  in  making  red-Currant  Jelly  and  some  Rasberry 
Vinegar.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  and  Beans,  and 
a  small  Piece  of  Beef  boiled  & c.  Thank  God !  I  felt 
finely  and  strong  to  day,  walked  about  a  good  deal, 
and  Appetite  good.  Had  however  all  day,  a  little 
Noise  in  my  Head.  A  most  heavenly  Day  to  day  for 
every  thing  thank  God!  for  it.  Corn  never  looked 
better.  Our  Boy  Bob  Case  was  Yesterday  detected  in 
taking  Money  out  of  Britons  Box,  which  after  some 
time  he  confessed  the  same  and  returned  all  the  Money 
to  him  again  very  soon.  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  of 
it,  as  it  prognosticates  no  very  good-look-on  in  the 
World. 

July  23,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Lenewade  Races  to  day— much 
Company.  Ben,  Betty  and  the  Boy,  had  leave  to  go. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Mrs. 
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Custance  and  Daughters  at  the  Races.  Gravel-Carting 
this  Morning. 

July  2 6,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Our  Newspapers  came  this  Morn¬ 
ing.  No  Letters.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Custance  at  Church,  as  was  also  my  Niece  A.  M. 
Woodforde.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 
It  was  mentioned  on  the  Ipswich  Paper  that  Admiral 
Greaves,  had  fallen  in  with  the  Dutch  Fleet  and  had 
taken  7.  Ships  of  War  and  are  arrived  in  Yarmouth 
Roads.1 

July  27,  Monday.  .  .  .  Assizes  at  Norwich  began  to  day. 
Sheriff,  Mr.  Marsham  of  Stratton-Strawless.  Judges, 
Macdonald  &  Hotham.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters 
at  Norwich  to  a  Play.  Mr.  Custance  also  at  Norwich 
to  meet  the  Sheriff. 

August  1,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance  with 
their  two  Daughters  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening, 
they  came  walking  and  returned  home  the  same  way. 
Very  hot  to  day  to  what  it  was  Yesterday.  I  walked 
about  a  good  deal  this  Morning,  rather  too  much  to  do 
me  much  good. 

August  2,  Sunday.  ...  I  waked  this  Morning  in  kind  of 
a  Fit  in  a  very  violent  Perspiration  &  depression  of 
Spirits.  It  was  very  hot  all  the  Night  long,  and  my 
Bed  Curtains  too  close  drawn,  and  also  too  much 
Cloaths  upon  my  Bed  in  such  hot  Weather.  Mr.  Dade 

1  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Graves  (1747-1814)  was  second-in-command 
under  Nelson  at  the  Battle  of  Copenhagen,  and  was  knighted  for  his  services 
in  that  victory.  Graves  returned  to  England  with  the  Baltic  Fleet  towards 
the  end  of  July,  but  neither  in  James’s  Naval  History  (vol.  iii)  nor  in  the 
notice  of  Graves  in  the  D.N.B.  is  there  any  reference  to  this  particular 
achievement  as  reported  by  the  Ipswich  paper.  Presumably,  therefore, 
this  action  was  a  mere  rumour,  or  possibly  some  merchantmen  prizes  had 
been  taken — a  very  frequent  event  in  those  days. 
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read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  there.  Nancy  was  also  at  Church 
to  day.  Very  hot  again  this  Day  about  Noon.  Dinner 
to  day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  I  continued  but  poorly 
the  whole  Day.  Thunder  was  heard  at  a  distance 
almost  all  Day. 

August  5,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Great  Guns  heard  firing  off 
about  8.  this  Even’. 

August  6,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Paid  my  Butcher  Willm.  Stoughton  of 
Lyng  this  Morn’  a  Bill  for  Meat  from  April  30th.  to 
this  Day,  August  5th.  the  Sum  of  12.  9.  1.  Reed,  of 
him  for  Calves  &c.  4.  18.  6.  Paid  him  on  balancing 
Accounts  7.  10.  11.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  neck  of 
Mutton  &c.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning. 
Had  a  large  Parcel  of  Papers  brought  to  me  this 
Evening  by  a  Stranger  containing  directions  in  case  of 
an  Invasion  with  a  Letter  from  the  Bishop  requesting 
the  Clergy  to  be  attentive  and  active  in  the  same.  It 
hurried  and  affected  me  a  great  deal  indeed.  It  con¬ 
tained  directions  what  is  to  be  done  in  case  of  a  real 
Invasion.  An  Account  of  all  Stock  to  be  taken  &  to  be 
removed  &c.  &cd 

August  7,  Friday.  ...  I  sent  the  Papers  I  reed.  Yesterday 
to  Mr.  Custance  this  Afternoon  desiring  his  Advice. 
He  sent  them  back  to  me,  desiring  me  to  send  them  to 
the  Church  Wardens,  which  I  did  this  Even’  by  Ben, 
to  carry  them  to  Mr.  Girling  my  Church  Warden. 
Mr.  Dade  dined  at  Weston  House  to  day  with  Mr. 
Press  Custance  &  Weston  House  Family. 

August  8,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Begun  Harvest  this  Morn’  in 


1  See  the  foot-note  to  the  entry  for  April  1st,  1798,  for  an  account  of  the 
general  preparations  at  this  period  in  the  event  of  invasion,  and  also  the 
foot-note  following. 
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cutting  Oats.  Dinner  to  da y,  Calfs  Fry  &  Heart  rosted 
&c.  Great  Feats  done  again  by  Admiral  Nelson  over 
the  French  and  also  the  Spaniards,  also  of  besieging 
Bologne  in  France  &C.1 

August  io,  Monday.  .  .  .  Begun  cutting  Peas  this  Morn’ 
in  the  Field.  A  Parish  Meeting  held  this  Evening  at 
the  Heart  to  take  into  consideration  the  Papers  lately 
reed,  concerning  what  is  to  be  done  in  case  of  an 
Invasion  of  the  French  on  this  Country.  Dinner  to  day, 
Beans  and  Bacon  &c.  I  was  very  nervous  and  weak  to 
day,  much  agitated  not  knowing  what  to  do  at  the 
present  Crisis  &  wanting  Health  &  Strength  am  scarce 
able  to  do  even  the  most  trivial  action. 

August  II,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Begun  shearing  Wheat  this 
Afternoon.  Dinner  to  day,  Knuckle  of  Veal  &  Bacon 

1  After  the  naval  campaign  in  the  Baltic  Nelson  had  been  appointed 
(July  24)  to  command  coastal  operations  from  Orfordness  in  Suffolk  to 
Beachy  Head  in  Sussex.  Through  the  Spring  and  Summer  of  1801  England 
expected  an  invasion  of  the  French,  great  preparations  of  flat-bottomed 
boats  and  gun-boats  having  been  set  in  hand  on  the  French  coast  under 
Napoleon’s  direction.  On  July  21st,  a  secret  circular  was  issued  to  all  Dis¬ 
trict  Commanders  warning  them  of  the  probability  of  an  immediate 
descent  and  giving  orders  for  ‘the  utmost  vigilance  to  be  observed  through¬ 
out  your  district.  .  .  .’  Actually — at  least  after  Copenhagen — Napoleon 
does  not  seem  to  have  contemplated  such  an  attempt,  but  he  desired  to 
keep  us  in  a  state  ©f  alarm.  Nelson  thought  an  attack  likely  at  first,  but 
subsequently  pronounced  it  ‘almost  impracticable’.  On  August  4  he 
bombarded  Boulogne,  but  despite  Parson  Woodforde’s  belief  that  ‘great 
feats’  had  been  accomplished,  little  damage  seems  to  have  been  done. 
Nor  did  any  greater  success  attend  the  attempted  night-attack  on  Boulogne 
of  August  15th.  This  was  the  occasion  when  a  French  officer  called  out  in 
English:  ‘You  can  do  nothing  here,  and  it  is  only  useless  shedding  the  blood 
of  brave  men  to  make  the  attempt.’  These  operations  seem  to  have  been 
almost  the  only  failures  or  relative  failures  of  Nelson’s  career.  Still,  as  he 
said  at  this  time  (letter  to  Addington  on  Aug.  12),  ‘should  Mr.  Bonaparte 
put  himself  in  our  way,  I  believe  he  will  wish  himself  in  Corsica.’  (See 
Wheeler  and  Broadley’s  Napoleon  and  the  Invasion  of  England,  vol.  i,  ch.  VI, 
and  Southey’s  Nelson  in  Professor  Calender’s  edition,  ch.  VIII,  pp.  252-8.) 
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&c.  Heard  nothing  to  day  of  the  Papers  sent  to 
Girling,  Neither  have  we  seen  or  heard  anything  of 
him  or  of  Mr.  Custance,  which  made  me  very  uneasy. 

August  12,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Girling  called  on  me 
this  Morn’  with  all  the  Papers  I  sent  to  him,  all  drawn 
up  and  signed,  they  are  to  be  carried  to  Reepham 
to  Morrow  to  be  presented  at  a  Meeting  for  the 
Occasion.  Mr.  Girling  took  them  back  with  him  to 
present  them.  Mr.  Girling  eat  some  of  our  small  sweet 
Cakes  and  drank  some  bottled  Mead  whilst  here. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  rost  Leg  of  Mutton  and  a  boiled 
plumb  Pudding,  as  we  begun  Wheat-Harvest.  We 
carried  two  Cart  Load  of  Wheat  into  the  Barn  this 
Evening  in  excellent  Order. 

August  14,  Friday.  .  .  .  Our  Folks  busy  before  Dinner 
shearing  Wheat.  In  the  Afternoon  in  carrying  it  into 
the  Barn.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Co.  Ducks 
rosted  &c.  We  carried  3.  Load  of  Wheat  this  After¬ 
noon.  Mr.  Howlett  sent  us  a  fine  Leveret,  this 
Evening. 

August  15,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Our  Folks  busy  in  carrying 
Peas  &  Oats  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Veal-Pye,  &  a 
Leveret  rosted.  Fine  Weather  still  continues  thank  God 
for  it,  very  fine  Harvest  Weather  indeed.  We  carried 
2.  Load  of  Oats  from  the  Croft  this  Afternoon,  being 
all  that  we  had  there.  No  Newspapers  at  all  to  day. 

August  16,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Our  Newspapers  we  received 
early  this  Morning.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  and 
Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  Cus¬ 
tance  with  his  eldest  Son  Hambleton  &  his  Brother 
Willm.  were  at  Church  as  was  my  Niece,  A.  M.  Wood- 
forde.  Mr.  Custance  &  Sons  above,  walked  home  with 
Nancy  and  stayed  near  an  Hour  with  us.  Mr.  Hamble¬ 
ton  Custance  was  in  full  Regimentals.  He  is  but  very 
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lately  arrived  home  from  Portsmouth  where  he  hath 
been  on  duty  for  the  last  9.  Months.  He  is  to  return 
back  again  in  about  a  fortnight.  He  looked  very  hearty 
&  well  indeed.  They  stayed  with  us  about  an  Hour. 
Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef,  &c.  Briton’s  Father  dined  in 
the  Kitchen  to  day. 

August  17,  Monday.  .  .  .  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  this 
Morning  at  si/iFd.  per  Pint,  last  Friday  made  o.  5.  7F. 
N.B.  Mrs.  Betts  (Mr.  Custance’s  Farming  Woman) 
sold  Butter  last  Saturday  at  Norwich  Market,  at 
seventeen-pence  per  Pint.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of 
Veal  rosted  &c.  Our  Folks  busy  in  shearing  Wheat  till 
dinner  time.  In  the  Afternoon  carried  i£  Load  of 
Wheat.  Mem:  Wheat  sheared,  and  carried  in  one  Day, 
by  Ben:  Leggatt,  Bretingham  Scurl,  and  Boy  Robt. 
Case — one  Cart  Load  and  half. 

August  18,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morning,  Income-Tax 
for  six  weeks  last  past  at  2o£.  per  Annum,  supposed 
Income  200  £.  per  Annum  pd  him  3.  6.  8.  We  cut  and 
carried  one  Cart  Load  and  half  of  Wheat,  the  Work 
of  two  Men  and  a  Boy  for  one  whole  Day,  and  nothing 
done  beside.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  Very  hot 
to  day,  but  delightfull  fine  Weather  indeed  for  the 
Harvest  now  generally  about. 

August  19,  Wednesday.  'We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Very  hot  indeed  to  day  again.  Many 
Farmers  Harvest-Men  are  ill  and  not  able  to  go  on 
with  their  Work  on  Account  of  the  Heat.  It  affected 
me  a  good  deal  &  made  me  weaker.  We  finished 
carrying  Wheat  before  dinner.  Captain  Hambleton 
Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  in  the  Evening — He  came 
walking.  He  brought  a  Letter  for  Nancy  from  her 
Br.  Sami.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  All 
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Wheat  cut  &  carried  without  any  Rain.  9.  Cart  Load 
and  ■§-  from  6  Acres  Coll:  Land  and  all  very  good  Wheat 
indeed. 

August  20,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  hot  Day  again  for  the 
Harvest  Men.  Our  People  busy  in  cutting  Barley  to 
day.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  and  a 
plumb  Pudding  &c.  Weston  House  Family  dined  at 
Lord  Baynings  of  Honingham-Hall  to  day. 

August  21,  Friday.  .  .  .  Busy  in  cutting  Barley  all  the 
Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  &  hash-Mutton 
&c.  In  the  Afternoon  we  carried  2.  Load  of  Barley. 
Between  5.  and  6.  o’clock  this  Afternoon  a  Post  Chaise 
from  Norwich  with  two  Attorneys  Mr.  Stuart  & 
Mr.  Foster  Junr.  of  Norwich,  called  here  on  Nancy’s 
Account  for  her  to  sign  some  Writing  concerning  the 
Sale  of  hers  &  Brothers  Estate  in  Sussex.  They  drank 
Tea  with  us. 

August  22,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Busy  in  carrying  Barley  all 
the  Day.  Delightfull  Weather  indeed  for  the  Harvest. 
Dinner  to  day,  Beef-Steaks  &c.  No  Newspapers  from 
Norwich  came  to  hand  to  day. 

August  23,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Our  Newspapers  from  Norwich  we  did  not 
receive  till  Noon  to  day  &  then  one  wrong.  Mr.  Dade 
read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston- 
Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  at  Church.  Miss 
Woodforde  also  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner  to  day, 
Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Very  fair  and  very  hot  to  day. 

August  24,  Monday.  .  .  .  Very  fine,  dry  Weather  still 
prevails.  I  think  I  never  knew  such  fine  Weather 
during  any  Harvest.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 
Busy  in  carrying  Barley  to  day.  Reed,  of  Betty  for 
Butter  this  Afternoon  at  si/4d  per  Pint  the  Sum  of 
o.  6.  8. 
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August  25,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us 
early  this  Morning  during  the  time  we  were  at  break¬ 
fast,  We  asked  him  to  drink  a  dish  of  Tea  with  us,  but 
he  declined  it,  having  breakfasted.  He  looked  very 
sadly  I  thought.  He  said  that  he  had  been  much 
hurried  &  fatigued  concerning  the  Papers  he  lately 
reed,  in  case  of  an  Invasion  by  the  French  and  Dutch 
on  this  Coast  which  is  talked  of  at  present.1  Dinner 
to  day,  Pork  and  Greens  & c.  Busy  in  carrying  Barley 
all  day  again. 

August  26,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Dry  Weather  still  prevails 
and  likely  so  to  do.  The  Harvest  is  in  great  forward¬ 
ness.  Many  People  think  of  finishing  the  ensuing 
Week.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Greens  &  a  Couple  of 
Chicken.  We  carried  eight  Cart-Load  of  Barley 
to  day. 

August  27,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  The  same  fine  Weather  still  prevails.  Never 
known  finer  Harvest  Weather,  we  carried  three  Cart- 
Load  of  Barley  to  day  which  put  an  end  to  the  college 
five  Acre  Piece.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Our  Servant  Maid,  Sally  Gunton,  had  leave 
to  go  to  Mr.  Salisbury’s  Harvest  Frolic  this  Evening 
and  to  stay  out  all  Night.  Our  Servant  Man,  Breting- 
ham  Scurl,  had  also  had  leave  to  be  at  Mr.  Bidewell’s 
Harvest  Frolic  this  Evening  &  to  stay  out  all  Night. 

August  29,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again 
at  home.  Nancy  reed,  a  Letter  early  this  Morning 
from  a  Mr.  Dyne,  Attorney  in  London,  concerning  the 
receiving  of  her  Share  of  Money  for  her  part  from  the 
Sale  of  the  Sussex  Estate,  lately  sold  to  a  Mr.  Richard 
Shutler  of  Chichester,  Sussex,  for  three  thousand 
five  hundred  Pounds,  containing  about  100.  Acres 
1  See  entries  for  August  6  and  8  and  foot-notes. 
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in  the  Parish  of  Pagham  near  Chichester  &  the  Sea. 
It  is  said  to  be  very  well  sold.  The  Letter  came  from 
Mr.  Foster’s  at  Lenewade  Bridge  who  reed,  it  from 
Mr.  Steward  of  Norwich.  It  hurried  me  rather  on 
the  Occasion  as  it  did  Nancy,  coming  so  suddenly  upon 
us.  Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morn’  for  Butter  at  si/4d. 
o.  6.  8.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  We 
carried  2.  Load  of  Barley  to  day. 

August  31,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c,  again 
at  home.  We  finished  Harvest  to  day  before  Dinner, 
cut,  dried  and  in  Barn  without  any  Rain  at  all.  Never 
known  finer  Weather  during  any  Harvest.  Make  us 
gratefull  to  thee  O  Lord  for  the  same.  Dinner  to  day, 
Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Emeris  sent  us  a  fine 
Leveret  this  Evening.  We  carried  1.  Load  of  our 
second  Crop  of  Clover  Grass  this'  Afternoon  from 
Alder-Close,  4  Acres  near  Greengate.  The  Weather 
having  been  so  very  dry  we  were  obliged  to  feed  our 
Stock  with  some  of  our  second  Crop  of  Clover. 

September  1,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Our  poor,  blind  but  good  Horse,  Rodney 
not  well.  Sent  for  Johnny  Reeves,  Farrier  at  Ringland 
to  him.  Dinner  to  day,  Crock,  alias,  Cottage  Pye,  and 
a  fine  Leveret  rosted  with  stuffing  in  his  Belly.  We 
finished  carrying  all  our  Clover  by  Dinner.  Nancy  sent 
a  Letter  to  Mr.  Dyne  Attorney,  London  and  another 
to  her  Brother  William  W:  at  Galhampton  Somersett. 
Briton  carried  them  to  Barnard  Dunnells  at  Morton 
and  from  thence  to  be  conveyed  to  Norwich  by  some 
Carrier. 

September  3,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  brace  of  Part¬ 
ridges.  Our  Well-Bucket  fell  into  Well  this  Morning 
as  our  Folks  were  drawing  Water,  the  Chain  breaking 
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in  drawing  it  up.  We  tryed  all  the  whole  Day  to  get 
it  up,  but  in  vain.  Mrs.  Thorne  with  her  Daughter 
Mary  Anne  called  on  us  about  one  o’clock  &  stayed  till 
three  almost.  Soon  after  they  went,  the  Dr.  called, 
but  did  not  come  in. 

September  4,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  About  Noon  we  got  up  our  Well-Bucket  out 
of  the  Well,  by  some  large  Iron-Creepers  which  we 
borrowed  of  Mr.  Michael  Andrews.  We  had  some  small 
Creepers,  but  they  did  not  do.  Dinner  to  day,  Scrag- 
End  of  a  Neck  of  Mutton  boiled  and  some  Apple 
Dumplins  See.  Blessed  be  God  we  had  this  Morning 
early  a  most  gracious  Rain,  very  acceptable  indeed. 

September  5,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Mr.  Custance  this  Morning  a  Basket  of 
nice  Codlin-Apples  by  Briton  and  he  returned  with 
a  brace  of  Partridges  from  Mr.  Custance.  Sent  also 
Mr.  Press  Custance  this  Morn’  a  Basket  of  Codlin- 
Apples  by  Briton,  and  he  brought  us  back  a  brace  of 
Partridges  from  Mr.  P.  Custance.  Betty’s  Father 
(Willm.  Dade  of  Mattishall)  here  this  Morning  again 
to  see  his  Daughter.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  No  Newspapers  came  to  hand  to  day. 

Septembr.  6,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Much  Rain  this  Morn  with  some  Thunder 
&  Lightning  about  10.  o’clock — Air,  warm.  Mr.  Dade 
read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston 
Church — very  few  there.  None  from  Weston  House 
at  Church,  it  being  wet.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c. 
Mr.  Willm.  Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Aft:  He 
came  riding,  he  looked  very  thin. 

Septembr.  7,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  heavy  Showers  of  Rain  indeed  this 
Morn’  between  the  hours  of  8.  and  11. 
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Paid  Briton  this  Morn’  for  divers  things  .  2.  1.  3. 

Paid  Betty  ditto  for  ditto  .  .  2.  2.  7. 

I  was  but  very  indifferent  this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day 
boiled  Beef  &  a  brace  of  Partridges.  We  had  a  fire 
(being  damp  &  cold)  this  Evening  in  the  Study,  which 
was  very  acceptable.  I  am  afraid  my  poor  Horse 
Rodney  will  die,  as  he  does  not  get  better,  but  rather 
worse.  Sent  Briton  in  the  Evening  to  Lenewade 
Bridge  after  a  dozen  Bottles  of  Port  Wine. 

Sepbr.  8,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Lord  Baining  (as  he  rode  by)  this  Morning  sent 
his  Gentleman  Mr.  Griffiths  to  enquire  after  us.  Mr. 
Foster  of  Lenewade  Bridge  sent  us  some  Eels.  Mr. 
Stoughton  (my  Butcher)  also  sent  us  some  Eels.  Great 
Quantities  caught  after  the  very  heavy  Storms  of  Rain 
that  fell  Yesterday  Morning.  I  was  finely  (thank  God) 
this  Morning.  Very  fine  Day  indeed  after  the  Rain 
of  Yesterday.  Dinner  to  day,  Eels  fryed  &  boiled,  and 
a  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  It  is  reported  that  Betty 
hath  turned  off  Ben,  and  that  she  hath  accepted  of  an 
Offer  made  her  on  Sunday  last  by  a  Thomas  Leggatt 
of  Ringland  a  small  Farmer  under  Lord  Bayning,  and 
about  her  own  Age — 36  Years,  or  rather  little  older. 
I  think  that  she  hath  not  used  Ben  well  in  not  declaring 
her  intention  to  him  first  of  all. 

Sepbr.  9,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  A  Mr.  Burton  of  Horsford  and  Rector 
of  that  Place  with  another  Gentleman,  were  shooting 
at  Weston  the  whole  day — I  saw  nothing  of  them. 
Dinner  to  day,  Eels  and  a  rosted  Duck  &c. 

Sepbr.  10,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit. 
Mr.  C.  told  us  that  Sr.  Edmd.  Bacon’s  eldest  Son, 
Edmund  Bacon,  was  married  to  his  Cousin,  Miss 
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Bacon  of  Ottery  St.  Mary  in  Devonshire,  a  few  Days 
ago,  and  in  Devonshire.1  Sr.  Edmd.  &  Lady  Bacon, 
rather  displeased  at  it.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  did  not 
approve  of  it.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Mutton  &  a  Duck 
rosted  &c.  Mr.  Burton  &  Co.  here  again  all  Day  a 
shooting  all  round  my  House — never  sent  me  a  Bird. 
It  was  said  that  he  killed  a  great  number  of  Partridges. 
Mr.  Press  Custance  gave  him  a  Lecture. 

Sepbr.  II,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  brace  of  Partridges  this 
Morn’.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning. 
Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &  Apple- 
Dumplins.  Reed,  of  Betty  this  Afternoon  for  a  Week’s 
Butter  sold  a  fortnight  ago  at  si/4d  per  Pint.  o.  5.  4. 
Reed,  of  Ditto  for  the  last  Weeks  at  ditto  o.  5.  4. 

Sepbr.  12,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning  after  divers 
things  from  Norwich,  wanted  in  the  family  Way.  He 
did  not  return  till  near  7.  o’clock  this  Evening,  rather 
later  than  usual,  but  thank  God !  safe  and  well  and  very 
sober.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

Sepbr.  13,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance  with  both 
their  Daughters  at  Church.  Nancy  also  was  at  Church 
and  was  brought  home  in  Mr.  Custance’s  Coach  with 
them  and  they  spent  near  an  Hour  at  Weston  Parson¬ 
age.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

September  14,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning 

1  Edmund  Bacon,  9th  and  10th  Bart.,  b.  July  6,  1779,  d.  30  May,  1864, 
married  August  27,  1801,  his  cousin  Mary  Anne  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Dashwood  Bacon,  of  Ottery  St.  Mary,  Devon.  She  died  Oct.  24,  1820. 
They  had  five  children — two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
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Visit.  He  informed  us  that  Mr.  Brainwaite  was  given 
over.  His  Complaint  is  the  Gout  all  over  him.  Mr. 
Dade  gave  us  a  brace  of  Partridges,  He  left  them  at 
the  Heart  for  us  bp  the  Reepham  Baker  (bp  name 
Morris).  We  sent  for  them.  Dinner  to  dap,  rost  Beef 
&c.  Mushrooms  for  the  first  time  this  Y. 

Septembr.  15,  Tuesdap.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Mr.  Dade  married  bp  Licence  this 
Morning  at  Weston  Church,  Mr.  Girlings  Daughter 
Anne  Girling,  to  John  Burton  of  Carlton  Rode  near 
Attleborough.  Bells  ringing,  Guns  firing  &c.  on  the 
Occasion.  I  was  verp  poorlp  to  dap,  having  the  Gout 
in  the  right  Foot,  which  was  painful.  Dinner  to  dap, 
Knuckle  of  Veal  boiled  & c.  Paid  Briton  this  Morning 
for  divers  things  brought  from  Norwich  on  Saturdap 
&c.  4.  14.  9P.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  gone  to 
Ladp  Bacons. 

Sepbr.  17,  Thursdap.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Bettps  Father  here  again  this  Morning. 
Dinner  to  dap,  Leg  of  Mutton  boiled  &  Capers  See. 
Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham,  rode  bp  our  House  this 
Evening  in  a  Whiskp  with  a  Servant  Man  with  him, 
but  it  being  rather  late,  did  not  call,  but  left  Compts. 
to  us  bp  Briton.  He  had  been  to  see  his  Father  at 
Wpndham  who  hath  been  ill  a  long  time.  Briton  said 
that  Mr.  Stoughton  looked  verp  ill.  I  was  surprised 
to  hear  that  he  was  able  to  get  out  at  all,  as  he  was  verp 
latelp  so  ill. 

Sepbr.  18,  Fridap.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Mp  Lips,  Tongue  and  Gums  much  inflamed 
and  painful  to  dap — most  of  our  People  have  verp 
latelp  complained  of  the  same.  Verp  likelp  it  map 
proceed  from  eating  Nuts  but  some  of  them  think 
from  bread.  Dinner  to  dap  a  boiled  Rabbit  &  Beef- 
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Steaks.  To  one  Miles  Andrews  of  Lenewade-Bridge, 
for  some  Mushrooms  this  Evening  gave  i.  o.  Mr. 
Press  Custance  sent  us  by  Briton  2.  Partridges. 

Sepbr.  20,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  unwell  indeed  this  Morning,  Mouth  and 
Tongue  very  tender,  scarce  able  to  eat  to  day.  It 
made  me  very  low  and  sadly.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder 
of  Mutton  rosted.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church — None  from  Weston 
House  there.  After  Service  Mr.  Dade  buried  a  Son 
of  Walkers  by  name  Martin  who  died  of  a  dropsical 
Complaint.  I  was  something  (thank  God)  better  in  the 
Evening. 

Sepbr.  21,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  About  Noon  Mr.  Maynard  buried  at  Weston 
•Church,  John  Pegg  of  Tibbenham  a  Married  Man, 
and  Brother  to  James  Pegg  aged  63.  Yrs.  The  Widow 
sent  me  a  Hatband  &  Pair  of  Gloves  which  was  very 
handsome  in  her.  Briton  was  invited  to  the  Funeral. 
John  Pegg  had  lived  at  Weston  many  Years  formerly, 
as  had  his  Friends  before  him.  Dinner  to  day,  Hash- 
Mutton  &c. 

Sepbr.  22,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  James  Hardy  at  the  Heart,  for  Rum 
3.  12.  o.  bringing  his  Bill  by  my  Order  this  Morning. 
James  Pegg,  called  on  me  this  Morn’  respecting  the 
Fees  for  burying  his  Brother  at  Weston.  He  paid  me 
all  that  I  asked  which  was  o.  10.  6.  and  which  I  shall 
give  to  Mr.  Maynard.  My  Mouth,  Lips  &  Tongue, 
quite  painful  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a 
Duck  rosted  &c. 

Sepbr.  23,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  My  Mouth  (I  hope)  is  somewhat  better  to 
day.  Our  Folks  busy  this  Morning  in  trying  to  make 
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Cyder  in  the  best  manner  they  can  without  the  proper 
materials  fit  for  the  so  doing,  sqeezing  the  Pulp  with 
their  hands  &c.  and  did  pretty  well.  They  made  about 
four  Gallons  to  day.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this 
Morning  and  stayed  with  us  near  an  Hour.  I  gave  to 
Mr.  Maynard  the  Fee  of  half  a  Guinea  which  I  reed. 
Yesterday  of  James  Pegg  for  his  Brother  being  buried 
at  Weston,  as  he  buried  him.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Neck  of  Mutton  &  a  Duck. 

Sepbr.  24,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Our  Maid,  Betty  Dade,  went  this  Morning 
to  see  her  Brother  at  the  House  of  Industry  at  Deer- 
ham,  he  having  been  very  ill  lately.  She  went  with 
young  Mrs.  St.  Andrews  and  her  Sister.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  My  Mouth  and  Lips,  still 
very  tender  &  painfull.  Betty  returned  home  in  the 
Evening  in  good  time.  I  was  far  from  well  all  day,  so 
very  nervous. 

Sepbr.  26,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mrs.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit, 
and  made  us  also  a  Present  of  a  brace  of  Partridges. 
Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with  ten 
Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome.  I  was  far  from  well 
indeed  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Calf’s  Head  boiled  & 
Pork  &c.  Ben  returned  home  from  Norwich  about  6. 
this  Aft:  and  he  brought  home  half  a  Chldrn.  of  Coal 
from  Mr.  Bloomes.  Mr.  Bloome  sent  me  a  Note  for 
the  Barley  at  s23 /6d  per  Coomb  n.  15.  o.  Ben  did  not 
bring  any  Newspapers  or  Letters. 

Sepbr.  27,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  Dade  read  the  new 
Thanks  giving  Prayer  to  Almighty  God!  for  his  late 
blessing  to  us  in  a  fine  &  plentiful  Harvest.  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Custance  at  Church  to  da y.  Miss  Woodforde 
also  at  Church.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted 
&  a  Pudding.  Ben  abused  Betty  this  evening  on  his 
hearing  that  she  had  accepted  his  Cousin  Thos. 
Leggatt  of  Ringland  for  a  Paramour. 

Sepbr.  28,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Betty,  this  Morning  for  divers  things 
1.  4.  1.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Rabbits  &  Onion  Sauce 
&c.  Mr.  Field  of  Ling  called  on  me  this  Evening  and 
paid  me  Tithe  for  5.  Years.  1.  Acre  at  s3/od.  o.  15.  o. 
He  drank  Tea  with  us.  He  leaves  Mr.  Custances 
Farm  this  Michaelmas  and  is  going  to  live  in  a  Farm 
of  a  Mr.  Woolmers  near  Houghton  of  1150.  Acres, 
mostly  Arable  Land.  The  name  of  the  Place  is  Han- 
mer.  Reed,  our  last  Saturdays  News-Papers  this 
Morning  by  the  Butcher. 

Sepbr.  29,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  walked  up  to  Weston  House  this  Morn 
by  appointment  and  there  dined  &  spent  the  After¬ 
noon,  returned  home  in  their  Coach.  I  dined  by 
myself,  had  for  Dinner,  some  boiled  Beef  and  hash’d 
Calf’s  Head,  Very  hot  indeed  all  the  Day  long.  Nancy 
quite  in  a  Fever  walking  to  Weston-House.  Counsellor 
Blofield  was  expected  there  to  day  but  did  not  come. 
Only  Mr.  Press  Custance  dined  there.  I  was  but  so,  so, 
to  day,  so  very  spiritless.  Mr.  Custance’s  Birth  Day 
to  day,  on  which  they  have  always  a  Goose  rosted  for 
Dinner,  it  being  also  Michaelmas  Day,  a  famous  Day 
in  Norfolk  where  every  Householder  almost  makes  it  a 
Point  to  have  a  rost  Goose  for  Dinner  on  that  day. 

October  1,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Brewed  a  Barrell  of  common 
Beer  to  day.  My  Tongue  very  bad  to  day,  did  not 
smoke  as  usual  to  day  after  Dinner — it  being  so 
tender.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
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Mr.  Custance  sent  us  an  Hen  Pheasant  this  Even’  which 
was  very  handsome  of  him,  this  being  the  first  day  of 
Shooting  Pheasants  by  Act  of  Parliament.  I  did  not 
smoke  the  whole  day  long.  Mem:  left  off  smoaking. 

October  3,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  this  Week  6  Pints 
made,  3§  sold  at  si / $id  per  Pint  o.  5.  2f.  Dinner  to  day, 
Pork  &  Greens  &  a  Pheasant  rosted  &c.  Great  Rejoic¬ 
ings  we  heard  this  day  at  Norwich  on  a  report  of  there 
being  Peace  proclaimed  in  London.  Briton  heard  of 
it  this  Morning  at  Mr.  Press  Custance’s.  I  hope  it  is 
a  true  report.1 

October  4,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Custance  called  on  us  about  Noon.  I  was 
very  poorly  indeed  this  Morn:  so  faint  &  weak  and 
Spirits  so  depressed.  My  Mouth  &  Tongue  I  hope  is 
somewhat  better  to  day.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Custance  at  Church  as  was  also  my  Niece — 

1  The  preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed  in  London  on  Thursday,  Oct.  1, 
1801,  were  confirmed  by  Bonaparte  on  Oct.  5,  and  finally  incorporated  in 
the  definitive  Peace  of  Amiens  on  March  27,  1802.  The  public  relief  and 
joy  in  those  early  October  days  was  enormous,  as  the  mail  coaches,  gay  with 
laurels,  and  bearing  banners  proclaiming  ‘Peace  with  France’,  sped  from 
London  to  the  principal  provincial  towns.  No  one  could  foresee  that  the 
peace  would  last  for  only  a  year  and  half.  On  the  contrary,  as  Rear- 
Admiral  Collingwood  wrote  in  a  letter  dated  Oct.  16,  1801,  on  board  his 
ship  the  Barjleur  off  Brest:  ‘I  hope  now  we  have  seen  the  end  of  the  last 
war  that  will  be  in  our  days  .  .  .’  The  Copenhagen  victory,  and  the  com¬ 
plete  collapse  of  the  French  in  Egypt  enabled  England  to  make  peace  with 
dignity.  We  only  retained  Ceylon  and  Trinidad  and  gave  up  the  rest  of 
our  sea  conquests.  But  France  gave  up  Naples  and  the  Roman  States, 
and  Egypt  was  restored  to  the  Sultan.  The  Diarist’s  entries  for  Oct.  21, 
22,  and  26  give  some  idea  of  the  local  rejoicings  which  were  general 
throughout  the  country — the  people  of  Plymouth  indulging  in  a  bonfire 
70  or  80  ft.  high.  (See  Wheeler’s  and  Broadley’s  Napoleon  and  the  Invasion 
of  England,  vol.  i,  ch.  VIII.) 
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pretty  full  Congregation.  The  report  of  Peace  is  now 
fully  confirmed.  Mr.  Dade  went  home  with  Mr. 
Custance  to  Weston  House,  Mr.  Custance  asking  him 
to  dine  there.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  and  a  plumb 
Pudding.  Nothing  of  Peace  mentioned  as  yet  upon 
the  public  Papers.  The  News  came  to  Norwich  it  is 
said  on  Friday  last  by  a  private  Letter. 

Octbr.  5,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Collison  of  Deerham  having 
been  shooting  at  Weston  to  day,  sent  us  two  brace  of 
Partridges  this  Afternoon— very  handsome  of  him 
indeed.  My  Tongue  painful  to  day  which  made  me 
uneasy.  There  appears  on  almost  the  tip  of  the 
Tongue  a  small  mark  of  white  as  if  it  had  been  burnt. 
It  is  very  tender  especially  when  I  eat.  Dinner  to  day, 
Chine  of  Beef  rosted  &c. 

Octbr.  7,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Sessions  Ball  at  Norwich, 
Mrs.  Custance  and  her  Daughters  go  to  it.  ... 

Oct.  8,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  fine  Weather  indeed  for  the 
Season,  particularly  so  for  the  sowing  &  setting  of 
Wheat.  I  flatter  myself  that  I  am  better  since  I  have 
left  off  smoaking  Tobacco — Which  was  Octbr.  ist. 
Dinner  to  day,  Pork  &  Greens  &  a  rosted  Hare  &c. 

Octbr.  9,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Anson  of  Ling  sent  us  a  brace 
&  half  of  Partridges  early  this  Morning.  Sent  Mr. 
Press  Custance  a  basket  of  Filberts.  Betty  Dade’s 
Father  here  this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  hash- 
Mutton  &  Pork  &  Greens  and  a  brace  of  Partridges 
rosted.  Peace  with  France  now  fully  confirmed.  Miss 
Woodforde’s  old  Stock  of  Bees  (given  her  by  Mr. 
Stoughton  of  Sparham)  on  examination  to  day  found 
the  same  to  be  without  any  Bees  and  also  without  any 
honey  at  all.  Thank  God !  I  was  finely  to  day,  Mouth 
See.  finely. 

Oct:  io,  Saturday.  .  .  .  This  being  old  Michelmas  Day 
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we  had  a  Goose  for  Dinner  &  Norfolk  Dumplins  etc. 
Very  fine  weather  still  continues,  thank  God.  The 
Weather  continuing  still  fine  there  is  great  Plenty  of 
Grass  &  is  in  a  growing  State.  We  had  no  Newspapers 
to  day  or  Letters.  .  .  . 

Octbr.  ii,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  & 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church.  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Daughters,  with  two  Miss  Towers  from 
London  at  Church.  The  above  Ladies  are  near 
Relations  of  Mrs.  Custance.  We  had  our  Newspapers 
early  this  Morning.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal 
rosted  & c.  Nancy  talked  of  going  to  Church  but  did 
not.  I  would  have  had  her  go,  but  she  declined. 
Betty  &  Tom  Leggatts  Connection  all  done  with  and 
Ben  accepted  again  by  her. 

Octbr.  13,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  James  Pegg  this  Morning 
6.  Weeks  Income  Tax  at  2o£  per  Annum  3.  6.  8. 
Paid  Betty  this  Morn’  for  divers  things  o.  18.  3. 
Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  sold  to  Betty 
Cary  at  si/5Pd.  per  Pint  o.  4.  44.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Beef  &  an  Apple  Pudding. 

Octbr.  15,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  an  Hen 
Pheasant  this  Morning,  but  it  was  so  bad  that  we  were 
obliged  to  throw  it  away,  the  inside  of  it  was  entirly 
eat  up  with  Maggots.  I  dare  say,  neither  Mr.  or  Mrs. 
Custance  knew  any  thing  of  its  being  bad. 

Octbr.  16,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  made  us  a  Morn¬ 
ing  Visit,  she  came  walking  and  quite  alone.  She  came 
within  ten  Minutes  after  her  Husband  Mr.  Custance 
left  us,  who  had  been  with  us  near  an  Hour.  Nancy 
told  her  [how]  bad  the  Pheasant  was,  they  sent.  She 
said  that  she  would  send  another  soon.  Very  fine 
Weather  still  continues  thank  God!  Had  some  Fir- 
Trees  in  my  Orchard  &  Garden  cut  down  to  day  by 
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Ben,  being  too  close  together.  My  Mouth  &  Tongue 
not  quite  well  yet. 

Octbr.  17,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Had  13.  more  Fir-Trees  in  my 
Garden  cut  down  to  day  &  when  down  were  scarce 
missed.  St. 'Faith’s  Fair  to  day,  Morn’  fair,  Afternoon 
wet.  Dinner  to  Day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
No  News-Papers  from  Norwich  to  day. 

Octbr.  18,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Lord  Bayning  of  Honingham  called  on  us  about 
Noon.  He  had  been  at  Weston-House.  He  came  on 
horseback — looked  healthy  and  well  tho’  almost  if  not 
quite  70.  Years  old,  quite  lively  &  active  and  full  of 
Spirits.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  Dinner  to  day,  rost- 
Beef  &  Norfolk  Dumplins  &c.  Mrs.  Custance  and 
Daughters  at  Church  to  day. 

Octbr.  21,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Great  Rejoicings  to  be  to  day  on  Account  of 
Peace.  A  bullock  to  be  rosted  in  the  Market-Place  &c. 
It  raining  all  the  Morning  rather  against  them.  About 
6.  in  the  Afternoon  it  cleared  up  and  many  went  from 
Weston.  Ben  went  about  that  time  and  had  my  Mare, 
Jenny,  to  go  thither.  Dinner  to  day,  Ham  &  2.  Fowls 
boiled  &c.  Whilst  we  were  at  Dinner  to  day,  there  was 
a  large  flash  of  Lightning  and  one  loud  Clap  of 
Thunder.  The  Lightning  shone  on  Nancy’s  Plate.  It 
rained  hard  for  about  an  Hour  afterwards.  N.B.  No 
Bullock  rosted  at  Norwich  as  talked  of. 

Octbr.  22,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Ben  did  not  return  from  Norwich  I  heard 
this  Morn’  till  near  3.  o’clock  in  the  Morning.  Dinner 
to  day,  Giblet-Soup  &  rost  Loin  of  Mutton.  After¬ 
noon,  cold  NW  Wind  &  some  Rain.  Dereham  Ball 
this  Evening  and  Illuminations  on  Account  of  Peace 
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with  other  Rejoicings.  Mrs.  Custance  and  Daughters 
are  said  to  be  there  as  were  also,  Lord  &  Lady  Bayning 
&  Daughters. 

Octbr.  25,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  and 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church.  None 
from  Weston  House  at  Church  to  day,  nor  Miss 
Woodforde.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 
Very  fine  Day  indeed  for  the  Season.  We  did  not  have 
our  Newspapers  till  this  Morn’.  All  kinds  of  Grain  as 
well  as  Meat  coming  down. 

Octbr.  26,  Monday.  .  .  .  Great  Rejoicings  at  East- 
Tuddenham  to  day  on  Account  of  the  Peace.  Mr. 
Mellish  (they  say)  is  to  be  the  Chief-Director  as  well 
as  Pay-Master.  My  Servant  Man,  Bretingham  Scurl 
was  at  it.  I  gave  him  leave  to  go  soon  after  dinner.  He 
came  home  in  good  time  about  10.  o’clock. 

Octbr.  27,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Paid  James  Pegg  -J.  Yrs.  Taxes 
this  Morning  and  also  6.  Weeks  Income  Tax  also  a 
Quarters  Land-Tax,  in  the  Whole  paid  10.  2.  4. 
Dinner  to  day,  rost-Beef  &c. 

Octbr.  28,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Harry  Baker  this 
Morning  for  his  Father  John  Baker,  Overseer  of  the 
Poor,  half  a  Year’s  Poor-Rate,  from  Easter  1801  to 
Michaelmas  1801  being  27.  Weeks,  and  rated  at 
Valuation  at  s3/6d  per  Pound.  33.  5.  o.  Pr.  Ann: 
6.  1.  11.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Cottage  Pye,  made  of  Veal 
& c.  Thank  God!  I  was  finely  to  day,  not  so  nervous. 
Since  I  left  off  smoaking,  I  think,  I  am  better. 

Octbr.  29,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  half  a  Dozen,  fresh 
herrings.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  called  on  us  this 
Morning,  he  came  in  a  Whisky,  alias  Tandem,  with  a 
Servant  Man  with  him  to  drive  him.  He  looked  very 
poorly,  and  walked  very  weak.  The  late  severe  fit  of 
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the  Gout  he  had,  much  altered  him  for  the  worse.  We 
gave  Mr.  Stoughton  some  fresh  herrings  to  carry  home 
for  dinner  as  he  could  not  dine  with  us  to  day — 3.  out 
of  6.  He  eat  a  small  Carraway  biscuit.  We  had  some 
fresh  Skaite  brought  us  this  Morning  by  Will:  Bushells 
Son  who  lives  at  little- Snoring  near  Wells — at  2d 
per  lb. 

Octbr.  31,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Press  Custance  sent  us  an  Hare  this 
Morn’  by  old  Grey,  the  Butcher,  I  gave  Grey  o.  1.  o. 
Mr.  John  Custance  also,  sent  us  an  Hare  this  Morn’  by 
Mr.  Hamilton  Custance’s  Servant-Lad,  John  Russen, 
about  17.  Years  of  Age.  I  gave  him  o.  1.  o.  His  Master 
(he  says)  will  be  at  Weston  in  about  a  Month  or  five 
Weeks  time,  now  it  is  Peace.  Paid  Thomas  Harrison, 
Thatcher,  this  Morning  a  Bill  for  Work  late  done  for 
me,  about  my  House  and  Out-Houses  2.  10.  2.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  Hare  rosted  & c.  No  Newspapers  arrived 
to  day. 

Novbr.  2,  Monday.  .  .  .  We  received  our  Newspapers 
for  Saturday  last,  this  Morning,  very  late  indeed,  and 
very  negligent  of  our  Butcher,  Stoughton,  who  had  the 
care  of  them.  I  am  afraid  he  is  doing  badly.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Calfs-Head  &  an  Hare  &c.  The  Wind 
this  Evening  very  high  indeed,  quite  alarming,  it 
frightened  us  a  good  deal,  thank  God!  it  abated  about 
10.  o’clock  considerably,  but  we  did  not  go  to  bed  till 
very  near  12.  o’clock. 

Novbr.  3,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters,  called  here  this  Morning,  and  as  they 
were  going  to  make  Lady  Bayning  a  Morning  Visit 
they  took  my  Niece  with  them.  Lady  Bayning  and 
Mrs.  Cornwallis  were  particularly  obliging  and  civil 
to  Miss  Woodforde.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters 
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stayed  about  half  an  Hour  with  us,  eat  some  of  our 
sweet  Biscuits.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton 
&  Capers  &c.  Brewed  a  Barrel  of  common  Beer  to  day. 

Novbr.  4,  Wednesday.  .  .  . 

Paid  Ben  this  Morning,  for  divers  things .  15.  6 

Paid  Briton  ditto  for  ditto  .  .  2.  o.  6 

Paid  Betty  ditto  for  ditto  .  .  .  o.  17.  2 

Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  at  si/4Fd-  .  o.  4. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Skaite  &  a  Hare  rosted  &c.  I  was 
far  from  well  to  day,  low  with  odd  feelings  & c.  A  dark, 
wet  and  windy  Day  &  very  dull. 

Novbr.  6,  Friday.  .  .  .  Nancy  got  up  quite  ill  this  Morn¬ 
ing,  having  had  a  very  indifferent  Night  of  rest,  very 
acute  Pain  in  one  of  her  Shoulders — the  right.  Dinner 
to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Nancy  drank 
plentifully  of  Port  Wine  to  day  which  appeared  to  do 
her  good,  I  hope  it  will.  She  was  much  better  in  the 
Evening.  The  Port  Wine  she  drank  to  day,  which  was 
in  all  about  a  Wine-Pint,  appeared  to  have  had  a 
wonderfull  good  Effect  upon  her.  Very  sharp  Frost 
indeed  last  Night.  Ice  in  some  of  our  Premises  an 
Inch  thick. 

Novbr.  7,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Reed,  this  Morning  of  James 
Hardy  for  four  small  Piggs,  about  8.  Weeks  old.  2.  4.  o. 
Paid  him  for  2.  Gallons  of  Rum  1.  16.  o.  Our  Boy  (Bob 
Case)  went  with  his  Father  to  Norwich.  He  returned 
in  good  Time  this  Evening  &  brought  our  News- 
Papers  and  likewise,  two  Letters  for  my  Niece  A.  M. 
Woodforde — one,  from  her  eldest  Brother  Willm. 
Woodforde  of  Gallhampton  in  Somersetshire  and  the 
other  from  her  Brother  Sami.  Woodforde  in  London. 

Novbr.  8,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  and  Preached  this 
Morning  at  Weston  Church,  Mrs.  Custance  with  her 
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two  Daughters,  and  with  them,  a  Mrs.  Hobart1  with 
her  Sister,  Miss  Harriet  Beauchamp,  Daughters  of 
Sr.  Thomas  Beauchamp  of  Langley-Park,  near  Sr 
Edmund  Bacon’s  at  Raveningham,  were  at  Weston- 
Church  this  Morning  &  made  us  a  Morning  Visit  after 
Divine  Service  and  stayed  with  us  near  an  Hour.  They 
all  eat  some  of  our  small  Cakes,  Mrs.  Hobart  and  Sister, 
very  handsome  indeed,  but  not  very  talkative.  I  was 
very  poorly  all  Day,  so  very  low-spirited.  N.B.  Mrs. 
Custance  brought  us  a  fine  Hen-Pheasant.  Miss 
Woodforde  had  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  Bodham  this 
Afternoon  soon  after  Dinner  by  Betty’s  Nephew, 
Billy  Dade,  apologizing  for  her  not  answering,  my 
Niece’s  last  Letter  before  now.  Nancy  something 
better  to  day  than  Yesterday. 

Novbr.  12,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Reed,  of  my  Butcher  for  Tallow  at  4^d. 
o.  2.  Ji.  Ben  found  a  Hare  sitting  in  6.  Acre  Piece 
whilst  he  was  at  plow  there  this  Morning  and  we  had 
it  coursed  &  killed  it.  Mr.  Emeris  &  Mr.  Bidewell 
attended  their  Greyhounds.  We  saw  almost  the  whole 
Course  from  our  Garden.  Sent  Briton  this  Morning 
to  Norwich  in  my  little  Cart  after  divers  things  for 
my  Tithe-Audit  on  Tuesday  the  24th.  of  this  Month. 
Briton  returned  between  5.  and  6.  this  Evening.  Nancy 
sent  a  Letter  to  each  of  her  Brothers,  Willm.  at  Gall- 
hampton  &  Sami,  in  London.  Dinner  to  day,  Giblet- 
Soup  &  a  Co.  Rabbits  rosted  &c.  N.B.  Nancy  only  sent 
one  Letter  to  one  of  her  Brothers  and  that  was  to  her 
Brother  Samuel. 

Novbr.  14,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Press  Custance  sent  us  a 
brace  of  Partridges  this  Morn’  by  Briton — carrying 
Newspapers.  Sent  Ben,  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
1  See  foot-note  to  entry  for  May  13th,  1800. 
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with.  io.  Coomb  of  very  good  Barley  to  Mr.  Daniel 
Bloomes  of  Trowse  Mills.  Dinner  to  day  a  Hare, 
rosted  &c.  Rather  a  hazy  day,  but  fine  for  the  Season. 
Thank  God!  my  Niece  continues  finely,  and  blessed 
be  God!  my  Nerves  seem  stronger  since  I  left  off 
smoaking  entirely.  Ben  returned  home  about  6.  o’clock 
this  Even’  thank  God!  safe  &  well.  He  brought  me  for 
my  Barley  at  s22/od  per  Chldrn  n.  o.  o.  He  brought 
also,  our  Newspapers,  but  no  Letters. 

Novbr.  1 6,  Monday.  .  .  .  Our  Butcher  (Willm.  Stough¬ 
ton)  disappointing  us  in  not  coming  to  kill  a  Pigg,  we 
sent  to  Mr.  Stephen  Andrews  Junr.  to  come  &  do  it, 
wch.  he  very  civilly  did  almost  immediately.  Dinner 
to  day,  Knuckle  of  Veal  boiled  &  Bacon  &c. 

Novbr.  17,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Stephen  Andrews  Junr. 
came  this  Morn’  and  cut  our  Pig  for  us — it  weighed 
8.  Stone  i  alias  1 19  lb.  We  gave  him  two  Bottles  of  our 
Mead-Wine.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  and  Piggs- 
Fry  &c. 

Novbr.  19,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
at  home.  To  one  Mary  King  of  Booton  with  a  Petition 
having  lately  lost  a  Cow  gave  o.  1.  o.  Dinner  to  day, 
2.  blade  Bones  of  Pork,  rosted  &c.  Sent  Ben:  Leggatt, 
my  farming  Man,  round  to  the  Farmers  of  my  Parish 
this  Morning,  to  give  them  notice  of  their  waiting  on 
me  on  Tuesday  next,  and  pay  me  their  respective 
Composition  for  Tithe  &c.  Ben  returned  in  very  good 
time  indeed,  soon  after  dinner  and  very  sober  also. 
He  went  all  round  to  their  Houses  on  foot. 

Novbr.  20,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  We  sent  Briton  over  to  Honingham-Hall  to 
enquire  for  Lady  &  Lord  Bayning  after  the  Death  of 
their  Daughter  Louisa  about  seven  Years  of  Age. 
Lady  Bayning  in  return  sent  Nancy  a  Note.  They 
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were  as  well  as  could  be  expected.  The  Child  was 
buried  Yesterday  at  Honingham.  They  are  very  much 
affected  for  their  great  loss.  Mrs.  Cornwallis  is  with 
them — Some  Comfort  to  them.  They  were  all  very 
fond  of  the  Child.  It  was  said  to  have  died  of  Water  on 
the  brain.  Dinner  to  day,  Saucesage  Dumplins  and  a 
Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

Novbr.  21,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  on  horse¬ 
back  with  a  ten  Pound  Bill,  to  pay  Mr.  H:  Francis, 
Attorney,  my  College-Pension  to  Michaelmas  last, 
Clergymen’s  Widows  Charity  See.  6.  7.  o.  Dinner  to 
day,  boiled  Mutton  and  fryed  Souce  &c.  Ben  returned 
about  6.  o’clock  this  Evening,  brought  me  a  Receipt 
for  the  above  with  a  Note  from  Mr.  Henry  Francis 
and  the  balance  and  likewise  a  State  of  the  Account  of 
the  Charity  for  the  Clergymens  Widows  for  1800. 
Mr.  Francis  sent  me  word  that  he  lately  lost  a  Brother 
in  the  East-Indies  of  a  bad  Fever. 

Novembr.  22,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Wind  very  rough  and  high  all  the  Morning 
with  some  Rain  at  times  and  very  cold.  Mr.  Dade 
read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’  at  Weston-Church. 
None  from  Weston-House  there.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck 
of  Pork  rosted  &c. 

Novbr.  24,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
at  home.  This  being  my  Tithe- Audit  Day,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Farmers  of  my  Parish  waited  on  me  and  paid  me 
their  respective  dues  for  Tithe  and  Rent,  &  dined  here 
afterwards — Stephen  Andrews  Senr.,  Willm.  Bidewell, 
James  Pegg,  Henry  Case,  Mary  Pratt,  Mich.  Andrews, 
John  Buck,  Robt.  Emeris,  Henry  Rising,  John  Norton, 
Ja  Baker,  Thos.  Baker,  Willm.  Howlett,  John  Girling, 
Andrew  Spraggs,  Charles  Hardy,  Jg  Mann,  Thos. 
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Reynolds,  Charles  Cary,  J£  Hubbard,  Willm.  Large. 
Dinner  to  day,  Salt  Fish,  two  boiled  Legs  of  Mutton, 
Surloin  of  Beef  rosted,  plumb  Pudding  boiled  &c.  &c. 
Port  Wine,  &  Punch,  with  plenty  of  strong  Beer. 
Thos.  Salisbury  paid  for  John  Buck,  [who]  was  sent  for 
home  from  my  House,  Mrs.  Buck  being  very  ill.  They 
all  went  away  abt.  n.  o’clock  this  Night  and  very  well 
indeed.  Briton  behaved  not  so  well  as  I  could  wish, 
exposing  himself  and  behaving  rather  impudently  in 
making  a  great  noise  in  Kitchen  by  singing  in  an 
impudent  &  loud  &  bold  Manner  in  the  Kitchen,  tho’ 
not  very  tipsy. 

Novbr.  25,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Barnard  Dunnell  called  on  me  this  Morning 
and  paid  me  for  Tithe,  the  Sum  of  2.  14.  o.  Sitting 
up  late  rather  last  Night  made  us  rather  heavy  &  dull 
to  day,  as  it  generally  does.  Everything  however  went 
off  yesterday  very  well  indeed,  to  the  Satisfaction  of 
my  Company  &  self.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  and 
Greens  &c. 

Novbr.  26,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Culley  called  on  me  this  Morning  from 
Ringland  &  paid  me  for  Tithe.  5.  5.  o.  Master  John 
Custance  called  on  us  this  Morn  and,  soon  after  he 
was  gone,  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  called  on  us,  & 
stayed  about  -§•  an  hr.  He  was  out  a  shooting  by  him¬ 
self.  He  is  very  lately  returned  home  from  the  Militia, 
and  is  to  stay  at  home  some  time  he  expects.  Dinner 
to  day,  neck  of  mutton  rosted  &c. 

Novbr.  28,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with 
Nine  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloomes  at  Trowse 
Mills.  Recd  of  Betty  for  Butter  this  Morng  @  1/4T1: 
2.  9.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  We  had  this 
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afternoon  the  brightest  Rainbow  from  the  E.N.E.  that 
I  think  I  ever  saw  &  very  wide.  Ben  returned  about 
5.  o’clock  this  afternoon  from  Norwich,  with  a  Note 
from  Mr.  Bloome  for  My  Barley  at  20 s/6d — per  Coomb 
— 9.  4.  6.  Ben  had  upon  the  whole  a  very  favourable 
day  of  Weather,  very  little  Rain  but  cold  wind.  I  had 
no  Cash  for  my  Barley  only  a  Note. 

Novbr.  29,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Nancy  had  a  Letter  this  Morn¬ 
ing  (by  Briton  by  way  of  Weston-House)  from  her 
second  Brother  Sam1  Woodforde  in  London,  Caven¬ 
dish  Square  and  in  it  a  draught  on  Messiurs  Hoares 
Bank  in  London  for  the  Sum  of  twenty  Pounds.  Mr. 
Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  afternoon  at  Weston 
Church.  None  of  Weston  House  at  Church.  Dinner 
to  day,  Fish  &  a  Couple  of  Chicken  rosted  &c.  Fine 
Day  for  the  Season  tho’  cold. 

Novbr.  30,  Monday.  .  .  .  Paid  Briton  this  Morng  for 


divers  things  2.  3.9. 

Paid  Betty  do.  for  do.  1.  12.  8. 

To  My  Maid  Sally  Gunton,  for  Tithe 

Frolic  2.  6. 

To  My  Yard-Boy,  Rob1  Case  for  do.  1.  o. 


I  do  not  lament  so  much  my  leaving  off  smoaking  as 
I  thought  that  I  should  by  a  great  deal.  My  Appetite 
I  thank  God!  continues  very  good.  But  the  cold 
Weather  pinches  me  much. 

Decbr.  1,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two 
Daughters  and  Son  John  made  us  a  morning  visit  and 
stayed  with  us  upwards  of  an  Hour,  they  eat  some 
small  Cakes.  Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Neck  of  Mutton 
See.  Nancy  sent  an  answer  to  her  Brother  Samls  Letter. 
We  made  a  small  Barrell  of  Cyder  to  day. 

Decbr.  2,  Wednesday.  ...  To  Amy  Clarke,  Daughter  of 
our  Neighbour  John  Clarke  being  ill  &  consumptive, 
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gave  o.  2.  6.  I  was  but  very  so,  so,  to  day  about 
Noon.  ... 

Decbr.  3,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Foster  of  Lenewade  Bridge 
sent  us  this  Morning,  eight  very  fine  red  Herrings. 
Thank  God  I  was  rather  better  to  day  than  Yesterday, 
but  the  cold  Weather  pinched  me.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Mutton  &  a  Co.  of  Ducks. 

Decbr.  6,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  prayers- &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston  Church — Mrs.  Custance,  daughters,  and 
2  Sons,  Willm  and  John,  at  Church  to  day.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Custance  called  on  us  after  Church.  Dinner  to 
day,  rost-Beef  &  Dumplins  &c. 

Decbr.  7,  Monday.  ...  I  was  very  indifferent  &  very 
unwell  indeed  to  day  so  blown  up  with  gouty  Wind 
&  strange  feelings.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 
Towards  the  evening  I  got  something  better.  Cow, 
Beauty  had  a  Cow-Calf. 

Decbr.  8,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Recd  of  Betty  this  Morning  for 
Butter  at  is/4fd.  o.  2.  9.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Soup 
and  a  couple  of  Chicken  rosted.  Thank  God!  I  was 
finely  to  day  to  what  I  was  of  Yesterday.  Great  Com¬ 
plainings  at  Weston-House.  Servants  complaining  to 
their  Master  that  they  had  not  victuals  enough  owing 
to  the  House-Keeper,  Hetty  Yallop,  keeping  them 
very  short. 

Decbr.  10,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Paid  my  Butcher,  Willm  Stoughton  of  Ling 
this  Morning  a  Bill  for  Meat  from  the  Ist  of  Augst, 
1801 — To  this  10th  day  of  December  1801,  for  Meat 
during  that  time  the  Sum  of  19.  17.  o.  Nancy  had 
a  Letter  this  Morn’  from  her  Brother  Sam1  Woodforde 
by  way  of  Weston-House,  and  in  it  a  draught  on 
Hoares  Bank  in  London  for  the  Sum  of  twenty  Pounds 
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— N.B.  the  above  is  a  Mistake.  It  was  only  a  Letter 
of  Attorney  for  Nancy  to  sign  to  the  Hoares,  Bankers 
in  London — to  receive  Interest  when  due  for  four 
hundred  Pounds  in  the  four  per  Cent  annuities,  con¬ 
solidated  April  6th  1780.  Dinner  to  day,  Giblett-Soup, 
fryed  Beef  &  Potatoes. 

Decbr.  13,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston  Church.  He  called  on  us  before 
Church  and  dined  with  us  after  divine  Service.  I  also 
paid  him  half  a  years  Curacy.  15.0.0.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  rosted-Turkey  &c.  Mr.  Dade  came  walking  to  day  & 
looked  very  well. 

Decbr.  14,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  This  Morning  11.  o’clock  were  Married  by 
Licence  at  Weston  Church,  Hetty  alias  Esther  Yallop, 
Housekeeper  at  Weston  House,  to  one  James  Wilkins 
of  Norwich,  a  Plaisterer,  by  My  Curate,  Mr.  Thomas 
Dade.  Mr.  Custance  called  on  us  this  Morning  and  he 
spent  an  Hour  with  us,  and  looked  very  well.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Tripe  &  a  Goose  rosted  &c. 

Decbr.  15,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Js  Pegg  this  Morning — 6.  Weeks.  In.  Tax 
3.  6.  8.  Recd  of  Betty  this  Morn’  for  Butter  at  is/4id 
o.  2.  of.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
Miss  Woodforde  let  Js  Pegg  have  the  Draught  on 
Hoares  Bank  in  London  for  20.  £ — to  put  into  Kerri- 
sons  Bank  at  Norwich  on  Saturday  next.  It  was  done 
without  the  lest  Notice  to  me  of  the  same. 

Decbr.  17,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Had  a  Letter  this  Morning 
(by  Mr.  Custance’s  Servant)  from  Rob1  Clarke  of 
Castle-Cary,  concerning  some  Money  lent  by  him  to 
my  late  Brother  Heighes  of  i2-£ — dated  March  24, 
1783 — unknown  of  by  any  of  the  family  before  now. 
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Dinner  to  day,  Giblet-Soup  &  cold  rost  Turkey.  N.B. 
The  above  Rob1  Clarke  (tho’  very  ingenious)  hath 
greatly  injured  himself  by  following  too  Many  Schemes 
one  after  the  other  to  better  himself.  Mr.  Maynard 
buried  poor  old  Widow  Case  this  Afternoon  at  Weston- 
Church  aged  78.  Years. 

Decbr.  18,  Friday.  .  .  .  The  hardest  Frost  this  Morning 
we  have  had  yet.  Willm  Large  paid  his  Rent  for  the 
Widows  Cottage  due  at  Michaelmas  last  the  Sum  of 
5.  o.  o — He  sent  one  of  his  Daughters  with  the  Cash. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  Recd  of  Betty  to  day 
for  Butter  at  is/4hd.  o.  7.  6|.  Sent  this  Morning  to 
poor  old  Thos  Atterton  &  his  Wife,  both  very  Weak 
&  infirm — o.  2.  6.  I  sent  it  by  my  Servant  Man, 
Bretingham  Scurl. 

Decbr.  19,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Sent  Ben.  to  Norwich  this 
Morning  with  ten  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome’s. 
Miss  Emily  Custance  called  on  us  this  Morning,  she 
came  walking  and  by  herself.  She  stayed  about  half  an 
Hour  with  us  &  returned  as  she  came.  Dinner  to  day, 
Pork  &  Greens  &  apple-dumplins  &c.  Ben  returned 
between  five  &  six  o’clock  this  Even’  from  Norwich 
and  brought  me  Cash  for  my  Barley  from  Kerrison’s 
Bank  from  Mr.  Bloome — at  2is/od.  the  Sum  of 
10.  10.  o.  Nancy  had  a  Letter  by  Ben  from  her 
Brother  Sam1  Woodforde  with  a  draught  in  it  on 
Hoares’  Bank  for  the  Sum  of  fifty  nine  Pounds  odd 
Shillings  &  also  a  Share  in  the  Lottery  a  16th  N°  241. 

Decbr.  21,  Monday.  .  .  .  This  being  S1  Thomas’s  Day 
I  gave  to  the  Poor  of  the  Parish  of  Weston  at  6d.  each 
Person.  1.  9.  o.  They  had  a  very  favourable  day  to  go 
about.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  See.  To 
Jn  Spraggs  of  Morton  this  Morn’  gave  o.  o.  6. 

Decbr.  25,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
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home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers,  Preached  and  ad¬ 
ministered  the  H.  Sacrament  this  Morn’  at  Weston 
Church,  being  Christmas-Day.  None  from  Weston- 
House  at  Church  to  day.  Old  Thos  Atterton,  Rob1 
Downing,  Roger  Sherwood,  Eliz.  Ward  Widow  and 
the  Clerk  Willm  Large,  dined  at  Weston-Parsonage  to 
day,  being  Christmas  Day  and  had  each  in  Money 
si  / od — 5.  o.  Poor  old  Mary  Heavers,  Widow,  very  old 
&  infirm  I  sent  her  Dinner  to  her  and  likewise — o.  1.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  Surloin  of  Beef  rosted  &  plumb  Pud¬ 
dings  boiled  for  both  Parlour  &  Kitchen.  We  had  also 
in  Parlour  some  Mince-Pies. 

Decbr.  28,  Monday.  .  .  .  Betty  Dade’s  Father  &  Mother 
called  here  this  Morning  about  10.  o’clock  &  stayed 
about  an  Hour.  They  came  in  a  Market-Cart.  They 
went  after  to  Witchingham  to  Mr.  Elmers.  Dinner 
to  day,  boiled  Beef,  part  of  the  Loin  &c. 

Decbr.  29,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Paid  Briton  this  Morning  for  divers  things 
4.  6.  6.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with  nine 
Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome.  Dinner  to  day — 
Hash-Mutton,  Apple  Dumplins  &c.  Nancy  sent  a 
Letter  by  Ben  to  her  Brother  William.  She  also  sent 
by  him,  sixty  Pounds  to  put  into  Kerrison’s  Bank  at 
Norwich,  for  which  she  is  to  receive  four  per  Cent,  for 
the  same.  Ben  returned  about  4.  o’clock  this  After¬ 
noon.  He  brought  me  a  Note  from  Mr.  Bloome  of  its 
being  recd  but  no  Price  settled  for  the  same.  Betty’s 
Father  &  Mother  called  here  in  the  Afternoon  in  their 
return  home  from  Mr.  Elmers  of  Witchingham. 

Decbr.  30,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  Paid  Stephen  Andrews  Junr. 
this  Morning  a  Church-Rate  for  the  Year  at  i-Jd — 
o.  2.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Cod-Fish  boiled  &  a  Fowl 
rosted,  &c. 
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Decbr.  31,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Very  cold  to  day  with  cold 
Winds,  Hail,  Rain  &  Snow.  Dinner  to  day  Neck  of 
Mutton  boiled  &c.  The  cold  Weather  pinched  Me  a 
good  deal  to  day. 

Anno  Domini  1802 

Janry.  1,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  The  New  Year  came  in  with  Frost  &  Snow  and 
with  it  very  cold  Weather  indeed,  which  pinched  me 
much — being  an  invalid.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas  Soup 
&  a  Breast  of  Mutton.  Our  Servants  being  invited  to 
Weston-House  to  Dinner  to  day,  Briton  &  Sally  went, 
but  returned  in  good  time  about  10.  o’clock  at  Night 
Much  fatigued  &  tired,  it  being  very  bad  &  cold 
walking — The  Snow  in  places  quite  high  and  No 
Moon.  I  hope  they  will  not  be  ill  after  it. 

Janry.  2,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Recd  of  Betty  this  Morn’  for 
Butter  at  is/Sid — 8-  9.  John  &  Neville  Custance  1 
called  on  us  this  Morning.  Very  cold  indeed  to  day, 
&  a  good  deal  of  Snow  fell.  Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Steaks 
&c.  No  Newspapers  came  to  hand  to  day.  Very  cold 
&  hard  Frost,  very  pinching  to  old  Invalids. 

Janry.  3,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston-Church.  He  came  walking  from  Reep- 
ham  and  a  little  Boy  of  Wymers  with  him.  Neither 
Mr.  or  Mrs.  Custance,  Sons  or  Daughters,  Men- 
Servants  or  Maid-Servants  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner 
to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  roasted  &c.  The  cold  Weather 


1  Neville  Custance  was  born  on  Feb.  28,  1790  (see  for  his  birth  and 
christening  vol.  ii,  pp.  177-8  and  200-1).  He  entered  the  army  and  became 
a  Captain  in  the  nth  Hussars.  He  married  in  1833  Frances  Pleasance 
Weston,  daughter  of  Charles  Weston  of  Thorpe,  near  Norwich.  He  died 
Sept.  11,  1880,  having  had  issue  two  sons. 
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this  day  much  affected  me.  My  appetite  however 
(thank  God)  very  good.  We  received  our  Newspapers 
about  Noon  to  day. 

Janry.  4,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Foster  of  Lenewade  Bridge 
called  on  me  and  I  paid  him  his  annual  Bill  for  Flour 
from  January  Ist  1801  to  Janry.  Ist  1802.  9.  4.  o.  Paid 
him  also  for  College  Land  &  L.  Tax.  17.  o.  o — One 
Years  Rent  due  Michaelmas.  1801.  He  stayed  with  me 
from  about  11.  o’clock  this  Morning  till  half  past  2.  in 
the  Afternoon.  N.B.  He  gave  me  no  Receipt  for  the 
College-Land,  having  by  me  forgot  to  be  asked  for. 
Miss  Woodforde  however  saw  me  pay  him.  Dinner  to 
day,  boiled  Beef  &c.  Sitting  so  long  at  one  time  with 
Mr.  Foster  this  Morning  and  in  one  place  made  me 
almost  at  last  unable  to  move.  Mr.  Foster  told  us  that 
Mr.  Jeanes  of  Witchingham  was  in  the  Kings  Bench. 

Janry.  7,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Ben.  Leggatt  a  Years  Wages  due  January 
5th  1802.  the  Sum  of — 10.  o.  o.  Paid  also  Bretingham 
Scurl  a  Years  Wages  due  January  5th  1802.  8.  o.  o. 
Paid  also,  Sally  Gunton  for  a  Years  Wages  due  January 
5th  1802.  5-  5-  Paid  also,  Rob  Case  a  Years  Wages, 
due  January  5th  1802.  2.  2.  o.  Paid  also  to  Bretingham 
Scurl  this  Morning  for  one  dozen  &  one  Bottle  of  Wine 
which  he  paid  Clarke  of  Lenewade  Bridge — 2.  2.  3. 
Paid  also  this  Morning  to  Thomas  Short  of  Honing- 
ham,  Wheel-Wright,  a  Bill  of — 7.  12.  o.  Dinner  to 
day,  Pork  &  Greens  &c.  Betty  Dade  returned  home  in 
the  Afternoon  on  foot  from  Mattishall,  her  Nephew 
Billy  Dade  came  almost  the  whole  way  with  her. 

Janry.  8,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  this  Morning  to  Mr.  John  Palmer,  of 
Morton,  Maltser  for  Malt  &c.  from  January  the  10th 
1801 — to  January  Ist  1802 — 36.  11.6.  Paid  him  before 
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my  Niece  A.  M.  Woodforde.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Co.  of 
Rabbits  &  Onion  Sauce  See.  A  very  cold  Thawe  &  very 
dangerous  walking  to  day  thawing  above  ground  and 
Ice  underneath.  Nancy  not  able  to  go  out  the  whole 
day.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  I  got  out  myself,  even 
with  the  help  of  My  Servant  Man,  Briton.  It  froze 
again  in  the  Evening. 

Janry.  9,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  my  Servant-Maid  (Eliz.  Dade)  this  Morn’ 
a  Years  Wages  due  Janry.  5th  1802.  5.  5.  o.  Mr.  Cus- 
tance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  and  stayed  near  an 
Hour  with  us.  He  came  walking.  Had  my  Study 
Chimney,  Kitchen,  and  Back  Kitchen  Chimnies  swept 
this  Morning,  by  Holland  of  Aylsham.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  See.  Mr.  Michael  Andrews 
brought  our  News  for  us.  Very  cold  again  to  day,  & 
very  distressing  to  me.  Nancy  got  a  bad  Cold,  Mouth 
much  broke  out. 

Janry.  10,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Very  cold  this  Morn’  and  some  Snow  again. 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  Se  Preached  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston  Church,  None  from  Weston  House  there. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted  Sec.  The  present  cold 
Weather  pinches  me  more  Se  more  every  day  I  think — 
am  afraid  to  go  out  even  into  the  Garden  by  myself, 
it  is  so  slippery.  The  present  cold  Weather  is  likely  to 
continue. 

Janry.  11,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Briton  walked  to  Reepham  this  Morning  to  see 
his  Friends  there — returned  to  dinner.  Mr.  Maynard 
called  on  us  this  Morning.  Master  John  Custance  also 
called  on  us  also  this  Morning  whilst  Mr.  Maynard  was 
with  us,  and  stayed  with  us  full  an  Hour.  He  brought 
a  Couple  of  Spaniels  with  him.  Dinner  to  day  part  of 
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a  Neck  of  Mutton  boiled  and  a  couple  of  small  Chicken 
rosted  &c.  I  was  far  from  well  all  the  Whole  dap.  Very 
cold  indeed  again  to  day,  but  fair. 

Janry.  12,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  hard  Frost  indeed  this  Morning  and  was 
so  all  last  Night — It  froze  sharp  all  the  Whole  Night 
and  this  Morning  both  above  Stairs  and  below  and 
almost  instantaneously.  J5  Symonds  of  Reepham, 
Watchmaker,  Son  of  old  Mr.  J§  Symonds,  called  on 
Me  this  Morn’  with  a  Bill  due  to  his  Father  for  clean¬ 
ing  My  Clocks,  from  May  Ist  1 798 — pd  him  o.  16.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Steaks  &c. 

Janry.  14,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  hard  Frost  again  and  Snow  at  times — 
The  cold  Weather  rather  gets  more  severe.  Every 
Appearance  indicates  a  Continuation  of  the  same 
severe  cold  Weather.  Dinner  to  day,  Peas  Soup  &  a 
rabbit  rosted.  Briton  &  Sally  at  Mr.  Salisbury’s  this 
Evening,  Briton  returned  home  in  good  time. 

Janry.  15,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Harder  Frost  than  ever  and  colder,  it  froze 
sharper  to  day  than  any  yet,  it  froze  in  Kitchen.  Paid 
John  Buck  My  Bill  this  Morning  for  the  last  Year  in 
the  Blacksmiths  way  9.  16.  5.1  Recd  of  Ditto  for  old 

1  This  is  our  old  friend  ‘Moonshine’,  the  Smuggler  (see  vol.  iii  entries 
for  June  6,  1788,  Sept.  15-17  and  Oct.  12,  1792),  and  how  much  of  his 
annual  bill  was  for  horse-shoes  and  how  much  for  Brandy,  Rum,  or  Gin 
we  shall  never  know.  A  local  correspondent  has  written  to  me  as  follows : 
‘John  Buck  of  East  Tuddenham  told  me  the  following  (died  Dec.  1928, 
aged  80) :  his  grandfather  [presumably  Moonshine]  had  a  tub  of  gin  and 
some  one  told  on  him — so  he  took  it  to  Billy  Atterton’s  at  Frans  Green 
and  put  it  under  the  bed.  Billy  Atterton  and  his  wife  were  in  bed  with  the 
smallpox.  The  preventive  men  came  and  dragged  the  pits  and  dug  up 
old  Buck’s  garden  but  could  not  find  the  gin.  When  the  excitement  was 
over  Buck  went  for  his  gin,  but  Billy  and  his  wife  had  necked  the  lot  of  it. 
This  house  at  Frans  Green  used  to  be  called  the  Spy  Glass  because  there 
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Iron  at  2/6 — Stone  1.  o.  4.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her 
two  Daughters  made  us  a  morning  visit,  they  came 
walking,  tho’  so  cold — Stayed  with  us  about  an  Hour 
&  returned  as  they  came.  They  each  eat  a  sweet  Cake 
&  drank  some  Mountain.  Dinner  to  day  a  Couple  of 
Ducks  rosted  &c.  Recd  of  Betty  for  Butter  at  Si/Sid 
per  Pl  o.  7.  3-J. 

Janry.  16,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Frost  more  &  more  severe,  The  Milk  in  the 
Dairy  tho’  the  Window  was  covered  over  with  a 
Woollen  Apron  and  the  Milk  covered  also  last  Night, 
it  was  froze  this  Morning  very  hard  indeed.  The  Meat 
which  the  Butcher  brought  us  to  day  we  were  obliged 
to  put  by  the  Kitchen-Fire,  it  being  froze  so  hard.  It 
felt  like  Pieces  of  Wood,  and  sounded  as  such  when  put 
on  the  Table.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted 
See.  Mr.  Michael  Andrews  brought  our  News  to  day. 

Janry.  17,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  we  had  this  Morning 
milder  Weather  and  a  rapid  Thawe  took  Place,  but 
still  very  cold.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  and  Preached 
this  Morning  at  Weston-Church.  None  from  Weston 
H.  at  Church.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Bullocks  Heart 
rosted  &c. 

Janry.  18,  Monday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  Hare 
this  Morning.  It  thawed  again  this  Day,  but  still  the 
Air  cold.  We  shall  get  some  more  cold  Weather  I  am 
apt  to  think  however  as  the  Snow  on  the  ground  does 
not  appear  to  go  away  but  very  slowly  indeed.  Dinner 
to  day,  rost-Beef  &  Norfolk  Dumplins  &c.  Mrs.  Cus¬ 
tance  &  Daughters  at  a  Ball  at  Norwich  this  Ev’. 
Briton  &  Sally  at  Blacksmith  Bucks' this  Evening  till 
10.  o’clock. 

was  a  little  peephole  in  the  roof  and  from  it  all  the  roads  to  Norwich 

could  be  watched.  A  plantation  (Mouse’s  Wood)  now  conceals  them.’ 
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Janry.  19,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  I  was  finely  to  day,  thank  God!  Spirits  better. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Leg  of  Mutton  &c.  Very  wet 
indeed  under  foot  to  day  &  damp — The  Dikes  round 
the  Yard  much  over-flown.  The  Roads  every  where 
full  of  Water.  Very  little  Work  going  on,  now,  but 
threshing.  Very  cold,  very  dark  &  very  damp. 

Janry.  21,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Cap1  Hambleton  Custance 
called  on  us  this  Morning  on  his  Walk  with  his  Dogs 
&  Gun.  He  stayed  with  us  about  half  an  Hour.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  Nice  Hare  rosted  &c.  Very  high  Wind  & 
alarming,  almost  all  the  day,  It  hurried  Me  a  great  deal 
— It  abated  in  a  great  measure  about  10.  o’clock  at 
Night — Thank  God!  we  received  but  little  damage. 
Some  Tiles  from  our  House  See.  blowed  down — And 
the  boarding-Skreen  to  Jericho  injured. 

Janry.  24,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Thank  God!  I  was  finely  to  day, 
Spirits  Good.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Turkey  rosted  Sec. 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston  Church.  Mrs.  Custance  at  Church.  Mr.  Press 
Custance  very  bad  indeed  in  the  Gout. 

Janry.  25,  Monday.  .  .  .  Being  Washing  Week  our 
Washerwomen,  Anne  Downing  &  Anne  Richmond 
breakfasted  Se  dined  here. 

Janry.  26,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  Weather  very  fine  again  this 
Morning.  To  James  Pegg  this  Morning  2  Months  In¬ 
come  Tax,  at  20.  £.  per  Annum — 3.  6.  8.  Dinner  to 
day,  boiled-Calf’s  Head,  Pork  &  Greens. 

Janry.  27,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Sent  Ben  Leggatt  this  Morning  to  Norwich 
with  five  Coomb  of  grey  Peas  to  Mr.  Bloomes  and  to 
pay  Mr.  Priest  a  Bill  for  Wine  &c.  for  which  I  gave 
him  Cash.  Dinner  to  day,  Knuckle  of  Veal  &  Bacon 
Sec.  Ben  returned  home  about  5.  o’clock  this  Evening. 
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He  paid  Mr.  Priest  the  Sum  of  8.  16.  o.  Mr.  Bloome 
sent  me  a  Note  instead  of  Cash.  Mr.  Priest  sent  no 
Note  of  thanks  for  My  Custom  or  asked  for  any  fresh 
orders  at  all. 

Janry.  30,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  with  ten 
Coomb  of  Wheat  to  Mr.  Bloome.  Recd  of  Betty  this 
Morning  for  Butter  at  si/5id.  6.  6f.  Dinner  to  day, 
Breast  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Ben  returned  from 
Norwich  about  6.  o’clock  this  Evening  or  rather  before 
that  time.  He  brought  Me  Cash  for  My  Wheat  at 
s38/od — 19.  o.  o.  N.B.  It  should  have  been  s4o/od.  per 
Coomb  according  to  the  Market  Price  this  Day,  Ben. 
said.  I  was  very  unwell  to  day,  rather  giddy  &  low. 
My  Spirits  much  depressed — Pulse  labouring. 

Janry.  31,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  Will.  Custance  at  Church. 
Mr.  Dade  after  Divine-Service,  set  off  for  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Cambridge.  Cap1  Hambleton  Custance  called 
on  us  this  Morning,  and  should  be  obliged  to  me  if 
I  would  lend  him  my  little  Curricle  to  Morrow  to  go 
to  Kimberly  to  dine  at  Lord  Wodehouses.1  Nancy  had 
a  Letter  this  Morning  from  her  Br  William  Woodforde 
of  Gallhampton — all  well.  N.B.  Not  a  word  in  his 
Letter  mentioned  any  thing  relating  to  my  affairs  in 
Somersett.  It  gave  me  some  Uneasiness  I  must  confess 
at  first.  Oh!  amicitia!  quando  Ego  te  Aspiciam  ? 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  I  was 
finely  to  day  (thank  God)  upon  the  whole. 

Febry.  1,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning  and 
stayed  with  us  near  an  Hour.  Paid  Ben  this  Morning 
1  See  foot-note,  vol.  ii,  p.  125. 
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for  divers  things — 3.  7.  II.  Paid  Taylor  Cary  this 
Morning  for  a  great  Coat  for  my  Servant,  Bretingham 
Scurl,  of  a  brown-Drab  narrow  Cloth  at  s5/od  per 
Yard,  7.  Yards — 1.  5.  o. — Making  &c — 12  /6| — 
1.  17.  6f.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton,  boiled  &c. 
Being  hurried  a  good  deal  this  Morning,  disconcerted 
me  &  made  me  very  nervous.  Lent  my  little  Cart  to 
Mr.  Ham.  Custance  to  go  to  Lord  Wodehouse’s  at 
Kimberly  for  a  Day  or  two. 

Febry.  3,  Wednesday.  ...  All  our  Dykes  about  our 
House  full  of  Water.  Our  Kitchen  Pavement  quite 
damp  with  wet. 

Febry.  4,  Thursday.  .  .  .  Mr.  H.  Custance  sent  home 
our  little  Cart  this  Aft. — by  their  Servant,  Will"1 
Downing,  Coachman. 

Febry.  5,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  called 
on  us  this  Morn’  in  his  walk  with  his  Dog  and  his  Gun. 
Betty  Dade’s  Father  here  this  Morning,  for  2.  Hours 
from  eleven  o’clock  till  one  o’clock.  Dinner  to  day, 
Beef-Steaks  &c.  Very  cold  &  damp  to  day. 

Febry.  6,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Much  Rain  again  this  Morning  tho’  not  heavy. 
Dinner  to  day — Beef-Steak-Pye  &c.  Miss  W.  very 
busy  this  Afternoon,  just  before  Tea  in  airing  &  brush¬ 
ing  up  her  riding-Habit  &c.  N.B. — bem  SaSe  Ha8  beev 
wit#  hep  ivst  be(f>ope — aboue  S roups-  Thank  God!  I  was 
finely  to  day — Nerves  seemed  much  better,  stronger 
than  of  late  days.  Our  Kitchen  Floor  quite  wet  with 
the  Rain.  Tempus  ostendit  omnia,  setius  vel  ocius. 

Febry.  7,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  A  very  squaly  cold  Day  altogether,  Wind,  Snow 
&c.  Rain  at  times  the  whole  Day  long.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  Turkey  rosted  & c.  Miss  W.  wore  her  riding  Habit 
all  Day  to  day  to  destroy  the  Moth  that  had  got  into 
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it,  by  keeping  it  above  Stairs  in  the  Closet,  instead  of 
Drawers — as  she  told  me  this  Morning. — Ita  sic  sit! 
Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston-Church — None  from  Weston-House. 

Febry.  8,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home — Recd  by  Betty  this  Morning  for  2.  Bushells  of 
Wheat  sold  to  W.  Richmond  at  s39/od-pr.  C.  o.  19.  o. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Very  cold 
indeed  &  dark  with  Rain,  Snow  and  Hail,  almost  the 
whole  Day  throughout.  Most  People  think  that  it  is 
the  coldest  Day  we  have  had  this  day,  than  any  this 
Winter  yet, — I  felt  the  cold  all  day  to  day  much  more 
than  any  day  (I  think)  we  had  as  yet  this  Winter. 
Mr.  Press  Custance  told  Briton  this  Morning  (by 
whom  I  sent  up  to  him  Weston-House  Newspapers) 
that  he  recd  a  Letter  on  Saturday  from  Mr.  Anson  of 
Ling,  now  at  Bath,  &  desired  his  Compts  to  us. 

Febry.  10,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters 
called  on  us  this  Morning,  they  came  walking  and  very 
wet  &  dirty  Walk  they  had — Nancy  let  them  have  a 
change  of  Shoes  for  each  of  them.  Mrs.  Custance  & 
Daughters  stayed  about  an  Hour  with  us,  eat  a  Carra- 
way-Seed  Cake  and  drank  a  Glass  of  Mead-Wine 
apiece.  Recd  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  at 
si  — 0.  5.  8-J.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Pork  &  Greens 

&  Dumplins  and  a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted  See.  Thank 
God!  I  was  much  better  than  Yesterday. 

Febry.  11,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Casters  Donne  (Son  of  the  late  Revd  Casters 
Donne)  Nephew  of  Mrs.  Bodham  of  Mattishall,  19. 
Years  of  Age,  and  Student  of  Caius-College  in  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  called  on  us  this  Morn, 
stayed  with  us  about  half  an  Hour  and  then  returned 
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as  he  came  in  his  Aunts  little  Wiskey.  Will1"  Ward,  his 
Aunts  (late  Servant  Man)  came  wth  him.  Casters 
Donne  is  grown  so  Manly  since  I  saw  him  last,  so  stout 
and  tall,  that  I  am  sure  I  should  have  not  known  him 
any  where — He  is  a  very  fine  young  Man  indeed  now — 
And  I  believe  a  very  clever  &  good  Scholar — His  Aunt 
Bodham  supports  him  entirely  as  well  as  his  Sister  who 
lives  with  her  Aunt.1  Dinner  to  day,  a  Neck  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c. 

Febry.  14,  Sunday  Valentines  Day.  We  breakfasted, 
dined,  &c.  again  at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  and 
Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston-Church — None 
from  Weston-House  at  Church  to  day.  Very  few 
People  at  Church  to  day.  Mr.  Custance  called  on  us 
about  Noon  and  stayed  near  an  Hour — he  came  walk¬ 
ing.  Dinner  to  day,  some  fryed  Fish  (small  Codlings) 
a  Piece  of  rost  Beef  and  a  plumb-Pudding— A  great 
deal  of  Snow  fell  this  Afternoon. 

Febry.  15,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Miss  Woodforde  got  up  very  unwell  this  Morn 
having  the  blind  Piles  upon  her  all  last  Night  which 
obliged  her  to  get  up  early  this  Morning.  She  took 
some  brimstone  &  Treakle  for  the  same  soon  after  she 
came  down  Stairs,  which  is  recommended  by  Dr. 
Buchan.2  Yesterday  being  Sunday  &  Valentine’s  Day, 
the  Children  of  my  Parish  went  about  for  their  Valen¬ 
tines  Gifts  this  Morning,  to  whom  I  gave  at  one  penny 
each — 72 — in  number — 0.  6.  o.  Mr.  Custance  called 
on  me  again  this  Morning.  It  was  about  his  Maltster, 
Young  Palmer,  charging  him  too  high  for  Malt  in 
Decembr  last.  Dinner  to  day,  cold  rost  Beef  &c. 

Febry.  17,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 

1  See  foot-note,  vol.  ii,  pp.  234-5. 

2  See  foot-note,  vol.  iv,  p.  136. 
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at  home.  Nancy  rather  worse  this  Morning,  more 
painfull,  but  very  fretfull  &  restless.  I  was  but  very 
indifferent  this  Morning,  but  the  Weather  much 
against  Invalids,  so  damp  &  cold.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg 
of  Mutton  rosted  & c.  Sent  Ben  over  to  Mattishall  to 
Dr.  Thorne’s  this  Afternoon  to  desire  him  to  call  at 
Weston-Parsonage  to  Morrow  Morn’,  on  Miss  W.s 
being  ill.  I  dreamt  last  Night  of  having  lost  or  drawn 
two  large  teeth  with  little  or  no  pain.  Sent  Benjamin 
Legget  this  Afternoon  over  to  Mattishall  to  desire 
Mr.  Thorne  to  send  her  over  something  for  her  Com¬ 
plaint  which  is  the  blind-Piles — having  been  in  that 
Complaint  for  a  few  days  only  before  to  day.  The 
Doctor  sent  her  a  few  Pills,  charging  her  to  abstain 
from  Port-Wine,  Salt  Meats,  all  Malt-Liquor,  Cheese 
&  but  little  Butter.  I  was  but  very  indifferent  to  day  & 
very  low. 

Febry.  18,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Nancy  continues  near  the  same,  rather 
better.  I  was  indifferent  indeed  this  Morning.  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Daughters  sent  their  Compliments  to  us 
this  Morning  and  would  drink  Tea  with  us  if  agreeable 
— to  Morrow  in  the  Afternoon,  but  Nancy  sent  word 
that  she  was  too  unwell  to  see  them.  Nancy  is  better 
to  day  but  far  from  well.  Dinner  to  day,  Hash- 
Mutton  &  c. 

Febry.  20,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Thorne  (alias  Dr.)  called  about  Noon 
and  stayed  about  an  Hour  with  us.  He  says  Nancy’s 
Complaint  is  an  internal  one.  The  Dr.  drank  a  small 
Tumbler  of  Brandy  &  Cold  Water  he  having  a  bad 
Cold.  The  Dr.  says  that  it  will  take  a  little  time  to 
set  her  right  by  a  due  course  of  Medicine.  Sent  Ben 
to  Norwich  this  Morning  with  ten  Coomb  of  Barley 
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to  Mr.  Bloome’s.  Dinner  to  da y,  a  Breast  of  Veal 
rosted  &c.  Ben  returned  from  Norwich  this  Evening 
between  five  and  six  o’clock,  he  brought  me  Cash  for 
the  Barley — at  19/0 — 9.  10.  o.  Nancy  had  a  Letter 
from.  Mrs.  Jane  Grove  from  Melbury  in  Dorsetshire. 
Very  low,  faint  and  very  unwell  all  the  Morn’.  I  dont 
know  that  I  ever  felt  myself  so  depressed  and  so  spirit¬ 
less  as  this  very  day.  Nancy  out  of  Temper  all  the 
Whole  day,  very  saucy. 

Febry.  21,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  near  the  same  as  Yesterday,  if  any, 
better.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance  &  daughters 
at  Church.  Very  unwell  indeed.  My  Spirits  or  the 
Vis  Vitae  almost  extinguished.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed 
Fish  &  a  Rabbit  rosted  &c.  Very  damp,  cold  Weather, 
&  Lands  glutted  with  Rain.  Nevertheless  I  don’t  think 
we  shall  have  a  late  Spring.  Pray  God !  things  & c.  may 
e’er  long  better  change. 

[Five  lines  of  the  entry  for  this  day  are  crossed  out, 
but  as  the  words  ‘very  pert  and  saucy’  seem  to  be 
decipherable,  the  deleted  lines  probably  comment  on 
Nancy’s  temper.  A  large  hand  is  drawn  by  the 
Diarist  in  the  margin  pointing  prominently  to  the 
remark  about  his  own  health.] 

Febry.  22,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Nancy,  rather  better  than  Worse,  tho’  very 
poorly.  Paid  Ben  this  Morning  for  things,  o.  15.  7. 
Paid  Betty,  ditto  for  ditto  o.  16.  10.  I  was  very  low 
to  day,  tho’  I  thank  God !  I  am  as  well  as  I  am  at  this 
present  writing.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted 
&c.  Sent  Ben,  this  Morning,  to  Mr.  Thorne’s  at 
Mattishall  after  Medicine  for  Miss  Woodforde.  She 
took  some  of  it  almost  immediately,  and  soon  after 
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dinner  she  felt  herself  rather  uneasy.  Horse — Rodney 
— ill.  John  Reeve  the  Farrier  with  him. 

Febry.  23,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  appeared  somewhat  better  this  Morn’. 
Mr.  Maynard  made  us  a  Morning  visit.  I  was  very, 
very  indifferent  to  day  indeed,  so  very  low.  Dr. Thorne 
called  on  us,  just  as  we  had  sat  down  to  dinner,  and 
he  stayed  &  eat  a  bit  with  us.  He  went  away  soon 
after  he  had  dined.  Nancy  takes  some  new  Medicine 
this  Evening  going  to  bed,  some  of  the  Cicuta  or  Hem¬ 
lock.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Mr. 
Thorne  apprehended  Nancy’s  Complaint  to  be  rather 
scrophulous  than  otherwise. 

Febry.  24,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Recd  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  at 
1/5-3 — 3.  7f.  Very  indifferent  and  low  all  the  Day — 
by  Myself  almost  the  Whole  Morning— A.  M.  W.  kept 
above  stairs  till  Dinner  time  being  sulky.  Dinner  to 
day,  a  Cottage-Pye  of  Veal  &c.  Nancy  dined  on 
Mince-Veal  entirely  &  Potatoes. 

Febry.  25,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Nancy  goes  on  with  her  new  Medicine  the 
Cicuta  or  Hemlock  and  does  not  at  all  as  yet  disagree 
with  her — what  it  will  God  only  knows,  I  hope  it  will 
be  for  the  best.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  A  great  deal  of  Rain  indeed  in  the  last 
Night.  The  Land  all  round  us  quite  deluged  with 
Rain — The  Water  in  the  Dike  by  the  Kitchen  Garden 
quite  up  to  the  garden  Wall — every  Ditch  full. 

Febry.  26,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dr.  Thorne  sent  his  Apprentice  to  see  Nancy 
this  Morning  as  he  could  not  come  himself  being  with 
a  Woman  in  childbed.  I  was  very  indifferent  &  uneasy 
to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &c. 
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Febry.  27,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Paid  Rob1  Cary  (Taylor)  this  Morning  for 
a  Pair  new  Velveret  Breeches  1.  6.  1.  Mr.  Custance 
and  with  him  Sr  Edmd  Bacon  called  on  us  in  their 
Morning  Walk.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  to  Norwich  on 
horseback  to  settle  My  Coal  &  Corn  Accounts  for  the 
Year,  last  past. — He  returned  home  about  5.  this  Even. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  boiled  Fowl  &  Pork  &  Greens  &c. 
Paid  Mr.  Bloome  for  Coal  in  1801  17.  5.  o.  Recd  of 
Mr.  Bloome  for  Corn  in  1801  34.  18.  6.  I  was  very 
unwell  again  to  day.  Miss  W. — better. 

Febry.  28,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston-Church.  Mrs.  Custance  at  Church  as  was 
also  with  her  Sr  Edmd  Bacon  but  not  Mr.  C. — Dr. 
Thorne  called  on  Nancy  about  Noon-time.  The  Doc¬ 
tor  says  she  is  better  &  might  drink  Wine.  Dinner  to 
day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Briton  walked  over  to 
Reepham  this  Morning  to  see  a  poor  Brother  John  who 
is  in  a  decline.  He  returned  home  to  attend  at  dinner 
&c.  His  poor  Brother  he  left  almost  gone  in  a  Decline. 
I  was  very  poorly  all  the  Morning,  so  faint — and  so 
nervous  at  times  as  almost  afraid  to  move  and  what  is 
worse  than  all — poene  obliviscendus. 

March  2,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  felt  something  better  this  Morning  I  think. 
But  still  very  much  oppressed  with  Wind  which 
afflicted  my  Head  greatly  at  times.  Dinner  to  day 
boiled  Veal,  Pork  &  Greens  &  Fritters  as  it  was  Shrove- 
Tuesday.  Cold  &  damp  &  some  Rain— bad  for  Wash¬ 
ing  Week.  Ben  very  poorly  this  Afternoon.  Nancy 
seems  rather  better,  but  still  does  not  go  near  so  well 
as  I  could  wish  to  see  her.  She  hath  entirely  left  taking 
the  Cicuta  or  Hemlock  Pills — having  no  Effect  what- 

372 


1802 

ever.  I  hope  that  what  she  hath  taken  of  them  will  not 
injure  her  at  any  future  time — as  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
very  hazardous  Medicine.  The  Afternoon  turned  out 
rather  fair  &  drier.  My  Servant  Man  (Ben:  Leggat) 
poorly  this  Afternoon:  My  Servant  Maid  also  (Sally 
Gunton)  very  bad  in  a  cold,  coughed  very  Much  to 
day,  obliged  to  go  to  bed  early  to  night.  I  gave  them 
both  at  going  to  bed,  a  small  dose  of  Rhubarb. 

March  3,  Ash-Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c. 
again  at  home.  Our  People  rather  better  this  Morning 
than  Worse.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  Nancy  this  Morn — 
No  more  Medicine  or  Physic  to  be  taken  by  her  as  she 
is  now  finely — she  finished  what  she  had  this  Morn.  I 
desired  him  to  do  something  for  Ben  &  Sally.  Dinner 
to  day,  Salt  Fish  &  Fritters  &  Eggs.  Sent  the  Boy  over 
to  Mattishall  this  Afternoon  to  Dr.  Thorne’s  for 
Medicine  for  Ben  and  Sally.  My  four  old  Turkies  lost 
within  the  last  Week — supposed  to  have  been  stolen. 

March  4,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters  made 
us  a  long  Morning  Visit.  I  was  very  faint  &  giddy  soon 
after  Mrs.  Custance  left  us.  Sat  too  long  at  one  time 
together,  I  apprehended  was  perhaps  the  Occasion  of 
it.  It  alarmed  me  a  good  deal  &  hurried  me.  Ben  (I 
think)  seemed  a  little  better  to  day.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  Beef  &  Apple-Dumplins  &c.  Our  oldest  Sow 
had  a  litter  of  eight  Pigs. 

March  6,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  at  1/5F  Pr  Pint — 
o.  2.  io-J.  Sent  Ben  to  Norwich  this  Morning  early, 
with  nine  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloome  and  also  to 
pay  Mr.  Priest  for  the  two  Dozen  the  last  Port  Wine 
had  of  him.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  us  again  this  Morn¬ 
ing.  Our  Folks  in  Kitchen  he  found  very  finely. 
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Dinner  to  day  boiled  Beef  &c.  Ben  returned  from 
Norwich  this  Afternoon  between  5.  &  6.  o’clock — and 
brought  me  Cash  for  My  Barley  at  20s/od.  Per  Coomb. 
9.  o.  o.  He  paid  Mr.  Priest  a  Bill  for  me  for  Wine 
3.  16.  o.  No  Note  returned  from  Mr.  Priest  at  all  or 
thanks.  The  public  Papers  report  that  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  was  dead — died  on  Sunday  last,  overstraining 
himself  at  playing  Tennis.  He  had  (it  is  said)  for  many 
Years  been  troubled  with  a  rupture  which  had  a  fatal 
effect  at  last.  He  was  universally  respected,  and  did 
much  publick  Good,  particularly  in  Agriculture,  and 
his  Death  must  be  universally  felt.  The  Duke  was  only 
thirty  seven  Years  of  Age.1 

March  8,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Ben,  this  Morning  for  divers  things  going 
to  Norwich  with  Corn  &c.  4.  12.  9.  Paid  Betty  this 
Morn’  for  divers — o.  13.  7.  Paid  Briton  ditto  this 
Morn’  for  ditto,  o.  7.  ioj.  Dinner  to  day  a  Turkey 
rosted  &c.  Our  Folks  in  Kitchen  getting  finely. 

March  9,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  rather  poorly  to  day,  but  not  very  bad. 

1  Francis  Russell,  5th  Duke  of  Bedford,  1765-1802,  was  an  ardent  whig 
politician  and  a  devoted  disciple  of  Fox.  For  his  sympathetic  attitude 
towards  the  French  Revolution,  but  mainly  for  his  criticism  of  Burke  for 
taking  a  pension,  he,  in  1796,  called  forth  the  latter’s  celebrated  ‘Letter  to  a 
Noble  Lord’.  ‘Why’,  exclaimed  Burke,  ‘will  his  Grace  by  attacking  me 
force  me  to  compare  my  little  merit  with  that  which  obtained  from  the 
Crown  those  prodigies  of  profuse  donation  by  which  he  tramples  on  the 
mediocrity  of  humble  and  laborious  individuals?’  But  though  the  Duke 
deserved  all  he  got  from  the  outraged  Burke  on  this  occasion  he  was  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  man  whose  agricultural  experiments  and  model  farm  at  Woburn 
were  justly  esteemed.  He  was  a  member  of  the  original  Board  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  1793.  He  transformed  his  London  estates,  and  Russell  and  Tavistock 
Squares  were  erected  (1800)  on  the  site  of  Bedford  House  and  gardens. 
On  his  death  he  left  £5,000  to  Fox  and  the  rest  of  his  personal  estate  to 
his  brother — father  of  the  most  illustrious  member  of  his  house — 
Lord  John  Russell.  (See  Burke’s  Letter  to  a  Noble  Lord  and  the  D.N.B.) 
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Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  I  thank  God!  made  a 
very  good  Dinner  on  the  rost  Beef  and  enjoyed  it  with 
appetite.  I  am  always  better  after  Dinner. 

March  13,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  for  the  last  Week 
sold  to  Betty  Cary  at  ls/5id  per  Pint  o.  2.  104.  Young 
Stephen  Andrews’s  Servant  Maid  (Sarah  Spooner — 
abt.  21)  cut  her  Throat  this  Morning  about  8.  o’clock, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  not  so  dangerous  as  to  be  incur¬ 
able.  We  could  not  hear  of  any  reason  given  for  so  bad 
and  rash  an  action.  Dr.  Thorne  was  sent  for  imme¬ 
diately  but  could  not  come  being  engaged,  but  sent 
his  Apprentice — Mr.  Rainbird.  The  before  men¬ 
tioned  rash  &  hasty  bad  action  affected  me  a  good  deal, 
being  so  nervous.  Pray  God!  she  may  sincerely  repent 
of  the  same  and  never  be  guilty  of  such  an  action  again 
— and  that  she  might  recover  of  this.  Dinner  to  day, 
boiled  beef — &c.  We  had  no  Newspapers  at  all  to  day. 
Young  Stephen  Andrews  sent  the  above  Girl  to  her 
Friends  soon  after  Throat  was  sown  up— They  live  at 
Horsforth  near  Norwich. 

March  14,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home— Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn’ 
at  Weston  Church — None  from  Weston  H:  there.  I 
was  very  nervous  &  very  poorly  to  day.  Briton  went  to 
Reepham  this  Morning  to  see  a  poor  Brother,  who  is 
in  a  deep  Consumption.  He  returned  home  to  dinner 
— His  Brother  alive  but  no  hopes  at  all  of  his  recovery. 
Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted,  &c.  The  late 
Duke  of  Bedford  was  buried  very  privately  indeed 
according  to  his  desire.  A  Mr.  Gotobed  his  Steward — - 
principal  Attendant.  Very  little  Appearance  by  the 
Papers  of  Peace  being  finally  settled  with  France  & c. 

March  16,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
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at  home.  I  was  very  indifferent  again  this  Morning. 
I  walked  out  after  breakfast  with  Nancy  for  a  little 
time  in  the  Garden  this  Morning  but  the  Air  was  so 
very  cold  that  it  pinched  me  much  and  made  me  quite 
ill  afterwards.  Brewed  some  strong  Beer  to  day. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Veal,  Pork  and  Greens  &c. 
Thank  God !  after  Dinner  I  got  somewhat  better — but 
was  very  much  depressed  with  lowness  of  Spirits. 

March  17,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Nancy  walked  up  to  Weston  House  this 
Morning  and  made  Mrs.  Custance  a  Visit — Mr.  Cus- 
tance  was  not  at  home — Nancy  returned  to  dinner. 
Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  & c.  Mr.  May¬ 
nard  called  here  this  Morning  soon  after  N ancy  was  gone 
to  Weston  House.  I  was  very  very  indifferent  indeed  to 
day.  Nancy  was  asked  by  Mrs.  Custance  to  dine  there 
— Mr.  Press  Custance,  Mr.  Mellish  of  Tuddenham, 
and  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparhem  were  to  dine  there. 

March  18,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  was  taken  very  giddy  this  Morning  before 
I  came  down  Stairs  whilst  I  was  washing  my  Face  & 
Hands  in  the  Passage  next  my  Room  and  afraid  to  go 
down  Stairs  without  help.  After  breakfast  I  got  some¬ 
thing  better.  Betty’s  Father  (Willm.  Dade  of  Mattis- 
hall)  came  here  this  Morning  ab1  breakfast  time  to  see 
his  Daughter.  Briton’s  Father  from  Reepham  by 
Name  Robert  Scurl,  Baker,  called  here  this  Morning 
to  see  his  Son  and  to  inform  him,  that  his  poor  weak 
consumptive  Brother  was  released  from  his  Misery — 
died  on  Tuesday.  His  Name  was  John,  only  20  years 
of  Age.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Neck  of  Mutton  &c. 
Nancy  not  liking  boiled  Neck  of  Mutton,  had  a  Mutton 
Stake  taken  from  the  Neck  before  it  was  boiled — on 
wch  she  dined.  I  continued  but  poorly  all  the  day,  tho’ 
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better  in  the  Afternoon  and  Evening — About  Noon 
time  almost  every  Day  I  feel  poorly. 

March  20,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  ill  indeed  to  day  between  breakfast  and 
Dinner,  so  giddy  and  faint,  afraid  to  move  or  to  be 
alone,  sadly  indeed.  After  dinner  somewhat  better 
than  worse.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  & c. 
I  made  a  better  Dinner  than  I  expected.  I  walked  out 
to  day  in  the  Morning  and  in  the  Afternoon,  but  the 
air  being  cold,  could  not  stay  out  long  together  in  it, 
as  I  thought  it  was  too  cold  for  me  to  be  out  too  long. 
No  Newspapers  came  to  hand  at  all  to  day.  I  felt 
something  better  towards  the  evening. 

March  21,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  better  to  day  (thank  God)  than  Yester¬ 
day.  Mr.  Dade  (My  Curate)  called  on  us  about  Noon 
and  stayed  with  us  till  he  went  to  do  Duty  at  Weston 
Church  this  Afternoon.  Our  Norwich  News  Paper 
was  reed,  this  Morning  but  our  Ipswich  Paper,  the 
Butchers  Boy  lost  out  of  his  Pocket,  coming  from 
Lyng.  Briton  went  to  Reepham  this  afternoon  to 
attend  at  the  Funeral  of  his  deceased  Brother.  Dinner 
to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted.  Mr.  Mann  called  here 
this  Evening  about  having  a  Child  Christened.  N.B. 
Mr.  Dade  being  going  to  Cambridge  soon,  desired  me 
to  get  a  supply  for  him  if  I  could  at  Weston  Church  on 
Sunday  April  4th  or  the  nth. 

March  24,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  here  this  Morning.  He 
brought  me  a  very  small  black-Wedgwood  Ink-Stand 
which  he  got  at  Norwich  for  me  by  my  desire.  It  is  too 
small — paid  him  for  it — 1.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled 
Beef  &c.  I  was  finely  this  Aft:  the  air  being  much 
softer.  Very  great  and  sudden  alteration  of  Weather 
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this  Afternoon  about  4.  o’clock  from  cold  to  heat  with 
little  or  no  Wind  stirring.  It  seemed  to  do  me  much 
good  all  at  once.  The  Air  within  doors  quite  cold  to 
that  without. 

March  2 6,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  fine  Spring  Weather ;  very  pleasant  indeed. 
It  made  me  feel  much  better  than  of  late.  I  walked  out 
a  good  deal  to  day  in  my  Garden.  Dinner  to  day, 
Cottage-Pye  &c. 

March  27,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  at  1/5-J.  o.  2.  II. 
I  had  a  very  restless,  disagreeable  Night  of  it  being 
awake  almost  the  whole  Night,  Spirits  much  oppressed, 
very  much  hurried  and  at  times  troubled  with  the 
Cramp  in  both  feet.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to 
Norwich  with  6.  Coomb  of  grey  Peas  to  Mr.  Bloome. 
Dinner  to  day,  a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted  & c.  Ben 
returned  home  between  5  and  6  this  Even’.  He 
brought  me  Cash  for  my  Peas  at  i6s/od — 4.  4.  o. 
Very  unwell  to  day  &  very  feverish.  In  the  Evening 
after  Supper,  better  by  drinking  some  Brandy  and 
Water,  about  half  a  Pint. 

March  28,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  had  two  Letters  this  Morning,  one  from 
her  Brother  Sami.  Woodforde  of  London  and  the 
other  from  Mr.  Edwd.  Dyne  Attorney,  London,  con¬ 
cerning  some  Mortgage  Deeds  to  be  sent  here  for  me 
to  sign  them — being  concerned  in  it.  Mr.  Dade  read 
Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church. 
Gave  Notice  that  there  wd  be  no  Service  next  Sunday, 
his  going  to  Cambridge.  I  thank  God !  was  somewhat 
better  than  Yesterday!  Spirits  less  depressed.  Weston 
House  Family  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner  to  day, 
Fillet  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Ben  went  to  Crownthorp 
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this  Morning  on  his  own  private  Concerns,  having  an 
estate  there.  He  returned  home  to  dinner,  &  very  well 
indeed. 

March  31,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Mrs.  Bodham  with  her  niece  Miss 
Donne  came  to  us  about  Noon,  and  they  dined,  & 
spent  the  Afternoon  with  us,  and  after  Tea,  about 
7.  o’clock  returned  for  home.  Dinner,  boiled  Leg  of 
Mutton  &  a  Pudding.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  an  After¬ 
noon  Visit  about  Tea  time  &  stayed  near  an  Hour  with 
us — but  drank  no  Tea,  having  given  it  up.  Mrs.  Bod¬ 
ham  looked  remarkably  well  indeed.  Her  late  Journey 
to  London  I  think  did  her  great  good  with  regard  to 
Health.  Mrs.  Bodham  brought  us  the  News  of  the 
Preliminaries  of  Peace  being  actually  signed.1 

April  1st,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Thank  God !  I  was  finely  this  Morning. 
Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  It  being 
fine  weather  (tho’  cold)  I  walked  out  for  some  time  to 
day.  We  had  8  Goslings  to  day  by  the  Young  Goose. 
The  Bacon  Family  expected  at  Weston  House. 

April  2,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  walked  about  a  good  deal  this  Morning  after 
breakfast — I  am  afraid  rather  too  long  as  I  was  after 
coming  in,  taken  very  comical — very  giddy,  afraid 
almost  to  move.  Dinner  to  day,  Salt  Fish  &  a  Fowl 
rosted  &c. 

April  4,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  No  duty  at  Weston-Church  to  day,  Mr.  Dade 
being  gone  to  Cambridge.  Mrs.  Custance  with  Lady 

1  See  footnote  to  entry  for  Oct.  3,  1801.  It  had  taken  nearly  six  months 
for  the  preliminaries  of  peace  to  be  made  definitive.  Joseph  Bonaparte 
acted  for  France  and  Lord  Cornwallis  for  England.  The  final  signatures 
were  appended  on  March  27,  1802. 
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Bacon  &  Edmd.  Bacon  her  eldest  Son,  called  on  us  this 
Morn’  and  made  us  a  very  short  Visit  indeed  abfc  20- 
Minutes.  Nancy  took  a  ride  with  them  for  about  half 
an  hour.  Sent  a  Note  this  Morning  to  Mr.  Stoughton 
of  Sparham  to  desire  him  to  do  duty  at  Weston 
Church  on  Sunday  the  11.  Instant — I  reed,  a  Note 
from  him  in  return,  that  he  was  so  ill,  being  taken  so 
very  lately,  that  he  could  not.  I  was  very  sorry  indeed 
to  hear  of  it.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Veal  rosted  & c. 
Mr.  Stoughton  (Briton  says)  is  very  dangerously  ill 
indeed,  something  of  the  gout  flying  abl  him,  is  very 
feverish  &  head-ake  violently. 

April  5,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  A  most  delightfull  Spring  Morn’  &  day. 
Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted  & c.  I  was 
very  weak  &  poorly  to  day.  Mr.  Salisbury  brought  us 
a  nice  Pike  this  Afternoon  of  about  three  Pounds 
Weight.  Vegetation  in  great  forwardness  to  day. 
Our  Apricot  Tree  very  full  indeed  of  Fruit — all  set 
and  I  think,  now  out  of  danger.  I  thank  God!  made 
a  very  good  dinner.  Neighbour  Clarke’s  Daughter 
(Amy  Clarke)  ab1  20.  Years  of  Age  departed  this  Life 
this  afternoon — Nature  being  quite  exhausted.  She 
died  of  a  galloping  Consumption.  It  is  a  happy  release 
for  her,  poor  Creature.  Her  Sufferings  here  are  now 
(I  hope)  succeeded  by  a  never  ending  felicity.  Anne 
Downing  and  Anne  Richmond  our  two  Washerwomen 
breakfasted  and  dined  here.  Very  fine  Weather  indeed 
for  our  washing. 

April  6,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Miss  Woodforde  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon 
at  Weston-House — Mrs.  Custance  with  Lady  Bacon 
came  after  her.  I  remained  at  home  solus  cum  solo, 
Had  for  my  Dinner  some  boiled  Beef  &c.  Nancy 
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returned  home  about  8.  o’clock  this  Ev’.  Mr.  Press 
Custance  dined  at  Weston  House  to  da y.  I  was  pretty 
tolerable  to  day,  thank  God  for  it. 

April  7,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning.  I 
was  rather  faint  &  weak  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Pike 
rested  &c.  Sent  my  poor  Neighbour  Will:  Richmond 
to  day  a  Bottle  (and  the  last  I  had)  of  very  old  strong 
Beer  io  yrs  old,  he  being  dropsically  inclined. 

April  8,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  dined  &  spent  the  Afternoon 
with  us  but  could  not  drink  Tea  with  us — as  he  had  to 
bury  our  poor  Neighbour  Clarke’s  Daughter  (Amy 
Clarke)  which  he  did  about  6  this  Even’.  I  was  very 
sadly  indeed  to  day — Very  low  &  spiritless.  Dinner  to 
day,  rost  Beef  &  a  Yorkshire  Pudding.  Amy  Clarke 
was  about  20.  Years  of  Age.  A  Funeral,  so  near  me, 
affected  me  much.  Mr.  Maynard  looked  quite 
weather  beaten  &  old. 

April  9,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  Jn  Cox  of  this  Parish  being  in  a  decline  lately 
come  into  this  Place — gave  o.  I.  o,  a  shoemaker  by 
business.  His  Wife  came  to  ask  something  for  him. 
They  live  in  the  poor  House  on  Hungate-Common. 
One  of  our  Cows,  Beauty,  was  choaked  by  a  Turnip 
sticking  in  her  Throat,  but  getting  a  choaking  Line 
from  young  Stephen  Andrews  it  was  soon  removed  by 
forcing  it  downwards.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Skaite 
and  a  Breast  of  Mutton  rested  &c.  I  was  finely  to  day 
to  what  I  was  Yesterday. 

April  II,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  slept  but  very  little  last  Night,  there  being  a 
strong  and  rough  North-Westerly  Wind  all  the  whole 
Night  almost  making  the  doors  &  Windows  above  & 
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below  continually  ratling — No  service  at  Weston 
Church  to  day,  Mr.  Dade  not  being  returned  from 
Cambridge  as  yet,  and  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  (to 
whom  I  applied)  being  so  very  ill  that  he  was  unable 
to  do  duty  at  his  own  Church — in  short,  so  ill,  as  to  be 
carried  to  Norwich  to  be  under  Doctor  Beevor’s  con¬ 
tinual  direction  &  advice.  Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of 
Veal  rosted  &c. 

April  12,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Ben,  this  Morn’  for  divers  things — 
3.  13.  7-J.  Paid  Betty,  ditto — for  ditto — o.  14.  9.  Paid 
Briton,  for  a  Pike,  from  Spurgeon — 1.  o.  Very  cold 
indeed  to  day  with  Storms  of  Snow,  Hail  and  some 
Thunder  and  Rain.  The  cold  Air  to  day  pinched  me 
much  to  day.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  two  Daughters 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit  and  for  near  an  Hour.  Mrs. 
Custance  looked  rather  oldish  to  day.  Poor  Mr. 
Stoughton  of  Sparham,  it  is  reported  to  day,  was  given 
over  by  the  faculty  at  Norwich  which  I  sincerely  hope, 
will  not  prove  true.  Dinner  to  day,  Boiled  Veal  & 
Pork  &  Greens. 

April  13,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  James  Pegg  this  Morn’  by  Betty,  pd. 
3.  6.  8  being  two  Months  Income  Tax — at  twenty 
Pounds  Pr  Annum — Valued  at  200  £  pr  Annum  N.B. — 
The  above  Tax  to  be  repealed  this  Month — is  now 
pretty  generally  believed  if  not  already  done — it  being 
universally  disliked.1  Very  cold  to  day  with  Hail, 
Snow  and  Rain  at  times.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c.  Had  a  Note  this  Evening  from 

1  Pitt’s  Income  Tax  was  repealed  in  this  pear  by  42  Geo.  Ill,  c.  42.  In 
1801  it  had  produced  £5, 600, 000.  The  repeal  was  short-lived.  War  broke 
out  again  in  May,  1803,  and  the  tax  was  reimposed  in  a  modified  form  by 
Addington.  (See  Dowell’s  History  of  Taxation,  vol.  iii,  pp.  95  and  99.) 
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Mr.  Press  Custance  of  Hungate-Lodge,  informing  us 
that  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  who  is  now  at 
Norwich  under  Dr.  Beevor  is  better  and  declared  out 
of  danger — Mr.  P.  Custance  having  been  at  Norwich 
to  da y.  I  was  very  indifferent  all  day,  the  Weather 
being  severely  &  bitterly  cold  to  day.  To  Will:  Rich¬ 
mond  being  very  ill  sent— o.  2.  6. 

April  15,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Briton  to  Norwich  this  Morning  after 
many  things,  but  chiefly  to  enquire  for  Mr.  Stoughton 
of  Sparham’s  Health,  who  is  still  under  Dr.  Beevors 
care  at  Norwich.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton 
rosted  &c.  Briton  returned  from  Norwich  about 
6-o’clock  this  Evening,  he  brought  us  word  that  Mr. 
Stoughton  was  rather  better,  but  still  very  weak  and 
very  poorly  indeed.  Last  Sunday,  he  was  given  over 
by  the  faculty,  but  in  the  Evening,  some  favourable 
Symptoms  appearing,  he  got  a  small  matter  better,  & 
I  hope  sincerely,  will  now  recover.  Briton  brought  me 
a  dozen  Bottles  of  Port  Wine  from  Mr.  Priests  from 
Norwich  and  he  paid  for  the  same — 13.  B.  to  the 
dozen. 

April  16,  Good-Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers,  and  Adminis¬ 
tered  the  Holy  Sacrament  this  Morning  at  Weston 
Church — Mrs.  Custance  was  there.  Mr.  Custance  sent 
us  a  nice  Cucumber.  The  first  we  have  seen  this  Year. 
Dinner  to  day,  salt  Fish  &  Fritters.  I  was  very  poorly 
to  day,  so  very  nervous,  with  a  bad  cold  also  and  a 
Cough.  A  fine  growing  day,  tho’  the  air  was  cool. 

April  17,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  got  up  very  early  this  Morning  and  was  very 
weak  indeed— and  very  faint  all  day.  Rather  disturbed 
this  Morn’  when  Betty  got  up,  by  our  dogs  barking 
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at  the  opening  of  our  front  door  into  the  Garden  when 
the  doors  were  opened.  Dinner  to  day,  Calfs  Fry  &c. — 
eat  very  little.  No  News  arrived  to  day  at  all.  Linguam 
quam  vulgarem — quam  indecoram.1 

April  1 8,  Easter  Day.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Our  Ipswich  &  Norwich  News  came  this 
Morn’.  Cold  very  bad  this  Morning,  coughed  much, 
and  very  weak  on  my  Legs  and  faint.  I  walked  a  little 
in  the  Garden,  it  being  mildish.  Took  some  Water- 
Gruel  this  Morn’  for  my  Cough.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin 
of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church.  He  called  after 
Divine  Service  and  then  set  off  for  Dereham  in  his 
road  to  Cambridge.  Very  much  out  of  order  indeed 
all  this  day. 

April  19,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  us  this  Morning.  Got  up 
very  poorly  indeed,  cough  very  painful.  Stomach  very 
sore  by  coughing  &  feverish.  Saw  the  first  Swallow 
this  Morn’  about  Noon.  To  two  poor  Sailors  this 
Morning,  gave  o.  o.  6.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Ham  & 
a  Couple  of  Fowls.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  at 
si/5fd.  o.  2.  11.  Gave  my  Clark,  his  annual  Easter 
Fee  o.  2.  6.  Nancy’s  Pigg  killed  this  Morning — 1. 
Year  old.  Weight — eleven  Stone. 

April  22,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Briton  this  Morn’  for  divers  things  from 
Norwich  &c.  a  Bill  of  5.  2.  2|-.  We  cut  a  very  fine 
Cucumber  this  Morning  for  the  first  this  Season.  The 
Plant  that  it  was  cut  from  had  not  been  in  the  bed  but 
only  5.  Weeks  Yesterday.  Dinner  to  day,  Fish — Cod, 
&  a  Loin  of  Pork  rosted  &c. 

April  25,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 

1  Perhaps  Nancy  was  being  unusually  pert  and  saucy! 
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home.  Mr.  St.  John  Priest  of  Reepham  read  Prayers 
and  Preached  this  Morning  at  Weston  Church  for 
Mr.  Dade.  Mrs.  Custance  at  Church,  &  also  My  niece. 
Mr.  Priest  was  liked  both  in  reading  &  Preaching.  Mr. 
Priest  came  in  a  Whiskey  from  Dereham.  Nancy  had 
a  large  Cargo  of  Parchment  Writings  brought  her  this 
Morning  by  James  Hardy,  which  he  reed,  at  Norwich 
Yesterday.  They  are  Deeds  of  Mortgage  of  Lands  in 
Somersett  to  Miss  Woodforde.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin 
of  Veal  rested  &c.  Mr.  Girling  sent  to  Mr.  Priest  to 
desire  him  to  bury  his  Daughter  on  Tuesday  next. 
April  27,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Js.  Pegg  this  Morning  f  Yrs  Taxes 
10.  2.  4.  Very  line  growing  Weather  with  gentle 
Rain.  Dinner  to  day,  rest  Beef  &c.  Mr.  St.  John 
Priest  buried  Miss  Hannah  Girling  this  Afternoon 
about  six  o’clock  at  Weston — a  great  many  People 
present.  She  was  22.  Years  of  Age. 

April  29,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day  boiled  Beef  & c.  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Custance,  two  Miss  Custances  with  their  elder 
Brother  (Hambleton  Custance)  drank  Tea  with  us 
this  Afternoon,  and  stayed  with  us  till  eight  in  the 
Evening.  They  all  came  in  their  Coach,  &  very 
unexpectedly  to  us. 

April  30,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  Mr.  Thomas  Baker  (by  Betty  Dade)  paid 
half  a  Yrs.  Poor-Rate,  from  Michaelmas  last  to  Lady 
Day  last  at  s2/3d  in  the  Pound  3.14.  9f.  Dinner  to  day, 
Leg  of  Mutton  rested  &c.  Very  dry,  but  very  sharp, 
cutting,  North  Easterly  Wind.  Vegetation  rather  at 
a  Stand.  Mr.  Girling  1  sent  us  half  a  Dozen  Pigeons 
from  his  Pigeon-House  this  Morning. 

1  John  Girling,  a  good  yeoman  farmer  of  Weston,  son  of  John  Girling 
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May  i,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  early  this  Morning  to  Norwich,  with 
eleven  Coomb  of  Barley  to  Mr.  Bloomes.  Sally  went 
to  Norwich  with  Ben  this  Morn’  as  she  wanted  things 
from  thence.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Pigeon-Pudding  &c. 
Ben  returned  from  Norwich  in  very  good  time  about 
five  o’clock  this  Afternoon.  Sally  also  returned  with 
him.  Ben  brought  me  in  Cash  for  Barley  8.  5.  o.  being 
per  Coomb  si5/od.  I  was  but  indifferent  to  day,  being 
hurried. 

May  2,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  but  poorly  again  this  Morning.  Mr.  Dade 
read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston 
Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  at  Church  as  was 
Nancy.  Mr.  Dade  dined  with  us  after  Divine  Service 
and  I  paid  him,  half  a  Yrs.  Salary  15.  o.  o.  Dinner  to 
day,  a  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  & c. 

May  3,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home. 

Paid  Briton  this  Morn’  for  divers  o.  1 1 .  2 

Paid  Ben,  ditto  for  ditto  1.  1 1,  nj. 

Paid  Betty,  ditto  for  ditto  1.  4.  11 

Reed,  of  Ben,  for  i  Peck  of  Barley  sold  to  Willm.  Large 
o.  o.  6.  Reed,  of  Ben,  also  for  1.  Peck  of  Barley  sold  to 

of  Little  Melton,  Co.  Norfolk,  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  ’45  and  died  in 
1812,  being  buried  at  Weston.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
Hilling  of  Great  Melton.  In  addition  to  being  a  farmer  on  his  own  account 
he  seems  to  have  been  steward  to  Squire  Custance  (see  entry  for  Dec.  26, 
1786,  vol.  ii).  He  had  a  large  family,  and  his  youngest  daughter  Elizabeth 
(1785-1807)  wrote  some  very  vivacious  letters,  from  which  extracts  have 
been  published  in  Sidelights  on  the  Georgian  Period,  by  G.  Paston  (Methuen, 
1902),  under  the  title  of  The  Yeoman’s  Daughter,  pp.  241-52.  Mrs.  Gir- 
ling’s  sister  Ann  Hilling  married  William  Howlett,  another  old  Weston 
friend  at  Tithe  audits,  and  Mrs.  Howlett  bequeathed  .£5  to  Esther,  wife  of 
Press  Custance,  to  buy  a  ring.  I  am  indebted  to  a  great-great-grandson  of 
Mr.  Girling,  Mr.  J.  Mannings,  for  most  of  these  biographical  details. 
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Willm.  Richmond  o.  i.  o.  and  which  I  returned  to 
him  by  Ben.  Peas  threshed  out  by  Ben  only  6.  Bushels. 
Dinner  to  day,  Pigeon  Pye  &c.  Hambleton  Custance 
with  his  Brother  Willm.  drank  Tea  with  us  this 
Evening. 

May  4,  Tuesday.  .  .  .  To  Judith  Andrews  of  Lenewade 
Bridge,  losing  a  Cow  bringing  with  her  a  Petition 
gave  2.  6.  Sent  Mr.  Emeris  a  nice  Cucumber. 

May  6,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  & c.  again  at 
home.  Very  cold,  barren,  tho’  dry  air.  Vegetation 
goes  on  now  very  slowly.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of 
Mutton  rosted  & c.  I  was  but  very  poorly  again  to  day, 
tho’  I  thank  God !  my  Appetite  is  very  good.  My  chief 
Complaint  is  in  my  Head,  so  very  fearful,  being  some¬ 
times  giddy. 

May  7,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  something  better  (thank  God)  this  Morn’ 
than  Yesterday,  my  Spirits  rather  better.  Reed,  of 
Betty  for  Butter  this  Morn’  at  2.  7.  Reed,  by 

Ben,  this  Morning,  for  two  small  Pigs,  sold  to  Will. 
Richmond,  only  nine  Weeks  old  at  13.  Shillings  apiece 
1.  6.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  fryed  Souce  and  an  Apricot 
Pudding.  Paid  John  Reeve  of  Ringland,  Farrier,  by 
Betty,  this  Afternoon,  a  Bill  for  Fariary  1.  14.  6,  about 
my  Horse,  Rodney,  rather  high-charged.  I  think  that 
he  charges  si/od  for  every  Journey.  Nancy  spent  most 
of  the  Morning,  dined,  &  spent  the  Afternoon  at 
Weston-House.  Both  the  Miss  Custances  came  after 
her  early  in  their  Coach  &  returned  with  her  in  the 
Even’  in  very  good  time  about  8.  o’clock.  Mr.  Dade 
only  dined  there  besides.  I  had  for  my  Dinner  some 
Souce  fryed  and  a  small  green  Apricot  Pudding. 

May  8,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Emeris  sent  us  a  Piece  of  nice 
Calfs-Liver. 
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May  io,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Press  Custance  sent  us  a  fine  Hen  Turkey 
with  ten  of  her  Eggs  to  set  under  her.  Thank  God !  I 
felt  finely  this  Morn’.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c. 
Miss  Woodforde  shewed  me  a  new  Gown  she  reed. 
Yesterday  from  London — a  blue  &  white  Muslin  which 
she  sent  to  her  Mantua-Maker  (Miss  Ryder)  to  be  made 
up  for  her. 

May  12,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Custance  called  on  us  this  Morning  on  foot 
and  stayed  near  an  Hour  with  us.  He  looked  poorly 
and  complained  much  of  a  bad  Pain  in  his  Loins, 
which  I  think  is  something  of  the  gravel.  He  drinks 
nothing  else  scarce  but  cold  Water.  He  has  entirely 
given  up  drinking  Port  Wine.  Thank  God!  I  was 
finely  this  Morning.  Very  cold  ENE  Winds  still 
prevail.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 
Sent  Stephen  Andrews  a  Copy  of  the  Registers  to  be 
carried  by  him  to  the  Arch-Deacons  Visitation  on 
Friday  next  at  Reepham. 

May  14,  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  drank 
Tea  with  us  this  Evening,  he  came  walking  and  by 
himself. 

May  15,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morning,  for  Butter  sold 
2.  Pints  at  i/2§.  per  Pint  o.  2.  5.  Reed,  of  Stephen 
Andrews  Junr.,  Church-Warden  this  Morn’  for  a  Copy 
of  the  Registers  o.  2.  6.  Dinner  to  day.  Calfs  Fry  and 
a  Leveret  rosted  brought  us  this  Morning  by  Miss 
Emeris.  Very  cold  Weather  still  prevails  hard  Frost 
this  Morning  with  Ice,  quite  thick.  Walked  but,  but 
little  to  day,  being  so  cold. 

May  16,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  poorly  indeed  this  Morning,  so  very 

388 


1802 

giddy  and  so  very  cold.  The  Weather  uncommonly 
cold  with  much  Snow  about  Noon  which  affected  me 
much,  and  made  me  very  giddy  indeed.  Dinner  to 
day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers 
&  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church.  None 
from  Weston  House  at  Church,  prevented  perhaps  by 
the  Weather.  Very  low-spirited  and  dull  the  whole  day. 

May  1 8,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Briton  this  Morning  to  Norwich  after 
Wine  and  several  other  Family  Matters.  Dinner  to 
day,  Cottage  Pye  made  of  Veal.  Briton  returned  home 
from  Norwich  in  very  good  time  about  five  o’clock 
this  Afternoon.  Being  vexed  &  fretted  this  Morning 
made  me  quite  ill  all  the  whole  Day  afterwards. 

May  20,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Robert  Cary,  Taylor,  for  a  new  Pair  of 
brown  striped  Velveret  Breeches  for  Briton,  every 
thing  included  whatever  i.  I.  6.  I  came  down  Stairs 
this  Morn’  very  weak  but  more  giddy,  and  obliged  to 
have  some  Assistance,  therefore  had  Betty  to  help  me 
down  the  Stairs.  Brewed  a  Barrell  of  common  Beer 
to  day.  About  Noon  and  after  dinner  somewhat  better 
I  felt  myself,  and  Spirits  better  than  in  the  Morn’. 
Brewed  a  Barrel  of  Table-Beer. 

May  22,  Saturday.  .  .  .  James  Hardy  here  to  day,  White¬ 
washing  the  Kitchen  &  Dairy  &c.  about  f  of  a  Day. 
He  dined  with  our  Folks  in  Kitchen. 

May  23,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn 
at  Weston  Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  with  the 
two  Miss  Custances  and  their  Brother  Hambleton  and 
William  at  Church  as  was  A.  M.  Woodforde.  I  was 
very  indifferent  about  Noon  again  to  day.  Being  dis¬ 
appointed  of  having  Meat  from  our  Butcher' Yester- 
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day,  we  dined  to  day  on  cold  boiled  Beef,  and  cold 
Beef-Steak  Pye. 

May  25,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again' at 
home.  Vegetation  goes  on  slowly,  strong  easterly 
Wind  still  prevails — and  likely  to  continue.  Gave 
A.  M.  Woodforde  this  Morning  10.  o.  o.  Dinner  to 
day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Eat  and  drink  I  can 
very  well  &  with  an  Appetite.  My  chief  Complaint 
lays  in  my  Head,  so  fearfull.  Betty  Dade  went  to 
Mattishall  Gaunt  (alias)  Fair  to  day,  returned  in  good 
time  in  the  Evening,  she  walked  thither  early  in  the 
Morn,  was  brought  home  in  [indecipherable]  Market- 
Cart. 

May  27,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dinner  to  day,  Lamb-Steaks  &c.  The  Revd. 
Mr.  Nelson  &  Wife  of  Strumpshaw  1  (who  are  on  a 
Visit  at  Mr.  Emeris’s)  called  here  in  the  Afternoon 
about  5.  o’clock  and  desired  to  take  a  Walk  round  our 
Garden,  which  they  did,  and  Nancy  walked  with 
them.  They  did  not  come  in,  as  I  was  not  well  enough 
to  see  Strangers  and  as  Nancy  was  going  to  drink  Tea 
at  Weston-House. 

May  28,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  this  Morning  of  Betty  for  Butter  sold 
to  Betty  Cary,  7.  Pints  at  si/o-Jd.  per  Pint  o.  7.  3-J. 
Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  I  think 
that  I  rather  get  weaker  and  weaker,  and  more  and 
more  fearful,  but  thank  God!  my  Appetite  is  remark¬ 
ably  good,  and  can  relish  my  dinner  daily  as  well  as  ever. 


1  The  Rev.  William  Nelson,  Rector  of  Strumpshaw-with-Bradeston 
from  1764-1812  (List  of  Norfolk  Benefices ,  pp.  1  and  4).  He  is  not  to  be 
confused  with  Nelson’s  brother,  the  Rev.  William  Nelson,  afterwards  the 
first  Earl  Nelson,  who  was  also  a  Norfolk  parson— Rector  of  Hilborough 
from  1785-1806. 
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May  30,  Sunday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached 
this  Afternoon  at  Weston  Church — Mrs.  Custance 
there.  There  was  Bread  given  to  the  Poor  at  Church 
this  Afternoon  by  Briton  from  Money  which  he  had 
received  for  that  Purpose  from  some  Person  who 
desired  that  it  may  not  be  known  from  whom  it  came 
in  value  abt.  1.5.0.  Dinner  to  day  a  brace  of  Trout  & 
a  Fillet  of  Veal  & c. 

June  I,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  This  Day  being  appointed  for  a  general  Thanks¬ 
giving  for  Peace,  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  and  Preached 
this  Morning  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cus¬ 
tance  at  Church,  Miss  Woodforde  also  there.  I  was 
rather  poorly  this  Morning,  so  very  cold  &  giddy  & 
weak.  It  was  very  cold  this  Morn’.  Many  complained 
of  it.  Dinner  to  day,  Knuckle  of  Veal,  Pork  and  Greens 
&  a  large  boiled  plumb-Pudding.  Mem.  great  Doings 
in  many  Places  to  day.  At  Weston  nothing  at  all- 
Mr.  Custance  against  it.1 

June  2,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Rather  odd  feelings  about  me  immediately 
after  breakfast  this  Morning,  just  as  was  going  to 
shave,  attended  with  the  Cramp  in  my  right  hand, 
thank  God!  it  did  not  last  long,  but  alarmed  me.  Mrs. 
Custance  by  herself  called  on  us  this  Morning  and 
made  us  a  long  Visit.  Miss  Woodforde  shewed  her  a 

1  Though  the  Peace  of  Amiens  was  popular  with  the  mass  of  people  it 
was  strongly  criticized  by  individuals,  and  notably  by  Windham,  who 
profoundly  distrusted  Napoleon.  Mr.  Custance  evidently  sympathized 
with  Windham’s  views  (see  entries  for  July  5  and  6  following).  Windham 
had  gone  so  far  as  to  move  an  address  to  the  Crown  opposing  the  peace  on 
May  13,  and  his  hostile  attitude  cost  him  his  seat  at  the  general  election. 
Windham  was  afterwards  magnanimous  enough  to  acknowledge  that  he 
was  wrong,  and  that  Addington  had  been  right  to  make  peace,  a  breathing- 
space  being  absolutely  essential  to  the  country. 

391 


1802 

new  Bonnett  (by  name  Pick-Nick)  which  she  had  sent 
her  from  London  by  Miss  Rider  and  came  home  by 
Mrs.  Stephen  Andrews  Junior  who  (with  her  Husband) 
returned  from  London  on  Saturday.  Mrs.  Custance 
said  it  was  very  handsome  and  had  seen  nothing  like 
it  at  Norwich  as  yet,  tho’  only  at  Norwich  last  Week 
to  see  the  new  Fashions.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef 
&c.  Very  unwell  and  giddy  &  weak  to  walk.  But  still 
tolerable  to  what  I  have  been. 

June  3,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  Sec.  again  at  home. 
Soon  after  breakfast  this  Morning,  Nancy  went  in  our 
little  Cart  to  Mattishall  to  spend  the  day  with  Mrs. 
Bodham.  Briton  drove  her  over  there.  I  had  for  my 
Dinner  a  Loin  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Miss  Woodforde 
returned  home  in  the  Evening  about  8.  o’clock,  very 
good  time  indeed.  She  spent  a  very  agreeable  day 
there  with  Mrs.  Bodham  and  her  Sister,  Mrs.  Balls, 
who  lives  with  her. 

June  4,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  to  day  at  si/oj-d. 
o.  6.  3.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  gone  to 
spend  a  few  Days  at  Sr.  Edmund  Bacons  at  Raining- 
ham.  Hambleton  &  Willm.  left  to  keep  house  at 
Weston.  A  Couple  of  Chicken  rosted  and  Asparagus 
& c.  to  day  for  Dinner.  Fine  growing  Weather.  We 
had  no  fire  at  all  to  day  in  Study  again.  Thank  God! 
I  was  finely  to  day,  but  very  weak. 

June  5,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  fine  Weather  indeed,  thank  God  for  it,  all 
Vegetation  in  the  highest  State  of  Growth,  and  an 
appearance  of  great  Crops  of  Grain  &c.  Dinner  to  day, 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  Sec.  Mr.  Corbould  drank  Tea 
with  us  this  Afternoon — He  slept  at  Mellish’s. 

June  6,  Whit-Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
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at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this 
Morning  at  Weston-Church.  He  went  off  directly 
after  for  Yarmouth.  He  gave  notice  at  Church  of  the 
H.  Sacrament  on  Sunday  next  being  to  be  adminis¬ 
tered.  None  from  Weston-House  at  Church  this 
Morning.  Miss  Woodforde  was  at  Weston-Church 
to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal  rosted  &  plumb- 
Pudding.  Mr.  Hambleton  Custance  drank  Tea  with 
us  in  the  Evening,  he  came  walking.  Our  Maid  (Sally) 
gone  out  for  a  few  days. 

June  7,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  We  walked  out  but  little  this  Morning  being 
rather  wet — very  fine  Weather  for  Vegetation.  Dinner 
to  day,  rost  Beef  &c.  Much  Rain  in  the  Afternoon  & 
Evening.  Many  wet  Gowns  &  Coats  among  People 
Whitsuntiding.  Merry  doings  at  the  Heart  to  day, 
raffing  for  a  Gown  &c.,  Sec.  being  Whit-Monday. 
Harvest-Men  hired  to  day  Sec.  We  had  a  Fire  in 
Study  almost  all  Day. 

June  8,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  This  being  Whit-Tuesday,  Weston-Club  took 
their  annual  Perambulation  about  the  Parish  with 
Fife  Se  Drum  and  Flag  streaming.  I  gave  them  my 
annual  Present  of  o.  io.  6.  Aldridge  with  his  Cart  of 
Goods  here  this  Morning.  I  had  nothing  to  say  or  do 
with  him  or  spoke  to  him — Miss  Woodforde  had  deal¬ 
ings  with  him.  Dinner  to  day,  Cottage-Pye  made  of 
Veal.  Morton  Se  Attlebridge  Feasts  to  day.  Nancy 
had  a  Letter  on  Sunday  last  from  her  Cousin  (Mrs. 
Jane  Grove  in  Dorsetshire)  informing  her,  that  she 
was  lately  brought  to  bed  of  a  Daughter,  and  that 
herself  Se  Child  were  finely.  Sally  returned  home  this 
Evening. 

June  io,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
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home.  I  was  finely  this  Morning  (thank  God)  for  it. 
Ben  brought  home  400  new  brick  from  the  Brick-Kiln 
at  East  Tuddenham  kept  by  Vassar.  I  sent  for  them 
for  my  Barn’s-Sill,  westwardly.  Mr.  Custance  made  us 
a  long  Morning  Visit.  Dinner  to  day,  Scrag-End  of 
Neck  Mutton  boiled  &c.  Brewed  a  Barrel  of  common 
Beer  to  day.  No  fire  in  Study  to  day. 

June  13,  Sunday,  Trinity.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers,  Preached  and 
administered  the  Holy  Sacrament  this  Morning  at 
Weston  Church.  None  from  Weston  House  at  Church. 
I  should  be  very  happy  indeed  was  I  well  enough  to 
have  attended  at  it  and  did  my  Duty.  Willm.  Large 
(my  Clerk)  dined  with  our  Folks  to  day.  Dinner  to 
day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  Heavenly  Weather 
indeed — blessed  be  God  for  it. 

June  15,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  We  had  for  Dinner  to  day,  a  fine  Carp  well 
stewed  and  one  Tench  also  very  fine  &  hashed  Calfs 
Head.  The  two  Miss  Custances  with  their  Brother 
John,  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening.  Mr.  Stoughton 
Rector  of  Sparham,  who  has  very  lately  been  most 
dangerously  ill,  called  on  us  this  Morning  in  a  little 
Cart,  and  a  Servant  Man  with  him,  and  stayed  with  us 
above  an  hour.  I  was  very  glad  to  see  him  look  so  well, 
as  well  if  not  better  than  ever  I  saw  him. 

June  18,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  sold 
to  Betty  Cary  at  si/oid  per  Pint  o.  8.  iof.  This  Morn 
a  Person  by  name  Richard  Page,  dressed  as  a  Clergy¬ 
man,  walked  up  boldly  to  our  Front  Door  through  the 
Garden  and  knocked.  I  went  and  let  him  in,  and 
walked  into  my  Study  and  there  informed  me  before 
Nancy,  that  he  was  a  reduced  Clergyman  from  Oxford- 
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shire,  was  born  at  Bath  in  Somersetshire,  had  read 
Prayers  &c.  at  the  Abbey  Church  there  for  12.  Years. 
That  a  Dr.  Lawrence  of  Doctors  Commons  was  his 
great  Friend  &c.  He  seemed  well  acquainted  with 
Oxford  and  with  many  of  my  old  Contemporaries 
there,  was  formerly  of  Baliol  College  or  at  St.  Edmund 
Hall,  a  short  Man  and  thin,  talked  rather  fast  and  made 
a  plausible  Story.  Shewed  me  his  Letters  of  Orders, 
signed  by  the  late  Dr.  Lowthe  when  Bishop  of  Oxford 
&c.  He  stayed  about  half  an  Hour  with  us,  drank  a 
Glass  of  Table  Beer  and  then  walked  away.  I  gave  him 
before  he  went,  half  a  Guinea  o.  10.  6.  After  he  was 
gone  we  heard  by  Ben,  that  he  had  a  Companion  who 
talked  with  Ben  all  the  time  the  other  Man  was  with 
me,  and  that  he  saw  the  Man  that  was  with  me  give 
the  other  the  Money  that  I  had  given  to  him.  That 
Man  asked  Ben  many  Questions  about  me.  I  do  not 
know  what  to  make  of  them.  I  saw  Mr.  Maynard’s 
Name  on  his  Petition.  Marquiss  Townsend’s  Name 
was  also  on  the  same. 

June  19,  Saturday.  .  .  .  John  Custance  with  his  Brother 
Neville  Custance  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Evening. 
They  came  riding  on  two  little  Hobbies,  one  borrowed 
of  Girling  the  other  of  Howlett. 

June  20,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Nancy  went  to  Church  this  Morning  as  did 
also  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  and  likewise  Mr.  Cus¬ 
tance  but  there  was  no  duty  at  Church  in  the  Morning 
which  was  owing  to  wrong  information  about  it.  Mr. 
Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at 
Weston-Church  according  to  what  was  right.  Nancy 
took  an  airing  this  Morn’  with  Mrs.  Custance  over 
Sparham  Heath  &c.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of  Veal 
rosted  &c. 
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June  21,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Briton  this  Morning  for  divers  things 
from  Norwich  &c.  the  Sum  of  2.  4.  4.  We  heard  this 
Morning  that  the  two  Persons  pretending  to  be  Clergy¬ 
men  who  were  here  on  Friday  Morning  and  asked  for 
Charity  were  Imposters.  Briton  heard  so  this  Morning 
at  Mr.  Press  Custances.  Dinner  to  day,  Maccarel  & 
Veal  Collops. 

June  22,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Paid  Betty  this  Morning  for  divers  things  in 
the  housekeeping  way  1.  10.  1.  Guild-day  to  day  at 
Norwich.  The  new  Mayor  (Sir  Roger  Kerrison)1 
sworn  into  his  Office.  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters 
were  to  go  to  the  Guild  but  not  Mr.  Custance.  Dinner 
to  day,  Knuckle  of  Veal,  Pork  &  Greens  &c. 

June  23,  Wednesday.  .  .  .  We  heard  nothing  at  all  to  day 
from  Weston  House  tho’  Hambleton,  John,  and 
Neville  Custance  all  rode  by  our  House  without 
calling. 

June  24,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  was  very  poorly  indeed  this  Morning. 
John  &  Neville  Custance  called  on  us  this  Morn.  Mr. 
Maynard  with  Greens  Daughter  of  Attlebridge,  a 
sensible  young  Woman,  came  here  this  Morning  on 
a  Walk,  to  see  my  Garden  &c.  Miss  Woodforde  was 
not  at  home  at  the  time  being  gone  to  dine  at  Weston 
House.  I  gave  them  some  refreshment,  Cake  and 
Wine.  I  had  for  my  Dinner  Tops  of  the  Ribs  of  Beef 
boiled  and  a  Skimmer  Cake  Pudding.  I  was  pretty 
well  this  Afternoon  tho’  quite  alone.  Nancy  returned 
home  between  8  &  9  this  Even’.  Mr.  Mellish  dined  at 
Weston-House  to  day.  Mrs.  Custance’s  Coach  in 
coming  from  the  Guild  Ball  about  I.  in  the  Morn’ 
1  See  footnote  to  p.  259  preceding. 
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broke  the  pole  of  the  Coach  near  Costessy  by 
means  or  other  but  no  other  damage  done,  tho’  much 
frightened.  I  suppose,  as  it  was  so  late,  the  drivers 
were  sleepy. 

June  25,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Begun  cutting  our  Clover  &c.  for  Hay.  Dinner 
to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  We  had  another 
Swarm  of  Bees  about  Noon  not  above  five  Yards  from 
the  Hive  and  not  more  than  three  feet  above  ground 
and  on  a  Filbert-Bush.  Our  Maid  (Sally  Gunton) 
hived  them  and  very  well.  She  had  a  Piece  of  thin 
Gauze  tied  round  her  Face,  and  was  not  stung  at  all 
in  taking  them. 

June  26,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Miss  Custance  with  her  Sister 
Emily,  called  on  us  in  the  Evening  and  drank  Tea  with 
us.  They  came  walking,  they  were  very  chatty  & 
agreeable. 

June  27,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Custance  at 
Church.  Miss  Woodforde  also  at  Church  to  day. 
The  Weston-House  Family  all  walked  to  Church, 
their  Coach  being  under  Repairs  on  Account  of  its 
late  Accident  in  coming  home  from  the  Guild.  Mr. 
Custance  with  his  Son  William  called  on  us  after 
Church  &  spent  half  an  Hour  with  us.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

June  28,  Monday.  .  .  .  Thos.  Leggatt  &  Betty  again 
talked  off. 

June  29,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  married  Nathaniel  Ram  and 
Charlottle  Yall  at  Weston  Church  (by  Banns)  this 
Morning.  Mr.  Custance’s  Sons,  John  &  Neville  Cus¬ 
tance  called  on  us  this  Morning,  they  came  riding. 
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Dinner  to  day,  Peas  &  Pork  &c.  I  was  rather  to  day 
than  Yesterday  a  little  better.  Briton  went  to  see  his 
Friends  at  Reepham  to  day,  it  being  Reepham  Fair. 
I  gave  him  leave  to  be  out  all  Night. 

June  30,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Briton  came  home  early  this  Morning. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  Suet-Pudding.  Betty 
went  to  Mattishall  this  Morning  on  foot  &  by  herself 
to  see  her  Mother  who  is  not  well.  We  had  in  the 
Evening  (the  Air  being  quite  cold  tho’  Midsummer)  in 
our  sitting  Room  or  Study  a  fire.  Colonel  Wodehouse 
(it  is  reported)  intends  offering  himself  for  the  County 
of  Norfolk  at  the  next  general  Election,  which  is  said 
not  to  be,  not  very  far  off.  Colonel  Wodehouse  is 
eldest  Son  of  Lord  Wodehouse  and  he  married  Miss 
Norris  of  great  Fortune.1  We  did  not  hear  of  any 
other  Person  offering. 

July  3,  Saturday.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughter  Fanny 
with  her  Brother  Hambleton,  drank  Tea  with  us  this 
Evening.  The  Ladies  came  walking,  Hambleton  rid¬ 
ing.  We  had  some  Rain  during  their  being  with  us  but 
it  was  fair  &  fine  when  they  walked  home. 

July  4,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  After¬ 
noon  at  Weston-Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance  at 
Church  as  was  A.  M.  Woodforde.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Pork  rosted  See.  Thank  God!  I  was  finely 
to  day  considering. 

July  5,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 

1  The  Hon.  John  Wodehouse  succeeded  his  father  the  first  Lord  Wode¬ 
house  in  1834.  He  was  born  in  1771  and  died  in  1846.  He  was  colonel  of 
the  East  Norfolk  Militia  and  vice-admiral  of  the  coast  of  Norfolk  (see 
Burke’s  Peerage  under  Kimberley).  He  was  for  many  years  a  Tory  member 
of  parliament,  but  not  as  a  representative  of  Norfolk.  He  married  Miss 
Norris  of  Witton. 
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home.  Election  for  the  City  of  Norwich  to  day ,  the 
Candidates  are,  Windham,  Frere,  Fellowes  of  Shottis- 
ham,  and  one  Smith  from  London.1  Mr.  Custance 
gone  to  the  Election  for  Windham.  Dinner  to  day, 
Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  See. 

July  6,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  We  heard  this  Morning,  that  Fellowes  & 
Smith  were  Elected  for  Norwich,  and  that  very 
riotous  proceedings  there  were  Yesterday  at  Norwich. 
One  Man  reported  to  be  killed.  Mr.  Custance  Se 
Brother  at  the  Election:  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of  Veal 
rosted  &c.  Mr.  Windham  &  Colonel  Wodehouse 
(eldest  Son  of  Lord  Wodehouse)  have  offered  them¬ 
selves  Candidates  for  the  County  of  Norfolk  at  the 
ensuing  General  Election,  in  opposition  to  the  present 
Members,  Coke  Se  Asteley.  Mr.  Custance  &  Brother 
Mr.  Press  Custance  busy  in  canvassing  for  Colonel 
Wodehouse  Se  Windham. 

July  7,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Miss  Custance  made  us  a  long  Morning  Visit. 
She  came  walking  by  herself.  Dinner  to  day,  Neck  of 
Mutton  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Maynard  drank  Tea  with  us 
this  Afternoon.  Fine  Weather  (thank  God)  still 
continues.  John  Se  Neville  Custance  here  also  this 

1  For  Windham  see  p.  219,  vol.  i,  also  footnote  to  entry  for  June  I  pre¬ 
ceding;  for  Frere  see  footnote  to  p.  194  preceding.  Fellowes  is  Robert 
Fellowes  of  Shotesham  Park,  Norfolk,  J.P.,  D.L.,  and  now  elected  M.P.  for 
Norwich.  He  was  born  in  1742  and  died  in  1829  (see  Burke’s  Landed 
Gentry).  ‘One  Smith  from  London’  was  William  Smith  (1756-1835),  an 
ardent  Whig  politician,  who  spoke  frequently  in  the  House  of  Commons 
between  1784  and  1830.  From  1802— with  one  short  break — he  represented 
Norwich.  He  consistently  voted  for  the  removal  of  religious  disabilities, 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  for  parliamentary  reform.  He  was  a 
scholarly  man  and  a  patron  of  artists,  among  them  Cotman.  He  numbered 
among  his  friends  Fox,  Priestley,  Reynolds,  Zachary  Macaulay,  and 
Wilberforce.  (See  D.N.B .) 
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Morning.  They  stayed  but  a  little  time  with  us. 
Mr.  Maynard  stayed  with  us  this  Evening  till  near 
8.  o’clock. 

July  8,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  another  Swarm  of  Bees,  this  Morn’  be¬ 
tween  ii.  and  12.  o’clock.  A  fine  Swarm  indeed  &  a 
most  convenient  Place  for  taking  them,  it  being  on  the 
Body  of  a  Pear  Tree  about  one  Yard  high  from  the 
Ground  and  in  our  walled  Garden  and  almost  in 
the  middle.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Couple 
of  Ducks  rosted  with  some  green  Peas  &c. 

July  9,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  The  two  Miss  Custances  with  their  Brother 
John  and  young  Edward  Marsham,  a  School-fellow 
of  Master  John  Custance,  called  on  us  this  Morning, 
stayed  about  half  an  Hour.  Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morn¬ 
ing,  for  Butter  sold  at  si/i-Jd  per  Pint  o.  9.  6f.  Dinner 
to  day,  Neck  of  Mutton  rosted  &c. 

July  10,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  To  Harry  Baker,  Carpenter,  pd.  a  Bill  of 
o.  13.  9.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of  Mutton  rosted 
&c.  Nomination  Day  for  Members  for  the  County 
at  Norwich,  in  the  Shire-Hall  at  Norwich.  I  was  but 
indifferent  to  day,  so  very  nervous  &c.  Mr.  Coke, 
Jacob  Astley,  and  Colonel  Wodehouse,  nominated,  so 
it  is  expected  there  will  be  a  Contest  for  the  County.1 

July  11,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  and  Preached  this 
Morning  at  Weston  Church.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her 
Sons  William  &  Neville,  drank  Tea  with  us  this  Even¬ 
ing.  Nothing  talked  of  but  the  Election  of  Members 
for  Norfolk — Mr.  Coke,  Astley,  &  Wodehouse  Candi- 

1  For  Coke  see  footnote  to  p.  127,  vol.  ii;  for  Astley  and  Wodehouse 
respectively  footnotes  to  pp.  76  and  398  preceding. 
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dates.  Dinner  to  da y,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  & c.  I  was 
very  indifferent  indeed  to  day.  I  was  so  very  cold  to 
day  that  we  had  a  fire.  Mrs.  Custance  also  felt  the 
cold  so  much  that  she  wore  a  fur  Tippett,  a  bosom 
friend  1  &  a  Muff  and  a  Winter  Cloke — They  came 
walking.  We  had  Mr.  Custance  here  about  8.  o’clock 
this  Evening  in  his  road  to  Weston-House  from 
Norwich,  where  he  had  been  on  electioneering  Matters 
concerning  the  Election  for  the  County  of  Norfolk 
■  which  is  to  be  to  Morrow. 

July  12,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  General  Election  for  the  County  of  Norfolk 
to  day  at  Norwich,  a  Contest  is  expected.  Our  Ser¬ 
vants,  Ben  Leggatt  &  Betty  Dade  desired  to  go  to  the 
same,  to  which  I  gave  my  assent.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg 
of  Pork  boiled  &c.  Our  Folks  came  home  in  good  time 
this  Evening  about  io.  o’clock.  Cooke  &  Wodehouse 
at  the  head  of  the  Poll  to  day.  Windham  hath 
declined  so  that  the  Contest  is  chiefly  between  Wode¬ 
house  and  Asteley — Coke  they  say  is  pretty  sure.  Ben 
having  a  Vote  for  the  County  gave  his  Vote  for 
Colonel  Wodehouse  and  for  him  alone. 

July  13,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  John  &  Neville  Custance  called  on  us  this 
Morn’  as  did  Mr.  Custance,  soon  after  they  were  gone, 
who  told  us  that  Colonel  Wodehouse  had  the  Majority 
over  Sr.  Jacob  Astley  of  above  100.  That  it  was  like 
to  be  a  severe  contested  Election.  Dinner  to  day,  a 
Couple  of  Chicken  rosted  Sec.  Reed,  of  Betty  to  day 
for  Butter  at  si/ihd.  o.  9.  6f.  Busy  all  Day  to  day  in 
carrying  our  Hay.  We  brewed  a  Barrel  of  common 
Beer  to  day. 

July  14,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  Sec.  again 
1  See  footnote  to  entry  for  June  19,  1799,  preceding, 
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at  home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morn’  and 
told  us  that  Colonel  Wodehouse  was  still  very  high  on 
the  Poll,  second  if  not  first,  last  Night  on  it.  It  being 
a  fine  Morning,  finished  carrying  our  Hay,  and  all 
stacked  before  Dinner  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  Pork  & 
Beans,  and  a  Loin  of  Mutton  rosted  See. 

July  15,  Thursday.  St.  Swithin.  We  breakfasted,  dined, 
&c.  again  at  home.  Mr.  Whitbread  at  Weston-House 
on  a  staying  Visit.  Colonel  Wodehouse  still  retains  a 
great  Majority  over  Jacob  Asteley  at  present  for  the 
County.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  & c. 
We  had  a  fire  in  the  Study  again  this  Evening  tho’  in 
the  Dog  Days,  it  being  quite  cold.  Close  of  the  Poll 
for  the  County  of  Norfolk  this  Even’.  For  Coke  3754. 
For  Wodehouse  3157.  For  Astley  3050.  Majority  107. 
Saint  Swithins  Day — some  few  Drops  of  Rain. 

July  16,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  A  Dr.  Ogilvie  from  Norwich  came  post  haste 
in  a  Post  Chaise  after  me  to  go  back  with  him  to 
Norwich  to  vote  for  Colonel  Wodehouse.  Sr.  Jacob 
Asteley  is  running  him  hard — but  I  was  too  ill  to  go 
any  where  at  present  therefore  was  obliged  to  decline 
going.  He  stayed  about  half  an  Hour,  came  here  about 
five  o’clock  in  the  Afternoon.  It  hurried  me  a  great 
deal  indeed.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  Sec. 

July  17,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  Sec.  again  at 
home.  Neville  Custance  called  here  this  Morning. 
Dinner  to  day  Beans  &  Pork  &  Beef  Steaks.  I  was  quite 
low  Se  ill  to  day  respecting  the  Election.  Asteley 
rather  gaining  on  Wodehouse. 

Three  manuscript  pages  have  at  this  point  been  torn 
from  the  Diary  containing  the  entries  for  July  18th  to 
August  28th.  It  is  clear  from  the  entries  which  begin 
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again  on  August  29th  that  the  Diarist  has  been  very  ill 
in  the  interval  with  some  violent  throat  ‘affection’.  But 
that  the  Diary  was  regularly  kept  on  each  of  the  miss¬ 
ing  days  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  fragments  of  the 
missing  pages  remain — they  were  clumsily  torn  out. 
Moreover  between  each  manuscript  sheet  of  the  book¬ 
lets  there  is  a  sheet  of  grey  paper  of  different  texture. 
It  was  the  Diarist’s  custom  to  enter  in  the  grey  paper 
sheets  the  weather  of  each  day,  thus  ‘Morn  cloudy 
with  some  Rain — Afternoon  more  dry’.  The  care¬ 
fully  ruled  divisions  of  each  day  are  normally  carried 
over  to  the  opposite  grey  sheet.  These  sheets  for  the 
period  July  18th  to  August  28th  have  not  been  torn 
out,  and  the  weather  of  each  day  is  duly  noted. 

August  29,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  felt  finely  this  Morning  thank  God!  & 
stronger.  Very  hot  indeed  to  day,  especially  at  Noon. 
Dr.  Thorne  was  with  us  to  day  between  12  and  1 
o’clock.  He  stayed  some  little  time  with  us.  My 
Throat  is  daily  getting  better  he  says.  Mr.  Dade  read 
Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church 
— Nancy  at  Church  to  day.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef 
&  Plumb  Pudding  &c.  Mrs.  Custance  and  Daughters 
at  Church  to  day. 

August  31,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Fine  Weather  still  continues  for  the  Harvest. 
Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  sold  to  Betty 
Cary,  8.  Pints  at  si/2-§-d.  o.  9.  8f.  Dr.  Thorne  here 
again  about  2.  o’clock.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  rosted  & c.  Thank  God!  I  was  finely  to  day, 
Throat  better  &c.  Busy  all  Day  were  our  Folks  in 
carrying  Peas. 

Sepbr.  1,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again 
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at  home.  Mr.  Salisbury  very  good-naturedly  brought 
us  about  Noon,  a  Leash  or  three  nice  young  Partridges 
of  his  own  shooting  this  Morning  early.  Dr.  Thorne 
here  again  to  day  about  2.  o’clock.  Dinner  to  day, 
a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted  &c.  The  line  Weather  still 
continues.  It  relaxes  me  a  good  deal  &  makes  me 
quite  weak. 

Sepbr.  2,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Fine  Weather  still  continues  (thank  God  for  it), 
finer  Harvest  Weather  scarce  ever  known.  As  our 
Folks  were  carrying  a  Cart-Load  of  Barley  into  the 
Barn  this  Morning  before  Dinner,  with  the  Boy  (Bob 
Case)  upon  it,  the  Load  or  great  Part  of  it  slipt  off  and 
fell  into  the  Pond  almost  close  to  the  Barn.  The 
Barley  being  so  very  dry  it  slipt  all  at  once  and  fell  off 
but  thank  God!  no  great  damage  at  all  sustained,  but 
a  little  Barley  wetted.  The  Boy  not  hurt  at  all.  Dr. 
Thorne  here  again  near  the  same  time  as  Yesterday. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  a  Partridge  rosted  &c. 

Sepbr.  3,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined  &c.  again  at 
home.  Dr.  Thorne  here  again  to  day  near  his  usual 
time.  My  Throat  being  now  all  but  well,  the  Doctor 
says  there  is  now  no  occasion  of  his  coming  every  day 
to  dress  it,  as  our  own  People  can  do  that  now  very 
well,  only  putting  on  a  common  Diacolon  Plaister  and 
a  Bandage  over  it.  Dinner  to  day,  rost  Beef  &c. 
Mr.  Press  Custance  sent  us  a  nice  little  Melon  this  Ev’. 

Septembr.  4,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c. 
again  at  home.  No  Doctor  to  day,  Nancy  put  a 
Plaister  to  my  Throat  this  Morning,  nothing  more 
being  required.  I  saw  my  Throat  this  Morning  for  the 
first  time  and  it  frightened  me  indeed,  to  think,  what 
it  must  have  been  at  first,  as  it  now  appears  (tho’ 
almost  well)  very  frightfull  and  disagreeable.  Dinner 
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to  Day,  Beef-Steak-Pye  &c.  I  eat  very  hearty  for 
Dinner  to  day,  and  have  done  so  for  many  days  last 
past,  but  still  I  continue  very  weak,  &  dont  seem  to  gain 
much  more  strength  if  any  at  all  for  many  days  last 
past.  Sometimes  I  think,  that  I  rather  get  weaker  & 
weaker. 

Sepbr.  5,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston-Church.  Nancy  at  Church  to  day. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custance  &  Daughters  at  Church. 
Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  rosted  &c. 

Sepbr.  6,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again  at 
home.  Very  ill  indeed  to  day  having  had  a  very  in¬ 
different  Night  of  rest  last  Night,  owing  to  the  Night 
Candle  filling  the  Room  in  being  so  long  going  out 
with  intolerable  Smoke  &  Stink.  Reed,  of  Betty  for 
Butter  at  si/3id.  o.  9.  oL  Mrs.  Custance  with  her 
eldest  Daughter  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  as  did  Mr. 
Custance  who  came  soon  after  they  were  here,  on  foot. 
Dinner  to  day,  Part  of  the  Breast  of  Veal  broiled  &c. 
Dr.  Thorne  called  here  about  Noon.  I  left  off  all 
dressings  to  my  Throat  to  day.  Mr.  Press  Custance 
sent  us  three  Partridges. 

Sepbr.  8,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  weak  &  indifferent  again  to  day  &  all 
day.  So  depressed  in  Spirits  to  day  made  me  miserable. 
I  was  assisted  down  Stairs  &  up  to  day.  Dinner  to  day, 
Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  The  lest  Uneasiness  affects 
me  very  much. 

Sepbr.  9,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  unwell  &  very  weak  indeed  when  I 
came  down  Stairs  this  Morn’  having  had  a  very  bad 
Night  of  Rest.  Very  little  if  any  sound  Sleep  during 
the  whole  time  I  was  abed  or  in  bed.  Dinner  to  day, 
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boiled  Mutton  &  a  brace  of  Partridges.  Thank  God! 
made  a  very  good  Dinner  of  Mutton. 

Sepbr.  io,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Thank  God!  Had  a  good  Night  of  Sleep  last 
Night.  I  still  remain  very  weak,  rather  lose  Strength 
if  any  thing,  than  gain  it,  &  have  been  so  some  time. 
A  very  great  weakness  in  my  Intestines  prevails  now. 
Dinner  to  day,  Beef  Steak-Pudding  &c.  Mr.  Hamble- 
ton  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit — He  came  on 
a  new  Horse. 

Sepbr.  12,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  weak  still,  if  not  weaker,  had  a  hard  Matter 
to  get  down  Stairs  this  Morn’,  tho’  help’d.  So  tired 
after  I  got  down,  that  I  panted  for  breath.  Mr.  Dade 
read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston- 
Church.  Miss  Woodforde  at  Church.  Mr.  Custance 
at  Church  this  Afternoon  but  none  of  the  rest  of  the 
Family.  Mrs.  Custance  with  her  Daughters  &  Hamble- 
ton  Custance,  being  gone  this  Morning  for  Sr.  Edmund 
Bacons  at  Rainingham.  Dinner  to  day,  Calfs-Head 
boiled,  Pork  &  Greens  &c. 

Sepbr.  13,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Very  weak,  but  a  small  matter  better  than 
Yesterday.  All  my  weakness  seems  to  proceed  from 
my  Belly  just  below  my  Stomach — a  great  tightness 
there.  The  lest  Exercise  also  now,  fatigues  me  greatly. 
A  great  coldness  prevails  all  over  me  also.  Mr.  Custance 
made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  He  came  on  horseback  and 
without  a  Servant.  Dinner  to  day,  Fillett  of  Veal 
rosted  & c. 

Sepbr.  14,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  a  very  indifferent  Night  of  rest  last  Night 
indeed,  coughed  almost  the  whole  Night  long.  Very 
restless  &  uneasy — got  up  very  weak  and  faint,  and 
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very  much  disordered  indeed.  Dinner  to  day,  Nuckle 
of  Veal,  Pork  &  Greens  &c.  In  the  Evening,  after  Tea, 
I  felt  something  better.  I  could  scarce  go  up  the 
Stairs  to  bed  to  night,  so  weak. 

Sepbr.  1 6,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  & c.  again 
at  home.  Reed,  of  Betty  for  Butter  this  Morn’  at 
1/4P.  o.  8.  3.  Mr.  Custance  sent  us  a  brace  of  Part¬ 
ridges  this  Morn’  and  soon  after  we  had  reed,  them, 
Mr.  Collison  of  Dereham  with  two  other  Gentlemen 
being  out  a  shooting  at  Weston  sent  us  two  brace  of 
Partridge  which  they  had  shot  very  near  my  House. 
Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Beef  &  Soup  &c.  Very  indif¬ 
ferent  indeed  to  day  &  very  low.  So  weak,  that  my 
Legs  swell  at  the  Ancles.  Mr.  Collison  &  his  Friend 
had  some  refreshment  sent  out  from  my  House  to 
them  in  the  Fields  and  were  well  pleased  with  the 
same. 

Sepbr.  17,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Thank  God !  that  I  rather  think,  I  am  somewhat 
better  than  I  felt  myself  Yesterday,  and  I  hope 
stronger.  Mr.  Stoughton  of  Sparham  called  on  us 
this  Morn’  since  his  return  from  Cromer,  having  been 
there  some  time  for  his  Health,  it  being  close  to  the 
Sea.  To  a  travelling  Woman  by  Name  (Falling),  a 
married  Woman,  who  sold  divers  things,  for  a  Pound 
of  different  kinds  of  Thread  for  the  use  of  the  Family — 
paid  o.  7.  o.  Dinner  to  day,  Shoulder  Mutton  rosted 
&c.  Mr.  Salisbury  brought  us  a  brace  of  Partridges 
this  Evening — very  weak  towards  bed-time.  Briton 
still  sleeps  in  my  Room  upon  the  Sofa,  and  a  Candle 
burning  all  Night  in  the  Chamber. 

Sepbr.  18,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Betty’s  Father  (Willm.  Dade)  of  Mattishall 
was  here  this  Morning  early  tho’  on  foot  &  I  believe 
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breakfasted  with  our  Folks  in  the  Kitchen.  I  was  very 
poorly  indeed  this  Morning,  so  faint  &  weak,  scarce 
able  to  come  down  Stairs,  my  breath  almost  gone 
when  I  got  down.  My  Legs  also  much  swelled  indeed 
to  day.  Mr.  Custance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit,  on 
foot.  Dinner  to  day,  Calfs’  Fry  &  a  brace  of  Part¬ 
ridges. 

Sepbr.  19,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston-Church.  Nancy  was  at  Church.  None 
of  Weston-Flouse  Family  at  Church.  Mrs.  Custance 
&  Daughters  still  at  Sr.  Edm.  Bacons.  Dinner  to  day, 
Shoulder  of  Veal  rosted  &c.  My  Ancles  rather  swelled 
more  than  Yesterday.  It  made  me  quite  uneasy  & 
unhappy.  However  it  made  no  one  else  so,  but  myself. 
Thank  God!  my  Appetite  is  very  good  indeed.  Rain 
is  greatly  wanted  at  this  present  time  especially  in  this 
County,  which  is  almost  burnt  up. 

Sepbr.  20,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Thank  God!  had  a  good  Night  of  Sleep  last 
Night  and  felt  myself  somewhat  better  but  very  weak. 
Dinner  to  day,  part  of  a  Rump  of  Beef  rosted  See.  In 
the  Afternoon,  being  vexed,  not  so  well  again.  Mr. 
Emeris  brought  us  a  nice  Pike  this  Evening. 

Sepbr.  21,  Tuesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Very  ill  indeed  all  the  Day,  having  had  the 
blind-Piles  very  bad  from  my  rising  this  Morn.  Could 
neither  sit,  stand  or  Walk  without  a  great  deal  of  Pain 
indeed.  The  Pain  was  so  great,  that  it  put  me  quite 
in  a  Fever.  Very  warm  Weather  still  prevails.  Dinner 
to  day,  a  Pike  &  cold  rost  Beef  &c.  Mr.  Emeris  brought 
us  this  Evening  a  Basket  of  black  Damson-Plumbs  fit 
for  preserving. 

Sepbr.  22,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
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at  home.  Had  a  tolerable  good  night  of  Sleep  last 
Night  considering  the  continual  Pain  from  my  illness. 
Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  sold  to  Betty 
Cary,  7.  Pints  at  si/4Pd.  o.  9.  74.  Dinner  to  day, 
Part  of  a  Rump  of  Beef  boiled  &c.  Hot  &  dry 
Weather  still  continues.  I  was  but  indifferent  towards 
Evening. 

Sepbr.  23,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  sent  Ben  this  Morning  after  Dr.  Thorne 
being  very  ill.  The  Doctor  came  about  2.  o’clock  and 
stayed  with  us,  near  an  Hour.  I  am  to  have  some 
Medicine  to  Morrow  Morn’  sent  me.  My  Legs  and 
also  Thighs  swelled  to  day.  The  blind  Piles  also  very 
bad  to  day  and  discharged  a  great  deal  of  thin  watery 
nature.  Dinner  to  day,  Leg  of  Mutton  rosted  &c.  I 
made  a  very  good  dinner  upon  the  same.  Mr.  Press 
Custance  sent  us  a  Leash  of  Partridges. 

Sepbr.  24,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Sent  Ben  this  Morning  again  to  Dr.  Thorne’s 
after  medicine,  he  returned  home  by  10.  to  breakfast 
with  the  same  &  which  I  began  taking  at  Noon.  I 
hope  that  I  am  a  little  better  to  day,  tho’  very  weak. 
The  Piles  (tho’  not  worse)  very  painfull  &  uneasy. 
Legs  &  Thighs,  swelled  (if  anything)  rather  more. 
Dinner  to  day  a  Couple  of  Ducks  rosted  &c.  I  was 
very  indifferent  the  whole  day. 

Sepbr.  25,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again 
at  home.  I  was  very  poorly  again  this  Morn’  so  very 
weak.  Sent  Briton  early  this  Morning  in  my  little 
Cart  after  divers  things  wanted  in  House.  Mrs.  Cus¬ 
tance  made  us  a  Morning  Visit.  Dr.  Thorne  called  on 
me  this  Morning  again.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Partridge 
Pye  &c.  A  very  nice  Pye  indeed  it  turned  out  to  us. 
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Briton  returned  from  Norwich  abt.  5-  this  Evening. 
Mr.  Emeris  brought  us  3.  nice  young  Pigeons.  My 
Feet  &  Legs  swelling  so  much  makes  me  uneasy. 

Sepbr.  26,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Had  a  good  night  of  Sleep  last  Night,  but  my 
Legs  and  Thighs  very  much  swelled  which  made  me 
very  uneasy  indeed  &  unhappy.  Mr.  Dade  read 
Prayers  &  Preached  this  Afternoon  at  Weston-Church. 
Weston-House  Family  at  Church.  Mr.  Dade  called 
on  us  after  Divine  Service.  Dinner  to  day,  Loin  of 
Veal  rosted  &c.  Mr.  Dade  gave  us  a  very  indifferent 
Character  of  Mrs.  Beeston  (late  Mrs.  Kerr)  of  E. 
Tuddenham. 

Sepbr.  27,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  See.  again  at 
home.  I  thought  myself  rather  stronger  this  Morning. 
Mrs.  Thorne  called  on  us  this  Morning  about  12.  at 
Noon  and  stayed  with  us  till  near  3.  o’clock,  about  that 
time,  Dr.  Thorne  called  on  us  and  took  his  Wife  home 
to  Mattishall  in  his  Chaise.  His  Servant  Man  riding 
home  his  Horse.  Sitting  so  long  a  time  together  as  I 
did  before  dinner  to  day,  made  me  quite  uneasy  &  ill. 
Dinner  to  day,  Cottage  Pye,  &c. 

Sepbr.  29,  Wednesday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  I  seemed  finely  this  Morn’  tho’  both  my 
Legs  &  Thighs  were  swelled  rather  more.  Dr.  Thorne 
called  here  about  Noon,  and  was  rather  surprised  to 
see  both  my  Legs  swelled.  Hambleton  Custance 
called  here  this  Morning  in  his  Walk  with  his  Gun 
and  Dogs.  Dinner  to  day,  a  Goose  rosted  being 
Michmas.  Day.  The  Piles  being  painful,  still  make 
me  uneasy. 

Sepbr.  30,  Thursday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again 
at  home.  Had  a  very  good  Night  of  Sleep  (thank  God) 
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last  Night,  but  my  Legs  &  Thighs  appeared 
swelled  (I  think)  this  Morning  than  Yesterday.  Dinner 
to  day,  Giblett-Soup  &  boiled  Mutton  &c.  Our  Oldest 
Sow  had  a  Litter  of  14.  Piggs. 

October  1,  Friday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Reed,  of  Betty  this  Morning  for  Butter  sold 
last  Week  to  Betty  Cary  at  si/5Fd-  pr.  Pint  o.  8.  o. 
Very  poorly  still,  Legs  & c.  much  swelled  yet.  I  con¬ 
tinue  taking  Medicine,  but  do  not  find,  I  confess,  any 
great  relief  from  the  same.  The  Piles  continues  on  me 
still,  tho’  not  so  bad.  They  are  not  of  the  bleeding 
kind  but  rather  watery.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  chicken 
with  Pork  &  Greens.  Sent  Mr.  Press  Custance  this 
Evening  some  Filberts.  Mr.  Girling  sent  us  half  a 
Doz.  Pigeons  this  Evening.  Harry  Baker  made  me  a 
small  low  Stool  to  day  to  rest  my  Legs  upon,  as  they 
swell  so.  No  Appearance  whatever  yet  of  Rain. 

Octbr.  2,  Saturday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  I  was  rather  better  this  Morning  when  I  got 
up  I  think,  than  I  was  Yesterday  Morning.  Mr.  Cus¬ 
tance  sent  us  a  brace  of  Partridges.  Dry  Weather  still 
continues  to  prevail.  Dr.  Thorne  called  here  about 
4.  o’clock  this  Aft.  Dinner  to  day,  boiled  Calfs  Head, 
Pork  &  Greens  and  a  Pigeon-Pye  hot.  My  Legs  & 
Thighs  still  continue  much  swelled,  if  any  thing  rather 
more  and  higher.  Spirits  much  depressed  to  day  upon 
that  Account. 

Octbr.  3,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morn¬ 
ing  at  Weston-Church — Nancy  at  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Custance  at  Church  and  Daughters.  Sent  Ben 
this  Morning  early  to  Mattishall  after  Medicine  for  me 
from  Dr.  Thornes.  Ben  returned  home  to  breakfast. 
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Dinner  to  day,  Breast  of  Veal  and  a  Plumb  Pudding 
boiled  &c.  Britons  Sister,  Lydia  Scurl,  came  here  this 
Morning  by  herself  on  horseback  &  dined  here.  She  is 
a  fine  young  Woman  about  24  Yrs.  of  Age.  Mr.  Foster 
of  Lenewade  Bridge  sent  a  Servant  this  Afternoon  to 
enquire  after  me,  very  kind. 

Octbr.  4,  Monday.  We  breakfasted,  dined,  &c.  again  at 
home.  Mr.  Maynard  called  on  us  this  Morning  and  I 
paid  him  for  my  not  attending  the  Generals  at  Reep- 
ham  on  Friday  last  as  usual  o.  2.  o.  Dinner  to  day, 
hash’d  Calfs  Head  &  Partridges. 


Two  manuscript  pages  of  the  Diary  containing  the  entries 
for  October  5th  to  October  16th  have  been  torn  out. 
The  interleaved  pages  on  which  the  Diarist  entered 
his  weather  record  remain,  and  on  these  one  or  two 
supplementary  notes  have  been  carried  over  from  the 
main  entries.  Thus  on  October  nth:  ‘  Our  New  Boy 
J5  Lane  about  13  Years  old,  came  to  his  Place  to  Night 
and  slept  here.  I  continue  very  indifferent  indeed. 
Pain  so  great  scarce  able  to  walk.’  On  October  15th: 
£Mr.  Emeris  brought  us  some  Damson  Plumbs.’  On 
October  16th:  £Eliz.  Grey  (an  Infant)  was  buried 
this  Afternoon  by  Mr.  Maynard,  aged  12  Years. 
Rather  weaker  &  full  of  Pain  all  over  me.’  Then 
follows  the  last  entry  in  the  Diary. 

October  17,  Sunday.  We  breakfasted,  dined, 

Very  weak  this  Morning,  scarce  able  to  put  on  my 
Cloaths  and  with  great  difficulty,  get  down  Stairs  with 
help.  Mr.  Dade  read  Prayers  &  Preached  this  Morning 
at  Weston  Church — Nancy  at  Church.  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Custance  &  Lady  Bacon  at  Church.  Dinner  to  day, 
Rost  Beef  &c. 


412 


MURAL  MONUMENT  IN  WESTON  CHURCH 


1802 

The  rest  of  the  page  is  blank.  The  Diary  has  come  to  an 
end.  On  New  Year’s  Day,  1803,  Parson  Woodforde 
died.1 

1  See  Appendix  I  for  some  notes  which  have  been  very  kindly  supplied 
to  me  by  my  friend  Dr.  R.  E.  H.  Woodforde.  Mr.  George  Barnard  of 
Norwich,  a  grandson  of  George  Barnard  and  Mary  Girling,  who  were 
married  by  Parson  Woodforde  at  10  a.m.  on  October  20,  1794,  has  sent  me 
the  following  extract  from  one  of  the  letters  of  Elizabeth  Girling  (for  whom 
see  footnote  to  entry  for  April  30,  preceding).  The  letter,  addressed  to 
her  brother  at  Manchester,  is  dated  May  6,  1803:  ‘We  have  likewise  lost 
Mr.  Woodforde  which  the  parish  will  have  reason  to  lament,  as  our  new 
parson  Mr.  Dell  has  made  the  tythe  double  what  it  was.  He  was  two  and 
twenty  years  curate  at  Weston  in  Buckinghamshire.  So  it  seems  he  was  to 
be  a  Weston  man.  We  are  to  have  singing  at  Church.’ 
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Notes  relating  to  the  death  of  Parson  Woodforde ,  with 
some  particulars  of  Nancy  Woodforde  as  supplied  by 
Dr.  R.  E.  H.  Woodforde  of  A shw ell,  Baldock ,  Herts. 

Extract  from  Nancy’s  Diary  for  1803  :* 

‘January  1.  Saturday.  Weston.  Norfolk.  This  morning  about 
a  quarter  after  Ten  o’clock  died  my  ever  dear  Uncle  James  Wood¬ 
forde  whoes  loss  I  shall  lament  all  the  days  of  my  life.  Mrs.  Cus- 
tance  came  to  me  about  12  o’clock.’ 

‘Su(nday)  Mrs.  Custance  called  on  me  this  morning.  Mrs. 
Bodham  came  to  stay  with  me  just  before  Mrs.  Custance  left  me.’ 

Extract  from  the  Weston  Register  by  the  Rector,  the  Rev.  Edward 
Clark: 

‘James  Woodforde,  single  man,  was  buried  Jan.  5th,  aged  63 — 
Rector.’  The  entry  is  in  the  hand  of  Mr.  Maynard  but  there  is 
nothing  to  show  who  performed  the  ceremony.  The  Register  is 
signed  at  the  foot  by  John  Dell,  who  followed  James  Woodforde  as 
Rector. 

A  note  in  the  handwriting  of  Nephew  Bill: 

‘Wednesday  the  5  th  of  January  1803  set  off  in  the  Taunton  coach 
from  Castle  Cary  about  half  past  1  o’clock  at  noon  for  Norfolk,  got 
to  London  the  next  day  about  1  o’clock,  set  off  in  the  Mail  Coach 
the  same  evening  and  got  to  Norwich  the  day  being  the  7th  of  the 
month,  got  to  the  House  of  mourning  about  4  after  noon,  running 
in  that  short  time  a  distance  of  238  miles  without  1  minutes  sleep.’ 

There  is  no  reference  in  Nancy’s  Diary  to  the  funeral  on  January 
5th.  On  January  22  ‘Brother  W’m  and  self  went  to  Norwich  and 
administered  to  my  Uncles  Will’.  The  Will  is  dated  29  April,  1799. 
The  Diarist  left  £$  to  the  poor  of  Weston  and  the  rest  of  his  estate 
equally  between  Bill  and  Nancy. 

‘A  True  and  Perfect  Inventory  of  all  Goods  Chattels,  Wares 
and  Merchandises,  as  well  moveable  as  not  moveable,  and  other 
Personal  Estate  and  effects  of  the  Revd  Ja.  Woodforde,  Late  of  the 
parish  of  Weston  in  the  County  of  Norfolk  in  the  Diocese  Norwich 

1  Nancy’s  Diary  for  1802  is  missing. 
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Deceased,  Made  by  us  whose  names  are  hereunto  Subscribed  the 
27th  Day  of  January  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1803 


£  8 

Purse  and  Wearing  Apparel 

120  O 

Plate  and  Household  Furniture 

171  O 

Library 

30  O 

Horses  and  Harness 

26  0 

3  Cows  and  1  Heifer 

20  0 

2  Swine 

4  0 

Hay 

22  0 

Corn 

20  O 

Plough  Carts  and  other  implements  of  Husbandry 

l8  O 

Turnips 

5  0 

Poultry 

I  0 

Sum  Total  .£437  0 

Debts  owing  by  the  Deceased  .£250 

Appraised  by  us  the  Day  and  Year  above  Written 

Stepn  Andrews 
Wm  Dade’  1 


Extract  from  Nancy’s  Diary  for  1803: 

February  31  ‘Brother  Wm  and  self  went  to  church  for  the  first 
Time  since  my  poor  Uncle  was  buried,  very  low  to-day.  Greatly 
affected  at  seeing  my  dear  Uncles  Grave  to-day.’ 

February  26  ‘Had  a  new  Black  Silk  Sarst  Gown  from  Miss  Ryder 
in  London  ^5  6  o.’ 

March  20  ‘The  Miss  Custances  came  for  me  this  morning  and 
took  me  Home  with  them,  left  Weston  Parsonage  this  morning 
where  I  had  lived  with  my  late  dear  and  worthy  Uncle  24  years.’ 

April  24  ‘Went  to  Church  with  Mrs.  Custance  etc,  saw  Mr.  Dell 
[the  new  Rector]  there  for  the  first  time.  Mr.  Dell  dined  with  us 
at  Weston  House.’ 


Some  time  in  May  Nancy  left  Weston  House  and  stayed  with  the 
Thornes  until  May  28,  when  she  went  to  Mrs.  Bodham’s.  On 
August  11  Nancy  arrived  in  London  to  live  with  her  Brother 
Samuel.  She  finally  left  London  on  July  5,  1805,  for  Castle  Cary, 

1  The  sale  of  the  Diarist’s  effects,  both  inside  and  out,  took  place  on 
April  19,  20,  and  21.  Everything,  including  books  and  pictures,  seems  to 
have  been  sold.  The  auctioneer  was  W.  Parson  of  Norwich. 
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where  she  lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeans  (not  to  be  confused  with 
the  Jeans  of  Witchingham)  for  the  rest  of  her  life.  She  became 
known  as  Great  Aunt  Anne  to  a  crowd  of  relatives  young  and  old, 
who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood.  She  died  at  Cary  January  6,  1830, 
and  was  buried  at  Ansford  on  January  15. 

Some  volumes  of  her  Diary  have  survived,  but  several  of  these 
have  only  a  few  entries.  The  last  volume  is  dated  1813. 

There  is  nothing  to  show  that  she  revisited  Weston.  She  often 
wrote  to  the  Custances  and  to  Briton.  A  great  number  of  letters 
from  Mrs.  Custance  were  accidentally  destroyed,  many  were  dated 
from  Bath,  and  it  is  likely  that  Nancy  met  her  there,  Bath  being  the 
shopping  centre  for  Cary. 

William  Woodforde  died  July  23,  1844,  aged  86.  Samuel  died 
at  Ferrara  from  ‘Fever’  July  27,  1817,  on  his  homeward  journey 
from  Rome. 
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The  problem  of  ‘ Dilapidations'*  in  the  Eighteenth  Century. 

The  following  letter,  of  which  the  original  manuscript  is  in  the 
possession  of  Dr.  R.  E.  H.  Woodforde,  throws  much  light  on  the 
‘Dilapidations’  dispute  between  Parson  Woodforde  and  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  his  predecessor,  Dr.  Gloster  Ridley.  References 
to  this  dispute  will  be  found  in  pp.  155,  1 71,  182,  187,  191,  194,  of 
Vol.  I  of  the  Diary.  The  dispute  lasted  from  April  1775  to  Decem¬ 
ber  1776,  when  it  was  amicably  settled.  The  letter  does  credit  to 
the  various  parties  in  the  dispute,  and  gives  a  vivid  impression  of 
Weston  Parsonage  as  it  once  was.  Dr.  Gloster  Ridley,  in  addition 
to  the  living  of  Weston,  enjoyed  the  ‘donatives’  of  Romford  and 
Poplar:  at  Poplar  he  was  chaplain  to  the  East  India  Company 
(see  Nichols,  Literary  Anecdotes  of  the  Eighteenth  Century ,  vol.  i, 
pp.  641-9). 

Hatton  Street 

gr  Feby  [1776] 

I  should  sooner  have  answord  yr  Lett1"  of  Jany  8th  but  Mrs. 
Ridley’s  friends  being  some  of  them  Invalids,  &  some  in  the 
Country,  the  late  inclemant  Weather,  made  it  impossible  to  consult 
them  earlier.  She  has  just  now  transmitted  me  a  Lettr  from  yr 
Attorney  Mr.  Francis  Signifying  that  You  had  directed  Him  to 
commence  a  Suit  against  Her  in  the  Ecclesiasticall  Court. 

The  Affair  Sr  has  been  communicated  to  the  Bp  of  Norwich  & 
many  other  Respectable  Persons,  well  acquainted  with  all  preceed- 
ing  Particulars,  who  are  all  as  much  Surprized  as  I  was,  at  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  demand;  however  as  Mrs.  Ridley’s  Inclination,  as  well  as 
the  advice  of  her  Friends,  woud  certainly  lead  her  to  do  every  thing 
that  is  Right;  &  as  Mr.  Tomson  (if  I  am  rightly  informed)  was  only 
a  Carpenter  by  trade,  I  wrote  on  Saturd^  last,  to  Mr.  Duquesne  a 
very  worthy  Clergyman  &  near  Neighbour,  to  request  that  He 
woud  procure  a  sworn  Surveyor  to  view  the  Premises;  &  as  yr 
Surveyor  as  well  as  her  former  One,  might  be  mistaken,  I  flatter 
mysf  that  a  Gentleman  of  yr  Character,  &  in  yr  Situation,  will  not 
be  adverse  to  wait  the  issue  of  this  second  Survey;  as  I  cannot  but 
suppose  that  yr  Intent  also, is  todo  thatwhichisstricklyjust;  &that 
you  will  abhor  the  thoughts  of  oppressing  the  Widow  &  Children 
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of  a  Man,  of  whom,  tho’  I  find  you  know  very  little;  Yet  when  you 
come  to  be  settled  in  yr  new  Preferment,  You  will  learn  to  have 
been  the  universall  Object  of  Love  &  Esteem. 

You  must  now  give  me  leave  to  rectify  one  or  two  great  Errors 
you  have  fallen  into.  You  observe,  that  Dr.  R.  spent  but  little  of  his 
time  at  W eston\  for  the  last  eighteen  years  I  can  answer  pretty  well 
for  most  of  his  Motions;  &  can  inform  you,  that  for  Ten  or  Twelve 
of  them,  He  spent  Four  months  there  constantly,  (a  pretty  toler¬ 
able  Residence),  But  I  must  acquaint  you  further,  that  He  took 
great  delight  in  the  Place,  reckoning  upon  his  going  thither  as  a 
Schoolboy  upon  Breaking  up;  as  it  removd  Him  from  those  Scenes 
of  Publick  Business,  in  which  He  was  now  perpetually  engagd,  tho’ 
so  very  indifferently  rewarded  for  them;  in  consequence  of  wch 
He  laid  out  a  great  deal  more  on  the  House  &  Garden  (wch  he 
entirly  made)  than  his  Friends  thought  Prudent. 

Dhe  Dilapidations  he  recd ,  are  too  trifling  to  repeat,  &  as  to  the 
.£100  left  him  for  Build8  etc,  You  are  greatly  mistaken.  Twenty 
years  (to  the  best  of  my  belief)  after  the  death  of  his  Predecessor; 
on  his  talking  of  making  an  Addition  to  the  Parsonage-House;  (for 
the  reason  I  have  mentiond)  Mr.  Smith,  the  Son  of  that  Gentle¬ 
man,  made  him  an  Offer  of  _£ioo,  out  of  a  Principle  of  Conscience, 
&  from  a  due  conviction  of  the  misbehaviour  of  his  Father,  in 
suffering  the  Parsonage  to  fall  into  such  a  ruiness  State,  to  the  Re¬ 
pairs  of  wch  he  was  sensible,  the  sum  allowd  was  by  no  means 
adequate.  Dr.  R.  laid  out  £ 200  more,  as  can  be  made  appear  from 
the  Bills  ready  to  be  produced.  I  mysf  remember  It  the  vilest 
Thatched  Hovel  I  ever  saw;  in  its  improvd  state  I  never  saw  It, 
You  are  the  best  Judge  what  that  is. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  set  You  right  in  these  particulars,  &  am  Sr 

Yr  Most  Humble  Send 

J.  Pilgrim. 
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Accidents,  223,  304,  318. 
to  coach,  397. 
and  v.  Chimney-sweep. 

Agriculture,  374  and  ed. 

Board  of,  374  ed. 
delayed  by  cold,  187. 

Allied  Expedition  to  Holland,  209 
and  ed.,  213,  215. 

American  man,  shipwrecked,  20. 
Animals,  Cows,  Beauty,  208. 
and  calf,  288,  355. 
nearly  choked,  381. 

Nance  dies,  148. 

Patty,  208. 

and  calves,  130,  244. 
is  sold,  280. 

Polly,  208. 

and  calf,  23,  1 13,  315. 

Sally  and  calf,  308. 

Dogs,  ‘badger  kind’  [dachshund  ?], 

305- 

greyhounds,  6,  350. 
harriers,  Coke  of  Norfolk’s,  150 
ed. 

pointer,  Juno,  6. 

Polcatt,  282,  296. 

Ranger,  166. 

Rover,  101. 

spaniels,  Dash,  221,  222. 

Fido,  136. 

Custances’,  361. 
of  H.  Custance’s,  364. 

W.  Custance’s,  221,  222. 
stray  lap-dog,  272. 

Tony  (mad),  5. 
toy,  Mab,  325. 

Plorses,  Mares  and  Asses: 

Jenny  shot,  2. 
another,  346. 

Rodney  good  tho  blind,  248,  279, 

335:  337)  37C  387- 

Hobbies,  395. 

Dickey-Asses,  320. 


Pigs  and  Sows : 

bitten  by  mad  dog,  6. 

Putnam,  33. 

Sows  and  good  litters,  113,  373. 

misleading,  264. 

Poultry  ‘frizzled’,  135. 
weakened  by  cold,  157. 
gander  ‘very  weak’,  13 1. 
goose  and  goslings,  24,  379. 
turkies,  62,  373,  388. 
sheep  in  churchyard,  1 84. 
and  v.  Estate  of  Parson  W.,  Bees, 
Birds,  Wasps,  and  Invasion 
Scare. 

Apprentice  to  medico,  371. 

Armed  Neutrality,  297  ed. 
and  v.  Grain. 

Assembly  at  Hingham,  223. 

Assizes,  305,  328. 

Balls,  268,  277,  344,  363,  396. 

Bank  crisis,  15  and  ed.,  16,  19  and  ed. 
‘draught’,  354,  356. 
failure,  259  ed. 
interest  4  per  cent.,  358. 
notes,  236,  254,  278,  317. 

new  issue,  18. 
rumour,  290. 

Bankers,  v.  Index,  Pt.  II  (a)  Hoares 
and  Kerrison. 

Banns,  283,  286,  et  alibi. 

Baptisms,  v.  Religious  observances. 
Barley,  sprouted  and  smutty,  271. 
Barometer,  high,  98. 

‘Beas’  [beast  ?]  house,  91. 

Bed-covering,  excessive,  328. 

Beds,  unwarmed,  158,  181,  183,  230, 
243,  292. 
warmed,  299. 

Bee  veil,  397. 

Bees,  1 17,  120,  213,  263,  298,  344, 
400. 


1  For  this  Index  I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  K.  A.  Patmore. 
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Bees  ( contd .) 

hived  by  servants,  265,  318,  319,  397. 
object  to  hive,  201. 
skep,  92. 

sting  Parson  W.,  141. 
swarm,  121,  201,  202,  204. 
on  chimney-pit,  1 20. 

Beetle  or  Mallet,  164  and  ed. 
Beverages,  Beer  for  aged  Poor,  156. 
ten  years  old,  3  8 1 ,  and  v.  Remedies, 
coffee,  170,  303. 

mead,  3,  9,  22,  71,  74,  111,  117, 
21 1,  et  alibi. 

Punch,  149. 

wines,  mountain,  363;  port,  155. 
rasberry  vinegar,  327. 
tea,  afternoon,  203,  and  v.  Brewing 
and  Prices. 

‘Bid’  vice  abode,  1 10. 

Birds,  tame  hawk  and 

lapwing,  271,  and  v.  sub  Animals, 
poultry. 

‘Birth’  vice  berth,  293. 

Bishop’s  Pastoral  in  re  invasion,  329, 

331- 

Boarding-skreen,  v.  ‘Jericho’. 

Bonfire  at  Plymouth,  343  ed. 

Books;  Antiquities ,  Grose,  102  and  ed. 
Bone  for  the  democrats ,  241. 

Letters  of  Junius,  283. 

Naval  officers,  1 6. 

Physiognomy,  Lavater,  219  and  ed. 

Poems,  Newton,  46. 

and  v.  Septuagint,  116  ed. 

Brewing,  et  alibi,  21,  80,  86,  149,  178, 

376. 

Cyder,  191,  341,  354. 
mead  v.  sub  Beverages. 

Bridewell,  164. 

Brief  for  alms,  318. 

Brumaire,  1 8th,  225  ed. 

Burial  fees,  5,  253,  340,  341. 

Burials,  v.  sub  Religious  observances. 

Candle,  night,  407. 
smokes,  405. 
and  v.  Wax  candle. 

Carriers,  64,  99. 

Cartoon  of  ‘Jean  Bool’,  109  ed. 
Catholic  Emancipation,  302  ed. 
Census: 

in  re  D.  O.  R.  A.,  1 1 5 
of  Weston,  309. 


Charcoal  stove  risks,  266. 

Charges,  e.g.  blacksmith’s,  80,  148, 
362  and  ed. 

carpenter’s,  6,  192,  283. 
clock-cleaning,  362. 
cobbler’s  and  shoemaker’s,  90,  234, 
306- 

farrier’s,  64,  295. 

too  high,  387. 
glazier’s,  161,  307. 
malster’s,  159. 
mason’s,  284. 
miller’s,  159,  294. 
postal,  33. 
tailor’s,  53,  68,  263. 
thatcher’s,  41,  348. 
upholsterer’s,  197. 
washerwomen’s,  198. 
and  v.  College  dues,  Dress,  Fees, 
and  Prices. 

Cheesemonger  to  Govt.,  217. 

Chimney  sweep,  accident  to,  61  and  ed. 

Christmas  boxes,  90. 

dinner  to  poor,  89,  231,  291,  358. 
gifts,  91. 

Church  rate,  155,  358. 
ringers,  90,  157,  231. 
singers  inhibited,  266. 
singing,  413  ed. 
wardens,  320,  329,  388. 

Clergy  generals,  46,  254,  255,  412. 
widows  charity,  352. 

Cleric,  ‘disturbed’  [unfrocked?],  116. 
‘reduced’  (an  impostor),  395,  396. 

and  companion,  ibid. 
with  natural  hair,  116. 

Clerics  ‘fashionable  young  men’,  31. 

Clubs,  Weston  Purse,  43,  119,  191,258, 

3 1 6,  393- 

Coach  journey  in  haste,  414. 

Coal  shortage,  168. 

Cold,  record,  164,  169  and  ed. 

College  dues,  69,  70,  352,  360. 

Coming  of  age,  76. 

Commission  in  Army,  135. 

Consols  4  per  cent.,  356. 

Coronation  oath,  300  ed. 

Coroner’s  inquest,  229. 
jury,  ibid, 
and  v.  Elections. 

County  Meeting,  76. 

Coursing,  20,  288,  289,  302,  350. 

Credit  note,  117. 
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Cuckoo  first  heard,  312. 

Curate,  dilatory,  v.  Pt.  II  (a)  Cotman. 
stipend  of,  123,  151,  195,  227,  257, 
317,  et  alibi. 

‘testimonium’  for,  285. 

Curios  and  sundries,  bottle  cleaner 
(wire),  96. 

coal-scuttle  for  smuggling, 
294  ed. 

ink-stand,  black  Wedgwood, 
377- 

paper  flower-stand,  97. 

Spanish  dollars,  21. 
wooden  legs  for  stockings,  305. 

Danes  ‘behave  very  shabby’,  310. 

Dean  of  Norwich,  v.  Pt.  II  (a)  Turner. 
Death,  sudden,  312. 

D.O.R.A.,  109  ed. 

Meetings  in  re,  113,  115. 
and  v.  Invasion  Scare. 

Diary,  book  form  resumed,  140,  141. 
entry  in  Greek  lettering,  366. 
leaves  missing,  140,  402,  403,  412. 
notes  by  editor,  36,  37. 
of  Nancy  W.,  414,  415. 

Diseases,  disabilities  and  ailments, 
ague,  273. 

apoplectic  symptoms,  74, 
145,  148. 

arm  weakness,  264. 
blindness,  22,  301. 
cholic,  82,  83,  190,  257. 
from  fruit,  270. 
hysteric,  258. 
colds,  33,  35,  69. 

with  eruption,  361. 
consumption  [phthisis?],  129, 

133,  354,  375- 

galloping,  380. 

also,  decline  [phthisis?],  213, 
372,  381- 

coughs,  373,  384,  406. 
cramp,  132,  318,  391. 
deafness,  temporary,  10. 
dropsical  signs,  340. 
dumbness,  92. 
earache,  226. 
emiss:  noc:,  280. 
eye  trouble,  67,  301. 
fever,  314. 

intermittent,  325. 


low,  3 1 6. 
putrid,  5. 

Roman  ?  416. 

[tropic?]  352. 
voc.  ‘yellow’,  243. 
fits,  1 73,  328. 

and  sudden  death,  262. 
epileptic,  234. 
flux  [dysentery  ?],  177. 
gouty  trouble,  36,  74,  93, 
223,  225,  234,  246,  284, 

311,  339,  364- 
dangerous,  380. 
gravel,  388. 
head  ake,  380. 

noises,  327. 
indigestion,  355. 
inflamed  mouth,  339,  340, 
34i,  342,  344,  346- 
causes  assigned,  339. 
intestinal  trouble,  406. 
kidney  trouble,  163. 
knee  trouble,  12. 
lameness,  temporary,  220. 
mental  derangement,  55,  100, 
229,  261,  306. 
the  King’s,  302  and  ed. 
nervous  depression,  254. 
night-sweats,  263. 
pains,  abdominal,  264. 
paralysis,  237. 
paralytic  seizure,  244. 

symptoms,  324. 
piles,  103,  104,  1 12,  1 17, 

368,  369,  408,  409,  410, 
411- 

quinsy  [  ?],  152. 
rheumatism,  75,  184,  307. 
rupture  [ducal],  374. 
scrofula,  371. 
small-pox,  362  ed. 
swellings,  dropsical,  409,  410, 
411- 

toothache,  281. 
trouble  (undefined)  in  throat, 
404. 

‘violent  affection’  (undefined), 
403- 

water-on-the-brain,  352. 
animals,  cows,  130,  13 1. 
gargut,  148,  244,  250. 
and  tail-shot,  130. 
dogs,  rabies,  5. 
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Diseases  ( contd .) 
horses,  248. 
and  v.  Remedies. 

Dole,  227. 

anon,  per  Briton  Scurl,  391. 

Dress,  fancy,  246. 

declined  by  ‘young  gentlemen’, 

ibid. 

funeral  perquisites,  5,  6,  106,  253, 
34°; 

materials,  muslin,  97. 

jaccanant  [jaconette],  27. 
velveret,  209. 

men’s,  clerical  morning  gown,  50, 
3°4- 

breeches  of  velveret,  243,  372. 
coat  of  second  cloth,  263. 
flannel  waistcoat,  66,  67. 
gloves,  beaver,  106. 
hat,  ‘old  shabby’,  63. 
shoes,  ‘largest  for  gout’,  224. 
silk  handkerchiefs,  161. 
white  handkerchiefs,  69. 

Spencer,  200  ed. 

‘undress’,  216. 

servant’s,  breeches,  velveret,  389. 
frock  of  velveret,  249. 
great  coat,  366. 

‘thick-set’,  241. 
waistcoat,  304. 

uniform,  ‘regimentals’,  226,  33 1  v 
‘brilliant’  volunteer,  109  ed. 
military,  101. 

‘nothing  at  all  militaire’  [mufti], 
212. 

sailor’s  ‘trowers’,  288. 
women’s  ‘bosom  friend’,  200  and  ed., 
201,  401  and  ed. 
gowns,  mourning,  415. 
muslin,  388. 
headgear: 

bonnet  ‘Camperdown’,  129 
and  ed. 

Pick-Nick,  392. 
hat  in  Garter  blue,  27. 

‘little  chip’,  8. 
pellices  ‘fashionable’,  283. 
als.  greatcoats,  ibid. 
riding  habit,  366. 
scarf,  second-hand,  161. 
shifts,  callicoe,  293. 

‘Spencer’,  200  and  ed. 

Stays,  299. 


umbrellas,  177. 
worn  by  Royal  family,  87  ed. 
Drunkenness,  127,  326,  353,  et  alibi. 
Dutch  fleet,  73  and  ed.,  77,  141,  213, 
328- 

Earnest  money,  hiring,  212. 

Easter  gifts,  1  r  1,  248. 

Education  at  Rugby,  53  and  ed. 
Election  riots,  399. 

Elections,  Coroners,  88,  89. 

Norfolk  County,  398,  399,  400,  401, 
402. 

bye  election,  76  and  ed.,  80. 
Norwich,  194,  195,  399. 

Estate  of  Parson  W.,  414,  415. 

Fairs,  73,  279,  284,  321,  398,  and  v. 
Gaunt. 

‘Family  way’  (household  necessaries), 
321  et  alibi. 

Farmer’s  sobriety,  228. 

Fast,  public,  18,  99,  102,  103. 

Fees,  at  clergy  generals,  46,  118,  219, 
255,  276. 

Bishop’s,  321. 
for  banns,  283. 

copy  of  Register,  268,  272. 
physician’s,  57,  58,  107,  and  v. 
Burial. 

Fire  at  Norwich  Cathedral,  321. 

Fires  in  dog-days,  402. 

June,  200,  319,  398. 
left  off,  253. 

First  swallow,  113,  190,  384. 

very  late,  251. 

Fleaed  =  flayed,  148. 

Floods,  173,  238. 

Flowers,  destroyed  by  frost,  175. 

surviving,  175,  179. 

Fodder,  damaged  by  frost,  164. 

shortage,  183,  199,  269. 

Food  riots,  308. 

and  fatalities,  309. 
in  Somerset,  308. 

Foods,  all  frozen,  157,  167,  363. 

abstinence  diet,  103,  no,  244,  et 
alibi. 

fish,  from  upholsterer,  197. 
eels  in  rain-storm,  337. 
from  butcher,  216. 

Foster,  208. 
stewed,  117. 
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gudgeons  from  Anson,  300. 
maccarel  and  gooseberry  sauce, 
119. 

oysters,  Colchester,  282. 

rosted,  81,  89. 
perch,  boiled,  179. 
pike,  boiled,  176. 
very  indifferent,  86. 
with  pudding  in  his  belly,  17. 
sent  by  Andrews,  253. 

Girling,  31 1. 

Press  Custance,  207. 
plaise,  Dutch,  287. 
red  herrings,  very  fine,  355. 
salt  fish  and  egg  sauce,  167. 
smelts,  1 12. 
tench, 

from  Emeris,  1x9,  205. 
Howlett,  257. 
trout,  brace  of,  315. 
from  H.  Custance,  249. 
meats,  beef ‘cold  rost,  enjoyed’,  73. 
dubbin  of,  1. 
ox  roasted  whole,  149. 

another,  cancelled,  346. 
patties  with  upright  paste,  28. 
slip  marrow  bone,  21,  260, 
et  alibi. 

lamb,  London,  113,  150. 
sculphling,  262. 
target  of,  206. 

mutton,  harridan,  ‘very  insipid’, 

138- 

Scotch,  very  fine,  198. 
steak  for  Nancy  W.,  376. 
pork,  bladebones,  351. 

ham,  ‘spoiled  by  hoppers’,  235. 
pig’s  chop  [chap],  206. 

Saucesage  dumplins,  352. 
and  v.  Pt.  II  ( a )  sub  Woodeforde, 
Rev.  James, 
veal,  at  Easter,  308. 
nuckle  of,  148. 
pie,  314. 
calf’s  fry,  315. 

gin  or  chaldron,  44,  117,  148, 
206,  256. 
pluck,  67. 

Poultry  and  game, 

fowl  with  pudding  in  its  breast, 

34- 

goose  for  Michaelmas,  342. 
pigeon  pudding,  386. 


game  from  Dade,  213. 

Girling,  2. 

hare  from  Emeris,  14 1,  144. 
and  Bidewell,  96. 

Girling,  9. 

Squire,  174. 
with  stale  stuffing,  284. 
leveret  with  stuffing  in  his  belly, 

335- 

partridges,  149,  1 53.  _ 
pheasant,  ‘eat  up  with  maggots’, 

345- 

from  Press  Custance,  290. 
Squire,  Oct.  1,  343. 
snipes  from  Press  C.,  291. 
wild-duck,  ‘very  great  rarity’,  1 77. 
sweet  dishes,  cakes,  hollow,  128. 
little,  10. 

made  by  Betty  Dade,  121. 
wedding,  186,  255. 
puddings,  batter,  non-solid,  80. 
green  apricot,  387. 

Sewet,  272. 
skimmer-cake,  107. 
with  rasins,  278,  279. 
pies,  mince,  for  Mr.  Maynard, 

I57- 

vegetables  and  fruit,  broad  Beans, 
Windsor,  65. 
colly  flower  brocoli,  32. 
spinnage,  202. 
fruit  apple,  heavy,  276. 
apples,  beefans,  276. 
codlins,  215. 
nonpareils: 

(stolen),  142. 
grapes,  222. 

green  gooseberries,  disagree, 
119. 

melon,  62,  133,  404. 
nuts,  filberts,  344. 
oranges,  113. 

varia ,  carraway  biscuits,  348. 
cake,  367. 

cheese  for  Emeris,  233. 

Somerset,  217. 

for  Squire,  204. 
with  Royal  Arms,  217. 

‘crock  als  cottage  pie’,  335. 

‘desert,  poor’,  3. 
fish  sauce  disagrees,  184. 
fritters,  Shrove-Tuesday,  15,  167. 
heat  ups,  71. 
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Foods  ( contd .) 
honey,  74. 

rather  old,  71. 
and  v.  Bees, 
marrow  toast,  139. 
mushrooms,  ‘primeurs’,  339. 
preserved,  279. 
with  chicken,  276. 
plovers  eggs,  309. 

‘primeurs’,  23,  48,  185,  199,  204, 
206,  314,  318. 
cucumbers,  253,  383,  384. 
potatoes  from  Nancy  Spragg,  322. 
rasberry  jam,  266. 

‘sandwich  or  refreshment’,  130. 
soup,  sorrell,  28. 

and  last  entry,  ‘rost  beef’,  412,  v.  in 
extenso  Vols.  I  and  II,  Index,  cog. 
and  v.  Tithe  audit. 

French  Directory  dissolved,  225  ed. 
emigrants,  8,  206  and  ed. 
fleet,  3  ed.,  16  and  ed. 
govt.,  225  and  ed. 
invasion,  v.  Invasion,  scare, 
leave,  180  and  ed. 
prisoners,  71. 

‘Frolic’,  farmers’,  86. 
and  v.  Harvest. 

Frosts,  severe,  in  April  [1799],  183. 

Frozen  utensils,  182. 

Furniture,  bedroom  sofa,  407. 
bureau,  276. 
mohogany,  237. 
stool,  leg-rest,  41 1. 
and  v.  Estate. 

Game  Act,  66  and  ed. 
and  v.  Shooting  Act. 

Games,  backgammon,  295. 
card  commerce,  49. 
loo,  68. 
whist,  2,  3. 
tennis,  374. 
and  v.  Sports. 

Gardening  and  forestry,  2,  6,  8,  21,  28, 
102,  104,  137,  198,  303,  345, 
346. 

oak  cut  down,  206. 

Scotch  fir,  largest,  125. 
success  with  cucumber,  384. 
and  v.  Plants. 

Gaunt  (fair),  118,  189,  255,  314,  390. 
and  v.  preceding  vols.,  Index,  cog. 


Gipsies,  179. 

Glebe,  49. 

and  v.  sub  Weston,  lands,  Pt.  II  ( b ). 
Grain,  imported,  fails,  297  ed. 

and  v.  Armed  Neutrality. 
Guild-Day,  200. 

Guns(?)  heard  at  Weston,  329. 

Hackney-coach,  commissioner,  323. 

salary  of,  ibid. 

Hares  and  poaching,  125. 

Harvest,  a  late,  21 1,  212. 
frolic,  334. 

Largesse,  1 34  et  alibi. 

Thanksgiving  (new),  341. 
wheat-shearing,  61,  131,  330. 
Harvesters  rest  in  heat,  269. 

Hath  vice  has,  218,  300,  et  alibi. 
Hawker’s  obliging  behaviour,  304. 

Hay  ‘smells  like  a  violet’,  320. 

Heiress,  398. 

Hindu  dynasty  (Mysore)  revived, 
214  ed. 

Home  crafts;  Brewing  and  Gardening, 
q.v. 

cordial-making,  267. 
ironing  by  Nancy,  221,  264,  320. 
jam-making  by  Nancy,  266. 
needlework,  108. 
paper  stand,  97. 
patchwork,  108. 
still-room  products,  327. 
sugar-loaf  cutting,  290. 
Honeymoon  at  grandmother’s,  215. 
chaperons,  96. 

House  of  Industry  (workhouse),  267. 

and  v.  Index,  Pt.  II  ( [b )  Dereham. 
Hulver  (holly),  290. 

and  v.  preceding  vols.  Index,  cog. 

Illuminations,  150,  346. 

Impudence  of  debt-collector,  159. 

unmarried  mother,  173. 

Inns,  Attlebridge,  Bull,  218,  270,  307. 
Norwich,  King’s  Head,  54,  147. 
Weston,  Heart  vel  Red  Heart,  43,  64, 
9°,  91,  105,  112,  1 15,  1 19,  191, 
249,  284,  309,  316,  322,  339,  393. 
and  v.  Whitsun. 

Invasion  scare,  108,  109  and  ed.,  329. 
Bishop’s  Pastoral  in  re,  329. 
live  stock  in  re,  329. 
public  meeting  in  re,  331. 
and  v.  D.O.R.A.  and  Volunteer. 
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Inventory  of  Parson  W.’s  miscellanies, 
236. 

Ireland,  Union  with  [1801],  292. 

Irish  (Southern),  loyalty,  3  and  ed. 

rebellion,  137  and  ed. 

Iron  creepers  [grapnel],  336. 

‘Jericho’  [privy],  166. 
screen,  364. 

and  v.  Vol.  I,  Index,  cog. 

King,  300  ed. 

King’s  birthday,  317  and  ed. 

mental  derangement,  302,  303,  304. 
reported  death,  312. 

Loan,  18  years  old,  356. 

Longevity,  247,  275  ed.,  359  ed. 
Lotteries,  247,  248,  249,  250,  357. 
English,  180,  238,  239. 

Irish,  150. 

Loyalty,  universal,  109. 

Mad  =  angry,  18. 

Marriage  settlement,  ‘very  cunning’, 
97‘. 

Marriages,  v.  sub  Religious  observ¬ 
ances. 

Masquerade  ball,  246. 

Mead  v.  Beverages. 

Methodists  at  Weston,  312. 
Michaelmas  Day,  O.S.,  277,  344. 

Goose,  v.  Norfolk  Custom. 

Militia,  County,  10,  11  and  ed.,  101, 
135,  158,  226. 

Ministry  of  Pitt  falls,  300  and  ed. 
[Moratorium]  v.  Bank  crisis. 

Music,  bell-harp,  90,  232. 
drum,  1 1 9. 
and  fife,  393. 

and  v.  Church  and  National  Anthem. 
Mutiny  at  Sheerness,  30  ed. 

Spithead,  30  and  ed. 
the  Nore,  30  ed.,  73  ed. 

National  Anthem,  316. 

Naval  commission  at  Parsonage,  261. 
prize  money,  242. 
rating,  v.  Pt.  II  ( a )  Chapman. 
Navy,  Royal,  Fleets,  Admiral  Duncan’s, 
129  ed. 

Mediterranean,  16  ed. 
and  v.  French  and  Spanish  and  Pt.  II 
[a)  Jervis  and  Nelson. 


Neat  =  nett,  303. 

Nelson  and  blind  eye,  ed.  citing 
Southey,  310. 

Newspapers,  18,  33,  72,  hi,  174,  184, 
225-59  pa$sim,  279-86  passim. 
fail,  165,  296,  307,  309,  322,  377. 
forgotten,  182,  and  v.  Pt.  II  ( a ) 
Bidewell,  Cary  and  Stoughton, 
Wm. 

sent  to  E.  Indies,  176. 
proprietors,  Bacon,  265. 

Crouse,  ibid. 

publication,  Ipswich,  92,  238. 
London,  237. 

Norwich,  196  et  alibi. 

Stamp  Act,  53  and  ed. 

New  year  [1800],  232,  233. 

[1803]  the  last,  413. 

Norfolk  custom,  Michaelmas  goose, 
342- 

‘Old  Stile’  [O.S.],  262. 

Paramour  [non  invidious],  342. 
Parchment  deeds,  385. 

Parish  clerk,  153,  and  v.  Pt.  II  (a) 
Large  and  Thurston, 
meeting  at  Weston,  309,  330. 
register,  14,  66,  117,  127,  268,  320, 
388,  414. 
and  v.  Fees. 

Parishioner,  ungrateful  and  thieving, 
105,  106. 
unruly,  164. 

Peace  negotiations,  67  ed.,  83. 
of  Amiens,  343  ed.,  391  ed. 
rejoicings,  343  and  ed.,  346,  347. 
with  France,  344. 

private  letter  in  re ,  ibid. 
illusive,  343  ed.,  375. 
signed  [1802],  379. 

Plants  (named),  175. 

greenhouse  (curious),  197. 
and  shrubs,  named,  269. 

Pluralism,  4. 

Poachers,  arrested,  ‘ipso  facto’ ,  83. 
Political  meeting,  30. 

Poor,  complaints  in  war-time,  295. 
gifts  to,  290. 
liberality  to,  297  and  ed. 
of  Weston,  231. 

complain,  241,  250. 
to  Squire,  287. 
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Poor  ( contd .) 

patient  and  submissive,  290. 
and  v.  Christmas  dinner,  Dole  and 
St.  Thomas’s  Day. 
rate,  v.  Rates. 

Poor  widow  of  clergyman,  315. 

Poor-House,  381,  and  v.  Hungate 
Pt.  II  [b). 

Postal  affairs  in  re  bye-post,  147. 

Power  of  attorney,  356. 

Prices  [ex cerpta) : 
books,  219  and  ed. 
cereals,  191,  303,  357  (war-time), 
barley,  7,  13;  war-time,  341 

et  alibi. 

corn,  179, 180,  193  ;  war-time,  239. 
flour,  360. 

wheat,  29,  240,  365  (war-time 
record). 

coal,  303,  372  (war-time), 
land  in  Sussex,  280,  334. 
live  stock,  7,  14. 
pigs,  fat,  125. 

‘enormous’,  255. 
upon  honour,  195. 
malster’s,  232,  360. 

high,  368. 
pictures,  178. 
provisions,  high,  276. 

butter,  3,  274  (boom), 
fish,  14. 

herrings,  144. 
maccarel,  119. 
salmon,  very  dear,  32. 
soals,  256. 
oysters,  151. 

‘imposition’,  98. 
honey,  139. 

meat,  14,  m,  159,  196,  216,  273, 

295- 
sugar,  58. 

and  fodder,  hay,  172,  184,  190, 
216. 

turnips,  8. 
very  great,  305. 
tobacco,  1 14. 
war-time,  high,  295. 
dried  fruit,  84. 
meat,  235,  301  and  ed.,  329, 
355- 

boom,  butter,  332,  333. 
three-fold,  bread,  296. 
fall  on  Peace,  347. 


wines  and  spirits,  90,  138,  162,  194, 
J99,  2i5>  274,  2 75,  365. 

port,  123. 

‘amazing’,  99. 

(laud.  temp,  acti),  ibid. 
‘exceeding  dear’,  314. 
old,  307. 
spirits : 

rum,  180,  349. 
addendum ,  varia ,  54. 
cotton  goods,  146. 
dress-coating,  366. 
haberdashery,  263. 

thread,  407. 
hemp  sheeting,  1 6 1 . 
mare’s  skin,  58. 
old  iron,  363. 
pens,  206. 
silk  handks,  161. 
tallow,  51,  269. 

and  cow-hide,  159. 
waistcoat,  261. 
wheel-barrow,  31 1. 
and  v.  in  re  corn  and  coal  prices, 
Pt.  II  (a)  Bloome,  and  dress  prices, 
ibid.  Aldridge. 

Prize  money,  v.  Naval. 

Professor  of  Poetry,  Oxon.,  116  ed. 

Quit  Rents,  218,  278. 

Races  at  Lenewade,  59,  60,  129,  267, 
32 7- 

‘an  apology  for’,  208. 

Rainbow  (exceptional),  354. 

Rateable  value  of  Parsonage,  29,  347. 

Rates,  Poors,  29,  286,  297  ed.,  314, 

347)  385- 
and  v.  Church. 

Receipt,  stamped,  174. 

Religious  observances,  9,  27,  74,  no, 
156,  324,  415,  et  alibi  passim. 
Deacon  ineligible,  230. 
failure  of,  1 10, 145, 148,  378,  and  v. 
Curate. 

Squire’s  annoyance,  no  et 
alibi. 

hour  unpopular,  89. 
last  rites,  100. 

Baptisms,  1,  23,  33,  178,  196, 
203  ed.,  205  ed.,  209. 

Burials,  5,  23,  78,  106,  155,  173, 
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Religious  observances  ( contd .) 

234,  250,  262,  267,  312,  340, 
352,  357,  381,  385, 412. 
ducal,  375. 

in  Church,  5,  106,  253,  265, 
266. 

‘very  expensive’,  240. 
Woodforde,  Parson,  414. 
Marriages,  2,  55,  75,  76,  79,  96,  127, 
130,  192,  235,  255,  256,  286, 
356,  397- 

by  licence,  215,  235,  339. 
forced,  159  and  ed.,  189  and  ed. 
and  v.  Fast,  Fees,  Thanksgiving. 
Remedies,  beer  for  dropsy  (amateur), 

381- 

blister,  37. 

brandy  and  water,  369. 
couching  for  blindness,  301. 
dietary  for  piles,  369. 
leaving  off  smoking,  344,  347,  351. 
Medicaments : 
bark,  24,  193. 

Dr.  Buchan’s,  368  and  ed. 
hemlock,  cicuta ,  371,  373. 
Fluxom’s  tincture,  24,  193. 
Lavender  drops,  258,  324. 
pills,  82,  317. 

quinquiens  die ,  260. 
camphor,  14,  20,  24. 
and  rhubarb,  193. 
rhubarb,  18,  107,  140,  146,  373. 
plaster,  diacolon,  404. 
poultices,  milk,  13. 
sage  tea,  120. 

sweet  oil  for  bee-sting,  141. 
water  gruel,  225,  384. 

ineffective,  281. 
wine,  Lisbon,  258. 
port,  264,  307,  316. 
pint  daily,  22. 

and  v.  Pt.  II  (a)  Woodforde,  A.  M. 
and  v.  Pt.  II  ( a )  Thorne,  Dr. 
veterinary,  drink  for  cow,  131,  244. 
for  dog,  222. 

Rent  of  Widows’  Charity  Cottage, 

357- 

Rents,  237. 

New  College  lands,  159,  294. 
and  v.  Quit  Rents. 

Reversion  of  H.  Woodeforde’s  estate, 
188. 

Ringing  (of  cattle),  316. 


Royal  family,  270  and  ed. 

at  St.  Paul’s,  87  and  ed.,  89. 
visit  to  Norwich,  23  and  ed. 

St.  Swithin’s  Day,  265,  326. 
weather,  208. 

Thomas’s  Day,  290,  357. 

Valentine’s  Day,  10  ed.,  99,  170,  239, 
299,368. 

Sea-bathing,  270  ed. 
machines,  271  ed. 

Select  preacher,  136. 

Septuagint,  MSS.  collated  by  Holmes, 
1 16  ed. 

Servants  as  caretakers,  293. 
at  elections,  401. 
fete,  316. 

‘Moonshine’s’,  363. 

Weston  Ho.,  359. 
audit  gifts  for,  94,  95,  et  alibi. 
black  silk  for,  107. 
grief  for  dead  dog,  102. 
hive  bees,  265  et  alibi. 
indifferent  to  outing,  292. 
pleased  at  outing,  293. 
love  affairs  of,  261,  264,  337, 342,  345. 
play  cards,  294. 
silver  spoon  for,  88. 
skimped  by  housekeeper,  355. 
thieving,  207,  327. 
and  v.  Pt.  II  (a)  Case,  Robt. ;  Dade, 
Betty;  Daines,  H.;  Gunton,  S.; 
Leggatt,  Ben;  Scurl,  Briton; 
Woodcock,  Barnabas. 

Shaving  accident,  141. 

Shooting  Act,  pheasants,  343. 

Shrammed  [benumbed,  N.E.D. ],  84. 

Skeleton-in-the-cupboard,  v.  Pt.  II 
(a)  Ralph. 

Skip-jack  [tweeny  boy],  4  et  alibi. 

Smoking,  left  off,  v.  sub  Remedies. 

Smoky  chimney,  8,  88,  109,  306,  and  v. 
preceding  Vols.,  Index,  cog. 

Smuggling,  294  ed. 
anecdote,  362  ed. 
tea,  294. 

and  v.  Pt.  II  (a)  Buck,  John  ‘Moon¬ 
shine’. 

Spanish  dollars  as  curios,  21. 

Fleet,  16  and  ed. 

silver,  current  in  England,  21. 

Sports:  cricket,  54. 
shooting,  66  and  ed. 
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Sports  ( contd .) 
village  revels,  316. 
and  v.  Clubs  and  Whitsun. 
and  v.  Coursing. 

Stranger  shooting  game,  273. 

Suicide,  229. 

attempted,  375. 

Superstitions,  7. 
lunar,  274,  316. 

Taxation,  ‘distressing’,  114. 

Taxes,  155,  172,  221,  251,  312. 

[new  assessment],  105  and  ed.,  122, 

I33- 

cavalry,  114  and  ed.,  190  and  ed. 
clock  (new)^  1 14  and  ed. 
income,  186  and  ed.,  200,  211,  220, 
230,  239,  248,  280,  310,  345,  347, 
356,  382  and  ed. 

land,  29,  58,  77,  129,  143,  189,  190, 
207,  267,  294,  347. 
war-time,  sundry,  85  ed. 

Terrier  of  Weston,  314,  320. 
Thanksgiving,  harvest,  341. 
national,  149. 
peace,  391  and  ed. 
victories,  77,  87  and  ed.,  89. 
Thermometer,  high,  268. 

Tithe,  94,  286,  342,  351. 

doubled  by  Parson  W.’s  successor, 
413- 

five  years’,  342. 

audit  and  dinner,  85,  86,  153,  154, 

228,  35°)  352- 

‘harmonious  and  agreeable’,  229. 
servants’  gifts,  160  et  alibi. 
Tontine,  1  and  ed. 

Tradesmen,  ‘shabby  and  ungentleman¬ 
like’,  175. 

Tramps,  282. 

Transit  of  Mercury  [1799],  190. 

Travel  dangers  in  snow,  166,  167. 

Union  with  Ireland,  292. 

Utensils,  frozen,  157,  182. 

Valentines,  v.  St.  Valentine’s  Day. 
Vegetation,  backward,  176,  179,  242, 
246. 

destroyed,  183. 

improved  and  flourishing,  248,  254. 
very  forward,  298,  313,  380. 


Vehicles,  cart,  common,  71. 
genteel,  314. 
little,  1 18,  223,  319. 
market,  216. 
taxed,  205. 
and  v.  curricle,  infra. 
chariot,  19. 
coach,  mail,  414. 

guards,  and  record  cold,  169  ed. 
London,  236. 

Norwich,  70. 

private,  Squire’s,  57,  94,  151,  207, 
209,  et  alibi, 
and  v.  Accidents, 
and-four,  46. 

curricle  or  taxed-cart,  42,  45,  48, 
et  alibi. 

whiskey  ( and  variants),  17,  202,  203, 
242,  et  alibi, 
alias  tandem,  347. 

Victories,  198  and  ed.,  213  and  ed. 
in  Asia,  214  and  ed. 
of  Nelson,  149  and  ed.,  et  alibi. 
Visitation,  archdeacon’s,  32,  66,  1 1 7, 
121,  122,  136,  218,  388. 
bishop’s,  321. 

Visitors’  surprise  party,  1 7. 

Volunteer  levy,  1 1,  122  and  ed. 
special,  109  ed. 
subscription  for,  1 1. 

Volunteers  amply  respond,  10. 

Wages,  e.g.,  4,  94,  160. 
day  labourer,  323. 
washerwoman,  198. 

War  news,  310. 

rumours,  328  and  ed.,  330  and  ed. 
and  v.  Invasion  scare. 

Wars,  Napoleonic,  3  and  ed.,  1 1  ed., 
141  and  ed.,  194  and  ed. 

Washing  week,  52,  60,  75,  160,  198, 

298>  3 1 364)  372- 
and  ‘long  faces’,  284. 
and  v.  Wages. 

Wasps  trapped  in  vials,  134. 

Wax  candle,  large,  nearly  finished,  231, 
291  (last  record). 

Weather,  exceptional,  59,  103,  157, 
183,  200,  214,  232,  256,  290, 
298,  309. 

‘breader’,  local  Norfolk,  235. 
cold,  362. 
in  June,  391. 
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Weather  ( [contd .) 

ice  in  May,  388. 
drought,  267,  268,  408. 

‘most  gracious  rain’,  268,  270. 
harvest,  335. 
heat,  332. 

‘heavenly  day’,  198,  32 7. 
partial,  306. 

thunder-storms,  321,  322. 
wind,  destructive,  364. 
notes  by  Parson  W.,  403  ed. 
and  v.  Winter,  infra. 


Wheat,  sprouted,  271. 

Whitsun  revels,  119,  316,  393. 
Widows-of-Weston  Charity,  288. 
Wills,  162,  188,  220,  221. 
documents  in  re ,  in,  1 12. 
fee  in  re ,  no. 

Parson  Woodforde’s  will,  188,414. 
Winter,  ‘record’,  teste  Parson  W.,  157, 
165,  166,  169,  177. 
and  v.  Foods  and  Utensils. 

Yeomen  cavalry,  244,  283. 


PART  II.  NAMES 

0)  PERSONS,  (b)  PLACES. 
(a)  PERSONS 


Abercromby,  Sir  Ralph,  210  ed. 

Acton,  Lee,  Esq.,  280. 

Addington,  Speaker  and  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  300  ed.,  330  ed.,  382  ed.,  391 
ed. 

Addison,  Rev.,  136. 

Aldridge,  27,  50, 103, 136, 146, 161,  209, 
218,  241,  251,  272,  293,  304,  393. 
Allday,  Thos.  (banker),  259  ed. 

Allen,  Patience,  235. 
and  v.  Andrews. 

Tom,  2. 

Andrews,  Harry,  79. 

Michael,  6,  50,  86,  154,  286,  352, 

363; 

lends  iron-creepers,  336. 

Mrs.,  192. 

‘a  Jobish  friend’,  100. 
sprains  ancle,  198. 

Patience  (b.  Allen),  235. 

Stephen,  86,  117,  154,  135,  23;,  286, 

293,  352- 

(junr.),  148,  192,  223,  261,  279, 

.309,  3(4;  32°)  358,  375)  388- 
‘civilly’  kills  Parson’s  pig,  351. 
saves  cow,  381. 

Mrs.  (formerly  Bray),  192,  274,  314. 
consults  Dr.  Thorne,  220. 

(of  Lenewade  Bridge),  Judith,  387. 
Anson,  Messieurs,  55,  134. 

Frederick,  134,  260,  325. 

Rev.,  31,  32,  34,  55,  134,  188,  260, 
280,  344,  367. 
and  noisy  guests,  34,  35. 

‘genteel  visit’  of,  325. 
select  preacher,  136. 

Astley,  Sir  Edward,  76  ed. 

Jacob,  76  and  ed.,  80,  399,  400 
and  ed.,  401,  402. 

Atterton,  Billy  and  wife,  362  ed.,  and  v. 
Index,  Pt.  I,  Smuggling  anecdote. 
Thos.  (senior),  89,  156,  291,  358. 
and  wife,  ‘weak  and  infirm’,  357. 


Bacon,  Sir  Edmund,  23,  33,  55,  62,  69, 
1 13,  204,  208,  246,  337,  350, 
372- 

‘very  chatty’,  130  ed. 
visits  Parsonage,  101. 
and  Lady,  ‘worthy  people’,  101. 
Lady,  130,  131,  184,  245,  265,  302, 
326,  379)  38o. 

and  Mrs.  Custance,  discomposed 
by  cow,  325,  but  composed  by 
port,  ibid. 

(junior)  Edmund,  33,  55,  245,  274, 

337)  380- 

marriage  displeases  parents,  338. 
visits  Parsonage,  101. 

Mary  Anne  Eliz.,  wife  and  5 
children,  338  ed. 

Henry,  325. 

Maria,  130,  221,  303. 

Miss,  Anne'  [Frances],  130,  245, 
246  and  ed. 

and  Maria,  ‘very  taciturn’, 
130  and  ed. 

family  at  Weston  Ho.,  379. 
and  v.  in  re  marriages,  246  ed. 

(of  Devon): 

Dashwood,  338  ed. 

Mary  Anne  [Eliz.],  245. 

as  fortune-teller,  246  and  ed. 
‘genteel  person’,  208. 
and  v.  Bacon,  Edmund  (sup.). 
(another): 

v.  Pt.  I,  General,  Newspapers. 
Baker,  Harry  (carpenter),  77,  91,  172, 
181,  187,  260,  283,  322,  347, 
400,  41 1. 

‘very  cleaver’,  78. 
and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Charges. 
John,  48,  86,  130,  154,  277,  286,  347, 
352- 

(junior),  130. 

Mary,  277. 

Thomas  (infant),  dies,  178. 
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Baker  ( contd .) 

Tom  vel  Thomas,  130,  178,  286,  352. 

and  thieving  servant,  207. 

Thos.  (rate  collecter),  385. 

(another),  marries  Miss  Hussey,  q.v., 
186. 

Mrs.  (b.  Hussey),  194. 

(official),  108. 

(of  Cawston): 

‘violent  democrats’,  195. 

Rev.  Dr.,  144,  145,  195. 

(junior),  Rev.,  144,  145,  180,  189, 
I9S* 

Balls,  Mrs.,  17,  392. 

Barnwell,  21 1 . 

Mrs.,  ibid.,  267. 

Batchelor,  Mrs.  (hawker),  309. 

Bates,  Sally,  294. 

Bathurst,  Rev.  Dr.  (Canon),  1 1 6. 
Bayes,  John,  187. 

Bayning,  Lord,  74  and  ed.,  76,  132, 
134,  i37,  144,  275)  278,  283, 
333)  337- 

advises  servant,  133. 
aet.  70,  healthy  and  well,  346. 
visits  Parsonage,  21 1. 
and  family  at  Ball,  347. 
and  Lady  lose  daughter,  351. 
Lady,  74,  134,  137,  278,  283,  348. 
Louisa  Townshend,  daughter,  dies, 
35 1 )  352- 

son  and  heir,  21 1,  and  v.  Townshend. 
Beauchamp,  vel  Beauchamp-Proctor, 
family,  250. 

Geo.,  33. 

Sir  Thos.,  123,  21 1,  255,  ed.  350. 

borrows  little  cart,  124. 

Lady,  124. 

calls  at  Parsonage,  123. 
children,  124. 

Harriet,  350. 

Miss  [Mary],  255  and  ed.,  and  v. 
Hobart,  Rev.  Henry. 

Bedford,  5th  Duke  of,  Francis,  dies, 
374  and  ed. 
private  burial,  375. 
and  v.  Gotobed. 

Beeston,  Mrs.  (formerly  Kerr),  135,410. 
Beevor,  Jas.,  313  ed. 

Rev.  Augustus,  24, 31,  54,  326  and  ed. 
and  duel,  313. 
imprisoned,  313  and  ed. 
supplies  for  Corbould,  52. 


Mrs.  24,  70. 

Sir  Thos.,  3rd  Bart.,  57  ed. 

Lady  (b.  Lubbock),  ibid. 

(a  physician),  382,  383. 

Bidewell,  family,  3,  26,  62,  65,  67,  74, 

8l>  92,  95>  99)  Io6>  io7>  1  r3>  1 18, 
124,  134,  142,  162. 

Billy  vel  Wm.,  56,  57,  86,  96,  136, 
154,  286,  302,  350,  352. 

Mrs.,  11,  131,  137,  147. 
girl,  136. 

John,  95. 

Bishop  of  Norwich  [1776  circa],  417. 
Blackwell,  Sir  Lambert,  10. 

Blatch  (brother  to  Mrs.  Beevor),  31. 
Blofield,  Counsellor,  342. 

Bloome,  Daniel  (of  Trowse  Mills),  7, 
!3,  23,  24,  29,  78,  101,  108,  1 17, 
144,  148,  163,  175,  177,  179,  185, 
1 88,  193,  238,  239,  240,  243,  250, 
254,  255,  291,  293,  303,  305,  308, 
3i5)  351,  353,  354,  357,  358,  364, 
365,  37°,  372,  373,  378,  386. 
pays  enormous,  297. 

very  high,  287. 
underpays,  365. 

Bodham,  Mrs.,  17,  28,  42,  55,  66,  69, 
129,  13°,  1 3 5,  136,  189,  197,  202, 
203,  218,  222,  257,  268,  275,  350, 

367,  379,  392- 
longevity  of,  275  ed. 
loses  fore-teeth,  275. 
portrait  of,  v.  Vol.  IV. 
supports  nephew  and  niece,  368. 
Bompard,  Admiral,  142  ed. 

Bonaparte  vel  Buonaparte,  85  ed.,  109 
ed.,  214  ed. 

‘Mr.’,  330  ed. 
and  v.  Napoleon. 

Joseph,  379  ed. 

Bowles,  125. 

Benjamin  (child),  23. 

Elizabeth  vel  Lizzie,  215. 
and  v.  Salisbury. 

Jos.,  23. 
little  girl,  8. 

Mrs.,  23. 

Brand,  Geo.,  75. 

Brainwaite  [Brainth waite  ?],  339. 

Bray,  Susannah,  192. 

and  v.  Andrews. 

Breeze,  120. 

Daniel,  125. 
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Brewster,  Mrs.  (senior),  deed.,  2. 

Briggs,  Henry,  1. 

Susannah  (infant),  1 . 

Bringlor  (coroner),  88,  89. 

Brittingham,  143. 

Brown  (attorney),  232. 

(com  merchant),  68. 
son,  Rev.  — ,  145,  146. 

‘quite  the  gentleman’,  68. 
another  son,  146. 

Buck,  John,  ‘Moonshine’  (blacksmith), 
80,  148,  233,  289,  362  and  ed. 
another,  descendant  of  above, 
362  ed. 

(farmer),  64,  133,  154,  157. 
and  Mrs.  leave  Weston,  221. 
he  dies,  252. 

is  buried  in  Weston  Church,  253, 
265. 

Squire  displeased,  266  and  ed. 

Mrs.  (widow  of  Bowles),  252. 

and  daughter,  1 19  [  ?]. 

(junior),  86,  351,  353  [?]. 

Mrs.,  353. 

Buckle,  Rev.  — ,  32. 

Budery,  Winfred,  189. 

Bulwer,  Justice,  10. 

Rev.  Austin,  55. 

Bunn,  Zachariah  (apprentice),  58. 
Burge  (of  Cary),  deed.,  302. 

Burke,  374  ed. 

Burroughs,  Betty  (mantua  maker),  48, 
180,  1 8 1 ,  182. 

Mrs.  (of  Mattishall  Burgh),  182. 

(of  Norwich),  deed.,  159. 

Burton,  John,  339. 

Rev.  — ,  337,  338. 

Bush,  Eliz.,  130. 

Hugh,  130,  143,  154. 
bad  actions,  229. 
miserable  life,  229. 
suicide  and  inquest,  229. 

Mary,  1 54. 

Bushell,  Eliz.,  76. 

Wm.,  348.  _ 

junior  (of  Little-Snoring),  ibid. 

Carpenter,  Benjamin,  303. 

(another),  servant  to  Press  Custance, 

315- 

Cary,  Betty,  5,  21,  47,  53,  79,  93,  102, 

”4>  I2°,  I23>  !36,  iSH  152) 

176,  204,  345,  390,  394. 


and  her  Spanish  dollars,  21. 
bread  underweight,  299. 
careless  about  newspapers,  244. 
‘very  bad  in  a  fever’,  314. 

Chas.,  86,  127,  154,  286,  306,  353. 
Robert  (tailor),  12,  53,  64,  68,  125, 
2+3,  247,  249)  263,  366,  372,  389. 
Case,  family,  120. 

Henry,  86,  154,  192,  255,  286,  352. 
Eliz.  (widow),  89,  156,  291,  308. 

dies  and  is  buried,  357. 

Robert  (‘skipjack’),  277,  304,  349. 
‘behaves  indifferent’,  306. 
falls  off  wagon,  404. 
steals  from  Briton  Scurl,  327. 
supplanted  by  John  Lane,  412. 
Chambers  (shopkeeper),  Wm.,  54,  58, 
248,  256. 

Mrs.  (b.  Wilson),  256. 

(another),  Anne,  294  ed.,  and  v. 
Foster  of  Lenewade. 

Chapman  (benefactor  of  widows),  288, 
289. 

(another),  James,  261. 

a  son  of  (naval  rating),  deed., 
241,  242,  261. 

(another),  Philip,  1 59. 
and  v.  Pt.  I,  General,  Marriages, 
forced. 

Clarke  (of  Somerset),  Mrs.  (b.  Wood- 
forde),  107,  188,  194. 

Patty  (widow  of  Richard  C.),  44,  57, 
182. 

her  beau,  old  and  ordinary,  45. 

taste  decried,  65. 
marries  Jeans,  q.v .,  145. 

Robert,  356,  357. 

(of  Weston),  John,  105,  106,  147, 
I9I)  234>  287,354. 

Mrs.,  105. 

children,  Amy,  receives  2 s.  6 d.,  3  54. 
dies  and  is  buried,  380,  381. 
Betty,  dies,  213. 

Mrs.  (senior),  192. 

(another,  of  Lenewade  Bridge),  360. 
Cleveland  (marine),  3,  94. 

Coke  of  Norfolk,  150  ed.,  399,  400 
and  ed.,  401. 

Colbourne,  Richard,  22  and  ed.,  23. 
Collingwood,  Admiral,  343  ed. 
Collison,  215,  283,  407. 
sends  game,  344. 

‘very  handsome  of  him’,  ibid. 
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Collison  ( '  contd .) 

and  Custance  send  game,  143. 
(nephew  to  Stoughton),  153. 

Corbould,  John  (hatter  and  plutocrat), 
52,  81  ed. 
aet.  78,  70. 
eats  very  hearty,  ibid. 

Rev.  John,  1,  2,  10,  81  and  ed. 
absent  from  duty,  34. 
and  mad  dog,  5,  6. 
borrows  as  usual,  49  ( and  v. 
Vol.  IV,  Index,  cog.). 
a  horse,  51. 
cart,  71. 

does  double  duty,  9. 
locum  ten.  to  Parson  W.,  7,  23. 
supplies  for  Mellish,  9,  119. 
strips  garden  at  Hungate  Lodge, 
71- 

and,  later,  leaves  Weston,  81. 
patron  of  Strumpshaw,  81  ed. 
revisits  Parson  W.,  244,  392. 
Mrs.  [b.  Warren],  and  Tontine,  1. 
dines  at  Parsonage,  3. 
drinks  tea,  25. 

‘very  tasty  in  millinery’,  27. 
as  widow,  aet.  82,  81. 
dies,  81  ed. 
children,  John,  5,  51. 

Thos.,  81  ed. 

Wm.,  ibid. 

Miss,  sister  to  Rev.  John  C.,  1, 
24. 

Cornwallis,  Archbishop  (deed.),  137. 
Mrs.,  ibid. 

comforts  Baynings,  352. 
obliging  to  Nancy  W.,  348. 

Lord,  214  ed.,  300  ed.,  379  ed. 

Cotman,  Rev.  - — ,  67,  83,  87,  144. 
as  curate,  82,  84. 
behaves  very  ‘unhandsome’,  188. 
careless  but  apologetic,  149. 
defaults  at  Church,  99,  176. 
duty  at  unusual  hour,  89. 
liked  by  aged,  90. 
but  becomes  unpopular,  178. 
sermon  fails,  115. 
stipend  of,  123. 
he  gives  notice,  179. 
and  leaves  Weston,  195. 
father  of,  56. 
another  (artist),  399  ed. 

Coujon,  Mrs.  (b.  Pope),  70,  90. 


Cox,  John,  and  wife,  381. 

Crouse,  v.  Pt.  I,  General,  Newspapers. 
Culley,  J[ohn],  154,  286  and  ed.,  353. 
his  portrait,  286  ed. 
marriage,  ibid. 

of  daughter  Emma,  ibid.,  and  v. 
Wilkin. 

Cupper  (widow),  21. 

Curzon,  Wm.,  23. 

(infant),  ibid. 

Mrs.,  steals  turnips,  296. 

Custance,  John  (squire),  8,  10,  23,  209, 

24L  347,  372- 

absent  from  church,  12,  89,  et 
alibi. 

and  Assizes,  305,  328. 
apathy  over  Victories,  150. 
birthday,  Sept.  29,  342. 
borrows  little  cart,  288. 
brings  bad  news,  15. 
good,  198,  303. 
letters,  242. 

Nancy  home,  126,  21 1. 
news  of  marriage,  337. 
calls  on  invalid  Parson,  1 1 3  et  alibi. 

unshaved  Parson,  146,  147. 
consulted  in  re  Pastoral,  329. 
displeased  at  Church  burials,  265. 
but  excused  by  Editor,  266  ed. 
falls  from  horse,  318. 
leaves  off  port,  388. 

tea,  134,  379,  and  goes  on  the 
water-wagon,  388. 
presents  pheasant,  Oct.  1,  343. 
receives  complaint  of  the  Poor, 
287. 

uncertain  of  peace,  391  and  ed. 
unwell,  130,  286,  287. 

‘very  genteel’,  10. 

Mrs.,  10,  245,  372. 

calls  at  Parsonage,  146,  et  alibi 
passim. 

coach  accident,  397. 
consoles  Nancy,  414. 
corresponds  with  her,  10,  416. 
gives  her  a  lift,  135. 

‘in  double  garments’,  401. 

‘looks  rather  oldish’,  382. 
sews  at  Parsonage,  108. 
visits  Bacons,  271. 
and  girls,  at  play,  328. 
races,  ibid. 

takes  Nancy  W.  to  Norwich,  299. 

F  f 
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Custance,  Mrs.  ( contd .) 
walks  in  the  snow,  300. 
and  v.  Index,  Pt.  I,  Balls. 

family,  33,  209,  215. 
again  at  Weston,  46. 
all  at  church,  47,  48. 

but  one  in  E.  Indies,  48. 
and  public  fast,  103. 
at  fair,  73. 

Parsonage,  50,  114,  et  alibi 

passim. 

bring  Nancy  gifts,  97. 
entertain  wine-merchant,  64. 
mostly  ill,  284. 
on  trip  to  Yarmouth,  13 1. 
receive  apples  from  Parson  W.,  96. 
too  free  with  fruit,  128. 
visit  relatives,  1 1 3,  392. 
walk  to  Church,  397. 

Emily,  48,  92,  221,  357. 
dressed  in  white,  283. 
and  sister: 

their  soiled  shoes,  287. 
thoughtfulness,  ibid. 

Fanny  (Miss),  92. 
at  Assize  Ball,  268. 

Sessions  Ball,  277. 
fashionably  dressed,  283. 

(and  Emily),  ‘moped’,  238. 
but  later,  ‘chatty  and  agreeable’, 
397- 

marriages  and  deaths,  ed.  246. 
they  console  Nancy  W.,  415. 

Geo.  [afterwards  Lt. -Col. H.E. I. C.S.], 
176  and  ed. 
in  East  Indies,  48,  56. 

Hambleton,  47,  53. 

at  Rugby,  53  ed.,  129  and  ed. 
borrows  little  cart,  223,  365,  366. 
Capt.  in  militia,  135. 
drinks  tea  at  Parsonage,  55,  212. 
duty  at  Portsmouth,  332. 
on  leave,  1 64,  1 70. 
resigns  from  militia,  226. 
returns  to  regiment,  285. 
sends  hare,  348. 

‘very  hearty  and  well’,  332. 

John  (junior)  [afterwards  Rev.],  90, 
92,  121,  159,  293. 
goes  to  school,  162,  209. 

‘spirits  well  considering’,  209. 
‘steady  sensible  lad’,  203  and  ed. 
(later)  fond  of  books,  320. 


‘nice  steady  young  man’,  ibid. 
Neville  (afterwards  of  7th  Hussars), 

57)  9°)  92,  I2I>  2°9>  21 C  359 

and  ed. 

rides  Dickey- Ass,  320. 
to  school  with  John,  237. 

‘very  chuff’  [‘surly’,  Chambers’ s 
Dictionary ],  201. 

ed.  in  re  marriage,  wife  and  sons, 

359- 

Wm.  [afterwards  Captain],  »io,  12, 

1 4)  23)  53) 11 5)  2QI)  2°5  an^  ed-> 

209, 21 1. 

borrows  cart,  205. 
dog’s  leg  broken,  221,  222. 
rides  to  Parsonage,  302. 
sends  game,  137. 
shows  Weston  House,  31. 
visits  Parsonage,  24,  56,  355. 
relatives,  33. 

with  Hambleton,  keeps  house, 

392- 

Press,  brother  of  Squire  C.,  31,  127, 
128,  207,  252,  265,  281,  290, 
3i5)  329,  336,  342,  343)  344, 
348,  35°,  367,  376,  381,  383, 
386  ed.,  388,  404,  405,  41 1. 
again  at  Hungate  Lodge,  277. 

‘bad  in  the  gout’,  364. 
canvasses  with  Squire,  399. 
lectures  Rev.  Mr.  Burton,  338. 
visits  Parsonage,  291. 

Mrs.  (Esther),  386  ed. 

Dade,  Betty  (servant  to  Parson  W.),  4, 
36,  58,  115,  217,  220,  234, 
237,  262>  263,  360. 
and  Ben  at  Elections,  401. 
as  almoner,  43. 
at  Gaunt,  390. 
helps  fainting  master,  144. 
nurses  him,  37,  38. 
she  attends  fair,  255. 
races,  327. 

brings  back  newspapers,  278. 
escorts  her  mistress,  7,  1 1 6,  130, 
278. 

ill,  247,  258,  259,  264. 
incurs  master’s  suspicions,  261, 
366. 

and  v.  Introduction,  p.  xii. 
makes  cakes  at  Weston  Ho.,  121. 
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Dade,  Betty  ( contd .) 

receives  silver  spoon,  88. 
later,  jilts  Ben  Leggatt,  337. 

Tom  Leggatt,  her  ‘paramour’ 
[non-invidious],  342,  345. 
and  returns  to  Ben,  345. 
then  to  Thomas,  397. 

Wm.,  81,  88,  91,  106,  142,  195,  237, 
238,  260,  264,  275,  284,  344, 
358>  366. 
et  alibi  passim. 

‘cunning  and  long-headed’,  63. 
Mrs.,  142,  275,  358,  398. 
son  of  W.  and  Mrs.,  and  governor 
of  Workhouse,  136  and  ed.,  267. 
Billy,  son,  260,  281,  350,  360. 
daughter  of  W.  Dade  (junior),  200. 
(another),  Rev.  Thos.,  189,  191,  210, 

257>  29°,  377,  4'°- 
and  small  congregation,  327. 
as  curate,  145,  195. 
defaults  at  duty,  322. 
goes  to  Cambridge,  222,  302,  321, 
et  alibi. 

inhibits  singers,  266. 
invited  by  Squire,  199,  203,  329, 
344,  387- 

large  congregation,  205. 
but  in  rain,  no  women,  207. 
pleases  ladies,  196. 
returns  from  Cambridge,  327. 
visits  Mrs.  Bodham,  256. 
Yarmouth,  393. 

Rev.  C.  R.,  202  ed. 

Mrs.  (mother  to  curate),  202,  203. 
Miss  (sister  to  curate),  202. 

Daines,  Henry  (‘skipjack’): 

his  ‘open  honest  face’,  212. 
is  soon  dismissed,  277. 

‘saucy  and  foul-mouthed’,  ibid. 

J-,  3°9- 

Mrs.,  212. 

Davy,  Mrs.,  127,  and  v.  Vols.  I,  II,  III, 
Index,  cog. 

Dell,  Rev.  — ,  dines  at  Weston  Ho., 
415. 

Digby  of  Sherborne,  270  ed.,  and  v. 

Vol.  Ill,  Index  II  (a),  cog. 

Dobson,  210. 

Donne,  Anne,  17,  44,  69,  197,  275,  293, 
368  and  ed.,  379. 

Rev.  Castres  (deed.),  367. 
son  Castres,  367,  368. 


another  (of  Tattington),  and  son 
(deed.),  187. 

Dorville,  Anne,  widow  of  Heighes  W. 
( q.v .),  220. 

Downing,  Anne  (washerwoman),  60, 

1 1 3,  1 77,  "98,  3°4,  3*5)  3^4- 

Billy,  4. 

Robert,  89,  156,  185,  358. 

(senior),  89,  156,  291. 

(junior),  79. 

Wm.,  366. 

Drake  (of  Cawston),  272. 

Duncan,  Admiral,  73  and  ed.,  85  ed., 
87  ed. 

Dundas,  87  ed.,  109  ed.,  300  ed. 
Dunnell,  Barnard,  86,  155,  287,  335, 
353- 

Bridget,  159. 

Christopher,  156. 

Duquesne,  v.  sub  Q. 

Durrant  of  Scottow,  161  ed. 

Sir  Thos.,  124. 

Lady,  161  ed. 

Sir  Thos.  (junior),  161  and  ed. 

Dyer  (widow  of  cleric  deed.),  315. 
Dymond,  John,  306. 

Dyne,  Edward  (attorney  of  London), 

334,  335,  378. 


Eaton,  Rev.  — ,  supplies  for  Corbould, 

45- 

sheep,  1 51. 

Edwards,  Jos.,  157. 

Rev.  Bartholomew,  246  ed. 

Elmer,  358. 

Elwin.  Justice,  10. 

Emeris,  Robert  (farmer),  20,  62,  86, 

96,  IJ9,  1 37,  HL  H4,  154,  177, 
218,  256,  257,  260,  273,  286, 
_  335>  387,e/ aUhi- 
civil  and  obliging,  42. 
dangerously  ill,  258. 
falls  from  horse,  304. 
on  naval  inquiry,  261. 
receives  cheese  from  Parson  W., 
233- 

Rev.  —  (brother  to  farmer),  256. 
and  family,  ibid. 
and  sister,  140,  318,  388. 
borrows  little  cart,  319. 
England,  Betty,  155,  and  v.  preceding 
Vols.,  Index,  cog. 
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Falling,  Mrs.  (hawker),  407. 

Fellowes,  Robert,  194,  195. 

elected  as  M.P.,  399  and  ed. 

Fenn,  Lady,  1 18  and  ed. 

Field,  Susannah,  dies,  173. 
and  is  buried,  ibid. 
her  bastard  child,  ibid. 
another  (of  Lyng),  342. 

Fookes  (attorney),  56,  65,  72. 

Forster  (tailor),  174,  175. 

Foster,  junior  (attorney),  333. 

(of  Lenewade  Bridge),  Peter,  63, 
T5^,  237,  267,  335,  412,  et  alibi. 
‘in  genteel  cart’,  314. 

re  smuggling,  teste  Miss  Joan 
Parkes,  294  ed. 

Mrs.  Anne  (b.  Chambers),  ibid. 
son,  Peter  le  Neve,  ibid. 

Fox,  325. 

politician,  374  ed. 

Foyerman,  Rev.  - — ,  64. 

Francis,  Henry,  69,  218,  278,  350,  352, 

_4’7- 

his  brother  (deed.),  352. 

(junior),  70. 

Frank,  brother  (uterine)  to  Ralph,  q.v. 
Frere  [John],  M.P.,  194  and  ed.,  195, 
399- 

Freston,  Rev.  A.,  wife  and  family,  143. 
Frost,  John,  270,  307,  314. 

George  III,  23  ed.,  270  ed. 
a  daughter  of  [Mary]  married  to 
Prince  William  Frederick,  23  ed. 
and  v.  Index,  Pt.  I,  King  and  Royal. 
Gillman,  Miss,  sends  bill  unsealed,  1 3 1 . 
Girling,  Elizabeth,  386  ed. 

John  (farmer),  6,  9,  63,  86,  88,  154, 
19°,  31 1,  317,  329,  339,  352, 

385  and  ed.,  395. 
is  robbed,  207. 

Mrs.  (b.  Hilling),  386  ed. 
daughter  Anne,  339,  and  v. 

Burton,  John. 

Hannah,  385. 

junior(rate  collector),  2, 1  o,  29,  3 1 7. 

disguised  in  liquor,  286. 
and  v.  Pt.  I,  Churchwardens. 

(of  Little  Melton),  385  ed., 

386  ed. 

Gloucester,  Duke  of,  23  and  ed. 
Goodluck  (of  Richardson  and  G.), 
150. 


Goose,  Martin,  129. 

Gotobed,  Steward  to  Duke  of  Bedford, 

375- 

Goujon  v.  Coujon. 

Gould  (farrier),  82. 

Grant,  John,  189. 

(junior),  20. 

Sarah,  171. 

Greaves,  Admiral  [Sir  Thos.  Graves], 
328  and  ed. 

(another),  widow,  6. 

Green,  Henry  (innkeeper),  218,  270, 
284,  307,  314. 

Miss,  128,  396. 

(of  Elsing),  Mrs.,  12,  121. 

Grenville,  300  ed. 

Grey,  Eliz.,  aged  twelve,  buried,  412. 
(senior),  348. 

Griffiths  (butler,  als.  ‘gentleman’  to 
Lord  Bayning),  62,  337. 

Grose,  Francis  (antiquary),  and  Burns 
in  re ,  102  ed. 

Grove,  Rev.  Frederick,  96,  254. 
given  to  wine,  33. 

‘slimness’,  over  settlement,  97. 
Mrs.  (b.  Pounsett),  Jenny,  97,  1 1 7, 
124,  152,  153,  158,  171,  266, 
270,  370. 

marriage  settlement  ‘very 
cunning’,  97. 
misfortunes,  156. 
removes  from  Cole,  186. 
sends  Nancy  gifts,  97. 

‘so  nervous’,  254. 
and  infant  daughter,  ‘finely’, 
393- 

Gunton,  286. 

Billy,  13,  94. 

consumptive,  133. 
improves,  138. 

Sergeant  in  militia,  158. 
visits  sister  Sally,  158,  187. 

John,  207,  208. 

Sally  (servant  to  Parson  W.),  4,  13, 
95?  !33,  138,  157,  2W>  26°- 
at  Buck’s  funeral,  253. 

Cousin’s  wedding,  215. 
fair,  with,  279. 
her  intended,  ibid. 

‘frolic’,  334. 
races,  267. 
bad  sitter-up,  38. 
cries  for  dead  dog,  102. 
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Gunton,  Sally  ( contd .) 
in  bee-veil,  397. 

rain-storm,  207. 
outing  to  Weston  Ho.,  293. 
wages  not  raised,  295. 
with  Briton  to  Norwich,  311. 

Ben  to  Norwich,  386. 

Hammerton,  34,  49,  240. 

Hancock,  Rev.  — ,  10. 

Hanway,  Jonas,  61  ed. 

Hardy,  General,  142  ed. 

(others),  Chas.,  86,  154,  286,  552. 
Jas.,  249,  267,  274,  284,  322,  340, 
349-  . 

very  civil  and  obliging,  305. 
brings  cargo  oF  deeds,  385. 
junior  (mason),  252,  260,  313, 

389. 

‘works  expeditious’,  251. 
Wm.,  78. 

Harris  and  Miss  H.,  127. 

Harrison,  John  (thatcher),  41,  92,  279. 
Thos.,  279,  348. 

intended  of  Sally  Gunton,  q.v. 
Harvey,  Admiral,  22  and  ed. 

Heavers,  John,  86,  1 5 1,  153,  154,  289. 
Mary,  291,  358- 

Herring  (Mayor  of  Norwich),  200. 
a  brother  of,  200,  312. 

Mrs.  (b.  Peachman),  312. 

Hilling,  Ann,  386  ed.,  and  v.  Howlett. 
John,  386  ed. 

Sarah,  ibid.,  and  v.  Girling. 

Hoares  (bankers),  354,  356. 

Hobart,  Honble.  Henry,  M.P.,  255  ed. 
dies,  192,  195. 

Rev.  Henry,  255  ed. 

Mrs.  (Mary),  ibid.,  350  and  ed. 
and  sister,  ‘handsome  but  not 
talkative’,  350  and  ed. 
and  v.  Beauchamp-Proctor. 
Hodge,  Edward,  major  7th  Hussars, 
246  ed. 

Holcroft,  Thos.,  219  ed. 

Holden,  Rev.  — ,  58. 

Holland  (chimney  sweep),  60,  268, 
298,  361. 

Holirtes,  Rev.  Robert,  D.D.,  wife,  and 
sister,  1 16  and  ed.,  citing  D.N.B. 
Hotham,  Justice,  328. 

Howard,  286. 

Howe,  Lord,  87  ed. 


Howell,  Mrs.  and  daughter,  128. 
Howes,  Edward,  dines,  89,  156. 
dies,  177. 
is  buried,  ibid. 

(widow),  286. 

Howlett,  Wm.,  86,  154,  184,  257,  286, 
295,  33 1 5  352,  395- 

heavy  on  the  port,  155. 
very  poorly,  9. 

Mrs.  (b.  Hilling),  386  ed. 

Howman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  45. 

Hubbard,  John,  86,  154,  286,  353. 
Stephen  (glazier),  1 61,  207,  208, 
307- 
Hull,  198. 

Humbert,  General,  138  ed. 

Hunter,  Rev.  — ,  162. 

Hunt,  Henry,  219  ed. 

another  (sweep’s  boy),  298. 

Hussey,  Edw.  Thos.,  246  ed. 

(another),  Miss  (of  London),  134, 
154,  158. 

her  wedding  cake,  186. 

ungrateful  conduct,  ibid, 
and  v.  Baker. 

Elutchins,  John,  2. 

Hyder  Ali  [Sahib],  214  ed. 

Ingliss  (Ingles),  Rev.  Henry,  D.D., 
Master  of  Rugby,  53  and  ed. 

James  (of  Bruton),  186. 

Jeans  (of  Allhampton),  45,  65,  145, 
266,  416. 

Mrs.  (formerly  Clarke),  Patty, 
266,  416. 

(another),  Rev.  [Thos.]  (late  of 
Witchingham),  313  and  ed. 
calls  on  Parson  W.,  320. 
reported  to  be  in  King’s  Bench 
prison,  360. 

Jermyn,  Jas.  (farmer),  6,  86,  154. 

(junior),  bitten  by  mad  dog,  6. 
Jernegan  [Jerningham],  Sir  Wm.,  42, 
225. 

Jervis,  Admiral  Sir  John,  16  and  ed., 
21  and  ed. 

Jules,  James  (cheese-factor),  217. 

Kerrison,  254  and  ed.,  356,  357. 

Sir  Roger  (banker),  259  and  ed., 
396  and  ed. 

Thos.,  259  ed. 
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King,  Mary,  351. 

King  of  Spain,  21. 

Knights,  127,  and  v.  Harris. 

Eliz.,  79,  and  v.  Downing. 

Jas.  (gardener  to  Squire  C.),  8,  91. 

Mrs.,  8,  91. 

John,  33,  34. 

Lane,  John  (‘skipjack’),  412. 

Large,  Wm.  (parish  clerk),  152,  156, 

1 91,  248,  260,  283,  286,  289, 

291,  3°9)  3l6,  353,  357,  358, 

386. 

succeeds  Thurston,  153. 
a  daughter  of,  357. 

Lavater,  Johann  Caspar,  219  ed. 

and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Books. 

Lawrence,  Rev.  — ,  D.D.,  395. 

Leggatt,  Ben  ( and  v.  Bloome),  4,  7,  18, 
20,  32,  36,  40,  43,  44,  68,  69,  72, 

75,  88,  11 5,  174,  i85,  22°,  245, 
251,  252,  302,  304. 
and  clerical  impostors,  395. 
absent  on  business,  316. 
and  Betty  Dade,  261,  264,  337, 

342,  345- 
at  races,  60,  208. 
brings  lottery  ticket,  238,  239. 
cuts  down  trees,  345,  346. 
fetches  wine,  276  et  alibi. 
his  estate,  379. 
misjudges  sow,  264. 
nurses  Parson  W.,  38. 
returns  home  drunk,  285. 

3  a.m.,  346. 

settles  New  Coll,  a/c,  278. 
sits  on  jury,  229. 
sober  after  outing,  351. 
votes  for  Wodehouse,  401. 

Thos.,  337. 

‘paramour’  [non-invidious],  of 
Betty  Dade,  q.v.,  342,  397. 
Light,  Col.,  51  ed. 

Lillystone,  Jeremiah,  76. 

Lloyd,  Col.,  34,  1 17,  320. 
receives  stock  birds,  129. 
from  Parson  W.,  ibid. 
visits  him,  122. 

Justice,  10. 

Lobb,  Mrs.  (deed.),  121. 

Lombe,  Sir  John,  81  ed.,  100,  104,  275. 
Longdale,  1,  29. 

Lowthe,  Bishop  of  Oxford  (deed.),  395. 


Lubbock,  Richard,  M.D.,  57  and  ed., 
277  and  ed. 

.  Mrs.,  57  ed. 

son,  Edward,  Dr.,  57  ed. 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Bridget, 
married  Sir  Thos.  Beevor,  ibid. 
Lyng,  Eliz.  (b.  Rudd),  268. 

Macdonald,  Justice,  328. 

Mack,  250. 

his  mother  (deed.),  ibid. 
related  to  Ben  Leggatt,  ibid. 
Malmesbury,  Lord,  67  and  ed. 

Mann  (farmer) : 

dangerously  ill,  3,  4. 
dies,  5. 

is  buried,  ibid.,  6,  14. 

Mrs.,  widow  of,  5,  6. 

grief  for  her  husband,  100. 

‘having  lived  so  happy  together’, 

ibid. 

her  death,  106. 

‘an  handsome  funeral’,  ibid. 

John,  son  of,  5,  86,  106,  107,  1 1 3, 
1 42,  154,  155,  286,  326,  352, 
377-. 

and  child,  326,  377. 

Marsham  (High  Sheriff  for  Norfolk), 
205,  305,  328. 
children,  319. 

Edward,  400. 

Robert  (later,  marries  Lanny 
Custance),  246  ed. 

Mason,  Wm.  (musician),  90,  231. 
Maynard,  Rev.  [J.  C.],  13,  20,  25,  34, 

75,  76,  I0°,  "7,  '46,  155,  W2, 
216,  219,  272,  276,  287,  294, 
3°7,  309,  340,  34i,  377,412. 
brings  books,  282,  283. 

no  good  news,  97. 
calls  at  Parsonage,  2,  198,  et  alibi. 
celebrates  christening,  326. 
‘disguised  in  liquor’,  ibid. 
later  ‘sober  and  well’,  ibid. 
ministers  to  Mrs.  Mann,  100. 

‘off  like  a  pistol’,  226. 
pays  out  for  Parson  W.,  1 18,  321, 
et  alibi. 

proffers  assistance,  323. 
supplies  for  Corbould,  79. 
walks  to  Norwich,  219. 
‘weather-beaten  and  old’,  381. 
Melas,  General,  198  ed. 
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Melliar,  Mrs.  (in  dream),  301. 

Mellish,  Rev.  [Edw.],  6,  9,  28, 15 1,  376, 
392- 

brings  London  news,  89. 
directs  Peace  rejoicings,  347. 
entertains  Custances,  214. 
invited  by  them,  396. 
quits  locum  tenency,  59. 

Mitchell,  Admiral,  210  ed. 

Morphew,  122. 

Morris,  339. 

Napoleon,  138  ed.,  330  ed.,  391  ed. 
Nelson  family,  161  ed. 

Admiral,  Lord,  142  ed.,  149  and  ed., 
161  ed.,  194  ed.,  310  and  ed.,  330 
and  ed.,  and  v.  Introduction,  p.  ix. 
Rev.  Wm.,  1st  Earl  Nelson,  390  ed. 
(another),  Rev.  Wm.,  81  ed.,  390  and 
ed. 

Mrs.,  390. 

(another),  Wm.  (carpenter),  2,  6. 
Newman,  Tim,  147,  151,  222,  247,  254, 
257,  259,  318. 

Newton  (Minor  Canon),  46. 

his  son,  a  poet,  ibid. 

Norris,  Miss,  v.  Wodehouse. 

Norton,  Amelia,  75,  and  v.  Brand. 
John,  86,  1 5 1,  154,  286,  352. 
in  the  Bridewell,  164. 

Mrs.,.  1 71. 

bedridden,  164,  233. 
dies,  233,  234. 

her  daughter  ‘very  good’,  234. 

Ogilvie,  Dr.,  402. 

Orford,  Earl  of,  dies,  18  and  ed. 

Page,  Philip,  172,  181,  184. 

Rev.  Richard,  impostor,  394,  396. 
Pain,  Captain,  313. 

Palmer  (malster),  159,  176,  232,  289. 
dies,  262. 
widow  of,  289. 

(junior),  John,  262,  289,  360. 
charges  too  high,  368. 

Parker,  Sir  Hyde,  310  ed. 

Parkinson,  159. 

Parson,  W.  (auctioneer),  41 5. 

Paul,  Emperor  of  Russia,  310  ed. 
Peachman: 

smokes  a  pipe,  160. 
with  Parson  W.,  ibid. 


death  and  burial,  312. 

Mrs.,  ibid. 

and  v.  Herring,  Mrs. 

Pearson,  Mrs.,  widow  of  Fox,  and  b. 

England,  155. 

Pegg  (farmer),  154. 

James  (tax-collector),  29,  33,  58, 

34°)  3S2,  356,  et  alihi- 
and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Taxes, 
his  son,  254. 

John  (pen-mender),  206. 

(the  same  ?),  buried  at  Weston 
Church,  340. 
his  wife,  ibid. 

Perkins,  Mary,  127. 

Peter  (butcher  boy),  65,  184. 

and  v.  Sherman. 

Pilgrim,  J.,  418. 

Piper,  John  (gardener),  6. 

Pitt  [the  younger],  67  ed.,  85  ed., 
109  ed.,  1 14  ed.,  194  ed.,  200  ed., 
214  ed.,  300  and  ed.,  302  ed., 
313  ed. 

insulted  by  the  mob,  87  ed. 
re  Nelson’s  title,  150  ed. 

Plummer,  78. 

Mrs.  (b.  Thacker),  ibid. 

Postle,  Bridget,  57  ed. 

Jehosophat,  ed.,  ibid. 

Pounsett,  John  (deed.),  65,  108. 

Mrs.  (b.  Woodforde),  64,  96. 

and  greedy  Grove,  154,  155,  162. 
dies,  153,  158. 
her  estate,  162,  163. 
unhandsome  funeral,  155. 
will,  162. 

Jenny,  26,  47,  50,  71,  78. 
and  attorney,  72. 
hears  from  Nancy  W.,  94. 
her  intended,  33. 
marries  Grove  (q.vl),  96. 
vice  Grove,  209. 

Powel  (farmer),  dines  with  clerics,  34. 
Pratt,  154. 

and  brother,  158. 

Mary  (widow),  ibid.,  286,  352. 

Price,  ‘disturbed’  [unfrocked  ?],  clergy¬ 
man,  1 16. 

feeds  in  the  kitchen,  ibid. 

Priest  (of  Norwich)  [Robert],  44,  64, 
65,  143,  H4,  J99>  219)  274, 
34,  373,  383- 
sends  no  thanks,  365,  374. 
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Priest  ( contd .) 

John  and  wife  and  son,  199. 

(of  Reepham),  Rev.  — ,  76. 

‘breaking  up’,  65. 
dies,  196. 

Mrs.,  65,  21 1. 

Miss,  65. 

St.  John,  76. 
liked  as  preacher,  385. 
supplies  for  Dade,  ibid. 

Pyle  (carpenter),  6,  80. 
affronts  Parson  W.,  77. 

du  Quesne,  Rev.  [Roger]  (deed.),  28. 
cited,  417. 

Rackham,  40. 

Rainbird,  apprentice  to  Dr.  Thorne, 

375- 

Ralph,  ‘a  —  son  of  Anne  Dorville’,  220, 
322,  voc.  Woodforde,  182. 

Ram,  Nathaniel,  397. 

Rayner,  Obadiah,  79,  88,  92,  93,  95. 

imposing  prices,  98. 

Reeves,  John  (farrier,  &c.),  64,  91,  99, 
105,  120,  138,  1 6 1 ,  1 8 1 ,  x 9 1 , 
r94,  213,  244,  248,  264,  295, 
335- 

attends  Patty,  cow,  130,  131. 
does  autopsy  on  Nance,  cow,  148. 
Mrs.  (of  Ringland),  262. 

Reynolds  (of  Morton),  Thos.,  8,  20, 
.  25,  86,  154,  286,  352,  353. 
(junior),  86. 

Richardson  and  Goodluck  (lottery 
agents),  150. 

Richmond,  family,  287. 

'(farmer),  161,  305,  312,  317. 

Anne  (washerwoman),  60,  113,  198, 
304,  315,  364,  380. 

Mrs.,  1 5 1,  288. 

helps  Sally  Gunton,  259. 

Win.,  367,  381.  387. 

Ridley,  Rev.  Dr.  Gloster  (pluralist), 
Chaplain,  H.E.I.C.S.,  Rector  of 
Weston  ante  Parson  Woodforde, 
417. 

Mrs.  and  children,  ibid, 
and  v.  Vol.  I,  Index. 

Dilapidations. 

Rising  (of  Lyng),  1 54. 
and  son,  94. 

Henry,  352. 


Mrs.  (senior),  280. 

Robert  (butler),  26,  91,  280. 
Roberson  (apparitor),  13,  32,  77,  99. 
retires,  114. 
yet  reappears,  136. 
dies,  272. 

(junior),  aet.  60,  12,  114,  1 21,  214. 
‘eats  hearty  and  welcome’,  13. 
Rope,  James,  326. 

Rose,  John  and  Mrs.  (b.  Temple),  100. 

Mrs.  (senior),  ibid. 

Royal,  88. 

Rudd,  Thos.,  6. 

Russell,  Francis,  v.  Bedford,  Duke  of, 
Lord  John,  374  ed. 

Russen,  John  (servant  to  H.  Custance), 

348. 

Russia,  emperor  of,  150  ed. 

Ryder,  Miss  (mantua-maker),  388,  392, 
415. 

St.  Vincent,  Lord,  87  ed. 

Salisbury,  Mrs.  (Eliz.),  221,  and  v. 
Bowles. 

Thos.,  215,  286,  304,  334,  353,  380, 
403,  407. 

Scurl,  Bretingham,  ‘Briton’,  1-10 
passim ,  16,  36,  115,  118,  122, 
136,  143,  153,  i58>  1 59?  !96> 
202,  218,  239,  241,  284,  351, 

357,  372,  375,  392,  398,  416. 
at  brother’s  funeral,  377. 

Peace  celebrations,  347. 

Pegg’s,  301- 
Weston  Ho.,  292. 
drunk,  127,  353. 
escorts  Miss  Woodforde,  194. 
has  an  outing,  78,  10 1,  127. 
tot  of  rum,  42. 
being  indisposed,  18. 
rhubarb,  ibid. 

invited  to  Pegg’s  funeral,  340. 
nurses  Parson  W.,  38. 
repays  loan,  295. 
sleeps  in  master’s  room,  407. 
terrible  winter  journey,  84. 
walks  to  Norwich,  159. 
and  v.  Pt.  I,  Dole. 

John,  372,  375,  376,  3 77. 

and  brothers,  220,  281,  282. 

Lydia,  412. 

(senior),  Robert,  275,  281,  292,  376. 
and  family  buy  a  house,  291. 
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Sherman,  Peter  (butcher  boy),  216, 
217,  218. 

brings  newspapers,  213. 

Sherwood,  Roger,  185,  291,  358. 
Short,  Thos.  (wheelwright),  85,  157, 
.  3”,  360. 

(junior),  Thos.,  157. 

Shorter,  John,  91,  156. 

Shrimpton,  284,  285. 

Joseph  (child),  285. 

Mrs.  (b.  Davy,  q.v.),  131,  284. 

‘of  good  spirits’,  285. 

(senior),  deed.,  285. 

Shuttle  vel  Shutler,  Richard,  buys 
Sussex  estate,  280,  334. 

Simonds  vel  Symonds,  John  (clock- 
maker),  1 1 6,  136,  247,  362. 
(junior),  John,  362. 

Smith  (draper),  174,  175. 

Rev.  — ,  ante ,  Dr.  Ridley,  q.v., 
418. 

his  son,  ibid. 

and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Vol.  I,  Dilapida¬ 
tions. 

Rev.  Geo.: 

‘full  of  health’,  300. 
much  liked,  ibid. 
rides  on  duty,  ibid. 
serves  three  churches,  259. 
supplies  for  Dade,  222  et  alibi. 
Sydney,  61  ed. 

Wm.  (Whig),  399  and  ed. 

Spencer,  Earl,  200  ed.,  300  ed. 

and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Dress. 

Spooner,  family,  375. 

Sarah,  cuts  her  throat,  ibid. 

Spraggs,  154. 

Andrew,  86,  217,  286,  318,  352. 
loses  cow,  318. 
his  children,  318. 
wife,  ibid. 

John,  262,  357. 
lame,  62. 

‘miserable  object’,  1. 

Nanny  vel  Nancy,  90,  139,  207, 
318,  322. 

and  4  children,  295. 

Sarah,  79,  and  v.  Andrews,  H. 

Wm.,  17. 

Springle,  John: 

brings  bees,  92. 
on  his  head,  ibid. 

Spurgeon,  382. 


Squire,  Admiral  (and  Lady),  visits  Wm. 
Woodforde,  180. 
dies,  237. 

Steward  (also  Stuart),  333,  335. 

Stone,  Miss  (deed.),  161. 

Stoughton,  Rev.  — ,  6,  22,  27,  34,  80, 
9°,  ”4,  1 27,  128,  153,  275,  376- 
behaviour,  kind  and  handsome, 
323- 

brings  good  news,  22. 
a  hare,  78. 

dangerously  ill,  380,  382. 
dines  at  Lombes,  100. 
looked  very  ill,  339. 
receives  pig,  1 18. 
from  Parson  W.,  ibid. 

stock  birds,  129. 
recovers  from  illness,  383,  394. 
sends  Nancy  bees,  92. 
supplies  for  Dade,  230,  232, 

et  alibi. 

walked  very  weak,  347. 

(father  of),  339. 

(sister  of),  1 17. 

Wm.  vel  Billy  (butcher),  and  v. 
Prices  Meat,  Pt.  I,  Index,  7,  14, 
52,  65,  91,  1 19,  135,  204,  216, 
244,  273,  295,  296,  329. 
brings  eels,  337. 
careless,  348,  351. 
drunk,  272. 

forgets  newspapers,  272  et  alibi. 
loses  them,  273. 
but  very  honest,  307. 

Mrs.,  brings  newspapers,  212. 
her  wonderful  recovery,  ibid. 

Strickland,  Sir  Geo.  and  son,  129 
and  ed. 

Stuart,  alibi  Steward,  333. 

Suckling  [Maurice],  Lt.,  later  Capt., 
R.N.,  15,  83,  and  v.  Intro¬ 
duction,  p.  ix  n. 

his  brother  (clerical  postulant), 

83. 

with  eye  blemish,  19. 
and  wife,  83. 

(of  Aylsham),  Rev.  Ben  (pluralist), 
4,  S  and  ed.,  7,  24,  26,  31,  35, 
_  58)  59- 

his  brother,  Horace,  24,  26,  31, 
58. 

(implied),  5,  19,  35,  56,  58,  84. 
views  Hungate  Lodge,  31. 
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Suckling  ( 'contd .) 

Messieurs  Ben  and  Horace,  approved 
by  Nancy,  25. 

Squire  Custance,  31. 
‘fashionable  young  men’,  31. 
Wm.,  84,  and  v.  Introduction,  ix  n. 
relatives  of  above: 

Catherine  [afterwards  Nelson, 
mother  of  Admiral  Nelson], 
Introduction,  ix  n. 

Maurice,  R.N.  (uncle  to  Admiral 
Nelson),  ibid. 

Sudbury  (upholsterer),  gets  no  orders, 

2.9- 

invited  to  dine,  197. 

Sutcliffe,  Rev.  — ,  47,  74,  188. 

Sutliffe,  Miss,  17. 

at  Weston  Church,  18. 

Suvorov,  General,  198  ed. 

Symonds  (clockmaker),  v.  Simonds. 

Taswell,  Rev.  — : 

‘free  and  easy’,  14. 
dies,  244. 

Temple,  Miss,  v.  Rose,  Mrs.  John, 
(senior),  100. 

Mrs.  (formerly  Rose),  ibid. 

Thorne  (cabinet-maker),  237. 

(of  Elmham),  Capt.,  223. 

(of  Mattishall) : 

Dr.,  15,  16,  21-32  passim,  55,  75, 
131,  132,  136,  148,  158,  178, 
217,  218,  283,  284,  319,  370, 
371,403,404,  405- 
at  Buck’s  funeral,  253. 
attends  Parson  W.,  37. 
dines  at  Parsonage,  107. 

with  Nancy,  38. 
drinks  brandy  and  water,  369. 
eats  a  bit,  371. 
mends  Ben  Leggatt,  77. 
and  Sally,  373. 

prescribes  for  Nancy,  13,  14. 
port,  20,  193. 

for  Parson  W.,  81,  317,  404, 
4°5; 

shaves  him,  38. 
surprised  at  his  legs,  410. 
the  apprentice  visits  Nancy, 
37',  375- 

Mrs.,  38,48,  55,  75,  !3o,  221,336, 
410. 


daughter,  Mary  Anne,  48,  221, 

336. 

Thurston,  Tom  (parish  clerk),  27,  89, 
90,  125,  149. 
dies,  152,  156. 

Tierney,  313  ed. 

Tippoo  ‘Sahib’  vel  Sultan,  214  and  ed. 
Tomson,  417. 

Tone,  Wolfe,  142  ed. 

Towers,  Misses  (two),  345. 

Townshend  ( and  v.  Bayning),  2,  62,  63, 
74  and  ed.,  125. 

Mrs.,  63. 

son,  Chas.,  62. 

Master,  132. 

Marquis,  alleged  death  of,  261 
and  ed. 

name  used  by  impostor,  395. 
Turkey,  Sultan  of,  150  ed. 

Turner,  Rev.  Jos.,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Nor¬ 
wich,  191  and  ed.,  203. 

Vassar  (brickmaker),  394. 

Vincent  and  wife,  243. 

Walker  and  infant,  Sarah,  17. 

son,  Martin,  340. 

Walpole,  Horace,  v.  Orford. 

Maria,  23  ed. 

and  v.  Wm.  Henry,  Princess. 

Want  (fisherman),  1 1 9,  122,  184. 

Ward,  Eliz.  (widow),  358. 

Nanny,  55. 

Wm.  (servant  to  Bodham),  17,  135, 
r45,  275,  368.  _ 

Warren,  Admiral,  Sir  Jas.  Borlace,  141, 
142  ed. 

Rev.  — ,  68. 

Webb  (of  London),  2,  7,  90,  113,  150, 
158. 

Mrs.,  154,  158. 
both  annoyed,  186. 

by  niece’s  ingratitude,  ibid. 
Wellesley  [Duke  of  Wellington],  214  ed. 
Wellington,  Duke  of,  313  ed. 

Wells,  Lettice  (infant),  34. 

Wm.,  33. 

Weston,  Chas.,  359  ed. 

Frances  Pleasance,  ibid. 

Whalley,  Mrs.,  70. 

Whisson,  John,  55,  325. 

Whitbread,  128. 
at  Weston  Ho.,  402. 
and  daughter,  208. 
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White,  Mrs.  (b.  Woodforde),  and 
family,  162. 
son,  194. 

Sophia,  194. 

Wibley,  Chas.  (blacksmith),  90,  157. 
Wick  vel  Wicks  (gardener  to  Bodham), 
222,  293. 

Mrs.  and  family,  293. 

Wilkin,  Simon,  286  ed. 

Wilkins  and  wife,  356. 

William  —  (suspect),  142. 

Wm.  Henry  (Duke  of  Gloucester), 
23  ed. 

Princess,  ibid.,  and  v.  Walpole, 
son,  Wm.  Frederick  [called  Henry 
in  Diary],  23  and  ed. 
his  wife  [Mary],  23  ed.,  citing 
D.N.B. 

Willins,  Rev.  — ,  2. 
ill,  9. 

supplies  for  Corbould,  1,  4,  8,  12, 
14,  40. 

Willis,  clerical  medico,  and  son,  302  ed. 

and  Geo.  Ill,  ibid. 

Wilson  (of  Lyng),  192. 

and  daughter,  256. 

Winchelsea,  Lord,  313  ed. 

Windham,  300  ed.,  391  ed.,  399  and  ed., 
401. 

Winter  de,  Admiral,  73  ed. 

Wodehouse  (vel  Woodhouse),  Honble. 
John,  Col.,  398  and  ed.,  399,  400, 
401,  402. 

Mrs.  (b.  Norris),  76,  398  and  ed. 
John,  Lord,  76,  80,  101,  134,  135, 
21S)  3 27)  365)  366)  398  and  ed-> 
399- 

Sir,  76,  and  v.  John,  Lord,  supra. 
Woodcock,  Barnabas  (‘skipjack’),  4,  94, 
121,  218. 

William,  201,  263. 
hives  bees,  121. 

Woodforde,  Rev.  Jas.,  Diarist: 
aet.  60,  262. 

alms  to  disturbed  cleric,  1 1 6. 
‘reduced’,  395. 
impostor  ?,  1 18. 
mutilated,  22,  50. 
shipwrecked  American,  20. 
and  gifts  to  friends,  22,  1 18. 
relatives,  21,  66,  99. 
servants,  107,  et  alibi. 
young  mother,  90. 


and  mean  parishioner,  105,  106. 

Nancy  to  Church,  118. 
appetite  flags,  98. 

good,  390,  et  alibi  passim. 
as  cellarer,  44,  143,  277. 
better  for  not  smoking,  351. 
‘blown  up’,  64. 

‘brave  again’,  75. 
cuts  his  hand,  141. 
disturbed  by  dogs,  383. 
eats  five  times  daily,  171. 
half  Norfolk  dumplin,  139. 
hearty,  82. 
pig,  boiled,  184. 
fryed,  185. 
rost,  83,  103,  145. 
souced,  102. 

very  great  dinner,  1 1 5,  199. 
ejaculates  in  Latin,  266,  301,  365, 
366. 

and  Greek,  247. 
faint  and  fearful,  204. 
fancies  Nancy  indifferent,  234. 
‘fear  in  the  way’,  137,  152,  170, 
_  202,  296,  307,  389,  406. 
flighty  after  physic,  132,  193,  194. 
‘grasshopper  a  burden’,  405. 
insensible,  41,  57. 

‘keepers  of  the  house’,  92. 

‘tremble’,  144. 

leaves  off  smoking,  343,  347. 

loses  key,  199. 

makes  new  will,  188. 

memory  fails,  216,  217,  289,  et  alibi. 

night-nursing  suspended,  40. 

‘old  invalid’,  359. 
pinched  by  cold,  359,  361,  376. 
lpoene  obliviscendus’ ,  372. 
pulse  labouring,  365. 
rather  dull  alone,  219. 
renewed  malaise ,  61,  63,  190,  263, 
265,  273,  274,  280. 
seems  suspicious  [?],  366,  and  v. 

Introduction,  p.  xii. 
sleeps  badly,  290. 
well,  8. 

small  pain  inside,  82. 
spirits  pretty  good,  95. 
strictures  on  relatives,  187,  188. 
subscribes  to  munitions,  11. 
symptoms  of  paralysis,  324. 
throat,  frightens  him,  404. 
too  ill  to  vote,  402. 
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Woodforde  ( contd .) 

‘uncommon  sinking’,  56. 
upset  by  Elections,  402. 
funeral,  381. 

Pastoral  letter,  329. 
relatives,  42. 
tithe  audit,  353. 
very  ‘so  so’,  240  et  alibi. 
visits  Squire’s  gardens,  21. 
walks  to  Weston  Ho.,  25. 
weak  and  ‘comical’,  126. 
and,  finally, 

vis  vitae  extinguished,  370. 

New  Year’s  Day  [1803]. 

Nunc  dimittis ,  413. 

and  v.  Burials,  Estate,  Wills, 
Pt.  I,  Index. 

Anna  Maria,  ‘Nancy’,  2. 
and  abstinence,  12. 

Sussex  Estate,  280,  333,  335. 
at  Peachman’s  funeral,  313. 
avoids  ‘disturbed  clergyman’,  116. 
better  for  port,  308  et  alibi. 
her  dress  allowance,  4,  254,  et  alibi. 
father’s  estate,  188,  220. 
mother’s  death,  179. 

Putnam  pig,  33. 
superstition,  7. 
supports  fainting  Uncle,  144. 
and  nurses  him,  37,  38. 
but  is  sometimes  pert,  254. 
unwell  but  ‘finely’,  20,  26. 
under  Dr.  Thorne,  q.v. 

again,  saucy  and  sulky,  370,  371. 
visits  friends,  129,  319. 

Weston  Ho.,  101. 

and  sends  fish  there,  48. 
walks  thither,  260,  298,  319, 
342,  376- 
wins  at  cards,  32. 
witnesses  payments,  195,  360. 
(after  Uncle’s  death): 
consoled  by  friends,  415. 
lives  with  Sam  W.,  ibid. 
and  Jeans  of  Allhampton,  416. 
writes  to  Custances,  ibid. 

and  Briton  Scurl,  ibid, 
and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Diary. 

Heighes  (brother  to  Parson  W.), 
deed.,  188,  356. 

Mrs.  (widow),  mother  to  N. 
Woodforde  and  brothers  (b. 
Dorville),  178. 


dies,  179,  180. 

skeleton  in  the  cupboard,  220. 
‘unnatural  mother’,  188. 

John  (brother  to  Parson  W.),  22,  32. 
comes  to  invalid  Parson,  38,  39. 
leaves  Cary  for  Bath,  145. 
receives  gifts  from  Parson  W.,  66. 
sudden  death  of,  182. 

Mrs.,  28,  79,  96,  97,  152,  178, 

!79- 

and  money  matters,  202,  203. 
visits  Weston  Ho.,  43. 
widowed,  182. 

Samuel  (afterwards  R.A.),  brother 
to  Nancy,  134,  188,  251,  255, 

_  37^  4i5- 

disagrees  with  William,  210. 

Nancy  corresponds  with,  210,  213, 
21 9- 

William  also,  220. 
sends  lottery  share,  357. 
writes,  349,  354. 
his  death  in  Italy,  416. 

William,  R.N.,  brother  to  Nancy,  33, 
134,  153,  I55>  i62>  i63,  180, 
186,  187,  188,  202,  204,  209, 
221,  237,  241,  243,  247,  273. 
attends  Weston  Church,  220. 
called  to  sick  uncle,  39. 

dead  uncle,  414. 
entertains  Admiral,  180. 
and  Lady  Squire,  ibid. 
invited  by  H.  Custance,  222. 
but  rain  prevents,  ibid. 

Nancy  writes  him,  358  et  alibi. 
rides  about,  235. 
a-visiting,  218,  223. 
to  Norwich,  224. 

Somerset,  240. 

Weston,  216. 
sends  books,  241. 
startles  Uncle,  216. 
threatened  by  attorney,  232,  235. 
writes  of  Uncle  John’s  death,  182. 
to  N.,  349,  365. 
his  death,  416. 

Mrs.  (b.  Dukes)  [Anne],  44,  221, 

233- 

children,  241. 

her  wealthy  relative,  Jules,  q.v. 
in  disfavour,  57. 
with  Mrs.  Clarke,  ibid. 

‘poorly’,  224. 
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Woodforde  ( contd .) 

others,  [Rev.]  Frank  and  Mrs.,  301. 
and  son  George,  ibid. 

James  [afterwards  M.D.],  of 
Allhampton,  2,  and  Ansford  v. 
Pedigree. 

Jane  (b.  White),  194. 

John,  M.R.C.S.,  51  ed. 

Rev.,  ibid. 

Robert,  51  and  ed.,  71  and  ed. 

(of  Ansford),  Thos.,  dies,  aet.  94, 
247. 

(of  Australia),  John  (surgeon),  51 
ed.  and  others,  ibid. 

(of  Taunton),  Mary,  96. 

Thos.,  Dr.,  51  ed.,  142  and  ed. 
and(actual),R.E.H.,Dr.,5ied.,4i6. 


Woodhouse  v.  Wodehouse,  supra. 
Woods,  234,  marries  Clarke  (of  Weston), 
ibid. 

Woolmer,  342. 

Wright,  Sarah,  51  ed. 

and  v.  Woodforde,  Robert,  ibid. 
Wymer,  little  boy,  359. 

Yall,  Charlotte,  397,  and  v.  Ram. 
Yallop,  Hetty,  vel  Esther,  44,  294. 
underfeeds  servants,  355. 
her  brother,  125. 
marriage,  356. 
and  v.  Wilkins. 

York,  duke  of  [Frederick],  210  ed. 
Younge,  Archdeacon,  214,  254. 
and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Visitation. 


(b)  PLACES 


Alexandria  (Egypt),  149,  225  ed. 
Allhampton,  2,  45,  179,  182,  220. 
America,  243. 

Amiens,  343  ed.,  391  ed.,  and  v.  Pt.  I, 
Peace  of  Amiens. 

Ansford,  247. 

‘little  palace’,  154. 
of  Sister  Pounsett,  ibid. 

Antrim,  138  ed. 

Ashill,  346  ed. 

Attleborough,  236. 

Attlebridge,  41,  46,  47,  128,  172,  215, 
226,  393,  and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Inns. 
Australia,  South,  51  ed. 

Aylsham,  4,  5  and  ed.,  7-31  passim , 
32-46  passim ,  58,  66,  136,  224, 
244,  276,  361. 

Bridewell,  164. 

Ballinamuk  (Ireland),  138  ed. 

Baltic,  297  ed.,  330  ed. 

Banham  Haugh,  Introduction,  ix  n. 
Bantry  Bay,  3  ed. 

Bargewell,  129,  302. 

Barton  Mills  (Suffolk),  236. 

Basham,  nr.  Beccles,  58. 

Batavia,  210  ed. 

Bath,  33,  45,  46,  51  ed.,  76,  96,  97,  152, 
1 54?  W8,  l79i  1 82,  192,  205  ed., 
220,  367,  416. 

Abbey  Church,  395. 

8  Chatham  Row,  145. 

Bauburgh,  221. 


Bawdeswell,  81  ed.,  1 1 7. 

house  of  Col.  Lloyd,  320. 

Beachy  Head,  330  ed. 

Beccles,  58,  285. 

Belfast,  4  ed. 

Belgium,  67  ed. 

Bergen,  210  ed. 

Blandford  (Dorset),  254. 

Blickling  and  Erpingham,  203  ed. 
Booton,  189,  191,  230,  240,  351. 
Boulogne  vel  Bologne,  138  ed.,  330 
and  ed. 

Boynton  (Yorks.),  129. 

Bracon,  6. 

Braconash,  81  ed. 

Brest,  3  ed.,  16  ed.,  30  ed.,  142  ed., 

343  ed- 

Bridgewater,  51  ed. 

Bruton,  186. 

Burnham  Thorpe  (Norfolk): 

Parsonage,  149  ed. 

Bury,  189,  195. 

Cadiz,  142  ed. 

Calcutta,  215  ed. 

Cambridge,  222,  264,  322,  327,  365, 

377,  384- 

Caius  College,  367. 

Emmanuel,  142  ed. 

King’s,  53  ed. 

Pembroke,  203  ed. 

Trinity,  194  ed. 
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Camperdown,  73  ed.,  142  ed.,  and  v. 
Pt.  I,  Dress. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  67  ed. 

St.  Vincent,  16  ed.,  142  ed. 

Carlow,  138  ed. 

Carlton  Rode,  nr.  Attleborough,  339. 
Castlebar  (Ireland),  138  ed. 

Castle  Cary,  70,  145,  182,  356,  414, 
415,416. 

Cawston,  82,  144,  145,  167,  180,  189, 
272. 

Ceylon,  67  ed. 

Chichester,  334. 

Colchester,  70,  94,  133,  138,  281,  282. 
Cole,  93,  1 17,  152,  153,  162. 

Place,  124,  125,  186. 

Copenhagen,  310  and  ed.,  330  ed., 
343  ed. 

Corsica,  330  ed. 

Cossey  [Costessy],  318,  397. 

The  Hall,  42. 

Costesly  [Costessey  ?],  92. 

Cromer,  407. 

Crownthorpe,  86,  252,  316,  378. 

Ben  Leggatt’s  estate,  379. 

Denver  (Norfolk),  202  ed. 

Dereham,  118,  137,  143,  200,  209,  230, 

346,  385- 

House  of  Industry,  136,  267,  341. 
Devonshire,  1 18,  208,  338  and  ed. 
Dorset,  266,  393. 

Down,  138  ed. 

Dunkirk,  109  ed. 

Durham,  1 16. 

Earlham  Church,  57  ed. 

East  Indies,  22,  48,  56,  57,  176,  214, 

352- 

Easton  (Hants),  53  ed. 

[Easton]  Norfolk,  215,  221,  223,  243. 
Eccles-next-the-sea,  81  ed. 

Edinburgh  University,  57  ed. 

Egypt,  85  ed.,  109  ed.,  138  ed.,  225, 

343  ed. 

Elmham,  223,  268. 

Elsing,  12 1. 

Elworthy,  51  ed. 

Ely,  1 16. 

England,  109  ed.,.343  ed.,  379  ed. 

Western  Counties,  309. 

Erpingham,  203  ed. 

Eton  College,  53  ed. 


Europe,  112,  138  ed. 

various  countries,  v.  Index,  Pt.  I, 
Allied  Neutrality. 

Ferrara,  416. 

Foulsham,  127. 

France,  67  and  ed.,  210  ed.,  225, 
343  ed.,  344,  379  ed. 

Frejus,  225  ed. 

Furnes,  109  ed. 

Gallhampton,  33-44  passim,  155,  221- 
32  passim. 

Galtrim  (co.  Meath),  246  ed. 

Garveston  and  Thuxton  (nr.  Maltis- 
hall)  Churches,  259. 

Gaston  Hall  (Norfolk),  40. 

Genappe,  246  ed. 

Genola  (Italy),  198  ed. 

Great  ‘Briton’,  112. 

Melton,  386  ed. 

Hampshire,  315. 

Hanmer  Farm,  342,  and  v.  Houghton. 
Haselton,  nr.  Attleborough,  325. 

Hay  don,  147. 

Helder,  forts,  210  ed. 

Hingham,  223,  224. 

Hirley,  312. 

Hockering,  6,  28,  119,  191,  192. 
Holland,  67  ed.,  209  and  ed.,  213, 
215  and  ed.,  219  and  ed. 

Honingham,  9,  63,  125,  31 1,  346,  352, 
360. 

{vice  Tuddenham),  214. 

Church,  1 19. 

Hall,  76,  278,  333,  351. 

Turnpike  Road,  168,  169. 

Horsford,  337,  375. 

Houghton  (Norfolk),  18  ed. 

Hanmer  Farm,  nr.,  342. 

Hungate: 

Common,  171,  381. 

Lodge,  1-121  passim ,  205,  209,  277, 

383- 

large  pond,  127. 

Poor  House,  1 71 ,  174. 

Ipswich,  92,  135  ( and  v.  Part  I,  Index, 
Newspapers. 

Ireland,  3  and  ed.,  73  ed.,  109  ed.,  137 
and  ed.,  138  ed.,  141,  142  ed. 

Italy,  1 1  ed.,  16  ed.,  67  ed.,  198  and  ed., 
210  ed. 
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Kent,  123,  125,  145. 

Kildare,  138  ed. 

Killala  Bay,  Ireland,  138  ed. 

Kimberley,  Norfolk,  327,  365,  366. 

Langley,  21 1. 

Leicestershire,  176. 

Lenewade  vel  Lenewade  Bridge,  59-76 
passim ,  147,  208,  237,  278,  314, 

335,  337,  34°,  355- 

Mills,  294. 

and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Races. 

Lincolnshire,  254. 

Lisbon,  30  ed. 

Little  Melton,  386  ed. 

Snoring,  nr.  Wells,  348. 

Livermere,  nr.  Thetford,  280. 

Loddon,  64. 

London,  17  ed.,  44,  70,  76,  123,  128, 

1 34,  i37,  i4L  i5°,  1 54,  i58,  l86, 

188,  194,  213,  220,  221,  237,  241, 

266,  275,  379,  388,  392,  399,  415, 
et  alibi  passim. 

Buildings : 

Bank  of  England,  15  and  ed. 

Bedford  Ho.,  v.  infra. 

Custom  House,  323. 

Doctors  Commons,  87  ed.,  395. 
G.P.O.,  147. 

Churches,  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral, 

87  and  ed.,  89. 

Streets  and  Districts: 

Bedford  Estate,  374  ed. 

Bedford  Ho.  and  garden,  ibid. 
Russell  Square,  ibid. 

Tavistock  Square,  ibid. 

Berkeley  Square,  18  ed. 

Cavendish  Square,  354. 

Newgate  St.,  70,  90. 

Tudor  St.,  Blackfriars,  No.  5,  2, 

150. 

Chelsea,  near,  237. 

Lough  Swilly,  142  ed. 

Lyng  vel  Ling,  31,  32,  34,  49,  58,  65, 

94,  134,  !92>  r96,  28°,  342,  377- 

Church,  188. 

Macclesfield  School,  53  ed. 

Magnano  (Italy),  194  ed. 

Malabar,  214  ed. 

Mantua,  n  ed. 

Mattishall,  13,  40-55  passim ,  66,  75, 
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79,  96,  129-42  passim ,  189-208 
passim ,  218-40  passim ,  255-84 
passim ,  293-307  passim ,  322,  327, 

36°,  369,  37°,  39°,  et 
passim. 

Church,  300. 

and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Gaunt. 

Burgh,  48,  180,  182. 

Melbury  (Dorset),  370. 

Parsonage,  254. 

Melton,  275. 

Mew,  near  Stowton,  217. 

Milan,  194  ed.,  198  ed. 

Milbury  [Melbury],  q.v. 

Mileham,  21 1,  267. 

Minorca,  142  ed. 

Morning  [Morton  ?],  8. 

Morton,  25,  79,  91,  99,  216,  269,  335, 
357,  360,  393. 

Church,  262. 

Mysore,  214  ed. 

Netherlands,  210  ed. 

Newcastle: 

Banks,  15  ed. 

Newmarket,  215. 

road,  236. 

New  Ross,  138  ed. 

Nile,  141  ed.,  149  ed. 

Nore,  the,  30  ed.,  73. 

and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Mutiny. 

Norfolk,  11  ed.,  76  and  ed.,  143,  414. 

and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Elections. 
Norman  Cross,  nr.  Stilton,  51  and  ed., 
71  and  ed. 

North  Curry  (Somerset),  51  ed. 
Walsham,  149  ed. 

School,  149  ed.,  162. 

Norwich,  1—76  passim ,  81  and  ed., 
83-119  passim ,  130-69  passim , 

192-268  passim ,  273,  363,  377, 
382,  383,  385,  396;  4i4,  et  alibi 
passim. 

Bank  (Kerison’s),  254,  259  ed. 
Cathedral,  46,  and  v.  Pt.  I,  Fire. 
Church  of  St.  Michael  at  Plea,  10. 
Grammar  School,  57  ed.,  149  ed. 
Hospital,  129,  212. 

Post  Office,  188. 

Market  vel  Market  Place,  56,  149, 
241. 

Yallop’s  shop,  125. 


Index  of  Places 

Norwich  ( contd .) 

Shire  Hall,  400. 

Streets,  King  St.,  68. 

Trowse  Mills,  near,  117,  177. 

(1 and  v.  Index,  Pt.  II  ( a )  Bloome). 
and  v.  Index,  Pt.  I,  Elections,  Inns, 
Newspapers,  Postal,  Vehicles, 
Victories. 

Novi  (Italy),  198  ed. 

Orfordness,  330  ed. 

Ostend,  109  ed. 

Ottery  St.  Mary  (Devon),  338  and  ed. 
Oxford: 

Bodley’s  Library,  1 1 6  ed. 

Clarendon  Press,  ibid. 

Churches: 

Ch.  Ch.  Cathedral,  116  and  ed. 
Colleges: 

Balliol,  395. 

Jesus,  1 16  ed. 

New  College,  69,  1 16  and  ed.,  218, 
278. 

St.  Edmund’s  Hall,  395. 
Oxfordshire,  394. 

Pagham  (Sussex),  335. 

Paris,  225  ed. 

Pennard  (Somerset),  23. 

Pitcomb  (Somerset),  Church,  96. 
Plymouth,  309,  343  ed. 

Poplar,  417. 

Portsmouth,  332. 

Rainingham  [Raveningham  ?  q.v.\ 
Raveningham,  271,  392. 

Langley  Park,  nr.,  350. 

Reepham,  voc.  Reffham,  9,  10,  65,  78, 
101-27  passim,  136,  214,  218,  219, 
254,  269,  292,  296,  303,  309,  321, 

33L  359,.  361,  362,  372,  375,  398, 

412,  et  alibi  passim. 

Ringland,  74,  78,  125,  200,  316,  326, 

.335,  337,  353,  387- 

Rivoli,  1 1  ed.,  1 5  ed. 

Roman  States,  343  ed. 

Rome,  416. 

Romford,  417. 

Roverbella,  1 1  ed. 

Roydon  Hall  (Norfolk),  194  ed. 

Rugby  School,  53  and  ed. 


St.  Albans,  209. 

Helena,  138  ed. 

Vincent,  v.  Cape. 

Saxthorpe,  136. 

Scottow,  124,  125,  1 61. 

Seringapatam,  214  ed. 

Shearingham  [Sherringham],  198. 
Sheerness,  30  ed. 

Shepton  Mallett,  56,  65,  70,  72,  112. 
Sherborne,  270  ed. 

Shottisham,  194,  195. 

Park,  399  ed. 

Shrewton,  Dorset,  186. 

Somerset,  38,  39,  54,  64,  69-79  passim, 
107-11  passim ,  154,  171,  216,  236, 
280,  308,  365. 

Spain,  142  ed. 

Sparham,  6,  27,  30,  90,  298. 

Heath,  58,  267,  395. 

Speenhamland  (Berks.),  297  ed. 
Spithead,  30  and  ed. 

and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Mutiny. 

Stilton,  Hunts,  51,  71. 
Stratton-Strawless,  205,  246  ed.,  288, 
319,  328. 

Strumpshaw,  81  ed.,  306,  390  and  ed. 
Suffolk,  128,  187,  285.- 
Sussex,  188,  210,  219,  280,  305,  323, 
333-. 

Swannington,  47. 

Switzerland,  210  ed. 

Tacolneston,  68,  81  ed. 

Tattington,  nr.  Ipswich,  187. 

Taunton,  51  ed.,  97,  142,  143. 
Taverham,  12. 

Texel  river,  30  ed.,  73  ed.,  142  ed., 
210  ed. 

Thetford,  33,  236,  305. 

Thorpe,  nr.  Norwich,  359  ed. 
Thuxton,  259. 

Trinidad,  22,  67  ed.,  343  ed. 
Tuddenham  vel  East  Tuddenham,  6, 

9)  28>  59)  97)  11 9)  J35)  *55)  214, 
347)  362  ed.,  410. 

Brick  kiln,  394. 

Church,  1 1 9. 

North,  50,  250. 

Turin,  198  ed. 


Ulster,  138  ed. 
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Vinegar  Hill  (Ireland),  138  ed. 

Walpole  (Suffolk),  285. 

Walsingham,  127. 

Warwickshire,  53. 

Wellington  (Somerset),  309. 

Wells  (Norfolk),  3. 

(Somerset),  217. 

West  Indies,  22. 

Weston: 

Church,  10,  32,  34,  35,  48,  S3,  68, 
83,  84,  no,  121,  122,  127,  145, 
169,  266,  312,  323,  324,  326, 

327,  34L  35°>  358,  379,  382. 
Squire’s  pew,  315. 
and  v.  Index,  Pt.  I,  Religious 
Observances. 

-yard,  78,  155,  184,  250. 
grave  of  Parson  W.,  415. 
Cottages  and  Houses: 

Bidewell’s  House,  57. 

Buck’s,  221. 

Bush’s,  229. 

pond,  ibid. 

Cary’s  shop,  229. 

Heaver’s,  afterwards  Large’s,  153, 
289. 

Large’s,  289,  357. 

Richmond’s,  305. 

Salisbury’s  house,  304. 

Spraggs,  207. 

Whisson’s  house,  312,  and  v.  Pt.  I, 
Methodists. 

Pigeon  house  at  Girling’s,  385. 
Weston  House  (Custances’),  25, 
3L  43,  44,  48,  49,  52,  55, 
57,  59,  6l>  64,  65,  74,  101, 
153,  166,  186,  194,  203, 
204,  226,  245,  246,  292-97 
passim,  323,  355,  356,  359, 

367,  379,  415- 

Gardens,  222  et  alibi. 

Parish,  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Census,  and 
Terrier. 

Parsonage,  2,  55,  69,  89,  123,  133, 
231,285,  297,358,415. 
vilest  thatched  hovel,  ante  Dr. 
Ridley,  418,  and  cf.  Vol.  IV, 
245. 

interior: 

clothes’  closet,  367. 
kitchen,  366. 
back,  77. 


parlour,  251. 
great,  88. 

study  or  keeping-room,  88,  109, 
25  L  306- 

outbuildings,  348. 
barn,  269. 

beas  [beast  ?]  house,  91. 
cart-shed,  305. 
corn-chamber,  201. 
stable,  78. 

well,  168,  175,  335,  336. 
woodhouse,  92. 

and  ‘boarding-skreen’,  & c.,  364. 
demesne: 
coverts,  289. 

garden,  102,  128,  303,  314,  316, 

35°,  378,  384,  396- 
greenhouse,  175,  190. 
kitchen  garden,  371. 
orchard,  142. 
ponds,  47,  73,  183,  232. 
wall  garden,  265. 

Lands,  clay  pit,  48. 

Close,  Alder,  four-acres,  335. 
College,  159,  267,  294,  360. 

Croft,  the,  331. 

Fields,  Great,  63. 

Weston,  60,  in,  296,  325. 
Five-acre  piece,  334. 

Six-acre  piece,  333  ;  arable,  350. 
Glebe,  49,  1 5 1,  314. 

Greens,  France  [Frans],  168. 

House  called  Spy-Glass,  362 
ed. 

Mouse’s  Wood  Plantation, 
ibid. 

Odnam  vel  Oldham,  52,  54,  169. 
Greensgate,  335. 

Waters,  Pond,  nr.  Cary’s,  127. 
Bush’s,  229. 

Weston  Parsonage,  q.v. 

Streets  and  districts: 

Church  St.,  57,  207,  224. 
Car-Cross  (near),  169. 
and  v.  Pt.  I,  Index,  Inns. 

Wexford,  138  ed. 

Weymouth,  270  and  ed. 

Gloucester  Row,  271  ed. 
erst  rubbish  heap,  ibid. 

Wicklow,  138  ed. 

Winchester, 

Hospital,  51  ed. 

School,  1 16  ed. 
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Witchingham,  24,  31,  52,  76,  313,  326, 

358>  36o. 

Church,  294  ed. 

Woburn,  374  ed. 

Wymondham,  323. 

Wyndham  [Wymondham  ?],  339. 


Yarmouth,  131,  168,  202,  203,  393. 
Roads,  328. 

St.  George’s  Chapel,  202  ed. 
Yorkshire,  20,  129. 

Zurich,  219  ed. 
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